
ENGL 336 Native American Literature
MW 8:30-10:10 a.m.; Welles 119

Fall 2019

Dr. Caroline Woidat
She/Her/Hers
Office: Welles 228A
Email: woidat@geneseo.edu
Office phone: 245-5271
Office hours: M 10:30-11:30; 2:30-3:30; 
W 10:30-11:30, and by appointment

Located in the historic homelands of the Seneca Nation of Indians and Tonawanda Seneca Nation, we at 
SUNY Geneseo have an obligation to recognize all who, through history or identity, have been 
marginalized or oppressed, made invisible or silenced. I am part of Geneseo’s Safe Zone network and 
share the college community commitment to creating an environment in which everyone is treated with 
the dignity and respect they are entitled to as human beings, regardless of race, ethnicity, culture, gender, 
level of ability, national background, or religion. The responsibility for fulfilling this vision depends upon 
all of us working and learning together in a spirit of inquiry, so everyone is encouraged to communicate 
concerns, questions, or ideas that might help further these goals. A number of student resources can help 
support academic success and individual well-being. SUNY Geneseo will make reasonable 
accommodations for persons with documented physical, emotional, or cognitive disabilities. 
Accommodations will also be made for medical conditions related to pregnancy or parenting. Students 
should contact the Office of Disability Services and their faculty to discuss needed accommodations as 
early as possible in the semester.

COURSE TEXTS
Zitkala-Ša, American Indian Stories and Old Indian Legends (Dover)
Charles Eastman, From the Deep Woods to Civilization (Dover)
N. Scott Momaday, The Way to Rainy Mountain (University of New Mexico Press) 
Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (Penguin)
Linda Hogan, Mean Spirit (Ivy/Random House)
Simon Ortiz, From Sand Creek (University of Arizona Press)
Louise Erdrich, The Round House (Harper Perennial)
Joy Harjo, How We Became Human: New and Selected Poems: 1975-2001 (Norton)
Tommy Orange, There There (Vintage/Penguin Random House)
Materials on Canvas

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND LEARNING OUTCOMES
“Much energy and effort has been expended thinking about the first two words of the troika—NATIVE 
and AMERICAN, but little, in comparison, about the third—LITERATURE,” argues Ojibwe writer and 
critic David Treuer. This course will ask students to think about all three as we read Native American 
literary works that challenge many prevailing cultural assumptions about Native and American identities, 
languages, and literatures. We will examine non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and film with attention to 
cultural, historical, and political contexts, focusing upon selected writers in the Progressive Era, the 
Native American literary renaissance of the 1960s-70s, and beyond.

Learning outcomes are consistent with those defined by the English department. In literature courses at 
the 300 level, students will demonstrate:



 the ability to read texts in relation to history
 an understanding of how texts are related to social and cultural categories (e.g., race, ethnicity, 

gender, sexuality, class, ability), enterprises (e.g., philosophy, science, politics), and institutions 
(e.g., of religion, of education)

 an understanding of how language as a system and linguistic change over time inform literature 
as an aesthetic object, expressive medium, and social document

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION
Students are expected to follow the reading schedule on the syllabus and to show critical engagement with 
the assigned texts: participation in class discussions and responses to in-class writing prompts will be 
evaluated for quality and consistency. You will be assigned to a writing group and responsible for active 
involvement in scheduled workshops, where you will share and respond to paper proposals. All work 
must be completed in order to earn a passing grade for the course, and the components will be weighted 
as follows:

Paper #1 20% Participation 20%
Paper #2 20% Final exam 20%
Quizzes/writing exercises 20% 
(in-class writing, discussion posts, paper proposals)

Reading assignments appear next to the date when they should be completed. You are expected to read 
the assigned texts carefully before coming to class and to bring both your reading notes and a copy of the 
text(s) with you. Look at the schedule carefully, as there are sometimes a number of assignments from 
different sources, including online course materials, listed for the same date.

Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class periods. They are designed not only to check whether 
you’ve been reading, but also to spark ideas for class discussion. No makeups for missed quizzes are 
permitted. Your lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the semester. Other writing exercises that 
include paper proposals will be averaged with quizzes.

Participation is critical to our work in this course and thus a significant component of your final grade. 
Your participation will be monitored for its consistency and quality. Good preparation and constructive, 
ongoing contributions to discussions are necessary to earn a grade of B or higher. You should arrive to 
class having read and annotated the assigned text(s), with questions and ideas for class discussion. 
Frequent absences, lateness, lack of preparation, lack of involvement, and/or distracting behavior (such as 
inappropriate use of electronic devices during class) will negatively affect the participation grade. I expect 
every student to join in class discussions; students who are having trouble meeting this expectation should 
consult with me early in the semester.

