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DecE!Ilber 2, 1977 

Two television interviews of general interest to members of the college 

community will be shown on the campus closed circuit television network next 

week. 

A 12-minute interview with College President Robert W. MacVittie conducted 

by Margaret Graham-Smith on Channel 10, Rochester, last week, wfll be shown on 

Monday, December 5 and Tuesday, December 6 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Channels 2 

and 3 of the closed circuit network. 

Immediately following the interview with Dr. MacVittie, a tape of the 

first press conference with SUNY Chancellor-designate Dr. Clifford Wharton 

and Mrs. Wharton held recently in Albany will be shown. Dr. Wharton commented 

on a number of critical issues facing higher education during his news 

conference . 

Arrangements for obtaining the tapes of the two interviews were made by 

the Office of College Relations and the Instructional Resources Center as an 

informational service to the Geneseo college community. 

This issue of Faculty Senate consists of pages 171 - 179. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
NOVEMBER 22, 1977 

MEETING #13 
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Chairman Brennan called the meeting . to order at 1:00 P.M. Members present were: P. AlleJ. 
L. Blackman, T. Colahan, K. Duffy, R. Hatheway, D. Innis, ~· Kucaba, R. MacVittie, J. Meyei 

T. Pray, D. Watt. , 

The minutes of Meeting #12 were approved as printed on pp. 161-163. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

The College Council had a good visit on campus last Friday. They enjoyed their 
luncheon with members of the Executive Committee. 

Seven buildings on campus were without power yesterday; power came back on at 2:00 a. 
this Tuesday morning. 

The College Council supported President MacV1tt1e's proposal to maintain the annual 
average goal for full time equivalent enrollment (FTE) at 5300, phasing down to 5000 FTE 
over a three-y·ear period. 

Subsequently President MacVittie has received notification from Albany that our 
annual average FTE goal for 1978-79 will be reduced to 5121. This figure was reached 
through an examination of Geneseo's continuation and retention rates for the last three 
years and gives us the benefit of the highest figure, 2867 FTE. The Division of the 
Budget is aware of our efforts here at Genes eo to increase admf ss ions. The reduct f on doe! 
not represent a reduction in tenns of FTE generated by new incoming students; our probl~ 
is with retention. To reach the annual average goal, the figures for Fall enrollment w,l\ 
have to be higher than that goal, because Spring enrollment figures generally drop. 

In response to a question by Mr. Hatheway, President MacVitt1e acknowledged that the 
lowering of the 1978-79 enrollment goal by 179 FTE (5300 FTE-5121 FTE) is equivalent to 
ten less faculty lines • 

. The Executive Corrmittee watched a video tape of Chancellor Wharton's press conferenct 

Following the conference, President MacVittie told of the luncheon which the Council 
of Presidents and their spouses had with Chancellor and Mrs. Wharton last Sunday. ™ 
Chancellor addressed three questions to the body for discussion: 

1) He asked what they felt SUNY's image was. The discussion dealt with 
SUNY's image ~ationally, within the state, and locally. · 

2) He asked what should be SUNY's priority. The response was almost 
unanimous in calling for a strong voice for public higher education 
within the state. 

3) He asked for the body's feeling for centralized administration versus 
decentralized administration. · 

Mrs. Wharton then addressed a series of questions to the spouses exploring the extellt 
to which they felt involved with the responsibilities of their mates. 

Chancellor Wharton will begin h1s term in January. 
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cHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Chairman Brennan has consulted with Mr. Quick. He has urged all staff in Milne 
Library to do everything possible to keep the building quiet. He has also agreed to 
cooperate with Central Council tn placing "quiet" signs throughout the building. 

'; Chairman Brennan has received a memorandum from Ivan Kaldor in reference to the 
selection of graduate student senators. They are presently selected from the residents 
of Wayne Hall. Mr. Kaldor is suggesting that the basis for selection be expanded. 

The Garland Parker Survey has been published with returns from 678 institutions with 
1.8million students enrolled. 

The full-time total student enrollment is up .9 percent to 1,140,799. 

The number of Freshmen is down 1.4 percent in the colleges surveyed. This drop 
comes in advance of the anticipated decline in high-school graduates. 

Part-time enrollment in two-year colleges surveyed was up by 17.7 percent. 
Part-time enrollment in four:.oyear institutions has dropped by i.5 percent. 
In all, the reporting colleges showed an 8.9 percent gain in part-time 
students. 

The study showed 1,165,720 students enrolled in 4 year institutions, an increase 
of nearly one percent. 

In the 197 two year institutions surveyed, there were 622,539 students, an 
increase of 9.2 percent. 

