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ACULTY SENATE STAT£ UNIVCRSITY COLLCCC AT CCNCSCO, N.Y. 

March 16, 1979 

Following is the complete slate of nominations for the Spring 1979 elections to be 
conducted April 9-13, 1979. Departmental affiliations have been added to the names, as 
decided by the Executive Committee action on_ February 27, 1979 (p. 253}. 

Vice-Chainnan 

John Deutsch (Che} 
Stacey Edgar (CSc) 

John Clausz (Bio) 
Lucienne Entenberg (FLA) 
Gary Giachino (Che) 
Carol Godsave (Edu) 
John Harsh (Psy) 
Glenn Hastedt . (PSc} 
James Kimball (Mus) 
Gary Moore (Bus) 
Miles Wortman (His) 
Ann Young (Soc) 

Secretary Treasurer 

Barbara Joshi (PSc) 
Donald Trasher (Math} 

Andrew Heitzman (Edu} 
Lanna Ruddy (Psy) 

Campus Auxiliary Services 
(Three to be elected) 

Fred Bright (HPE) 
Lee Bryant (CSc) 
William Gohlman (His) 
Bhairav Joshi (Che) 
David Meisel (Phy) 
Ronald Sitler (SpPath} 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MARCH 13, 1979 
!otEETING NO. 23 

Norman Bauer (Edu) 
Susan Roark-Calnek (Ant) 
Thomas Conlon (Edu) 
William Cook (His) 
Margaret Giles (Hol) 
Kenneth Kinsey (Phy) 
Ray Lougeay (Geo) 
Henry Latorella (Bio) 
Janice Meyer (Ora) 
Kevork Nahabedian (Che) 
Gerald Smith (Eng) 
Durlyn Wade (Edu) 
James Watson (Soc) 

The meetinq was called to order by Vice-Chairman Blackman at 1:00 p.m. Members present 
were: W. Brennan, J. Bushnell, T. Calahan, J. Deutsch, S. Edgar, R. Foreman, D. Innis, 
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J. Kucaba, G. Moore, R. Rocha. 

It was noted that the date of the previous meeting was March 6 rather than the date 
printed on p. 268. The minutes were approved as printed on pp. 268-271. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT- Mr. Blackman 

Martin Fausold is a patient in Strong Memorial Hospital, where he recently under
went open heart surgery. 

Chairman W~tt has received a memorandum from Mrs. Edgar regarding the possibility 
of a system of absentee ballots for the upcoming election. She feels that several people 
who are on sabbatical and not in the Geneseo area might want to vote. There apparently 
has been no instance of absentee voting in the past. The consensus of the Committee 
was that a system of absentee ballots should not be created. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Mr. Calahan 

Chancellor Wharton has issued a press release regarding the increase in tuition and 
board. He provides a clear explanation of the increase and the disposition of the 
resulting revenue. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

UAAC - The Policy Subcommittee of UAAC has sent to Mr. Joseph Quirk, Chairman 
of the College Council, a letter containing the Subcommittee's considered sug
gestions regarding the criteria on which candidates for the Presidency of the 
College will be recommended for interview, the interview procedures, and the 
possibility of obtaining additional information on candidates beyond that pro
vided by application folders and interviews. The Policy Subcommittee expressed 
the hope that these suggestion~ would be received in the same spirit in which 
thev were offered, that of wantinq what is best for the College. The Exec~tive 
Committee discussed the Poltcy Su5committee•s action. Concerns of this kind 
should be expressed through one of the faculty representatives to the Presi
dential Search Advisory Committee (see p. 269). 

GAAC - No report. 

FACULTY AFFAIRS - No report. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS - Several members of the Committee met last Thursday with Ms. 
Duffy and other interested people to discuss the issue of student representation 
on the departmental level. The Student Affairs and Faculty Affairs Committees 
hope to formulate a joint resolution on student representation for future con
sideration by the Senate. 

A Subcommittee has been formed to review past Geneseo student handbooks and 
handbooks from other colleges. Ms. Schumaker has offered to meet with the sub
committee to discuss items for possible inclusion in the proposed handbook. 

BUDGET - No report. 

UNIVERSITY SENATOR - No report. 

CENTRAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 

Budget hearings will end later this week. 



I Page 283 

( A referendum concerning the Volunteer Center's request to realign their budget is 
being held today. 

Ever since learning that Chancellor Wharton had said that campuses could raise 
mandatory student fees if an increase were approved in a student referendum, Mr. Fore
man has attempted to learn what type of referendum was required. He learned yesterday 
that what was actually needed was a vote of confidence requiring approval by 51 % of the 
students voting. Central Council held a lengthy open meeting on Monday night to discuss 
this issue, and Mr. Foreman has written a letter to all students to explain the meaning 
of the vote of confidence. 

