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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
NOVEMBER 13, 1979 

MEETING #12 

November 16, 1979 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Blackman at 1 p.m. Members present: 
L. Blackman, T. Calahan, W. Cook, S. Edgar, J. Heitzman, F. Howard, J. Kucaba, 
G. Moore, W. Rhodes, L. Ruddy, G. Smith, D. Trasher, D. Watt. 

The minutes of meeting #11 of the Executive Committee were approved as printed on 
pages 96-97 of the Faculty Senate. 

VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT - The Bureau of the Budget and SUNY Central are discussing 
this week arrangements concerning the imposed hiring freeze and cost ceilings. These 
arrangements should be known locally by the end of the month. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

2
1) Sander's Publication will be receiving copies of the Faculty Senate. 

) On file in the Senate office are copies of SUNY: ~eport on Physical Plant, 
a report prepared by the office of Capital Facflft es for~he State University 
Board of Trustees, September, 1979. 

3) A secret ballot will be used for the vote on the R.O.T.C. question at ~oday 's 
Senate meeting. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

UAAC - Following the Thanksgiving recess the Core Committee will be called to 
consider Hr. Innis' core proposals which will be printed in this week's Faculty 
Senate. The Core Committee will report their findings to UAAC. 

Discussions have been held on the administration of the new common core, a report 
of which will be included in the report of UAAC. 

GAAC - The admissions policies were discussed in light of the revised format 
for the G.R.E. (quantitative, verbal, analytic}. 

FACULTY AFFAIRS - No report. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS - A policy recommendation regarding student representation on 
departmental committees reviewing personnel matters was passed and referred to 
Faculty Affairs for consideration. 

BUDGET - No report. 

CENTRAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN Academic advisement by students as sponsored by 
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Central Council will be conducted this week on Wednesday and Thursday. 

~IVERSITY SENATOR - No report. 

OLD BUSINESS - None 

NEW BUSINESS - None 

The meeting adjourned at 1:29 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Trasher, Secretary 

FACULTY SENATE 
NOVEMBER 13, 1979 

Chairman Blackman called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m A motion to adopt th~ agenda 
as printed on pages 105-107 was moved, seconded and approved. A motion to approve the 
minutes of the Faculty Senate meeting of October 16, 1979 as printed on pages 70 and 71 
was moved, seconded and approved. 

1) The President has approved all the action taken by the Senate at its October 
16, 1979 meeting. 

2) Please sign the attendance sheet. 
3) Academic Advisement by students as co-sponsored by Central Council and Student 

Unionization will be held Wednesday and Thursday of this week. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

UAAC -
1) 

W. Rhodes informed the Senate on two matters: 
Discussions have been held on the implementation of the new core (see 
page 98 of the Faculty Senate). The next issue of Faculty Senate will 
have a report of these d1scussions. 

2) After the Thanksgiving recess the Core Committee will be reconvened to 
discuss Mr. Innis• core proposals, which will be printed in the Faculty 
Senate. and to make their recommendation upon those proposals to UAAC. 
The Chair noted that if there are other such proposals they should be 
directed to Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Rhodes moved for UAAC the material as printed on pages 105 and 106 of 
the Faculty Senate, with two minor changes 

' 1) Int 354 Medieval Studies: Love and War in the 12th Century 3(3-0) ' 
is a Slot Course and should be listed under that heading. 

2) The number on History of Modern Pa~nting is ArH 287. 

With these changes incorporated, all matters were seconded and approved . 
• 

we -
Mr. Smith moved the New Courses listed on page 106. Mr. Deutsch moved to 
amend the motion changing the credit descriptions on Bio 590 from 2(0-4) to 
2(0-6). The amendment was seconded and passed. The main motion was passed 
as amended. , 
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Mr. Smith moved .the .Revised Courses- 2nd reading as listed on page 107 
noting that the words "Prerequisites included~ should be deleted from their 
description on pp. 62-63. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mr. Smith moved the Course Deletions as printed on p. 107. Seconded and 
passed. 

FACULTY AFFAIRS 

Mr. Cook moved the first policy statement listed on page 107. After discussion 
and editorial change was made substituting the words "The appropriate departmental 
conlll1ttee" for "A departmental executive committee". With this 
rewording the policy statement was approved for 1st reading. 

Mr. Cook moved the second policy statement. After discussion pointing out 
that the policy statement was unclear, it was moved to send it back to committee 
for rewording. This motion was seconded and passed. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS 

Ms. Ruddy announced that the committee had approved a policy statement on 
student representation on department personnel committees and was forwarding it 
to Faculty Affairs for consideration. 

BUDGET - No report. 