The National Center for Educational statistics report (September 1977) forecast an increase 
of 2. 5 percent. overall. · 

Chairman Brennan has received a report from the American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities task force on the Meaning of the Baccalaureate: 

A baccalaureate degree assumes a capability to deal creatively and 
realistically with personal, community, national, and international 
concerns. It assumes that a college graduate is able to think logically, 
to act rationally, and to make appropriate decisions about the future 
based on past and present conditions and circumstances. It also assumes 
an understanding of ethics and aesthetics which provides a foundation 
for the development of a value system which can be translated into 
effective social action. 

To qualify for the baccalaureate degree, a student must 

g~ 
(3) 

(4) 

achieve mastery in written and spoken English; 
understand and be able to apply the scientific method 
and basic mathematical concepts; 
gain a perspective of the social sciences. including 
knowledge about the interaction of human groups, and 
of world and U. S. history, institutions, and comparative 
economic systems; and 
have acquired basic knowledge and competencies in the 
humanities. such as literature and art, and a knowledge-
able appreciation of the value of the humanities to the 
individual and to society. 

These competencies must be carefully and appropriately evaluated. 



Page 174 

. In addition, the student must achieve mastery of a subject 
or interdisciplinary field and must be made aware, through 
counseling, of his specialty•s relationship to vocational or 
professional use. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

UAAC - Will meet today to develop a definition of the liberal Arts. Mr. Alley 
suggested that UAAC develop a uniform format for Core model proposals, and require 
adherence to it to facilitate discussion and comparison. 

GAAC - No report. 

FACULTY AFFAIRS - Will be continuing discussion of CIE, the departments• uses of 
the CIE, the evaluation of tenured faculty, and the freeze of travel funds. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS . ~ Will continue work on the C. I.E. 

BUDGET - No report. 

UNIVERSITY SENATOR - No report. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice Jones Meyer 
Faculty Secretary 

UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
NOVEMBER 22, 1977 

MEETING #9 

Chairman Blackman called the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m. Members present were : 
J. Barrett, P. Boger, J. Clausz, T. Calahan, K. Coombs , T. DeChenne, s. Edgar, G. Moore, 
D. Parish, s. Rutherford, J. Schumaker, R. Sells, W. Soffer, and E. Stelzig. Visitors 
present were: V. Kemp and J. Kucaba. 

The minutes of the November 8, 1977, meeting were approved. 

The agenda was adopted. 

Chairman•s Report - None. 

New Business 

Policy: 

Dr. Calahan had asked UAAC for guidelin~s concerning a definition of liberal arts a~ 
what courses in the curri cul urn count as 11 bera 1 arts courses. The advice will be usef~\s 
to him in the discussion with the Vice Presidents of Academic Affairs of SUNY institut10 

meeting on November 29 and 30, ·1977. 

Mr. Rutherford submitted a statement on behalf of the policy subcommittee and dr~ 
attention specifically to a list of courses which the subcommittee felt did not count 
as liberal arts courses. He emphasized that the report of the subcommittee is but a 
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~rk1ng definition and that the policy subcommittee welcomes dtscussion. Mr. Stelzig 
pointed out that the principle used by the subcommittee in excluding courses had to do 
with those which teach vocational and technical skills. Mr. Sells expressed the view 
that science courses which are strictly laboratory in nature should be excluded. Mr. 
Clausz felt, however, that laboratory courses which are research-oriented should be 
included because they stimulate imagination and creativity. Mr. OeChenne asked whether 
statistics should be excluded, since some statistics courses involve liberal arts skills. 
Mr. Moore explained that many of the courses excluded are grouped in categories and that 
ff individual departments believe these courses should be included, they should provide 
reasons for including them. Mr. Stelzig referred to the Oxford-English dictionary 
definition of the word "liberal 11 and pointed out that the definition says that something 
fs liberal if it is directed to general intellectual cutlure and is not narrowly 
technical or professional. Mr. Rutherford felt that the word, liberal, might be applki~d 
fn different senses for different people depending on a given student 1 S reason for ta 1ng 
the course. Mr. OeChenne suggested submitting the dictionary definition to each depart
~nt along with the request that they indicate which of their courses they believe count 
as liberal arts. Chainnan Blackman observed that there are three criteria which the 
committee seemed to be applying in determining which courses are liberal arts: 

1) A liberal arts course is a course which has certain desired effects 
1n the student. It develops the following things: 

a) the ability to think critically, 

b) the ability to make rea~oned value judgement, 

c) historical perspective, and 

d) the creative imagination. 

2) Is primarily of theoretical interest. 

3) Is not of an immediate vocational orientation. 

