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Intended Educational Outcome

Students will demonstrate the ability to critically assess published sociological research.  

What was your first means of assessment for this outcomes

To graduate, majors must complete a senior-seminar option. In Fall 2019 senior seminar, 
students read the sociological literature on wonder, conducted interviews on wonder, and used 
those interviews to assess the published research on wonder. 

A rubric was applied to assess the papers on the dimension of the ability to critically assess 
published sociological research. Papers were assessed to see if they 1) identified a proposition in 
published sociological research , 2) described this proposition with quotations from the literature, 
3) assessed this proposition with interviews conducted in the class and 4) quoted the interviews 
to back up this assessment.

What were your criteria for success for this outcome

We hope that the great majority of students can identify propositions in the literature and 
describe them with quotations. We hope the great majority of students can use quotations to 
evaluate the proposition identified.

Please summarize the assessment data you collected for this outcome

One faculty member applied the rubric to the term paper for each of the 15 students in Fall 2019 
senior seminar. 

All fifteen students identified a proposition in the sociological literature and assessed it by using 
quotations from interviews conducted in the class. Twelve out of fifteen students did a good job 
using quotations from the sociological literature to back up the proposition they identified, but 
three did not. Two students summarized the literature, but gave no quotations at all. One student 
gave quotations which were not on point. One possibility is that the two students who failed to 
give quotations did not realize this was required. It’s possible that the third student ran out of 
time to find an appropriate quotation but knew he should put in some quotation. It’s significant 
that no student misunderstood something in the literature they only failed to give an appropriate quotation backing it up. 

These results show all students are able to use data to evaluate the proposition they identified. 
All students can identify propositions in the literature. All students can evaluate these using 
quotations from interviews they conduct. 

Did you have a second means of assessment for this outcome?

No

Have you made, or are you considering, any program changes in light of results from your 
previous round of assessment?

No.  We’ve never assessed this outcome before because it seemed so obvious our students could 
do this. But the assessment czar has suggested the importance of assessing all outcomes over 
time. 

We are pleased our program is effective. 

Do you plan, or are you considering, any program changes in light of results from your 
previous round of assessment?

We are pleased that no program changes are necessary

