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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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MEETING #20 

february 10, 1978 

Chairman Brennan called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Members present were. 
L. Blackman, T. Calahan, K. Deutsch, K. Duffy, D. Harke, R. Hatheway, D. Innis, J. Kucaba, 
J. Meyer, T. Pray, D. Watt. 

The minutes of Meeting #19 were approved as printed on pp . 220-221. 

CHAIRMAN 1S REPORT 

P. Alley has been hospitalized with appendicitis; he will return to campus in about 
two weeks. 

Chairman Brennan has received a pamphlet entitled The Third Dimension, which 
describes in detail the public services performed by SUNY. It itemi zes public service 
functions of each campus. 

Vice President Calahan has sent copies of the following to the Faculty Chairman's 
Office: 1) Section 607 of the New York State Education Law, and 2} Part 53 of the 
Commissioner of Education•s Regulations. Both deal with the provision of prior 
information to students by colleges and universities. They are available for examination 
in the Chairman•s Office. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

UAAC - The committee's meeting today has been cancelled. L. Blackman reported 
that he is in receipt of five proposals for the Common Core; those proposals 
will appear elsewhere in this week's Faculty Senate. An open meeting will be 
held February 16 to discuss the Core proposals . L. Blackman also reported 
that he has received several responses to the definition of liberal arts . 

GAAC - The committee's meeti ng today has been cancelled. At it's last meeting, 
the committee approved Mat 946 and two workshops. 

FACULTY AFFAIRS - The committee is meetiog today to continue the discussion of 
travel funds . At the committee's next meeti ng there will be further discussion 
of compulsory syllabi. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS - The committee continued work on the CIE at its last meeting. At 
it's next meeting K. Duffy will report on Dr. Garthwaite's discussion of 
teacher evaluation forms at the Psychology Colloquium last week. Prompted by 
that discussion, K. Duffy will be requesting information on additional evalua
tion forms and methods. 

BUDGET - No report. 

This issue of Faculty Senate c~ns1sts of pages 230- 249. 
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UNIVERSITY SENATOR - The University Faculty Senate met last week. J. Kucaba explained 
that he intended to present the first part of his two part report this week tot~ 
Executive Committee; the second part will be presented next week. 

He read from Chancellor Wharton's address to the University Faculty Senate which 
was entitled 11 Excellence in the Education M1ssion. 11 He reported that the body of 
the address was concerned with teaching and research, the pursuit of academic 
excellence in SUNY, and SUNY's purpose in serving the needs of greater society. 

William Anslow, Associate Vice Chancellor for Finance and Management, gave a 
presentation of SUNY's budget for 1978-79. When questioned about the drop in 
faculty allotments for Geneseo, Buffalo, and Alfred; he responded that in the 
cases of Buffalo and Geneseo the drops correspond to drops in enrollment. 

Shirley Brown, Chairperson of the University Faculty Senate, reported the following 
items: a) the executive colllTiittees of the University Faculty Senates of SUNY and 
CUNY are continuing to meet together, b) the Board of Trustees of SUNY has 
acknowledged receipt of the resolution passed at the Senate's last meeting requestiiYJ 
that a faculty member be made a non-voting representative to the Board; c) the 
Board of Trustees is considering a revision of the SUNY motto. 

Committee reports and adopted resolutions can be found in J Kucaba's report 
printed elsewhere in this week's Faculty Senate. 

NEW BUSINESS - Vice President Calahan explained that the announcement on WHAM Radio 
that the college was closed today was a mistake. 

The·meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice Jones Meyer 
Faculty Secretary 

REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATOR 
(Continued from the Minutes of the Executive Committee) 

Committee Reports (copies available in University Senator•s Office) 

1. Executive Committee 
2. Health Sciences and Health Affairs 
3. Expanding Educational Opportunity 
4. Research · 
5. Articulation Task Force 
6. Undergraduate Programs 
7. Grants and Awards 
8. University Planning 
9. Graduate Programs 

10. Personnel Policies 
11. Library Resources 
12. Student Affairs 
13. Fair Employment Practices 
14. Professional Rights and Responsibilities 
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POSITION PAPER: Academic Freedom and Tenure in SUNY 

In the August 1977 issue of the AAUP Bulletin (pp. 237-260), a report on Academic Freedom 
and Tenure within the State University of New York was published. The report was based 
upon investigations made by an AAUP special committee, convened in response to requests 
from academic staff members in the University who had been retrenched after the budgetary 
reductions of 1975 and 1976. The special committee reported specifically on retrenchment 
actions that had been taken at a number of campuses . In considering these actions in 
the context of the operation of the entire State University system, the final report 
summarized the committee's findings, as well as reactions by individual faculty members 
affected by retrenchment and by administrative persons involved in retrenchment actions 
at the various campuses. 

The concluding section of the long report is here quoted (P. 258-259): 

XII. Conclusion 

"The retrenchments at the State University of New York in 1975 and 1976 were 
initiated by the University administration without appropriate consultation with the 
faculty and without any showing of a financial exigency which actually threatened the 
continuance of the University. They were overseen by the administration with disregard 
for the rights of tenure, for due notice, and for the role of the faculty in institutional 
government. 

11 The actions of the administration (both the central administration and that of the 
campuses cited) in effecting the successive budget cuts have produced a climate in which 
academic fr~edom is gravely endangered. A primary purpose of ten~r~ is t? prote~t the 
faculty's right of dissent, including the right to oppose the adm1n1strat1on on 1ssues 
important to the faculty. Under the circumstances that now prevail, no faculty memb~r 
can be certain of his position, for it is possible for the administration -- under the 
recently negotiated Agreement as well as under the old -- to so define a "program" that 
a particular individual can be targeted for retrenchment. In situations where tenur~ 
has not been honored, where faculty participation has been thwarted, and where adminis
trative prerogatives have been graphically invoked, few will venture openly to disagree 
with administrative decisions, so that precisely the atmosphere of fear that the 1940 
Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure seeks to dispel has settled on 
the campuses . In such an atmospehre, learning and the transmission of knowledge cannot 
be expected to flourish." 