Mr. Barrett emphasized the value of having the various departments discuss these 
~tters in order to broaden the base of the discussion. Mr. Rutherford expressed the 
opinion that Fine Arts are not well represented in the proposed definition. Mr. Clausz 
saw a parallel between Fine Arts Studio courses and vocational courses. Ms. Schumaker 
pointed out that the Fine Arts departments may object to the proposed definition, since 
90 hours of liberal arts are required for the B.A. If studio courses don't count as 
being liberal arts, then many Fine Arts majors may have trouble graduating. Chairman 
Blackman explained that the definition being developed will be of use not only to Vice 
President Calahan in his discussion with the SUNY Vice Presidents but might also be used 
in determining which courses count as liberal arts in regard to the State Education 
Department requirements and perhaps even in regard to the new core program. Mr. Moore 
s~gested that the attempt to define liberal arts is of no value, because it ·ts ·difficult 
to apply the definition to determine which courses specifically count. Several individuals 
said that there was nonetheless a need to develop a defirdtion and Chairman Blackman 
~phasized that a definition can serve as a useful guideline even if it does not act in 
all cases as a decision procedure. Mr. DeChenne moved that a liberal arts course be 
considered a course which stimulates critical thinking in the student and is not primarily 

' intended as vocational or technical training and that this definition be submitted to 
the various departments along with the list of courses excluded by the polfcy subcommittee 
as being liberal arts courses, in order to obtain their responses from the various 
departments. The courses excluded are: 
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Accounting (all) 
Fine Arts studio courses 
Computer programming courses 
Economics 111, 112 
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Professional Education Courses (with the exception 
of EEF 271, EEF 272, EEF 397) 

English courses which teach writin9 as a skill 
Health and Physical Education (all) 
Journalism (with the exception of Jou 105) 
Management Science (with the exception of MSC 261) 
Radio and Television studio courses 
Speech Pathology and Audiology (all) 
Speech Communication courses which teach speaking 

or listening as a skill 
Basic Skills writing course 

Some education methods courses are outside the Education 
Division and should be excluded. Also content designed for teaching (e.g., Children's 
Literature) should be excluded. . . 

· Also to be excluded are paralegal courses, internships, 
and courses in statistics and research techniques. 

Discussion then centered on the use of the word "critical" with some members of the 
committee believing that the word is too vague and others believing that the word excludes 
some courses which we might ordinarily want to include as liberal arts. Mr. Rutherfo~ 
suggested that liberal arts courses are designed primarily to develop a historical a~ 
theoretical basis for critical thinking but that the emphasis on critical thinking is 
perhaps mistaken. 

Several members of the committee expressed the view that Physical Education courses 
should not be accepted as liberal arts and that a definition which included them was 
inadequate. Chairman Blackman expressed the view that the definition would raise pr~l~ 
because of its narrowness; it will exclude some courses which ought not to be exclud

1 
· 

The motion passed with seven in favor, five opposed. It was emphasized that the mot on 
is not a recommendation to the Faculty Senate but is merely a starting point for dis· t 
cuss1on. It 'is expected that the definition will be revised when the various departmens 
respond. 

Adjournment. 5:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine Farneth 
Secretary 
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Chairman Brennan called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Members present were: P. Alley, 
L. Blackman, K. Duffy, K. Deutsch, R. Hatheway, V. Kemp, J . Kucaba, R. MacVittie, J. Meyer, 
T. Pray, D. Watt, and Steve Kelley. 

PRESIDENT MACVITTIE 

Notification has been received from Albany regarding a revision in our targeted FTE 
for 1978-79 from the 5121 FTE figure, of which they had notified us earlier (See Minutes 
of Executive Committee Meeting #13), to a new target of 5140 FTE. Included in this revised 
figure is a raise in new student FTE from 1080 to 1100 FTE, graduate FTE stable at 250, 
and transfer FTE stable at 548. 

The Central Office has asked the Division of Budget not to decrease budgets because 
of decreased enrollments. While there are some indications that the Division of Budget 
may be in accord with this proposal, the Division is subject to the Governor and there 
can be no firm commitment. 

In response to a question, President MacVittie indicated that the eight plus faculty 
lines that the enrollment drop from 5300 FTE to 5140 FTE would eliminate will be absorbed 
to the extent possible by elimination of lines that are not occupied. He expressed 
optimism that Geneseo can reach an annual enrollment average of 5200 FTE for 1978-79, and 
that it will help in future years. 

He indicated in repsonse to another question that the staffing formula is based upon 
the ratio of students to faculty. When asked whether he would be reconvening the Kemp
Edgar Committee on Priorities, he said that the committee is still in existence and 
would be reconvened . 

CHAIRMAN BRENNAN 

President MacVittie has approved all actions taken at the November 15 meeting of 
the Faculty Senate. 

The President's Cabinet met this morning. Minutes of the meeting will be available 
fn the Faculty Chainman's office. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

UAAC - Mr. Blackman reported that the committee will meet next Tuesday to consider 
the proposed definition of a minor and several proposed minors. 