OLD BUSINESS 

I Referring to the resolution on attendance which was introduced at the March 6 meeting, 
~ice-Chairman Blackman said that he and Chairman Watt examined Robert's Rules of Order 
and came up with four possible methods of bringing the resolution to the floor of the 
Senate : a motion to reconsider, a motion to rescind the previous policy, introducing the 
proposal as a resolution, or introducing the proposal as a policy, in which case it 
would have to be brought to the Senate through one of the standing committees. Mr. 
Kucaba preferred to introduce the proposal as a resolution. In response to a question, 
Mr. Blackman said that a resolution is a non-binding expression of opinion, while a 
policy requires action by the President and becomes binding if he ·approves it. Mr. Kucaba 
said that it was not his intention to have this proposal introduced as a resoluti~n and 
then converted to policy at today's Senate meeting. There was a brief discussion of the 
resolution. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 

Respectully submitted, 

Judith Bushnell, Secretary 

ALL-FACULTY MEETING 
MARCH 13, 1979 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Watt at 4:05 p.m. 

There were two items on the agenda: to accept the report of the Committee on Nominations 
and Elections (p. 251), and to receive additional nominations from the floor. 

Chairman Watt presented the committee's proposed slate of nominations. The motion to 
jccept the slate was made, seconded, and passed. 

:Ray Lougeay was nominated from the floor for Senator·at-Large over six years. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:07 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judith Bushnell, Secretary 



FACULTY SENATE 
MARCH 13, 1979 
MEETING NO. 7 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman Watt at 4:08 p.m. The agenda was adopted 
with the following editorial changes in the UAAC report: the second reading of the 
Minor Course Changes printed on p. 209 and the second reading of the New Course printed 
on p. 209 were deleted. In response to a question, Chairman Watt said that the Minor 
Course Revisions printed on pp. 229-230 and the New Courses printed on pp. 230-232 could 
be presented for second reading at this time since their publication in the Faculty 
Senate ten days prior to the Senate meeting may serve as first reading. 

The minutes of the February 20, 1979 meeting were approved as printed on pp.237-247. 

PRESIDENT•s REPORT - Mr. Harke 

President MacVittie regrets that he is unable to attend today•s meeting since he is 
in Washington, D. C., participating in a legislative conference on matters relating to 
higher education. He prepared the following report: 

1. A regular meeting of the College Council will be held on Friday, March 16, 
1979, at 9:30 a.m. in the Erwin Conference room. 

2. I express appreciation to members of tbe Health and Physical Education Depart
ment and in particular to Mr. Duncan Hinckley for the splendid arrangements to 
handle the 17th Annual SUNYAC Diving and Swimming Meet. The Geneseo swimming 
team--the Blue Wave-- was just edged out of second place by one point in the 
last event. 

3. The Trustees of SUNY have requested, and the Governor has complied, that the 
proposed Executive Budget for 1979-80 be amended to accommodate a 9. 1 million 
dollar increase in revenue for SUNY resulting from the tuition increase and 
room rental increase. This will permit the University to accommodate the need 
to protect the quality of educational programs and service, ~nd an important 
part of this will be equipment replacement. I believe the Chancellor and the 
Trustees had no other choice, even though I continue to believe that New York 
State could support the 9.1 million without a tuition increase. 

It is essential that we keep close attention to the Executive Budget. You are 
reminded that the Legislature may not increase the Executive Budget, bu: it can 
decrease it and/or shift funds around within the proposed sum. It is my 
position that I shall support the Executive Budget as amended. 

4. On March 15, 16, and 17, 1979, our College will serve as host institution for 
the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division III Swimming and 
Diving Competition. We will have several hundred varsity athletes representing 
over 80 Division III institutions. Faculty and staff are urged not to utilize 
the locker rooms during the operation of this meet. It is anticipated that 
the first groups will arrive today. May I urge your attendance as spectators, 

1
. 

and that you .help us put our best efforts forward .. to be accommodating hosts. 
The Geneseo swimming team has seven representatives participating. All par
ticipants were selected by individual time records. This is a high point for 
~ur college which, for the first time> has gained some national recognition and 
visibility through our participation. I congratulate the members of the 
Department of Healt~ and Physical Education, particularly Dr. Daniel Mullin, 
Chairman, Mr. Robert Riedel,_ Director of Athletics, and Mr. Duncan Hinckley, 
Swimming Coach, for the careful attention given to the planning. This will 
truly be an all-college effort which I know will be successful. 
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CHAIRMAN Is REPORT 

Lawrence Casler has been elected Chairperson of the Faculty Personnel Committee in 
place of Martin Fausold, w~o will continue to serve as a member of the Committee. All 
correspondence should be d1rected to Mr. Casler. 