After considering in detail the entire report referred to above, the Committee on 
Professional Rights and Responsibilities has taken the position that the conclusions 
of the report are essentially an accurate assessment of what occurred ·within the 
University. They believe that it would be appropriate and judicious for the University 
Faculty Senate to express its concurrence with the substance and conclusions of the 
report, for it was the Senate's own mandated role in the retrenchment proceedings that 
was ignored. 

The PRRR Committee makes this proposal in full recognition of the possibility that 
the objectivity of the AAUP special committee and of the editors of the AAUP Bulletin 
in publishing the report might be questioned, but the Committee believes that such 
questions are mostly irrelevant and would tend to obscure the essential and serious 
problems highlighted by the report. 
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The Committee wants to state most explicitly that it is not in any way support;~ 
the AAUP as such, but rather that it supports the conclusions of this special report. 
The Committee strongly supports the principles of academic freedom and tenure, which 
have been abrogated or compromised in numerous instances in retrenchment actions. In 
particular the Committee deplores the failure of the Central Administration and of the 
local campus administrations involved to acknowledge or abide by the very specific 
recommendations of the University Faculty Senate concerning retrenchment procedure aad 
accommodations. These recommendations were in the form of a major position paper on 
Retrenchment Benefits and Accommodations which was proposed by the Conmittee on Personnel 
Policies and adopted unanimously by the Senate at its January, 1975 meeting. 

The Committee concludes that there was eonsultation of significance with the Univer· 
sity Faculty Senate, as mandated by the Policies of the Board of Trustees (Article XIV, 
Title E) in effect at that .time. It is more than significant that this article has 
completely disappeared from the latest (1977) form of the Policies. 

The Committee believes likewise that no serious effort was made in some instances 
to make use of retrenchees in other campus functions, or at other campuses. 

THE PRRR COMMITTEE IS THEREFORE LED INEXORABLY TO ENDORSE THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE 
AAUP REPORT, AND INVITES THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE TO SUPPORT THE POSITION IT HAS 
TAKEN. 

' ·- . 

SOURCE: FLOOR OF THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE 

MEETING: Winter Meeting, College at Buffalo, February 3-4, 1978 

The Faculty Senate accepts without comnent the posit ion paper of .. Academic 
Freedom and Tenure in SUNY" (February 2-3, 1978) of the Co!Tillittee on Professional 
Rights and Responsibilities and recommends that its contents be made known to 
individual campus faculties and requests their recommendations on this matter 
be forwarded to the Faculty Senate Executive Committee prior to the Spring 1978 
Meeting of the SUNY Faculty Senate for its guidance in taking specific action 
in this area of great concern to the Faculty Senate. 

* * * * * 
Not acted upon pending further information and opinions 

from indivdual SUNY campuses. 

* * * * * 
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Resolutions adopted: 

1. BE IT RESOLVED that the Faculty Senate recommend that the Chancellor seek 
legislative authorization to permit the University to adopt an academic 
option plan parallel to the economic option plan in admitting Educational 
Opportunity Program students. . 

2. BE IT RESOLVED that the State University Faculty Senate request the 
Chancellor to recommend to the campus presidents that they work with 
appropriate faculty committees, deans, and departmental chairpersons to 
insure that each unit within State University has reasonable and widely 
disseminated guidelines and procedures by which faculty members can have 
research and/or creative projects assessed and, where appropriate, their 
teaching loads reduced to encourage and accommodate increased responsi
bility for this area of their university service. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the University Faculty Senate request the Board of 
Trustees to establish explicit procedures that incorporate appropriate 
members of the faculty on the search committee for the selection of 
future Chancellors of the State University of New York. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the University Faculty Senate make it known that it 
deplores the continued inaction on the part of the D!vision of the.Budget 
to remove rank quotas which unfairly restrict promot1on for l1brar1ans. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Executive Committee of the University Faculty 
Senate be empowered and advised to terminate.t~e . e~istence of the. 
Committee on Professional Rights and Respons1b1l1t1es! and to ass1gn. 
matters that might have fallen within its former purv1ew to alternat1ve 
committees that are equally well qualified to consider them. 

Responses from Acting Chancellor James Kelly to resolu~ions submitted to.him by the , 
University Faculty Senate after the November 1977 Meet1ng are available 1n the Senator s 
Office. 

GRADUATE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
JANUARY 31, 1978 

MEETING #8 

Meetfng called to order at 4:00p.m. by Chainman Alley. Present were: G. Goedel, 
B. Godsave, G. Giachino, W. Lane, b. Harke, K. Koff, G. Gregory, J. Kimball, F. Lipson, 
J. Vallee, and visitors- G. Towsley, W. Small, and R. Rucker~ 

Agenda was approved. Minutes for Meetings 4, 6, and 7 approved with the following 
modifications: G. Giach1no present for Meeting #7 and J. Kimball present for Meeting #6. 
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No reports from Chairman or Dean Harke. 
; I 

Motion to approve Mat 946 Logical Studies of the Handheld Calculator. Discussion followed t l,l 
focusing on the following points. B. ·Godsave asked if present library facilities were · ,:·· 
adequate to meet needs of students. G. Towsley noted the availability of sufficient 
calculators. G. Goedel questioned the need for the course and its purpose. G. Towsley 
clarified course objectives stating that course was intended to meet the needs of ~~ ~ 
secondary school math teachers concerned with this topic. Course not intended for math 
or science majors. Discussion followed dealing with course content and its place in a 

1

. 

masters program. Question called and course approved. 1 1 
j . 
! I 
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Motion made to approve Mat 479 Workshop in Math/Roots of Mathematics. Discussion 

followed focusing on possible student audience for course, course content, and possibl! 
class activities. Last sentence of Course Description modified to read: "Emphasis will 
b! determined by the needs and interests of the students enrolled." Course approved 
with modification. 

