
' ·, 
I . 

fACULTY SENATr Archives 

' 
'i 

N. 

MILNE 

December 17. 1984 

llf>.CIDAY$ 

$tARt tHE NEm YEAR 0F.F RI&Ht. • • 

Break ~he syllabus-wri~ing blahs. • • 

Please jnin ns fnr 

CflffEE AND DOliGilNUf:S 

DAtE: January 21, 1985 

timE: 9 - 11 a.m. 

P£AC£: tire Hub 

This issue of Faculty Senate consists of pages 113 - 117. 



Executive Committee Minutes 
December 11, 1984 

114 

Present: L. Blackman, J. Chen, J. Gentleman, B. Godsave, W. Gohlman, J.Hogan, 
M. Jensen, c. McNerney, P. Meiksins, D. Norris, W. Rhodes, T. Calahan, 
B. Bilodeau. 

The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. 

The Minutes of December 4, 1984 printed on pages 101 and 102 of the Faculty 
' senate were approved . 

Chairperson's Report: 

Jane Hogan reported that a thank you note from Pat Diem was received. 

The informal commencement will be held on December 15 at 3:00 in the Alice 
Austin Theater. There has been an excellent response from the students. 

The all-college reception will be held on December 13. 

The agenda for this afternoon's meeting under the GAAC will be amended. 

Committee Reports: 

Faculty Affairs - L. Blackman. L. Blackman indicated that the Committee 
spent the meeting discussing Form I and never got aound to Form H. 
The Committee is recommending that Forms H and I be subjected to 
outside evaluation. 

Student Affairs - P. Meiksins. The Committee continues to discuss the 
free hour. The issue did not get out of Committee. Carlpus safety is 
also a concern. 

UAAC - J. Gentleman. A number of courses, revised and new, will be pre
sented . D. Norris asked if discussion regarding title changes would 
be appropriate. J. Hogan stated that issue would be out of order. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bruce Godsave, Secretary 
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The agenda was amended to include the Second Reading of a Program Change from 
Speech Pathology and Audiology and the removal of Bio 380 ( approved). 

The Minutes of the November 13, 1984 meeting printed on pages 94-96 of the 
Faculty Senate bulletin were approved . 

Chairperson's Report: 

J. Hogan reported that the President has approved all actions taken at the 
November and December meetings. 

Faculty were reminded of the informal commencement ceremony on Saturday, 
December 15, 1984 at 3 :00 p.m. in the Alice Austin Theater. This program has 
been well received by the students. All faculty are encouraged to attend. 

Committee Reports: 

Budget Committee - C. · McNerney. 
of Geneseo's proposed budget . 
budget when it is received. 

The Committee has completed its review 
They will next consider the Governor's 

Faculty Affairs - L. Blackman. L. Blackman moved the following resolution: 
'Resolved that Faculty Senate should hire an outside agency to study 
our personnel forms' (seconded). K. Duffy indicated that i n her 
expe rience with Faculty Senate they felt a history of criticism of the 
forms indicated a need to bring in outside consultants through quality 
of life or research foundation monies. R. Lougeay asked if this advice 
would be listened to or be reasonable . K. Duffy replied that there are 
agencies who do such evaluations and the report could be brought before 
Senate for their consideration (defeated). 

The Faculty Affairs Committee will discuss guidelines for Form H. 

GAAC - M. Jensen. The Committee moved Second Reading, Program Change, 
Speech Pathology and Audiology (FSB, pp. 80-81) (approved). 

Student Affairs - P. Meiksins. The Committee again discussed the issue 
of a free period. By vote in the Committee the issue was defeated. 

~- J. Gentleman. The Committee moved First Reading of the following 
new courses: 

ENG 321 British Drama: subtitle (slot vehicle) (approved). 
ENG 321 British Drama: Elizabethan and Jacobean (approved). 
FRE 323 Linguistics (approved). 
FRE/SPA 319 Romance Linguistics (approved). 
BIO 107 Human Fertility (approved) . 

Moved First Reading of Revised Course: 
CSC 210 Data Structures (approved). 



Moved First Reading of Minor Course Changes: 
SPA 323 Linguistics (approved). 
BIO 103 Biology of Man 

llo 

E. Kintz asked that attention be directed to the discussion 
regarding the change in title. J. Hogan indicated that the only 
issue on the floor was the credit hours (approved). 