The faculty representatives to the Presidential Search Advisory Commi ttee are Janice 
Mey~r (Drama), Thomas Pray {Business), Richard F. Smith (Chemistry), and Donald Watt, 
Cha1rman (English). The student representatives are Fritz Howard and Angela Kumm 
Ronald ~atryb and Richard Scott will represent management-confidential and non-te~ching 
profess1onals, and Mrs. Nancy Argenta will represent the classified staff. The alumni 
will be represented by Ms. Mary Luckern, president of Geneseo's Alumni Association. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

UAAC - Mrs. Edgar 

Mrs. Edgar moved for second reading the Public Relations Minor printed on p. 209. 
The motion was seconded. Mr. Rutherford pointed out an editorial change: the second 
sentence of the proposal should read "with at least 6 hours at the 300 level" (change 
underlined). The motion was passed. --

Mrs . Edgar moved for second reading the Revised N-6 Biology Concentrators' 
Program printed on p. 228. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for second reading the Minor in English printed on p. 232. 
The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for fir~ reading the Revised B.A. in Mathematics printed on 
pp. 228 and 261. The motion was seconded. Mr. Giachino asked why certain courses 
are listed under item I-C; some courses would appear to be unnecessary since they 
are prerequisites for other courses on the list. Mr. Towsley replied that such 
courses could have been deleted, but it was decided to leave them on the list to 
allow for all of the options students might choose. The motion was passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for first reading the Minor in Mathematics printed on pp. 232 
and 261. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for second reading the Course Deletions printed on pp. 228-229. 
The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for second reading the Minor Course Revisions printed on pp. 229-
230, with the following editorial change: the distribution hours for Eng.379 Film II 
should read 3(2-2). The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for second reading the New Courses printed on pp.230-232. The 
motion was seconded. Mr. Deutsch asked why Eng 212 and 213 were entitled English 
Literature rather than British literature, which would seem to provide a better 
definition of the content of the courses as stated in the course descriptions. Mr. 
Rueckert agreed to accept as an editorial change the change in course titles for 
Eng 212 and 213 to British lit.:rature I and British Literature 1!. The motion to 
accept the new courses passed. 

Mr. Wortman referred to the minor course revisions printed on pp. 229-230, 
which had just passed for second reading, and expressed his concern that the slot 
course Eng 285 was too broadly defined. As described on p. 229, the course could 
consist of anything from a general examination of great films to a study of the 
works of a particular director, and there does not seem to be sufficient distinction 
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between Eng 285 and Eng 379. Ms . Kemp pointed out that, between 1972 and 1975, 
the English Department moved in the direction of offering a number of slot courses. 
The content of each of the various courses was carefully defined and the syllabi 
were kept on file in the office of the Vice-President for Academic Affairs. It 
was felt at that time that this was appropriate since the course descriptions were 
sufficiently defined and since separate consideration of each syllabus would cause 
an unnecessary amount of work for UAAC. Mr.Wortman repeated his objection to the 
broad description of Eng 285. As a point of information, Mr. Alley said that Mr. 
Wortman could move for reconsideration if he had voted for the original motion (to 
approve the course revisions printed on pp. 229-230). Mr. Wortman moved for recon
sideration Eng 285 Film I and Eng 379 Film II. His motion was seconded. Mr. Willey 
pointed out that perhaps the policy regarding slot courses should be considered by 
UAAc•s Policy Subcommittee. Ms. Schumaker stated that the motion to reconsider 
Eng 285 should be decided within the context of the present policy on slot courses, 
and pointed out that Eng 379 was not proposed as a slot course. Mr. Wortman and his 
second agreed to change their motion to reconsider Eng 285 only. The vote to re
consider was 30 for, 30 opposed. Chairman Watt voted against the motion to recon
sider, and the motion was defeated. Chainman Watt encouraged members of the Senate 
to voice any concerns they may have over the policy on slot courses to UAAC. Mr . 
Rueckert offered to further discuss Eng 285 with UAAC in order to decide whether 
a more detailed syllabus should be presented for consideration. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for second reading the Course Deletions printed on p. 261. 
The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for second reading the New Courses printed on p. 261. The 
motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for first reading the Minor in Organizational and Occupational 
Behavior printed on p. 274. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Edgar moved for first reading the Revised Programs in Management Science 
printed on p. 274. The motion was seconded and passed. 