Motion made to approve Spe 579 Workshop in the Teaching of Speech . Questions 
raised about purpose of course and lack of clarity in content outline. Dean Harke not!d 
that the classroom teachers in English or speech communication represented audience 
for this course. Proposed instructor presently supervises student teachers in speech 
and also instructs in met~ods area. B. Godsave suggested title change to: Workshop 
in the Teaching of Speech Communication. New title was approved. G. Goedel question~ 
items in content outline which seemed more appropriate in other content areas. Dean 
Harke noted that these topics would be related to the teaching of speech communication. 
Q~estion called and course approved as modified. 

With no new business or old business reported, meeting was adjourned at 4:45p.m. 

GAAC - NEW COURSE 

Respectfully submitted, 

George Gregory 

Mat 946 Logical Studies of the Hand-held Calculator Considers the operation 
of the hand-held calculator through an analysis of the interior logical structure of the 
machine. Several different types of calculators will be analyzed. 1(1-0) 

WORKSHOPS · -

Mat 479 Workshop in Mathematics/Roots of Mathematics This workshop presents 
the historical and foundational background of the topics taught in elementary and 
secondary mathematics courses; and discusses how these topics fit into the body of 
modern mathematics. Emphasis will be determined by the needs and interests of the 
students enrolled. 3(3-0) 

Spe 579 Workshop in the Teaching of Speech Corranuni catf on - The primary ~urp~~~ . 
of this course will be to adapt one•s teaching skills to the area of speech conmun1~atl · 
Students will study each of the several areas of speech communication and the learnlng 
principles and specific teacher strategies that are applicable to each area . Pre-
requisites: Permission of the instructor. 3(2-2). 
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BUDGET COMMITTEE 

Descriptive Analysis of the Geneseo Budget Sub·committee . Third Meeting 

Present - K. Drysdale, R. Hatheway, A. Lutkus, and T. Pray. 

Meetfng was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by T. Pray. 
-

The first draft of the descriptive portion of the Geneseo Budget Handbook was 
discussed. Mr. Pray announced that he would ask Dr. Ristow to write up a short section 
on the weighted student credit hour budget technique. It was also announced that 
John Nickerson was going to supply the subcommittee with a short section on the supple
mental budget . 

Mr. Lutkus volunteered to reorganize and rewrite the descriptive portion of the 
budget. It was agreed that all suggestions for additions/deletions should be forwarded 
to Mr. Lutkus by no later than February 7. 

The next meeting will be held during the first week of March. At this time the 
descriptive portion of the handbook will be finalized. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 ·A.M. 

ADMISSIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
JANUARY 30, 1978 

Chairman Moore called the meeting to order at 4:00p.m. Members and guests present were: 
P. Boger, B. Caren, F. Kemerer, R. Lougeay, G. Moore, D. Watt. 

The Committee discussed and agreed upon the following resolution to be submitted to the 
Faculty Senate: 

WHEREAS the Fall recuriting efforts have indicated that Geneseo has a 
very low profile among high school counselors and prospective students; 
and 
WHEREAS most of our competitor institutions have vastly intensified 
their formal and informal recruiting efforts in high schools; and 
WHEREAS most of these competitor institutions are expanding contacts 
with two·year colleges, particularly contacts between four·year 
academic departments and their two year counterparts;. and 
WHEREAS the Geneseo Admissions Office has more than tripled its 
recruiting efforts this Fall with limited resources; and 
WHEREAS the promotion of the College must be a responsibility assumed 
by all of its constituents, and not simply by the Admissions staff; 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Admissions Advisory Committee 
strongly and unanimously recommends that: 

1) academic departments should attempt to make arrangements 
. with area high schools to provide selected faculty members 
as resource persons in their classrooms . 

2) academic departments should devise ways to attract area 
high school students to the campus. 



3) academic departments should establish contacts and 
arrange meetings with counterpart faculty and students 
in area two-year colleges . 
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4) these and other efforts to promote the College must 
be in addition to, although coordinated with, Admissions 
Office recruiting. 

l 
Mr. Caren discussed with the Committee the present admissions outlook for Fall, 1978. H! 
stressed that conclusions are tentative at this point because of a considerable processi~ 
backlog in Albany. Based upon presently available data, Geneseo's volume of applications 
is significantly less than at this time last year. The College has improved its posi~~ 
relative to the other Arts and Science Colleges from last year so that it now ranks in 
the top ~in applications, but all institutions are down. Mr. Caren indicated that 
Geneseo remains one of the more selective SUNY Colleges, ind that we will probably con
tinue to lose potential students to the University Centers, particularly Buffalo, as 
they attempt to meet their enrollment goals. 

Mr. Caren indicated to the Committee that we presently have a pool of several marginal 
applicants who do not presently meet the minimum standards for admission to the College. 
He suggested that some of these applicants do have potential for college success based 
upon RSE scores, SAT scores, or other indicators, but that present policy does not 
allow the consideration of these individuals. He asked the Committee for views on a 
policy change which would allow the Admissions Office selectively to dip into this 
marginal pool of applicants where other indicators suggest some potential for success. 
After discussion, the Committee unanimously endorsed this policy change. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gary Moore 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE CORE REQUIREMENTS AT SUNY GENESEO 

AS MODIFIED BY UAAC 

(SPRING 1977) 

The premises on which the Core Review Committee's recommendations a~e based are these: 

1) The acquisition of skills, capacities, dispositions, and knowledge in a common 
core should depend on the characteristics that ought to be possessed by responsible members 
of society, and not on personal interests or occupational goals. 