UNIVERSITY SENATOR - Mr. Kucaba elaborated on the report of the University Senate 
-meeting held at Potsdam on October 26, 27, 1979 as outlined on pages 92 and 93 of the 
Faculty Senate. Mr. Smith inquired about the status of the AAUP censure. Mr. Kucaba 
reported that the Executive Committee of the University Senate had appointed an ad hoc 
committee on this matter but no report has been made as yet. 

OLD BUSINESS - None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Small moved the motion as printed on page 107. In support of his motion, Mr. 
Small read the following statement: 

The rationale for my motion, and for the questions about the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC} Program which I raised, is as follows: 

At the present time the situation concerning the ROTC Program, referred to on 
page 70 of the Faculty Senate as 11 the Status Quo" is neither defined nor 
explained in the Bulletin of Undergraduate Studies 1978-1979. It seems to me 
that official information on this career option should be available, yet in 
fact it is not available, to advisors of students. 

With regard to the questions which I raised, as printed on page 72 cf the Faculty 
Senate, please note that answers to these questions would provide the information 
wh1ch is necessary for a knowledgeable discussion and debate about the establish
ment (which I advocate) of the ROTC Program at SUNY College, Geneseo. 

In summary, I repeat my statement given on page 72 of the Faculty Senat~ as 
follows: 11 lt seems to me that a program as significant as the federally
sponsored ROTC Program, offering attractive career options for students, and 
offering desirable leadership training, should receive a good deal of attention 
and study and discussion by the Faculty Senate in order that all aspects of the 
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program could be analyzed thoroughly; especially to ensure that no benefits 
to the students and the College would be overlooked due to inadequate considera· 
tion of the matter by the Faculty Senate. 

After much discussion, Mr. Howard called the question. 
was approved. The vote on the motion by secret ballot was 
motion was defeated. 

The motion to end debate 
Yes- 30, No- 41 . The 

Mr. Small moved that the R.O.T.C. Program be considered by an ad hoc committee 
appointed by the Executive Committee of Senate for a recommendation to the 
Senate. 

By vote of Yes - 29, No - 35, the motion was defeated. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:01 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Trasher, Secretary 



GAAC - PROGRAM REVISION 

M.A. IN BIOLOGY 

Program Description 

Remains the same. October, 1979 

Curricular Requirements 
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The diversity of areas potentially available under the broad heading of biology 
precludes any attempt to require specific courses. It is the belief of the Depart
ment that programs should be constructed to meet students' specific needs and may be 
based upon their particular backgrounds. Requirements usually entail completion of a 
minimum of 32 semester hours including: · 

1) Seminar in Biological Science- 2 semesters; 
2) Two biology laboratory courses ; 
3) Demonstration of competence in biosystematics and evolution, cellular 

and molecular biology, organisms and environment, physiology and physio
logical chemistry; 

4) Demonstration of one of the following skills: reading knowledge of a 
foreign language at the intermediate level or ability to translate the 
pertinent literature with a dictionary; two courses above the intro
ductory level in computer science or mathematics; 

5) Completi on of one of the following options : 
a) A minimum of 26 biology graduate semester hours, a ma~imum of 

six semester hours in graduate thesis and oral defense of the 
thesis 

11 

b) A minimum of 26 biology graduate semester hours, six additional 
graduate semester hours, and successful completion of a written 
comprehensive examination in the area(s) represented by courses 
taken. 

Curricular Requirements: 

October 1979 

DESCRIPTION OF PRESENT PROGRAM 
MASTER OF ARTS IN BIOLOGY 

The diversity of areas potentially available under the broad heading of biology 
precludes any attempt to require specific courses. It is the belief of the Depart
ment that programs should be constructed under the guidance of the candidate's 
adviser to meet his specific needs and may be based upon his particular background. 
Requirments for a majoring student usually entail : 

1. Completion of a minimum of 32 credit hours, ~ncluding a concentration 
in one of the following areas (2) cellular/molecular biology, (b) 
organismal biology, (c) environmental/ecological biology; a minimum 
of one course in each of the other two areas listed above; and 2 credits 
in seminar in biological sciences. 
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2. Completion of one of the following options: 

Option A 

26 biology graduate course credits including: A concentration 
in one of the following areas: (a) cellular/molecular biology, 
(b) organismal biology, (c) environmental/ecological 
biology; a minimum of one course in each of the other two areas listed 
above; 2 credits in seminar in biological sciences; and a maximum of 
6 credits in graduate thesis, plus successful oral defense of the 
thesis and comprehensive examination in the area of concentration. 

Option B 

26 biology graduate course credits including: a concentration 
in one of the following areas: (a) cellular/molecular biology, 
(b) organismal biology, (c) environmental/ecological biology; a 
minimum of one course in each of the other two areas listed above; 2 
credits in seminar in biological sciences; and successful completion 
of a written comprehensive examination in the area of concentration. 