Moved Second Reading of New Courses: 
HPE 120 Water Polo (approved) . 
ENG 343 Women in Literature: Two Centuries of Women Novelists (approved). 

Moved Second Reading of Revised Courses: 
DRA 260 Theater Practicum (approved). 
BIO 330 Immunology (approved). 

Moved Second Reading of Policy Recommendations: 
Core Area Guidelines Policy (FSB, p. 85) (approved) . 
Core Area Transfer Policy (FSB, p. 85) (approved) . 

Old Business : 

R. Hatheway stated that first readings of new courses did not need a formal 
presentation, and that minor course changes were often presented as a group. 
L. Blackman added that r e solutions coming before Senate are usually printed 
with the agenda. 

New Business: 

J. McNally indicated that all faculty were polled regarding the SOFis. Six 
responses were received but were not related to the resolution to continue to 
offer the SOFis. J. McNally moved: 

'The Student Opinion of Faculty Instruction Committee recommends that the 
current version of the Student Opinion of Faculty Instruction form be 
administered on a semester basis through the spring 1988 semester' 
(seconded). 

J. Schumaker asked if the SOFis were administered during the summer. J. McNally 
stated that they had been in the past but the process was very labor intensive 
and so it was discontinued. K. Duffy asked if graduate courses filled out the 
SOFI. J. McNally indicated they did. K. Duffy also asked about the student 
involvement in handling the completed forms . J. McNally said it was minimal 
and limited to surface checks of the forms. J. Gentleman asked about letters 
from faculty expressing a concern about the method of administration of the 
SOFis. J. McNally indicated that perhaps sometimes the students did not take 
the process seriously enough. He also stated that the former policy of faculty 
administration led to some abuses. L. Gibbons asked if they were optiona l or 
mandatory. J. McNally stated that Faculty Senate had made them mandatory and 
that the process has worked well. J. Gentleman asked about a possible correla
tion between the CIEs/SOFis and student grades. J. McNally indicated that such 
studies had been done in the past but a cause and effect is difficult to deter
mine . S. Rutherford asked if a correlation between anticipated grades and SOFI 
ratings might be more appropriate. K. Duffy stated that several faculty would 
like alternative ways of doing an evaluation. She recommended that the motion 
be amended to read 'on a voluntary basis' (seconded). 

S. Rutherford indicated that the evaluation should be limited to those students 
who attend class. Students who are present can judge better than students who 
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are not in class . Also, he allows his students to take the SOFis home 80 that 
theyhave sufficient time to do a good job. L. Blackman wished to speak aga i nst 
the amendment, saying that for all its flaws it is still a good instrument . It 
was stated by another senator that some faculty do not give out the SOFis and 
students wished to be able to fill them out. 

R. Simon also spoke against the amendment. J . McNally stated that at present 
only four or five faculty do not use the forms. K. Duffy stated that making 
administration voluntary does not mean faculty will not use them. Faculty are 
interested in feedback from the students. S. Edgar pointed out that when 
Geneseo sends material to Albany for the Excellence awards, the SOFI are viewed 
as a uniform standard measure used across the college. P. Meiksins reinforced 
this idea . K. Duffy said that the validity of the SOFis has not been proven. 
S. Rutherford felt that an instrument that uses one- third of the range is suspect. 
There are questions regarding validity. He spoke in favor of the motion because 
the form has been improved over the years. P. Alley called the question . The 
amendment was defeated. 

J. Feuerstein moved the amendment that 'the yellow signoff sheets be abolished' 
(seconded). He stated that the college demonstrated its trust in the f aculty 
in many ways and finds the present process of student proctors insulting. N. 
Schiavetti asked what happened to the yellow sheets. J. McNally stated they are 
checked off . L. Blackman wanted to speak against the amendment because of s ome 
previous abuse. J. Reber asked what had ever happened to faculty who abus ed the 
old system. J. Hogan asked if it was not the case the Faculty Senate had never 
approved procedures for administration . W. Rueckert called the question 
(approved). The amendment was approved by a hand vote. 

R. Lougeay moved that Mr. McNally do a pilot program whereby the results will 
be reported with both the mean and median scores (seconded). J. McNally cau
tioned about introducing additional variables. P. Alley stated the motion was 
out of order. S. Rutherford felt it was relevant. 

P. Meiksins called the question (seconded, approved). The amendment was approved. 
The question was called on the amended motion . It was approved. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bruce Godsave, Secretary 