2) The most important of these characteristics are: . 
· al a capacity to reason critically and constructively, · 

b a capacity to express ideas in writing, clearly, coherently, and grammatically, I 

c an acquaintance with and an appreciation of problems, issues, institutions, !, 
practices, and trends in the contemporary social and natural world, 

· d) an acquaintance with the past and an appreciation of its relevance to our 
times, 

e) an acquaintance with major alternatives in the search for moral, social, and 
political standards, 

f) a heightened and broadened aesthetic experience. 

I. Entrance Examinations: 

Minimal writing skills: The minimal writing skills requirement ·can be satisfied 
a) by scoring above a set level on tests given by ETS, SAT, or other appropriate 
agencies, such levels to be determined by the English Department in consultation ~ith 
the Core Committee, OR b) by passing an examination designed by t~e English Department, 
OR c) by passing 3 credit hours of writing at Geneseo. 

Minimal mathematical skills: The minimal mathematical skills requirement can be 
satisfied a) by scoring above a set level on the SAT, ACT, or Regents mathematics test, 
such levels to be determined by the Mathematics Department in consultation with the Core 
Committee, OR b) by lassing an examination designed by the Mathematics Department 
covering the topics f basic arithmetic, fi) factors and prime numbers, iii) number 
systems and bases, iv first-order algebraic expressions, and v) graphs and plots, 
OR c) passing 3 credit hours of mathematics. 

II. Common Core Course Requirements: (a course is minimally three credit hours) 

~rftical Reasoning: A. Two courses in the natural sciences, at least one of which must 
ave a laboratory. A course appropriate for credit as a natural science core course 

must emphasize the scientific procedures that have been employed in the development of 
the theoretical structure of science. The laboratory component of a science core course 
should provide a valid introduction to certain experimental techniques of the science. 
The experiments should emphasize the recording of observations and the correlations of 
these observations with the theoretical basis of the science. B. Two courses with 
different prefixes which emphasize rational methods outside of the natural sciences. 
Exa~ of such courses are found in mathematics, logic, computer science, style 
anaTy~ in the fine arts, practical criticism in literature, theory of knowledge, and 
probability and statistics where the student is challenged to find a sequence of rules 
that solve problems (as opposed to the memorization of recipes~ 

Contemporary Issues and the Structure and Dynamics of the Social and Natural World: 

I 
·' 

Two courses with different prefixes designed to increase the student's understanding of I 
the human condition, of human institutions, and of the physical environment confronting 

' - ~ . 



Page 239 

mankind·. Examples of topics in this category are current research and ,discoveries in 
the understanding of human behavior, social and political institutions, current reseanh 
and discoveries in the dynamics and trends in institutional change, population, planni~, 
pollution, and the environment. 

INTELLECTUAL HISTORY: Two out of three courses in intellectual history (Western, Non
Western, or a mixture of .the two) with an emphasis on the search for moral, social, 
and political standards. A minimum of five major works from each period must be read. 
The Core Committee (when constituted) will establish a core of works to comprise one 
half of each of the works taught in the three courses~ The other half of the works 
taught in these courses will be taught at the discretion of the particular professor 
and be given notice to the Core Committee. The Core Committee is to be encouraged to 
set up a very broad 1 ist of appropriate works (Western and Non-Western, "humanist" or 
"scientific") which could be of use to the faculty who are to teach or who might potenti· 
ally teach these courses that stress the search for mora 1, soci a 1 and po 1 iti ca 1 standards. 
The rough break-points for the courses are 1300 A.D. for the first, and 1800 for the 
second. These courses are to be factual as well as conceptual, that is, a narrative 
history of the period being covered is to accompany the search for standards. One 
research paper and one critical-constructive paper is reauired in each course. Class 
size is not to exceed 40 students. These courses are to be taken after the Freshman 
year (with special permission possible for some students to begin in their second 
semester). The courses are to be numbered Int 221, tnt 222, Int 223. Int 221 and lnt 2n 
should be taken before lnt 223. Int 221 and 222 may be taken in the same semester or 
Int 222 may be taken first . 

AESTHETIC AWARENESS: Two courses designed to heighten and broaden aesthetic awarenes~, 
one of which may be a studio course selected from among those in which aesthetic cons1dera 
tions are a significant part of the course content. Each of these two courses must have 
a different prefix, taken from among the following prefixes: ArH/Art, Dan, Ora, Eng, 
Mus, Foreign Language 300 level literature courses, and Interdepartmental course from 
those areas designed to enhance aesthetic awareness. 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES: Two semesters of HPE activities courses designed to provide 
students with interests and skills that will encourage physical activity and the enjoyment 
of such activity .throughout their lives. · 

III. THE CORE COMMITTEE. A. Membership. Each department, or those departments tra
ditionally contributing courses to the common core, selects one candidate for the Core 
Committee. The candidate must have a record of interest and activity in the common 
core (exhibited by interdepartmental courses designed and taught, committee work, and 
so on). Each department of the college (excluding Library Science) can cast eight votes, 
two for candidates in each of the four academic areas (FA, HU, NS, SS). For example, 
each department can vote for two of the six candidates from the social sciences. Two 
members of the core committee are to be selected by Central Council, and should by upper 
division full-time students in good academic standing (2.0 GPA minimum). The President 
of the College is to designate one administrator as a member of the Core Committee. l 
Members of the Committee shall serve three-year rotating terms (excepting student members 
The initial members of Hu and NS shall serve two-year terms. 