GAAC - Mr. Deutsch 

Mr. Deutsch moved for first reading the New Courses printed on p. 262. The 
motion was seconded and passed. 

Mr. Deutsch moved for second reading the New Course printed on p. 233. The 
motion was seconded and passed. 

Mr. Deutsch moved for first reading the Revised Courses printed on p. 262. 
The ~otion was seconded and passed. 

Mr. Deutsch moved for first reading the Revised Programs in Speech Pathology 
and Audiology, Elementary Education, and Secondary Education9 printed on pp. 262-
263. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mr. Deutsch moved for second reading the revised M.S. in Education - Education ·1· 
of t he Hearing Impaired, printed on p. 233. The motion was seconded and passed. 

~r. Beutsch moved for second reading the New Programs in Education printed on 
p. 233, with the following editorial change: the M.B.S. in Education - Reading 
(K-12) should read M.P.S. in Education. The motion was seconded and passed. 

GAAC will hold its next meeting on April 3. 



Page 287 

FACULTY AFFAIRS - Mr. Innis 

The Committee will meet on April 3, and will continue to hold joint discussions 
with the Student Affairs Committee on the issue of student representation at the 
departmental level. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS - Mr. Rocha 

The Student Affairs and Faculty Affairs Committees are working jointly to 
formulate a policy on student representation and voting rights on departmental 
committees. They hope to present this policy to the Senate in April. 

The Committee is also discussing the possibility of resuming publication of 
the student handbook, which was last published in 1973-74. 

BUDGET - Mr. Pray - No report. 

UNIVERSITY SENATOR - Mr. Kucaba 

Mr. Kucaba called the senators' attention to the outline of his report on the 
February 2-3 University Senate meeting, printed on p. 212, and the more detailed report 
printed on pp. 266-267 (renumbered from 251-252, 3/2 issue) . Since these reports have 
been printed and a detailed report was made to the Executive Committee, Mr. Kucaba did 
not present an additional oral account of the meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Rueckert proposed the following resolutisn: 

WHEREAS, the statement on attendance offered below for Senate consideration improves 
upon the existing policy, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Senate go on record as expressing the judgment that the state
ment on attendance presented below is preferable to the existing policy statement: 

~Students are expected to attend classes on a regular basis and Gre responsible for 
material covered 1n class meetings. 

While no uniform regulation governing class attendance exists at the College, 
instructors have the right to establish an attendance policy which they deem reasonable, 
appropriate, and justified by the instructional goals and needs of a given course. This 
policy will clearly spell out the place, if any, of class attendance and participation in 
evaluative procedures, and will be included in the course outline which is distributed 
during the first week of the semester. 

In the event of a grievance regarding an attendance policy which is perceived to 
be unreasonable or unjustified, the sequence established for grade appeal will be followed 
{see The Student Handbook). Such appeal action must be initiated within the first two 
weeks of the tenm.~ 

At Mr. Rueckert's request, Chairman Watt clarified the difference between a resolu
tion and a policy. A policy, if passed for first and second readings, requires some sort 
of Presidential action, and if he approves the policy, it becomes college policy. A 
resolution is an expression of opinion and is received by the President but requires no 
Presidential action. 

Mr. Rueckert's motion was seconded. 
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Mr. Alley questioned the intent of the resolution, and pointed out that the Senate { 
passed the existing policy several years ago and passed a revised attendance policy in 
the spring of 1978. He added that the proposal would have impact only if it were passed 
as a policy. 

Mr. Kucaba pointed out that many proponents and opponents of the defeated attendance 
pol icy felt that it did not receive sufficient attention at the February 20 Senate meeting.( 
Several people felt that the best course of action would be a calm discussion of the basic 
issues rather than of a specific policy, so their suggestions were presented as a resolu~ 
tion rather than a policy. If the Senate approves the resolution, then a policy could be 
proposed. 

Mr. Goedel asked why the appeal procedure was the sequence established for grade 
appeal rather than an appeal to the Professional Standards and Ethics Committee. Mr. J' 
Rueckert replied that it was felt that it would be best to use an established procedure, 
and Mr. Kucaba added that the Professional Standards and Ethics Committee plays a role 
in the procedure. It was pointed out that the resolution calls for appeals to be initiat _ 
within the first two weeks of the term. -

Ms. Roark-Calnek asked whether the intent of the resolution was to require students 
to appeal attendance policies before they received their final grades. She expressed 
a concern that this statement would prevent students from appealing a grade when they 
felt attendance had been a factor in determining the grade. Mr. Kucaba felt this sort of 
appeal would be permitted. Mr. Alley added that an appeal of a grade where attendance ' 
was felt a factor would have to be based on the argument that the instr~ctor had not 
followed the rules of the attendance policy presented during the first week of the term. 

