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Reader and Text: Folklore, Storytelling, and Angela Carter • ENGL203-03 • WF 12:30-2:10 PM  •  Credits: 4 (4-0) • Newton 206 
•  Spring 2020  •  Dr. William Harrison  •  Department of English  •  232B Welles  •  245-5273 (dept.) -5061 (office)  •  Office 
hours:  M 1:00-2:00 PM, W 2:30-3:30PM; and by appt.; scheduled meetings preferred  • harrison@geneseo.edu  

Course description: This course provides an introduction to the discipline of English through the study of particular topics, 
issues, genres, or authors. Subtitles of Reader and Text help students develop a working vocabulary for analyzing texts and 
relating texts to contexts; understand the theoretical questions that inform all critical conversations about textual meaning and 
value; and participate competently, as writers, in the ongoing conversation about texts and theory that constitutes English as a 
field of study.  

Reader and Text is a pre-requisite for upper-level ENGL course enrollment.  
This particular section will focus on Carter's significant engagement with the fairy-tale tradition, marked by her editing 

and translating of Perrault's classic tales as well as her re-versioning of them in the short fiction of The Bloody Chamber.  Finally, 
we will attempt to understand her on-going dialogue with this material in her novels The Magic Toyshop and Nights at the Circus. 
As we pursue this project, we will make significant connections to our own scholarly writing processes as well as broader issues 
within the discipline of English as a field of study.  

Book list:  
Angela Carter.  Burning Your Boats: The Collected Short Stories.  NY: Penguin, 1997.  9780140255287
---.  The Magic Toyshop.  1967.  NY: Penguin, 1996.  9780140256406  
---.  Nights at the Circus.  NY: Penguin, 1986.  9780140077032  
---, ed. and trans.  Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, and Other Classic Fairy Tales of Charles Perrault.  1977.  NY: 

Penguin Classics, 2008.  9780143105367
Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein.  They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter In Academic Writing.  2nd ed.  NY: Norton, 

2009.  9780393933611 
Ross Murfin and Supriya Ray.  Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms.  4th ed. Boston: Bedford, 2008.  

9781319035396 (BG)

Other texts:  
Films
Neil Jordan, dir.  The Company of Wolves.  ITC-Palace Pictures, 1984.  95 mins.  
David Wheatley, dir.  The Magic Toyshop.  Granada Television, 1987.  107 mins.  

On Canvas
Angela Carter.  The Company of Wolves.  [Radio play.]  The Curious Room: Plays, Film Scripts and an Opera.  Ed. Mark 

Bell.  1996.  Vintage, 1997.  61-83.  
---.  Puss in Boots.  [Radio play.]  The Curious Room: Plays, Film Scripts and an Opera.  Ed. Mark Bell.  1996.  Vintage, 

1997.  85-120.  
---.  The Company of Wolves.  [Screenplay.]  The Curious Room: Plays, Film Scripts and an Opera.  Ed. Mark Bell.  1996.  

Vintage, 1997.  185-244.  
---.  The Magic Toyshop.  [Screenplay.]  The Curious Room: Plays, Film Scripts and an Opera.  Ed. Mark Bell.  1996.  

Vintage, 1997.  245-98.  

Bruno Bettelheim.  "The Struggle for Meaning."  1976.  Folk and Fairy Tales.  4th ed.  Ed. Martin Hallet and Barbara 
Karasek.  Broadview P, 2009.  323-35.  

Jan Harold Brunvand.  "New Legends for Old."  1981.  Understanding Dreams.  (N.p.: n.p., n.d.), pp. 82-89.  
Angela Carter, Selections from Shaking a Leg. (Rpt. in the New York Times, 1997).
Seymour Chatman.  "What Novels Can Do That Films Can't (And Vice Versa)."  Critical Inquiry 7.1 (1980): 121-40.  
Timothy Corrigan.  "Writing about the Movies" and "Glossary of Film Terms."  A Short Guide to Writing about Film.  