· B. Functions. · 1) The Core Conmittee shall submit its recommendations for the 
approval of UAAC, which will make its recommendations to the Faculty Senate. 2) All 
courses which are to receive core ·credit must be submitted to the Core Committee. 
3) Courses designated for core credit shall receive a letter (to appear after the 1 course number} indicating the area of the core for which credit is available e.g., PhY 1 

(critical scientific reasoning), Eng 2708 (critical non-scientific reasoning), Int 123)C 
(contemporary issues), Int 2210 (intellectual history), ArH 382E (aesthetic awareness ' 
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HPE Z25F (lifetime sports). 4) The revised Core requirements shall be instituted no 
tater than the entering class of '79. The President shall take whatever steps are 
necessary to penmit a smooth transition from the current Common Core to the revised 
Common Core. 

* * * * * 

The following are suggested revisions to the recommendations of the "Core Committee" 
as modified by UAAC during the Spring Semester of 1977. 

* * * * * 

In view of the discussion during the open meetings last year, the subsequent UAAC 
meetings and Senate meetings, I suggest the following changes in the Core Proposal 
passed by UAAC t n Spring '77. 

CHANGE: Under II Critical Reasoning (line 1). Two courses in the natural sciences, 
both of which must have a laboratory. (from at least one) 

COMMENT: On II Contemporary Issues. The proposal passed by UAAC contains neither 
a writing requirement, nor a restriction on class size. The UAAC proposal 
took into account objections to earlier core proposals. 

CHANGE: Substitute for the Intellectual History section the following: 
The Search for Moral and Political Alternatives: Two courses which emphasize 
the search for moral and political standards. Major works in our tradition 
which exemplify this search should constitute the backbone of these courses. 
The courses are to be factual, as well as conceptual . They should contain 
a narrative history of the period being covered. One research paper and 
one critical-constructive paper is required in each course. 

COMMENT: On the substitution for Intellectual History. Special INT courses will 
not have to be created. Since normal departmental prefixes can be attached 
to courses satisfying this requirement, it should be easier to accept transfer 
credit for this category. The class size restriction has been removed, making 
the requirement easier to staff. (Concern about staffing persists, even 
though the English. History, and Philosophy departments have agreed to insure 
that it is staffed, and even though faculty from other departments have 
shown interest in teaching sections of this .requirement.) 

~NGE: Under II Aesthetic Awareness ·(line ·l). Three courses (and in line 3- from 
~) 

~: Un.der Physical Activities (line 1). Fo~r semesters (from two) 

~: Under IIIB. Functions. Delete part 3. 

··. William J. Edgar 
Department of Philosophy 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: L. Blackman, UAAC 

From: W. Cook 

Date: 

Subject: Revision of Core Proposal passed by UAAC last Spring 

I present two alternate proposals for the Western Tradition. The first is a reauir~ 
sequence of three three-hour courses with the chronological divisions at 1300 and 1815. 
The second is a sequence of two four·hour courses with the division at 1600. A proposed 
syllabus for the first semester of each alternative is attached. 

The Western Tradition will provide students with a systematic study of the institutions 
and culture that have evolved in Western Civilization. That a historically based 
study of our tradition is important to 1 iberal education can hardly be seriously questio 
It is unnecessary here to justify the study of democ!"acy and representative governnent, 
the university, Judaism, Islam and Christianity, and the cultural fonns of our society. 

The ~lestern Tradition will be taught as a mass 1 ecture course. Each semester will be 
under the responsibility of a faculty member (chairperson of the course) designated by 
the Core Committee. He/she will be responsible for the schedule of lectures and lecture 
There should not be more than two lecturers having primary responsibility for the course 
although guest lecturers should be scheduled when appropriate. Too many lecturers w111 
lead to confusion and lack of focus for the course. Each course should use a textbook 
(the same text should be used for the entire sequence and must be decided upon by the 
Core Committee). In addition, each course syllabus must contain at least six prima~ 
sources as required reading for the three-hour seauence and eight for the four-hour 
sequence. Each course must have an essay and short-answer type midtenn examination and 
final. Each course in the three-hour sequence must have one required paper of at least 
five pages and each four-hour course must have two five-page papers. 

If the three three-hour sequence is adopted, the course shall be entirely lecture wi~~ll 
at least one lecture on each assigned primary source. Grading of exams and papers ~ 
be the responsibility of the chairperson of the course. He/she shall head a team 0 ent 
graders made up of faculty val unteers. temporary service people, and/or graduate ~tud 
The chairperson of the course shall present detailed instructions for grading eac ~ 
written assignment to all graders in writing. Any student may appeal a grade on a 
exam or paper to the chairperson of the course, although a student should first see 
the grader of the paper (the grader will be required to fnftial each exam bookle~)dent. 
The chairperson of the course sha 11 personally grade one piece of work of each 5 u 5 When calculating the chairperson's course load, the course will couot as two co~rse · 

If the two four-hour sequence is adopted, the course shall consist of three lectures 
per week plus one discussion section (no more than 40 students per section). ThP 1 ~ 
discussion sections will be for the purpose of discussing primary sources, ampl~f~ 
lectures, and .reviewinq for the midterm and final examinations. Faculty conduc 1

05 
discussion sections will be responsible for grading all written work. Examinati\he 
will contain both questions corrrnon to all sections written by the chairperson of eetiO" 
course in consultation with section instructors, and questions written for each 5 wnct 
by its instructor . Paper topics are to be assigned by section instructors in c~~ 
with general guidelines agreed upon by the chairperson and the section instruct~~ ~f 
Grades will be determined by section instructors, and students will have no ri9•• 
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appeal to the chairperson of the course, although the chairperson may be called in by 
mutual consent of the instructor and the student. For purposes of calculating the course 
load, the chairperson shall have the Western Tradition count as one course. The section 
instructors shall have three sections count as one course; those teaching less than 
three sections shall do so as an overload. 