3. Demonstration of a skill such as: reading knowledge at the intermediate 
level of a foreign language; or ability to translate (with a dictionary) 
the pertinent literature in his field of concentration; or computer 
science; or advanced courses in mathematics. 

REVISE!) COURSES: 

Edu 516 Reading in the Content Area - The ability of students to read, intelligently 
and knowingly, the basic textual materials utilized by the teacher in the classroom 
is the foundation stone upon which much teacher planning and implementation is built. 
In this context, it is imperative that teachers be cognizant of students' reading 
abilities and both the limitations and opportunities afforded by the reading material 
intended to be used for teaching learning purposes. Therefore, in this module atten
tion is focused upon the abilities teachers must possess to select and use reading 
materials intelligently in their classrooms. 3(3-0) offered when demand is 
sufficient; usually in the summer. 

Edu 530 Language Arts Methods for the Elementary School - Recognizing language arts 
skills children need and diverse developmental abilities of children to perform selecte&. 
language arts skills, students develop a model to illustrate the interrelationship of 
speaking, listening, and writing; identify essential language arts tools children need 
to function effectively; explore literature and prepare protocols of tasks in the areas 
of reading, listening, writing, and speaking skills; and select and utilize published 
sets of criteria to assess language arts curricular materials . 3(2-2) offered when 
demand is sufficient. 

Edu 531 Social Studies Methods for the Elementary School - Recognizing fundamental 
concepts and their germaneness to social studies instruction, students construct a 
model showing the conceptual framework of each of the social sciences as they might 
contribute to the solution of selected social science problems; apply the interfaces 
of historical and geographic perspectives as they might apply to the solution of setect1 
social science problems; select from among alternatives the most appropriate research 
models for testing selected hypotheses and outline a plan for application; evaluate 
selected social studies unit and/or materials in accord with specific guidelines; 
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select primary sources germane to the analysis of a given social studies problem and 
teach a set of lessons employing them; and construct, teach, and evaluate series of 
lessons to help pupils develop group process skills and group investigatory techniques. 
3(2-2} offered when demand is sufficient. ' 

Edu 532 Science Methods for the Elementary School - Recognizing developmental cogni
tive abilities of children that relate to learning about science, students state in 
their own words, analyze, and note application of major science ideas; diagnose 
abilities of elementary school children relative to major science concepts; use 
sequences of science lessons designed for children at different levels of cognitive 
abilities; design, use for purpose of evaluation, and redesign elementary science 
l~ssons to teach science processes; design and utilize a sequence of outdoor lessons 
in which children are helped to become more sensitive or investigative in a number of 
different micro-environments; and examine in depth at least two new elementary school 
science courses of study which include teaching science processes as major aims and 
~ke an illustrated presentation about them. 3(2-2) offered when demand is ~ufficient. 

Edu 533 Mathematics Methods f~r the Elementary School Recognizing levels of 
cognitive abilities of children related to math ideas and skills they might be expected 
to learn, students identify and describe tbt cognitive abilities and prescribe math skills 
appropriate to these abilities; collect, order, and describe a variety of professional 
math resources available to the elementary school math teacher• plan and construct 
appropriate concrete or pictorial models to present selected mathematical ideas; select 
or develop materials useful in diagnosing a learner's ability to perform selected math 
skills; diagnose success; and present remedial lessons if needed. 3(2-2} offered 
when demand is sufficient. 

The four credit hour block assigned to these courses has created scheduling 
problems for students and faculty. Experience sug9ests that a three credit hour unit 
fs sufficient to cover the course material. The 3(2-2) description recognizes the 
laboratory experience of working with children fn classroom settings as a required 
course assignment. 

Int 690 Seminar in Secondary Education A five week seminar for all students in 
the secondary program. Designed to provide a culminating experience immediately 
preceeding the comprehensive examination or concurrent with thesis or project. The 
course will focus on current topics in secondary education. 1(1-0) 



Page 115 

PROPOSED CORE AMENDMENTS 

Professor Donald Q. Innis, Chainnan, Department of Geography, has submitted the followint 1 

list of "problems" and "amendments" to the new Corrmon Core Requirement. Additional • 
proposed Core amendments should be sent to Professor Wendell Rhodes, Chairman, Under- J 
graduate Academic Affairs Committee, c/o Department of Anthropology. One copy of each 
proposal should be sent to the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs. 

Problem: To guide freshmen into taking as wide a spectrum of courses as possibl t'j 
and to prevent a student from taking 2, 3, or 4 courses for core ere- ~ 
dit from the same department. 

Amendment: 

Problem: 

Amendment: 

Problem: 

Each core course a student takes sha 11 be fran a different\ depart-
ment (have a different departmental prefix). . 