Longman, n.d.   
Jeanne-Marie LePrince de Beaumont.  "Beauty and the Beast." (1757).  The Young Misses Magazine, Containing Dialogues 

between a Governess and Several Young Ladies of Quality Her Scholars, by Madam Prince de Beaumont, 4th ed., v. 1 
(London: C. Nourse, 1783), pp. 45-67.  

Alan Dundes.  "Fairy Tales from a Folkloristic Perspective."  1986.  Folk and Fairy Tales.  4th ed.  Ed. Martin Hallet and 
Barbara Karasek.  Broadview P, 2009.  335-42.  
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Linda Hutcheon.  Chapter 1.  A Theory of Adaptation.  NY: Routledge, 2006. 
Joseph Jacobs. "The Folk." Folk-Lore 4.3 (1893): 233-38.  
Carl Jung.  "The Concept of the Collective Unconscious."  1936.  Understanding Dreams.   (N.p.: n.p., n.d.), pp. 99-104.  
Thomas M. Leitch.  Chapter One, “Literature vs. Literacy.”  Film Adaptation and Its Discontents: From "Gone with the 

Wind" to "The Passion of the Christ."  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009.  1-21.
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  7th ed.  NY: MLA, 2009.  9781603290241
The New England Primer.  Boston: Benjamin Harris, ~1737.  
Karen Rowe.  "Feminism and Fairy Tales."  1979.  Folk and Fairy Tales.  4th ed.  Ed. Martin Hallet and Barbara Karasek.  

Broadview P, 2009.  342-58.  

Evaluation & Requirements:  
There are a total of four grades for the class.  

2 analytical essays: one grade each; 2 grades total  
Class participation:  1 grade  
Group discussion forum assignments (75%) and in-class assignments (25%): 1 grade  
Total:  4 grades, each weighted equally  

The following letter grades convert to these numerical grades: 
A 94%<
A- 90-93%
B+ 87-89%
B 84-86%
B- 80-83%
C+ 77-79%
C 74-76%
C- 70-73%
D 60-69%
E 59%>

Missing essays and assignments will receive a point value of 0% and averaged. Instructor may also consider overall 
class participation and engagement in determining final grade.

Students are expected to complete all assigned readings, attend each class, and to arrive prepared: bring your book(s) to 
class.  Students must participate in class discussion and will be called upon to respond to class discussion and questions; 
however, students should demonstrate self-motivated class engagement.  Assessments are based on class reading, lectures, and 
discussion.  

Students are expected be able to successfully upload their material to Canvas. Much of your course feedback, both 
quantitative and qualitative, will be made either through the many Canvas evaluation tools or via the equivalent of Microsoft 
Word's comment tool. The latest version of Office is available via the college at <software.geneseo.edu>.  

Students are expected to follow the college's code of conduct as detailed at <https://www.geneseo.edu/handbook/ 
policies_procedures#studentcodeofconduct>. The material prohibiting "cheating" and "plagiarism" particularly are relevant for 
and enforced in this class.

Please note this page listing the resources that can help support students’ academic success and individual well-being: 
https://canvas.geneseo.edu/courses/16328/pages/student-success-resources-at-suny-geneseo

Students are responsible for noting any changes in the syllabus as announced by the instructor.  After our first class 
meeting, the most up-to-date version of the syllabus will be the live Canvas syllabus.  

Our final exam time is Wednesday, 13 May, 12:00-3:20PM.  

