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Minutes, Executive Committee 

29 April 2014 

 

Present:  J. McLean (chair), J. Allen, D. Gordon, D. Granger, B. Harrison, G. Hartvigsen, M. Lima, J. Lovett, D. 

MacKenzie,  P. Michael, D. Repinski, D. Showers 

Chair Mclean called this regular meeting to order at 4:02 PM.  The minutes from the meeting of 1 April 2014 were 

approved without objection. 

Reports 

Interim Provost: D. Gordon encouraged members to attend forums for the candidates for the VP for Enrollment 

Management next week 

Senate Chair: J. McLean on the review of administrators. James asked if there was a need to appoint a small 

group to work over the summer to decide how to proceed. Maria agreed to help. Discussion ensued. 

Student Affairs: J. Lovett raised an issue that there needs to be a review of our practices that fall under FERPA. 

Discussion ensued. Action: The question should be raised and assigned to a Senate committee next year. 

New Business 

Official response to the StartUp NY plan 

J. Allen expressed a concern about the wisdom of putting a building near Onondaga field for aesthetic and 

traffic concerns. He also raised a concern about the proposal to replace Roemer House with a commercial 

enterprise being that it is close to the official college entrance. 

J. Lovett supported the idea that the plans may not project what will happen as the enterprise(s) conclude or 

move. She felt that this should be a concern that is addressed in the plan. 

G. Hartvigsen added that the Onondaga vicinity is a part of the view-shed of the valley and anything that 

interferes with that will cause a reaction in the community. 

Motion: G. Hartvigsen moves that the Onondaga parcel be removed as an option in the StartUp New York plan. 

The motion was seconded.  

The motion was unanimously passed. Chair McLean was directed to discuss this with Vice President Milroy. 

J. Allen proposed that this issue be brought to Senate.  

Motion: J. Allen moved: There be a resolution in the Senate about this issue. The motion was seconded. 

The motion failed. 

Various speakers crafted a suggestion that Chair McLean raise the concern that new construction comply with 

local ordinances and zoning regulations.  Chair McLean directed to craft these into a complete letter, which will 

be made available on the wiki for comment within a few days. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:09 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dennis Showers 
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Minutes, College Senate 

6 May 2014 

 

Present:  J. McLean (chair), J. Allen, S. Allen, M. Board, E. Crosby, P. Dotterweich, J. Easterly, K. Fletcher, K. 

Fredericks, L. Gao, R. Gifford, J. Gonder, D. Gordon, D. Granger, C. Haddad, W. Harrison, G. Hartvigsen, T. 

Hartvigsen, S. Iyer, J. Katz, J. Kirkwood, M. Lee, M. Lima, J. Lovett, D. MacKenzie, G. Marcus, K. Matthews, P. 

Michael, J. Milroy, R. Orechwa, P. Pacheco, D. Repinski, S. Salmon, H. Savage, D. Showers, G. Villazhinay, H. 

Waddy, M. Walsh 

Guests:  P. Corrigan 

Excused: (on Deficit Reduction Leave) J. Over, P. Rault, A. Urso, R. Vasiliev 

Chair McLean called this regular meeting to order at 4:10 PM.  The minutes from the meeting of 15 Apr 2014 were 

approved without objection. 

The meeting was begun with a moment of silence in recognition of our student Alex Davis who passed away. 

Officer Reports 

President 

Pres. Long reported funeral arrangements for Alex Davis will follow as soon as the Campus gets this 

information. 

Enrollment numbers have improved, expecting large classes in the fall. 

Pres. Long attended a 2 day conference in Washington DC. along with Senator Shumer and Senator Gillibrand.  

Higher Education Act was a highlight of the conference. 

1.Rating System 

2.Income 

3. Higher education how it affects us? 

We need to keep a close eye on how this affects us here at SUNY Geneseo. 

Searches for Dean of School of Business and President still in full force. 

Provost 

3rd Annual Diversity Retreat has been changed to May 19th. 

Chair 

President has approved all Senate actions from the 15 April meeting. 