He referred to the minutes of the last UAAC meeting for the discussion of the 
definition of Liberal Arts. . 

It was asked how many minors are acceptable within a department. Ms. Kemp 
indicated that the minors being received now are all interdepartmental; that there is 
some question whether minors within departments will be allowed. 

GAAC- Is meeting today to consider several workshops and the Graduate School library. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS - Is meeting today to continue their discussion of the CIE. Ms. 
Duffy also reported that her committee had been asked to discuss the facilities for handi
capped students. President MacVittie indicated that there is a committee sitting on Campus 
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with that charge and questioned therefore whether it was a charge of Student Affairs. 
Persons with questions or problems concerning conditions for the handicapped on campus 
should contact either R. McWilliams or R. Satryb. The membership of this corrmittee is 
composed of students, graduate students, faculty, administrative personnel, and handi· 
capped representatives . The coiTITlittee is concerned with problems of handicapped persons 
on this campus, whether students or employees. 

FACULTY AFFAIRS - Will meet today to continue their discussion of the CIE and to 
set up a study of how Department CoiTITlittees use the CIE. Dr. Ristow will also atteoo 
the meeting to discuss the freezing of travel funds. 

Mr. Innis asked the Executive Committee for suggestions for proceeding with the 
Faculty Affairs committee's charge of developing policy proposals for the evaluation of 
tenured faculty members. It was suggested that due process of law be considered in 
framing policy reconunendations. The Board of Trustees Policy for reviewing those eligible 
for continuing appointment was proposed as a model. It was mentioned that the evaluation 
process should be positive, lending suggestions for assistance with the goal of revitalizi 
the tenured person's conmitrnent to teaching. Discussion of the relation of the evaluatio 
to retrenchment brought out the safeguards against using such evaluation for retrenchment 
purposes. Retrenchment should be based upon the closing of a specific department or the 
cancelling of a degree program. 

BUDGET - The committee will have completed a first draft of a faculty handbook on 
the budget by January 15. 

UNIVERSITY SENATOR - No report. 

NEW BUSINESS 

President MacVittie reported that the Search Committees for an Affirmative Action 
Officer and a Director of Security are active. 

President MacVittfe also reported that at the Cabinet Meeting this morni~g a r~~~~t 
was received from Security that officers be allowed to carry batons. After d1scussl 
it was agreed to allow securHy officers to carry batons only in their cars on anto begin 
experimental basis; the batons to be used only for restraint. The experime~t nl contfnU! 
early in February or March, after a Director of Security has been hired, an ~on of the 
through the summer and into the Fall, at which time there would be an evaluat!w Director 
experiment. He said that when a policy concerning this is developed by the n 
of Security it will be made public. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice Jones Meyer 
Faculty Secretary 
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STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
NOVEMBER 29, 1977 

MEETING #6 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Duffy at 4:05 p.m. Members present were: 
K. Duffy, F. Howard, J. Garvey, H. Hallahan, B. Robertson, T. Bohling, G. Engberthson, 
J. Neese, B. Gohlman, J. Bushnell, S. Calnek, L. Ruddy, I. Fearn. 

CAAIRPERSON'S REPORT: Or. McWilliam's office has set up a committee to look into possible 
problems of handicapped students at Geneseo. The committee will have its first meeting 
at 2:00p.m. on Friday, December 2. All handicapped students with complaints should be 
referred to that comnittee. The problem of selection of graduate students for Student 
Affairs and GAAC was brought up. It was felt that the process was biased, as only 
students from Wayne Hall were being considered. Alternate methods will be looked into. 

:i Chairperson Duffy handed out copies of the proposed CIE form. It was decided that 
to protect the anonymity of students filling out the form, that they should be classified 

11 as lower division, upper division, other, instead of the present Fr., Soph., Jr., Sr. 

The response mode for the 7 core questions was then discussed. The committee felt 
that the questions be restated to provide more emphasis on the course and instructor, 
and less on the student. The response mode was decided to be a bar graph with .. not at 
an• at the low end, and "very much .. at the high. end. 

The discussion centered finally on the administration time and security for the CIE. 
The following suggestions were adopted: 

1. The forms should always be available to instructors for self 
evaluation, but would be mandatory at the end of the semester. 

2. A volunteer proctor should be selected who will administer the 
forms and sign a statement that the professor followed all 
instructions pertaining to the CIE. 

3. The proctor should take the completed forms to a checkpoint, i.e., 
C. U. Info Desk, Library, etc., immediately after the class. 

4. All cases of misconduct on the part of the instructor should be 
reported to the Standards and Ethics Committee. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Fritz Howard 
Secretary pro tern 