Laptop and Cell Phone Policies: Since this class will be primarily run as a seminar, requiring all students’ 
attention and participation, laptops cannot be used during class discussions. Communication with the 
instructor is required to use laptops for purposes of accessibility or in-class activities. Bring print copies 
and reading notes to class for reference. No texting is allowed during class. Please keep your cell phone 
silent and stored in your pocket, bag, or backpack. There will be designated break time when students can 
use their phones.

Papers are due in hard copy in class on the due date and as a file upload to Canvas; please do not send 
email attachments. Papers should be stapled and follow standard formatting with double-spacing, 1-inch 
margins, and a legible 12-point font (e.g., Times New Roman). Be sure to include page numbers and a 
title. You should support your essay’s claims with textual evidence (including direct quotations) and cite 
sources using the MLA style of documentation—with parenthetical references and a Works Cited page at 



the end of your essay. The paper will be evaluated for the sophistication and presentation of your 
argument. A late paper will accrue a penalty for each day that it is late and will not be accepted over 
seven days late without a certified excuse from the Dean of Students. Topics and guidelines will be 
discussed in class and posted on Canvas; the assigned length for each paper is 5-7 pages. Students are 
encouraged to utilize SUNY Geneseo's Writing Guide for advice on writing about literature and to the 
Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) for MLA guidelines, and the Writing Learning Center for one-on-one 
assistance with writing assignments.

The final exam will be cumulative. We will discuss the exam further in class so that you know what to 
expect and how to prepare for it. No makeup will be scheduled without documented extenuating 
circumstances (e.g. severe illness or family crisis). It is the student’s responsibility to check at the 
beginning of the semester that there is no conflict with the scheduled final exam time and to contact the 
professor as soon as possible to request alternative arrangements.

Academic Dishonesty Policy and Procedures: It is essential to give credit to sources of any ideas that are 
not your own, as academic dishonesty is a serious offense with severe consequences (e.g., a zero grade for 
an assignment or even a failing grade for the course). Each student is responsible for knowing what 
constitutes plagiarism and understanding the college’s policy and procedures for academic dishonesty, 
defined in detail the Student Handbook. Milne Library offers an online Plagiarism Tutorial as a self-enroll 
Canvas course that students can take at any time to learn more about types of plagiarism, paraphrasing, 
citing information, and more.

SCHEDULE
Week 1
8/26  Introduction to course; Apess, “An Indian’s Looking-Glass for the White Man”; in-class writing and 

activities
8/28  Zitkala-Ša, Old Indian Legends (87-142); Eastman, from Wigwam Evenings (Canvas): Preface and 

Evenings First, Fourth, Seventh, Ninth, Tenth, Twelfth

Week 2
9/2    Labor Day
9/4    Eastman; From the Deep Woods to Civilization (all)

Week 3
9/9    Zitkala- Ša, American Indian Stories (1-85)
9/11  Momaday, The Way to Rainy Mountain (all)

Week 4
9/16  Silko, Ceremony (1-92)
9/18  Silko, Ceremony (92-157)

Week 5
9/23  Silko, Ceremony (157-243)
9/25  Paper proposal due; writing workshop

Week 6
9/30  Ortiz, from Sand Creek (all)
10/2  Harjo, How We Became Human (xvii-62; 201-213)



Week 7
10/7  Harjo, How We Became Human (63-124; 214-226); paper #1 due
10/9  Hogan, Mean Spirit (1-89)

Week 8
Fall Break
10/16  Hogan, Mean Spirit (89-206)

Week 9
10/21  Hogan, Mean Spirit (207-302)
10/23  Hogan, Mean Spirit (302-375)

Week 10
10/28  Erdrich, The Round House, chapters 1-5 (1-108)
10/30  Erdrich, The Round House, chapters 6-8 (100-200)

Week 11
11/4  Erdrich, The Round House, chapters 9-11 & afterword (201-321)
11/6  Orange, There There (1-78)

Week 12
11/11 Orange, There There (79-196)
11/13 Orange, There There (197-290)

Week 13
11/18  Paper proposal due; writing workshop
11/20  Harjo, How We Became Human (125-200; 226-236)

Week 14
11/25  Kimmerer, from Braiding Sweetgrass (Canvas)
Thanksgiving

Week 15
12/2 Alexie, The Business of Fancydancing
12/4 Alexie, The Business of Fancydancing; paper #2 due

Week 16
12/9  Concluding discussion and activities; preparation for exam

12/12 Final exam (8:00-11:20 a.m.)