The Senate Resolution urging delay in the implementation of the edTPA requirement for teacher certification 

was sent by email to various regents and state senators and assemblypersons, both our local representatives and 

others of note.  I and D. Showers met in person with staffers for Nojay and Gallivan, resulting in Nojay signing 

on to the relevant assembly bill.  The Board of Regents has announced that until June 30, 2015, teacher 

candidates who fail the edTPA can still certify by taking the older exam. 

Results of the Faculty election were announced.  J. Easterly was approved without objection to fill the faculty 

secretary position. 

A survey was conducted of part-time employees concerning senate participation.  Response rate was low (about 

15%), but might be instructive.  Of those holding part-time TERM appointments (who have always been 

eligible for senate), almost all were in favor of increasing their presence through dedicated seats.  Of those 

holing part-time TEMP appointment, a majority (7 of 11) saw no need for representation. 

I have also determined that the 2007 constitutional amendments increasing part-time senate representation were 

actually validly approved, there being no minimum number of votes required for a vote by mail. 

The Executive Committee has written and approved a response to the SUNY Geneseo StartUP-NY campus 

plan, which is attached to these minutes.  The Executive Committee also requested that the land parcel adjacent 
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to Onondaga field be removed as an available site; the administration has deemed that not feasible, but can be 

taken into account for individual business proposals that might arise. 

University Faculty Senator 

M. Lima (Alternate UFS) started by sharing the Report from the UFS Committee on Diversity and Cultural 

Competence.  She was happy to report that the paper that she presented to the Geneseo Roles & Rewards Task 

Force in 2013 has been revised by the committee (when she was still a member) and become central to its future 

planning.  The Making Diversity Count white paper can be found on the UFS website at 

http://old.suny.edu/facultysenate/UFS-CDCC Position Paper - May 2013.pdf 

Lima also gave the provost a save-the-date card for a Fall 2014 Diversity Conference, Making Diversity Count:  

Ensuring Equity, Inclusion, Access and Impact. The conference has been scheduled for November 12-13, 2014 

Albany Marriott Albany, NY.  More information will follow. 

Lima shared with Geneseo’s President a copy of the document that the Governance Committee created that will 

be used for the shared governance topic within System comprehensive review of SUNY campus Presidents. 

Standing Committee Reports 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 

All curricular motions brought for second reading (as recorded in the Draft Agenda, CSB v. 58 no. 11 p.157) 

were approved with no votes against. 

Undergraduate Policies Committee 

The policy revision concerning Study Abroad (as recorded in the Draft Agenda, CSB v. 58 no. 11 p.158) passed 

second reading with no votes against. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. McLean / M. Tracy 
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COLLEGE SENATE 
State University of New York at Geneseo 

College of Arts and Sciences 
 

6 May 2014 

 

James B. Milroy 

Vice President for Administration & Finance 

inter-office memo 

 

Dear Dr. Milroy: 

 

The Executive Committee of the SUNY Geneseo College Senate has received the Campus Plan 

for StartUp-NY, and has approved the following response. 

Faculty Governance Response to SUNY Geneseo STARTUP-NY Campus Plan 

Faculty Governance approves of the types of businesses identified in the Campus Plan, as well as the 

description of how they might align with the campus academic mission.  Any specific application from a 

business must of course be individually evaluated for such alignment.  Faculty Governance also approves 

of the Campus Plan for review of specific business applications, and has developed the following more 

detailed process for selecting the faculty members for the review committee. 

Upon the receipt of a proposal by the SUNY College at Geneseo from a business for 

participation in the StartUP NY program, a Campus Evaluation Committee will consider the 

proposal.  The Campus Evaluation Committee will include four members of the faculty.  This 

will include the Chair of the College Senate or his or her designee and three others selected 

from among the faculty.  The Chair of the College Senate will contact the chairs of the 

departments most closely aligned with the proposal’s contents.  These departments will provide 

two faculty members willing to serve.  The College Senate Chair will also recommend a faculty 

member from the wider campus community.  