Each course will be offered each semester. This means that approximately 1200 students 
will be enrolled each part of the Western Tradition each year; thus, approximately 
600 students will be in a particular course in a given semester. With regard to the 
two four-hour sequence, this means that approximately 15 sections would have to be 
available in each course each semester. Thus, each course each semester will involve 
the equivalent of six courses (15 sections = 5 courses + 1 course for the chairperson). 
The total commitment for an entire year would thus be 24 courses or approximately 3 lines 
(slightly more than 1% of the faculty). The three three-hour sequence wculd involve 
only 1. 5 lines per year (1/2 load for three faculty members each semester) although 
it would involve use of graduate assistantships and/or temporary service money. Either 
way, this is an extraordinarily conservative use of college resources for the accomp
lishment of such a central aspect of the liberal arts experience. 
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Proposed list of lecture Topics for pre-1300 Course in the Three Three-Hour Course 
Structure: 

Introduction to the Course 
The Ancient Near East 
The Hebrews 
The Books of Samuel and Kings (to be read) 
The Earliest Greek Civilizations 
The Formation of the Polis 
The Creation and Character of Greek Democracy 
From the Persian to the Peloponnesian Wars 
Aeschylus, Agamemnon and Sophocles, Antigone (to be read) 
Art and Architecture of the Classical Period 
The Literature of War: Aristophanes, lysistrata and Thucycides, History 

(former to be read, latter selections only) 
The Fourth Century: Plato and Aristotle 
Plato, Crito and Apology (to be read) 
The Hellenistic World 
The Foundations of Rome 
The Structure of the Roman Republic 
The Punic Wars and Their Consequences 
The Collapse of the Republic 
The Culture of the Republic 
Augustus 
The Empire in the Pax Romana 
The Satyricon of Petronius (to be read) 
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
Women in the Ancient World · 
The Beginnings of Christianity: Luke and Acts of the Apostles (to be read) 
Early Christianity 
The Byzantine Empire · 
The Germanic Kingdoms in the West 
Foundations of t~edieval Christianity 
Charlemagne 
The Age of Feudalism 
The Song of Roland (to be read) 
Church and State in the 12th and 13th Centuries 
The Renaissance of the Twelfth Century 
Romane5que and Gothic Art and Architecture 
The Growth of Monarchies and th~ Development of Representative Institutions 
Scholasticism 
The Life of St. Francis (to be read) 
Women in the Middle Ages 
The Rise of Universities 



i 

I 
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Proposed List of Lecture and Discussion Topics for Pr~l600 Course in the Two 
Four-Hour Course Sequence: 

Lectures: ( 40} 

Introduction to the Course 
The Ancient Near East 
The Hebrews 
The Earliest Greek Civilizations 
The Formation of the Polis 
The Creation and Character of Greek Democracy 
From the Persian to the Peloponnesian Wars 
Art and Architecture of the Classical Period 
The Fourth Century: Plato and Aristotle 
The Hellenistic World 
The Foundations of Rome 
The Structure of the Roman Republic 
The Punic Wars and Their Consequences 
The Collapse of the Republic 
The Culture of the Republic 
Augustus 
The Empire in the Pax Romana 
The Decline and ~all of the Roman Empire 
Women in the Ancient World 
Early Christianity 
The Byzantine Empire 
The Germanic Kingdoms in the West 
Foundations of Medieval Christianity 
Charlemagne 
The Age of Feudalism · 
Church and State in the 12th and ·13th Centutfes 
The Renaissance of the 12 Century 
Romanesque and Gothic Art and Architect~re · 
The Growth of Monarchies and the Development of Representative Institutions 
Scholasticism · 
Women in the Middle Ages 
The Rise of Universities 
Italy in the 14th Century 
Renaissance Humanism 
Florence under Lorenzo the Magnificent 
Renaissance Art in Italy 
Northern Humanism 
Background to the Reformation 
Luther 
John Clavin and the Radicals 

Discuss ions: ( 11) 

The Books of Samuel and Kings 
Aeschylus, Agamemnon and Sophocles, Ant1¥one 
Aristophanes, Lysistrata and selectionsrom Thucyc1des, History 
Plato, Crito and Apology 
Petroni us, Satyricon ·.: 
~ and Acts of the Apostles 
The Sond of Roland 
ihe life of St. Francis 
Dante, Inferno 
Machiavelli, The Prince 
Luther, Selected Writi~s · 
The other three discuss1on periods would be used for a review for the midterm 

~ exam, the exam itself, and a review for the final exam. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: UAAC 

From: c. F. Thompson 

Date: 27 December 1977 

Subject: Core Proposal 

A Proposal for a Revision of the Common Core 
Charles F. Thompson 
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This proposal is based on the assumptions that (1) a knowledge of the intellectual 
development, history, and science of Western Civilization should be a requisite for a 
liberal arts degree and (2) that the recipient of a bachelor's degree should be well 
versed in the written and spoken forms of his language and should be famflfar with 
basic mathematics . 

The essence of my proposal is that the courses acceptable to fulfill the core 
should be more restrictive than at present. I should be happy to speak on these issues 
and to ·present this proposal fn person to UAAC. 

I propose to divide the curriculum into subdivisions based on content as follows: 
{1) communication, {2) humanities, (3) fine arts, {4) social sciences, (5) natural 
sciences/mathematics, and (6) physical education. Each subdivision of the core should 
contain the following courses (I base thf.s on present course offerings and their catalog 
descriptions; I am not suggesting that new courses not be developed or that old ones 
could no~ be. revised): ·. : : : ·· , . 