Learning outcomes:  
Students who have successfully completed ENGL203, Reader and Text, will demonstrate

•  the ability to read texts closely
•  the ability to write clear and effective English prose in accordance with conventions of standard English
•  the ability to write analytically about texts in accordance with the conventions of textual criticism

http://software.geneseo.edu
https://www.geneseo.edu/handbook/%20policies_procedures#studentcodeofconduct
https://www.geneseo.edu/handbook/%20policies_procedures#studentcodeofconduct
https://canvas.geneseo.edu/courses/16328/pages/student-success-resources-at-suny-geneseo
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•  an understanding of how criticism as a practice gives rise to questions about how to conduct that practice, questions 
that are constitutive of the discipline: e.g., questions concerning what we should read, why we should read, 
and how we should read

Essays  
There are two approximately 1250-1500 word essay assignments for this class.  Both essays are analytical, evidence-based, 

and argument-driven, and they deal with the course readings and viewings.  
The first essay will be revised based on my comments and feedback: we will meet briefly to discuss your revision strategy.  

On its due date, which does not appear on your syllabus, it should be uploaded to the appropriate Canvas "dropbox." 
The second essay will require collaborative peer work and review.  We will spend our final four class meetings addressing 

this assignment and your essay: all students are expected to attend.  The second essay is due during our scheduled final exam 
period, Tuesday, 12 May, 12:00-3:20PM.  (There is no "final examination" for this course.)  On that due date, it should be 
uploaded to the appropriate Canvas "dropbox." 

Discussion forum assignments
The discussion forums appear in the "Discussions" section of Canvas and must be completed using the Canvas CMS.  This 
syllabus lists the due dates for the discussion posts.  Students should note those dates: students cannot "retake" or "make up" their 
missed discussion forum posts. This is a non-negotiable aspect of the class. 

There are two major factors that influence the evaluation of your discussion forum posts: frequency and quality.  You should have 
two objectives for each of the discussion forum assignments.

Answering the prompt.  Respond to the forum prompt, specifically and clearly.  
Replying to others.  Respond to the posts by the other students in the class.  

Fulfilling both of these objectives requires that you visit and revisit the online forum over several days.  It is likely that the 
Canvas settings will not allow you to reply until you publish your answer.  Not all forums are open and active for the same 
amount of time, so plan accordingly.  The work required for this entire assignment is roughly equivalent to an 1100 word essay.  

Grading rubric for discussion posts
Note the grading rubric used for your posts this semester. 

Criteria

Critical Thinking

Connections

Uniqueness

A • Excellent
Outstanding post or reply

•  Demonstrates mastery of 
course material
• Establishes superior 
development
• Documents remarkable 
thought, insight, and 
analysis

•  Provides new ideas or 
connections 
•  Expands upon previous or 
current posts/replies
• Connects to real-life 
situations 

•  Proposes new ideas 
•  Establishes new 
connections 
•  Made with depth and 
detail, providing specific 
examples from the readings

B • Very Good 
Proficient post or reply

• Demonstrates good 
knowledge of course 
material
•  Provides substantial 
information
•  Evidences successful 
thought, insight, and 
analysis

• Connects clearly to 
previous or current posts/
replies
•  But lacks specificity, 
detail, and/or depth 

•  Advances new ideas or 
connections 
•  But lacks specificity, 
detail, and/or depth 

C • Average
Basic post or reply

•  Demonstrates a basic 
understanding of course 
material
•  Content seems cursory 
and commonplace 
•  Generally competent 

•  Limited gestures to other 
sources or posts
•  Provides vague 
generalities 

•  Contributes few, if any, 
new ideas or connections 
•  Repeats or summarizes 
other posts

D/E • Below average
A post or reply that is 
below expectations

•  Rudimentary and 
superficial content
•  Displays little analysis or 
insight
•  Brevity undermines 
effectiveness

•  Few or no connections 
are made
•  Post/reply off-topic 

•  Contributes very little to 
the dialogue
•  Merely agrees with or 
notes other, previous posts
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Qualitative analysis rubric
There are number of ways to explain the differences between successful efforts in the discussion forums and less satisfactory 
attempts.  Although this is not a formal grading rubric, here is a description of the least successful to the best.  