' 
To avoid faculty dislocations in which faculty who have studied a 
subject in great depth may be displaced by faculty who were trained l 
in another area of knowledge. To avoid problems with Middle State 
accreditation guidelines which might arise if a person with a Ph .D. ( 
in a humanities subject (for example) and very little background in 
Social Science or Fine Arts, should teach courses for social science 
Fine Arts core credit. This amendment is aimed at making the best ) 
use of the faculty we have and giving students the advantage of tak
ing courses from faculty who have studied their subject in qreat depth. 

Faculty from outside an academic area, whose existence is generally 
recognized by universities of western civilization, shall present ~ 
the core coMmittee in the area where they wish to teach with 
graduate and undergraduate transcripts which show 60 hours of sue- l 
cessful study in the core area where they wish to teach. 1 

As the core is set up students cannot take courses in American his- I 
tory, foreign language or writing the English langua9e. One of the 
reasons that new cores are being adopted in many colleges and univer~ 
sities is to encourage students to do more writing, since this, more · 
than any other one factor, will affect their future lives. Faculty 
are reluctant to assign heavy writing require~ents in any given 
course because they will lose enrollments, but it is in the students' 
best interest that he or she be required to do some writing. 

Amendment: A sixth core area, called the writing core, shall consist of any 
two courses in which the instructor required (as stated in his 

·-course outline) that at least ZD pages (6,000 words) a.re required 
of each student and the instructor will send each semester to I 
the VPAA a statement that he or she intends to correct and grade 
the student on writing skills, as well as on the subject matter , 
of the course. · 

Comment on the Writing Core: Much faculty expertise, acquirecl when the college l 
a different core, cannot be used in the new core. This is unfair to the stuJ 
the faculty, the department, the colleqe and ultimately the taxpayers. The~ 
writing core would enable historians, philosophers, foreign languaae and fnqf 
language faculty and any other faculty who wished to contribute their talent~ 
to the core and whose f,ields of expertise do not fit into the new core, top 
sent course~ in their areas, on condition that they also pay close attention . 
to giving the students a real chance to improve their writing. Core courses 
would be presented by faculty who have· studied in deoth the areas where they 
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will teach and the area core committees would no lonaer be under tremendous 
pressure to proclaim that outside courses are now social science or fine arts 
c~urse (etc.) for fear that some respected colleague will lose his job if his 
f1eld of expertise cannot be fitted into the core . 

Problem: The Humanities Core , which focuses on the Great Books, seems to be 
in danger of being presented to some students by faculty, who in 
September of 1979, have not even read most of the books they will 
be lecturing on. It is unfortunate that Prof. Edgar ' s good initia
tive in applying for a grant, so the faculty concerned could spend 
at least a summer of intensive study of the material they will be 
responsible for, did not get funded. We are faced with the problem 
of giving students in the Humanities Core the best possible presen
tation of this important material. Prof. Edgar 1 s lead in suggesting 
three-person teams for the spring semester 1980 seems to be a step 
in the right direction. Adopting this as a permanent feature of the 
core would be good, but raises problems of giving faculty credit for 
the FTE 1 S they produce and presenting core descriptions to the students 
which they can understand and respect. 

Suggested Amendment: In the Humanities Core, historians should lecture on 
history, English and Foreign language faculty should lecture on 
literature, and philosophers should lecture on philosophy. In large 
lecture sections, all incoming students could have the benefit of 
lectures from some of our best faculty. Once a week the large lec
ture sections can be split up into discussion and paper-writinq 
sections of 25 students or so, where instructors from various fields 
can help the students understand material covered in that week's 
lecture. 

Further Problems: If one of the Humanities courses were taught by three or four 
different instructors, then the department would only get 1/3 or 1/4 
of the FTE generated by this core course. Perhaps the Humanities 
Core courses could be labelled HUM 1 and HUM 2; students could be 
allowed to take these two courses with the same prefix as an exception 
to the possible new rule that each course should be from a different 
department and Humanities faculty, or other faculty, could make up 
for their lack of opportunity to teach HUM 1 and HUM 2 by giving courses 
in the Writing Core with their own departmental prefixes (prefices?). 

Reading the Great Books is only a small part of the work needed to 
present them to students. It takes years of study for anyone to 
understand the society which gave rise to each of these works, the 
ways in which these Great Books have been translated, explicated and 
commented upon over the centures and the effects that each book has 
had on the various subsequent societies which have valued it. For 
all these reasons, the lectures would be given by faculty who have 
had the opportunity and good fortune to study these works in detail, 
and less fortunate faculty should not be put into a position where 
they feel pressured to discuss something they feel they have not stud
ied adequately. 