(1) Communications (1 ~o~rse ~~o~ · A and 1' course. from B) 
A. Eng 100, Eng 200, Eng 201 
B. Spe 101, Spe 102, Spe 212, Spe 213, .Spe 350 

(2) Humanities {4 courses) 
A. Eng 210, Eng 211, Eng 294 
B. Phi 100, Phi 111, Phi 120, Phi 130 
C. Literature courses in foreign languages 
D. His 105, His 106, His 107 

(3) Fine Arts (2 courses) 
A. Art, Dance, Drama, Music 

(4) Social Sciences (2 courses) 
A. Ant 100, Ant 200 D. PSc 120, PSc 130 
B. Eco 101, Eco 102 E. Psy 100 
C. Geo· 160, Geo 161 F. Soc 100 

(5) Natural Sciences (2 laboratory courses and 1 mathematics course) 
A. Ast 100 D. Gsc 100, Gsc 101 
B. Bio 100, Bio 103 E. Phy 100, Phy 105 
C. Che 103 F. Mat 112, 117, 221, 222, 242 . 

(6) Physical Education (4 courses) 
.A. Four semesters of activity. 

.... 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Mr. Blackman, Chainman of UAAC 

From: E. Ritter, Professor of Biology 

Date: 8 December 1977 

Subject: Core Revision 

This proposal is being submitted in the belief that it will meet the needs of 
the greatest number of students who choose to attend the College -- either as beginning 
students or as transfer students; that it will enable our students to gain exposure 
to concepts in the basic areas we traditionally consider valid for education in the 
liberal arts; that it will ensure a modicum of exposure and training in necessary and 
desirable skills; and finally ensure physical activity to complete the notion of the 
need to train body as well as mind. 

Moreover, it is my belief that all of the above can best be handled within the 
existing framework of the College and there is no need to construct core departments. 
Further -- by restricting selection to 100 level courses for other than "tool or skill" 
areas, one assures that students will be exposed to breadth rather than more "skill" 
in the traditional liberal arts areas. 

Core Program 

I Tool Courses 2 required 

Based upon the question -- What is essential? 
1 course in Expository Writing 

Based upon the question -- What is highly desirable? 
1 course (at least) from amongst: 

Speech (a speech giving course) 
Mathematics 
Computer Science 
Logic 
Foreign Language (100 or 200 level) 

II Fine Arts 2 required 

Any 2 courses at the 100 level 

III Humanities 2 required 

Any 2 courses at the 100 level 

IV Natural Sciences 2 required 

Any 2 laboratory courses at the 100 level 

V Social Sciences 2 required · 

Any 2 courses at the 100 level 

VI HPE 4 activity courses required 
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MEMORANDU~, 

To: Larry Blackman, Chairman, UAAC 

From: George Goedel, Tim DeChenne, Jerry Meyer 

Date: January 31, 1978 

Re: Alternative core revision proposal 

The following proposal is based on the assumption that the structure of the present 
· core is essentially worthwhile, and needs to be modified mainly in the direction of in

creasing the requirements for distributional diversity. In revising the SUC Geneseo 
core we were guided by the following premises: 1) All students should be able to demon· 
strate a reasonable level of competence in verbal and quantitative skills, and 2} All 
students should have exposure to the basic perspectives of a variety of disciplines. 

The proposal consists of three parts: 

A. Entrance Requirements 
1. All students will be required to take a standardized achievement test (such 

as the SAT) prior to admission. This test will be used~ as a screening 
device, i.e., to identify those students with deficient verbal or quantitative 
skills. Scores on the test will not be used to block a student's admission. 

2. If a student falls below a minimum score on the verbal and/or quantitative 
portions of the test, he or she will be formally notified of the deficiency. 
In addition, it will be recommended, but not required, that the student take 
a specially designed remedial course in the area of the deficiency. 

3. Prior to graduation, a student classified as deficient in verbal and/or quanti· 
tative skills will be required to demonstrate proficiency in that area by 
passing a special examination(s). This examination will also constitute, in 
whole or part, the final examination for the specially designed remedial courses. 
Specifics of the examination, including passing grade and number of retests 
permitted, will be determined by the committee constructing the exam. 

B. Distribution Requirements . 
1. The requirement of taking two courses from each of the four traditional academe 

areas (NS (lab courses only), SS, HU, and FA), as well as four semester hours 
of HPE, will be maintained 

2. The two courses used to fulfill core in a given area must have different pre
fixes. Thus, for example, a student could fill NS slot with one biology 
and one chemistry course, but not with two biology courses. 

3. Courses within a student's major will not count toward fulfillment of the core. 
Points 2 and 3 above maintain the present core structure, but insure a greater 
distributional diversity. 

C. Content Requirements. 

The detennination of the courses in a department suitable for core will be ~de 
by that department itself, subject to Senate approval. Departments will be 
requested to exclude from core those courses judged to be highly specializ~ 
or exclusively technical. This last point is in keeping with the effort to 
insure a students exposure to the basic perspectives of any given discipline. 

I . 
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MEMORANDUr1 TO: L. Blackman, Chairman 

Undergraduate Academic Affairs Committee 

FROM: 

oAT£: 

P. Alley 

December 6, 1977 

I. SUBJECT: Proposed Alternative Core Proposal 

I. Reading and Mathematics Level Committee 

A. Membership 

Two faculty members from each academic area, Director of Admissions 
(or designee), Dean for Instruction (or designee) and two student repre
sentatives. Faculty members would serve for a two year term. Area faculty 
would vote on members: Each department could nominate one member. 

B. Function 

To set minimum levels for language arts and mathematical skills for 
graduation. 