Best practices for discussion forum posts
•  Use a subject line that relates to your post; this will help create interest and focus for the discussion.
•  Write as clearly as possible.  Communicating online often requires careful and concise writing, but it can also present 

your personality and perspective. Humor, when pursued, needs to be both clearly humorous (and clearly not 
invective) and relevant to the discussion.  Sarcasm does not always translate well in written and online 
environments.

•  Be supportive, considerate and constructive when replying to your classmates. Avoid jargon, slang or inappropriate 
language. If you disagree with a classmate, remember to respond in a respectful and tactful manner. Any 
posts deemed inappropriate will be removed by the moderator.

•  Focus your post on the topic, relating any readings and materials from class to your post.
•  Proofread and review your response before submission.
•  Participate regularly. Improve your learning by being an active and engaged student. Successful students follow and 

participate in the assigned discussion, log on several times before a single forum assignment is due, reading 
and participating all the while.

Forum procedures and requirements
This course has seven discussion forum deadlines as noted in the course schedule.  Note that these dates and times are not the 
same as our class meetings.  The dates are as follows:  

Discussion forum one.  Opening date: Sunday, Feb. 2.  Closing date: Friday, Feb. 7.
Discussion forum two.  Opening date: Sunday, Feb. 16.  Closing date: Friday, Feb. 21.
Discussion forum three.  Opening date: Sunday, Mar. 1.  Closing date: Friday, Mar. 6. 

Timeliness

Stylistics

•  Completes all required 
postings
•  Posts made early in and 
throughout the discussion

• Few errors of any kind

• Completes all required 
postings
•  Posts made during the 
final days do not permit 
others to read and respond 

• Several grammatical, 
stylistic, or spelling errors

•  Completes all required 
postings 
•  Most made on the date 
due, not allowing for 
response

•  Obvious grammatical, 
stylistic, or spelling errors 
•  Errors interfere with 
authority

• Some, or all, required 
postings missing

•  Obvious grammatical, 
stylistic, or spelling errors 
•  Errors obscure 
understanding 

Evaluation

Does not count toward grade 

Answered as required 

Replied as required  

Connects back to what others have written

Opinion based in evidence

Transformative analysis

Challenging analysis

Exceeded expectations

Explanation

This rating is given to posts that do not satisfy the assignment. Used for: agreement without new 
substance, general humor, posts that do not fit into the current discussion. 

This rating is given when a post answers all parts of the prompt.  Fulfills basic requirements of the 
assignment.

Same as above, but for replies to the posts of others.

This rating is used when a post refers back to a discussion in another forum or thread. 

This rating is given when a post is based in and supported by evidence, which could come from 
required reading, class notes, or other academic sources.

This rating denotes a post that presents unique perspectives that make others think about the topic in a 
new way.

This rating indicates that a post engages critically with other posts in the forum and attempts a form of 
dialectic.  

This rating suggests that the post more than fulfills the requirements and is exemplary within the 
context of the forum's overall dialogue.  
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Discussion forum four.  Opening date: Sunday, Mar. 22.  Closing date: Friday, Mar. 27. 
Discussion forum five.  Opening date: Sunday, Apr. 5.  Closing date: Friday, Apr. 10. 
Discussion forum six.  Opening date: Sunday, Apr. 12.  Closing date: Friday, Apr. 17.
Discussion forum seven.  Opening date: Sunday, Apr. 26.  Closing date: Friday, May 1.  

The opening dates are five days before the due dates; each forum closes on the due date at 10PM.  After that date and time, no 
posts can be made.  Again, this is a non-negotiable aspect of this assignment.  

During the five days the forum is open, students should, in this order, provide one answer (to the prompt) and one reply (to 
another student post within that forum).  Doing so will fulfill the assignment objectives, and the responses will receive evaluation 
based on the grading rubric above.  Students may provide more than one reply and will receive credit accordingly.  

Each forum prompt may deal with the current course material and reading or introduce new material to read or view and reflect 
upon.  Students should review the prompt as early as possible in order to successfully prepare for their answer and their replies. 

