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“Many students say that this is 
the first book they’ve found that 
actually helps them with writing 
in all disciplines.” 
LAURA SONDERMAN,  MARSHALL 
UNIVERSITY

“They Say / I Say offers students 
the formulas we, as academic 
writers, all carry in our heads.”
KAREN GARDINER, UNIVERSITY OF 
ALABAMA

“They Say / I Say”
THE MOVES THAT MATTER IN ACADEMIC WRITING 

FOURTH EDITION

Gerald Graff, University of Illinois at Chicago
Cathy Birkenstein, University of Illinois at Chicago

Used by more than 2 million students!
“They Say / I Say” teaches students the key rhetorical moves found in persuasive writing across all disciplines.

What’s NEW in the Fourth Edition?
33 NEW examples of academic writing by authors from a variety of fields—Michelle Alexander, 
Rebecca Goldstein, Sanford Ungar, Deborah Tannen, and more—are incorporated throughout the text.  

33 NEW chapter “Think before You Post” shows how the rhetorical moves taught in the book can help 
students post clearly and respectfully in digital spaces.

33 NEW thoroughly updated chapter on writing in the social sciences reflects a greater diversity of writing 
assignments, such as policy memos and reports.  

33 2 NEW documented readings provide current examples of writing in the sciences and social sciences. 
33 NEW interactive online tutorials help students recognize and practice the rhetorical moves taught in 
the book.

33 NEW print Instructor’s Guide provides teaching support—with sample syllabi, activity and discussion 
ideas, and advice for using theysayiblog.com.

33 NEW readings are offered regularly on theysayiblog.com
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