II. Common Core Course Requirements: (a course is minimally three credit hours) 

A. None in major area. (C, D, E or F) 

B. One course whic.h emphMi.ze.o Jr.atlonal methodh ou:Ui.de. o6 the natUilal ~cienc.e.& 
( examp.te..6 Me ma..thema.tiCA, c.omputeJt, logic., ~ty.e.e. arr.a.i..y.&.ih and Mne aJt:t.&, etc..). 

C. Three courses .in :the natUJta.i.. ~c.i.enc.e.o, a.t i..ea..6t two of wiUc.h mu.6.t have a 
i..a.bo!Letto!uj. A c.ou!L6e appJtOp!Ua..te noll c.JteciU M a na.tultai ~cienc.e COILe C.OI.I.Me 
mMt empha.6i.ze ~ cJ.enU6i.c. pJtOc.eduJt~ that have been employed .in the devdop
me.n.t o 6 .the theoltai..c.al .&:tJw.c.:twte o 6 .6 uenc.e. The laboltatolt!f component o o 
a .6c.i.enc.e colle c.ou!L6e .6hould p!Lov.ide a vali.d .i~oduc.ti.on to c.~ expell..i
menta..e. tec.hni.qu~ o~ .6c..i.enc.e. Expell.iment6 ~houtd empha.&.ize :the. llec.olldhtg o6 
ob~e.~~.va..ti.on-6 and the c.oltllelat.ion o6 tlt~e ob~e~~.va:t.i.on-6 with the theolleti..c.al 
bM~ o 6 the .6uenc.e. 

D. Three courses in the social sciences. Th~e c.o~e& aiLe de&i.gned to i.nc.lleMe 
.the ~dude.nt' .6 undeMtancUng o 6 :the c.on:tempoll.all!J human c.onditi.on-6, W.tUuti..orl-6, 
and o6 the c.onte.mpollally .&ocia.e. and phy.&.ic.al env.ill.onmen:t c.on611.onti.ng manfU.nd. 
The formal course methods will include a strong emphasis on writing and 
informational research methods (especially the effective use of libraries.) 

E. Three courses in the humanities, at least one of these courses should deal fn 
.the. i.n:teU.e.ctual IU.&tolty (W~:te.llrt, non-Wet~te.lln, olt a m.ixtUII.e o6 two) w.Uh an 
emphM.£6 on .the lle..6eallc.h 6oll mollai.., .6ocia.e. and po.U.Uc.al JJ.tMdOJI.d6. Suc.h 
COU/t.6e..6 would c.oveJt one o6 thJtee. p~,1r.i.od6: -oo B. C. to 1300 A. V., 1300 A. V. 
to · 7 800 A. V. , 1800 A. V. to :the. plluent. TheA e. c.oUIL6e6 aiLe to be 0actua.t ~ 
weU M c.onc.ep.tual, that .i-6, a naJ!Ju:lti.ve. hMtoJty o 6 the pell.i.od bung c.ovvr.ed 
~ to a.c.eompany :tJt...iA .6e.Mc.h 6oll .6tandaJtdh. One lteAeallc.h pape!L and one c.!U:ti.eal 
C.On.&tllucti.ve pape11. .i-6 lle.qui.lled. The course is normally to be taken by students 
who have spent at least one semester on campus. The other two courses should 
have a specific focus in an area of history, literature or philosophy. The 
moral, social, and political standards along with the relevant narrative history 
are to be re 1 a ted to the focus. ) 

./ 



Page 249 

F. Three courses in the fine arts area. At t~~t two oo th~~ co~~ ~hould 
b~ d~igne.d to heighten and bJtoo.den the ct~.theUc awaJt.en~~. No moJte :tha.n 
one .&u.ch coWt.6e. mo.y be a. ~tucUo co~e .in which techniqu~ a.Jte the plUme 
c.onceJtrt. No more tha.n one .ma.y be a. .otu.dio C.OUIL6e ~elected oMm a.mong tho.6e 
.in which a.~the.tic. c.on6idell.lLt{.oM aJLe a. .oig..U~ic.a.nt paJr.t o o the cou.M e conten-t 
No moJte thctrt two c.oWt.6~ ma.y ha.ve the .oa.me pJte6ix. No more than one course · 
may be from English and Foreign Language at the 300 level and interdepartmental 
courses which are designed to enhance aestheic awareness. 

G. Physical Education requirement will be three hours. 

III. CoJte Committee 

A. MembwJUp 

All present and past University Senators, present and past Faculty 
Chairmen (back to 1965), Distinguished University Professors, Distinguished 
Teaching Professors, the Academic Vice President and the president of the 
student body. 

B. Function 

(1) All courses which are to be counted toward the common core must be 
submitted to and approved by this committee. The committee will 
determine the appropriate core credit area. 

(2) ihis committee forwards its recommendations to UAAC for acceptance 
or rejection but not modification. If UAAC accepts, the recommendations 
are forwarded to Faculty Senate for acceptance. 

IV. GeneJtai VegJtee Requilteme~: 

A. Sa.W 6Y Common CoJte. Re.quiltement (II). 

B. ~o moJt.e than. 80 hoWt.6 mo.y be. ta~en in a given aJt.e.a. 

C. 124 houJrA will be Jte.qtU!ted 6oJt gJtctdua.t.ion, o6 which a.t t~t 44 mu&t be 
Mom ou.Uide. the. .&tu.de.nt' .o ma.joJt a.Jtea.. 

V. Stu.de.nt6 mU6t pctM the. Jte.o.cUng a.nd ma.thema.Uc.a.t tc.ve..U M deteJtmi.ne.d by 
the Jtea.dhtg and mctthe.ma.tic.a..f. le.ve.U committee. 

E. Ve.pa.Jt.tme.nt.o ma.y o 6 6e.Jt mi.noJv~ o 6 a.t tea..ot 7 8 houJL6 but no molte .than 2 7 
ho~. 

~ 


