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Degree Level: Bachelors.
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Intended Educational Outcome

 Students will demonstrate familiarity with essential sociological concepts: socialization, 
stratification, social structure, culture, ideology, institutions, differentiation by race/ethnicity, 
gender and age, and deviance. 

What was your first means of assessment for this outcomes

To graduate, majors must complete a senior-seminar option. In Fall 2020, all 20 senior-seminar 
students were given this task: “By Tuesday evening, September 15, each student will indicate 
one thing a sociologist might want to know about wonder.  Think about the concepts, theories, 
concerns, and findings you’ve learned over your studies in sociology. How might questions or 
orientations or concepts from your other classes inform the study of wonder? How might 
sociological concerns shape what we might want to find out about wonder.?

A rubric was applied to assess the responses. Papers were assessed to see if 1) students were able 
to describe a concept, method, or theory in sociology, 2) students showed more than a thin 
understanding of the concept, method or theory, 3) students showed no misunderstanding of the 
concept, method, or theory in their discussion and 4) students applied this concept, method or 
theory to the understanding of wonder. 

What were your criteria for success for this outcome

We hoped that the great majority of students could at least identify clearly a concept, method, or 
theory in sociology and apply it.

Please summarize the assessment data you collected for this outcome

One faculty member applied the rubric to each of the 20 assignments in the 20202 senior 
seminar. 

Results exceeded expectations

Frankly, we hoped that each student had some sense of a theory, proposition or concept without 
errors. That is, we hoped all students would score at least two out of four on the scale

It turned out 18 out of 20 students earned a full score. The other two earned a 3 out of 4. One of 
these showed a thin understanding and one had a mistake in their understanding. Students discussed the theories of Marx, Durkheim and Weber, they discussed sociologists’ deductive 
method, they discussed the concepts of culture, structure, institution, socialization, hegemonic 
narrative, urbanization, and various aspects of social location such as race, class, gender, and 
ethnicity

These results show all students, at the beginning of the conclusion of their program have 
developed facility with using sociological theories, concepts and methods. 

Did you have a second means of assessment for this outcome?

No

Have you made, or are you considering, any program changes in light of results from your 
previous round of assessment?

No. 
We are pleased our program is effective. 

Do you plan, or are you considering, any program changes in light of results from your 
previous round of assessment?

We are pleased that no program changes are necessary

