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Social Science Core Guidelines 
 
 Each student must take two courses in social science designed to increase the student’s 

understanding of the human condition and of human institutions.  Eligible courses should 
emphasize the empirical or theoretical understanding of social and political institutions, 
human behavior, and culture.  They should also help students develop a capacity to reason 
critically and constructively. 

 
 The Departments of Anthropology, Communication, School of Business (Economics), 

Geography, History, Political Science, Psychology, and Sociology shall be primarily 
responsible for the administration of this area.  It is to be understood that any department is 
invited to submit courses which it feels satisfy these criteria.  Experimental courses will be 
considered for core credit. 

 
 Course Evaluation Criteria 
 
 Courses in the Social Science Core shall introduce students to the distinctive intellectual 

traditions of social and behavioral science.  Qualifying courses shall emphasize the 
empirical/comparative study of behavior and/or of social institutions/systems with the goal of 
producing generalizations about humans and their social, cultural, political, and economic 
institutions.  Social scientific generalizations must be supported by empirical evidence.  
Courses in the Social Science Core introduce students to the idea that knowledge is produced 
by and for human beings.  The phenomena we choose to study and the ways we choose to 
study them are profoundly shaped by our social, economic, political and moral values.   

 
 A course proposed for Core credit in the area of Social Science should stress the 

development of the following characteristics: 
 

1) an acquaintance with major empirical, analytical, or theoretical approaches to human 
behavior, institutions or culture; 

 
2) an acquaintance with social, economic, political, or moral alternatives; 
 
3) an acquaintance with major problems, issues, institutions, practices or trends in the 

social world; 
 
4) a capacity to express ideas clearly, coherently and grammatically in written form as 

one component of the evaluation process. This written work must total at least 1500 
words, at least half of which must be prepared outside of class. 
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Notes:  
 

1) Each course syllabus must have a statement, including a list of the four criteria above, 
that the course fulfills the Social Science Core requirement. 

 
Social Science Core:  This course fulfills one course in the social science general education requirements.  The 
guidelines for social science core courses stress the development of the following characteristics of a responsible 
member of society: 
1) an acquaintance with major empirical, analytical, or theoretical approaches to human behavior, institutions or 

culture; 
2) an acquaintance with social, economic, political, or moral alternatives; 
3) an acquaintance with major problems, issues, institutions, practices or trends in the social world; 
4) a capacity to express ideas clearly, coherently and grammatically in written form as one component of the 

evaluation process. This written work must total at least 1500 words, at least half of which must be prepared 
outside of class. 

 
2) Copies of core course syllabi must be submitted, each time the course is taught, to the 

Social Science Core Committee for review. 
 
3) All faculty teaching Social Science Core courses will meet at least once a year. 

 
4) The Social Science Core Committee will take a number of considerations into account 

when courses are proposed for social science core.  These considerations are intended 
to help course proposers prepare for the kinds of questions the Social Science Core 
Committee will ask about a prospective core course. 

 
 Considerations: 
  

a) It is preferable for social science core courses to have a broad scope. 
b) In the event that a course is narrow in topic, time or geography it should 

provide the students with a richer experience by going deeply into a subject.  
For instance, such a course could involve student research activity that 
involves more use of “major empirical, analytical, or theoretical approaches to 
human behavior, institutions, or culture” than the typical core course. 

c) Topics for core courses should not have a “short shelf life.”  They should 
focus on more enduring concerns of social science.  Although core courses 
should consider emergent contemporary events and issues, they should not be 
“faddish.” 

d) Reading requirements should substantially challenge students. 