On Class Participation
Class participation includes attendance and preparation, along with active participation in class and in small group 

work.   Class participation means that you work actively to stretch yourself intellectually; by doing so you work actively to 
contribute to the class's overall movement.    Ideally, over time, we all will move from merely stating a position during class 
discussion to striving to promote dialogue between everyone in the class.   

The following criteria help to determine your participation grade.  The criteria focus on what you demonstrate and 
do not presume to guess at what you necessarily know.  Why?  Because part of what discussion can produce is a different method 
of understanding the material--that is the process itself leads to a pedagogical end.  Generally,  the average level of participation 
satisfies the criteria for a "C+."  

Frequently stated, but generally unsatisfactory, reasons for your lack of participation:
•  “Shyness.”  

If this is you, feel free to come see me so we can work out strategies for getting you involved.
•  Thinking that “this conversation is shallow/obvious/stupid.”  

If you think the conversation needs more depth, redirect it.  
•  Fearing that you’ll offend someone because of their gender/race/ethnicity/sexuality/religion/etc. 

It’s good to be sensitive to others’ feelings.  But silence is not an option.  You must learn to to voice your thoughts.  
•  Thinking, “I can’t say anything profound, so I’ll be quiet.”  

If this is you, start small. Answer a factual question I ask, or add on to someone else’s comment, e.g. “I agree with Sarah and 

A.  Demonstrates excellent preparation: has analyzed reading exceptionally well, relating it to other material (e.g., readings, lecture, course material, 

discussions, experiences, etc.).

•  Offers analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of reading, e.g., puts together pieces of discussion and lecture to develop new approaches that take the class further.

•  Contributes in a very significant way to ongoing discussion: keeps analysis focused, responds very thoughtfully to other students’ comments, contributes to the 

cooperative argument building, suggests alternative ways of approaching material and helps class analyze which approaches are appropriate, etc. 

•  Demonstrates active involvement, ideally at every class meeting.  

B.  Demonstrates good preparation: knows reading well, has thought through implications of reading.

•  Offers interpretations and analysis of the reading (more than just the facts) to class. 

•  Contributes well to discussion in an ongoing way: responds to other students' points, thinks through own points, questions others in a constructive way, offers and 

supports suggestions that may be counter to the majority opinion. 

•  Demonstrates consistent ongoing involvement.

C.  Demonstrates adequate preparation: knows basic reading facts, but does not show evidence of trying to interpret, analyze, or connect them to other 

aspects of the class.

•  Does not offer to contribute to discussion, but contributes to a moderate degree when called on.

•  Demonstrates sporadic involvement.  

D.  Present, not disruptive.

•  Does not bring reading text to the class meeting.  

•  Tries to respond when called on but does not offer much. 

•  Demonstrates infrequent involvement in discussion.

F or E.  Not present.  
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there’s another example of that on page 67.”
•  Thinking that “I just like to listen.”  

Being actively involved can profoundly change your experience of a class.  The rest of us are working hard to build readings 
of these texts and would love your help.  Carry your weight.

Some students will sometimes attempt to shield themselves with these claims and ruses to mask  a general lack of preparedness 
or engagement with the material.  That is, of course, unacceptable, and it is usually obvious when one does so.  

Other work 
We may have unscheduled assignments that are announced in class, sometimes on the day of completion.  Students who are not 
present at these times cannot and will not receive credit for said work.  These assignments can take any number of forms. You 
may have to complete in-class or out-of-class writing prompts, often based on our readings. You may be asked to read 
supplemental pieces, distributed in-class or on the web site, and complete a response paper.  We may watch video programs and 
films which will usually have in-class assignments related to them.  You may also have several group assignments as announced, 
both discussion-oriented and text-oriented.  In any case, if missed due to student absence, these unscheduled assignments cannot 
be made up or substituted.  