These faculty committee members along with the other members of the committee will be 

responsible with reading the proposal and submitting an evaluation of the proposal.  As part of 

the process there will be the opportunity to raise questions about specific points of the proposal 

and its relationship to the mission of the college.  The business sponsoring the proposal will 

then have the opportunity to answer those questions before the final recommendation is made. 

The faculty will be required to serve only for the evaluation of that specific proposal.  Each 

separate proposal will require formulation of a separate committee.  Re-evaluation committees 

that will review the continued alignment of previously approved proposals will follow the same 

faculty participation structure. 

However, faculty governance is very concerned that the criteria for evaluation of a business application 

do not include any consideration of the impact of the business on the natural and built environment on or 

near campus.  The pleasing aesthetics of the campus are routinely identified as significant enticements for 
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students to choose SUNY Geneseo, and as elements of pride among alumni considering gifts to their alma 

mater.  The village of Geneseo also highly values such elements, with its National Historic Landmark 

district, views of the Genesee river valley, and other natural features forming the basis of the important 

tourist industry.  The absence of such criteria is particularly worrisome because we understand that 

construction on campus (state-owned land) is not subject to the zoning regulations of the village of 

Geneseo.  An unsuitable business plan could severely damage the College's desirability and branding, 

relationships between the College and the Village, and the natural resources of the community. 

Specifically, 

 Lot L-00004 should be removed from consideration.  Any construction on that lot would 

irreparably damage a viewshed to the west that is of high importance to the community. 

 Roemer House (B-0031A) is located immediately adjacent to a major entrance to central campus.  

A business application for that space should be required to specify an external appearance 

(including signage) that will not detract or distract from the aesthetics of that entrance. 

 Any on-campus new construction should be subject to local zoning regulations, even if not 

required by law, in order to protect relationships between the college and the community. 

 Off-campus sites or sites along Rt 63 (L-0002 and L-0003) should be preferred over other 

locations. 

 Any business application must specifically address the disposition of dark space, should the 

business leave for any reason. 

 Application evaluations should include consideration of the fact that construction on Lots L-

00001, L-00002, or L-00004 would compete with needs for unrestricted outdoor recreational 

space (i.e., not reserved for athletic teams).  A shortage of such space was identified as a major 

concern, especially for students, in College Senate recommendations to the president in Spring 

2013.  None of these lots would remove recreation space, but the competition for development of 

this scarce resource should be considered. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. James G. McLean 

Presiding Officer of the Faculty / Chair of College Senate 

Associate Professor of Physics & Astronomy 
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Professional Leave Review Committee 

Requests for Sabbatical Leave Requests - Fall 2014 

In accordance with Article II.4.c.1 of the Constitution, the Professional Leave Review 

Committee is requesting applications for sabbatical leaves for the 2015-2016 academic year to be 

submitted and reviewed during the fall 2014.  Sabbatical requests are due to your department by 

September 15 and due to the Provost by October 15.  Candidates will be notified by the President 

by January 15, 2015.  Guidelines for submission of sabbatical proposals can be found on the 

Provost’s webpage http://www.geneseo.edu/provost/sabbatical-information. Any questions 

regarding submission requirements should be addressed to Jennifer Glieco, Assistant to the 

Provost, glieco@geneseo.edu. 
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Election Report 

Selection of Presidential Search Committee 

 

In the elections, held 9 May to 16 May, to determine the academic faculty members who will be on the search 

committee for a president, 175 votes were registered out of 322 eligible voters.  Those receiving the most votes in 

their area, and thus elected to the committee, are: 

 

Natural Sciences: Kurt Fletcher 

Social Sciences: Dan Repinski 

Humanities: Joe Cope 

Fine Arts: Gerry Floriano 

Professional Studies: Dan Strang 

Assistant Rank: Dori Farthing 

 

The SUNY Guide to Presidential Searches calls for one member of the non-academic faculty (also called the 

professional staff).  In consultation with the non-academic faculty representative to the College Senate, the Chair of 

College Council has selected Fatima Johnson for that position. 

 

Reported by J. McLean, Faculty Presiding Officer 
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