Mr. Casler disagreed with the statement that the Senate did not devote sufficient 
time to the issue, and added that a clear majority of the Senate did not want to allow 
instructors to penalize students for non-attendance. 

Mr. Sanders pointed out that the resolution calls for a comparison of the recommen
dation with the existing attendance policy. He expressed a preference for the resolution 
since it allows students prior knowledge of instructors' policies and also provides for 
an appeal procedure. He added that the present policy, which lacks these provisions, 
could be seen as being anti-student. 

In response to Mr. Casler, Mr. Kucaba stated that the Senate devoted about 45 minutes [ 
to their discussion of a policy that UAAC and the Policy Subcommittee worked on for 5 
months. The proposed resolution is significantly different from the defeated policy, and 
incorporates several changes that should resolve many of the objections to the defeated 
policy. ~~r. Moore agreed that little time has been devoted to the central issue of 
whether faculty members have the right to grade on the basis of bcdily presence, and he ( 
felt that they do not have this right. 

Mr. Brennan pointed out that the fact that an attendance policy was passed last 
spring indicates that the faculty saw a need for a change in the existing policy. Many 
people feel that the proposed revision did not receive a fair hearing at the February 20 
Senate meeting, and it was defeated with barely a quorum present. Mr. Brennan stated · -~ · 
that the issue at hand is whether a change in the present policy is necessary, and he 
added that the policy passed in 1978 has not yet been approved or rejected by the Presi - r 
dent. 
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Mr. Cox said that he knew of no one who felt that students should be graded on the 
basis of bodily presence~ se, and he urged that the resolution not be viewed as an 
attempt to allow this. He repeated his belief that the existing policy does not prevent 
a faculty member from basing grades on class participation, and that this could lead to 
de facto mandatory attendance policies in individual courses. 

Ms. DuBois felt that a change in the existing policy was necessary, but added that 
the established procedure for appealing grades has often been ineffective. 

Mr. Blackman asked for a clarification of the current status of the attendance 
policy passed by the Senate in Spring 1978. He felt that many people see this year's 
defeated proposal as a separate issue, but that another interpretation might be that 
the President returned the policy to the Senate for further consideration, UAAC and 
Policy Subcommittee recommended a modified form of this policy, the policy was defeated, 
and thus the issue has been decided. Mr. Brennan voiced the opinion that the Senate 
would have to rescind the policy passed in 1978 or else substitute a new policy. 

Mr. Finke spoke in favor of the resolution, adding . that the appeal procedure would 
help students. Mr. Willey asked whether the same appeal procedure could be used under 
the current policy. Mr. Sanders felt that the problem is that the current policy does 
not adequately inform students of the appeal procedure. Mr. Willey felt that this could 
be easily resolved. 

Mr. K11mko p<rtnted ottt}:·tttat there has been widely publicized evidence of student 
opposition to any mandatory attendance policy. 

Mr. Alley spoke in favor of the resolution, which he felt was clear, concise, and 
would not add to the bureaucracy. He voiced the opinion that the Senate would have to 
accept the policy passed in 1978 or propose a substitute policy. 

Mr. Howard stated that he has seen no evidence of widespread student opposition to 
the existing policy. 

Mr. Rueckert urged that the inflalliTlatory word "mandatory," which has tended to 
confuse the issue, not be used. 

Mr. Melore pointed out that a recent survey showed that 60% of Geneseo's faculty 
would be opposed to grading on attendance p~r se. However, 17% felt that they might 
grade on attendance per se, so the students fear of possible abuse is valid • . Mr. Cox 
pointed out that peer pressure could play a major role in preventing such abuse, 
out Mrs. Roark-Calnek. felt that the idea of peer pressure was too vague. 

The question was called. The motion to end debate was seconded and passed. 

The resolution was defeated by a vote of 28 for, 38 opposed. 

Mr. Casler moved that the Senate rescind the attendnace policy approved by the 
Senate fn the spring of 1978. It was pointed out that the motion to rescind would require 
a two-thirds majority; however, if the motion is printed in the Faculty Senate for consider
ation at a future meeting, it would require a simple majority vote. Mr. Casler withdrew 
his motion with the intention that ~his latter course of action be followed. · 

The meetin~ was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judith Bushnell, Secretary 