On-line course material 
Course material is archived at Canvas.geneseo.edu. Here you will find the syllabus and selections from the following: class notes, 
presentation slides, supplemental readings, assignments, and other material.  

Returning material 
While I do bring corrected hard copy material to class, if you aren't present to receive the material, you will have to pick it up at 
my office. Electronic submissions are returned via email, the Google document applications, or the Canvas grading tools.

Course schedule:  
Date

January 
W 22

F 24

W 29

F 31

February
W 5

F 7

W 12

F 14

W 19

F 21

W 26

Reading assignment (to be completed by scheduled date)

First class meeting.  Literature and literacy: The New England Primer.  

Bruno Bettelheim, "The Struggle for Meaning."  Little Red Riding Hood: 
"Donkey-Skin," 61-70, "Cinderella," 31-37.

Little Red Riding Hood:  "Bluebeard," 5-10; Burning: "The Bloody 
Chamber," 111-43.  Karen Rowe.  "Feminism and Fairy Tales."

de Beaumont, "Beauty and the Beast" (1757);  Burning: "Mr Lyon," 
144-53; "Tiger's Bride," 154-69.  

Little Red Riding Hood: "Puss in Boots," 11-15; Burning: "Puss-in-
Boots," 170-85.  Alan Dundes.  "Fairy Tales from a Folkloristic 
Perspective."  
Leitch, Chapter one, “Literature vs. Literacy,” 1-21.  Carter, Puss in 
Boots.  [Radio play.]  The Curious Room,  85-120. 

Carter, Puss in Boots.  [Radio play.]  The Curious Room,  85-120.  Jung, 
"Collective." 

No class meeting.  Please complete the online assignment.

Little Red Riding Hood: "Little Red," 1-3.  "Story of a Grandmother, etc."  
Burning: "The Werewolf," 210-11, "The Company of Wolves," 212-20, 
"Wolf-Alice," 221-28.  

Burning: "The Werewolf," 210-11, "The Company of Wolves," 212-20, 
"Wolf-Alice," 221-28.  Hutcheon, A Theory of Adaptation, Ch. 1, pp. 
1-32.  

Carter, The Company of Wolves.  [Radio play.]  The Curious Room, 61-83.  

Other activities

Discussion forum assignment one due.  

Paper one assignment distributed.  

Discussion forum assignment two due. 
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F 28

March
W 4

F 6

W 11

F 13

M-F 16-20 

W 25

F 27

April 
W 1

F 3

W 8

F 10

W 15

F 17

W 22

F 24

W 29

May
F 1

W 6

Carter, The Company of Wolves.  [Screenplay.]  The Curious Room, 
185-244.  Chatman, "What Novels Can Do." 

Carter, The Company of Wolves.  [Screenplay.]  The Curious Room, 
185-244.  The Company of Wolves (1984).  
The Company of Wolves (1984).  Brunvand.  

Magic Toyshop: 1-52.   

Magic Toyshop:  53-110. 

Spring Break.  No class meeting.  

Magic Toyshop: 111-200.  

Carter, The Magic Toyshop.  [Screenplay.]  The Curious Room, 245-98.  

Carter, The Magic Toyshop.  [Screenplay.]  (cont.); The Magic Toyshop 
(1987).  

The Magic Toyshop (1987).  

Nights at the Circus: 1-73.  

Nights at the Circus: 74-144.  

Nights at the Circus: 145-224.  

Nights at the Circus: 225-295.  

GREAT Day.  No class meeting.

Writing group day.

Writing group day.

Writing group day.

Writing group day.  Last class meeting.

Discussion forum assignment three due. 

Paper one Canvas submission due.  

Discussion forum assignment four due. 

Paper two assignment distributed.

Discussion forum assignment five due. 

Discussion forum assignment six due. 

SOFI administration: bring a laptop or notebook 
to participate.  

Discussion forum assignment seven due. 


