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Minutes, Student Affairs Committee 
21 January, 2013 

 
Present:  Dan Repinski (Chair), Sid Bosch, Ryan Orechwa, Andrew Hayes, Michelle Walsh, Tom Hartvigsen, 
Jennifer Katz, Vincent Markowski, Emily VanOcker, Tim Bowersox, Lenny Sancilio 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes – November 12 2013 
 
The Minutes of the 11/12/2013 SAC meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
Chair’s  Report 
 
Some faculty members of the SAC are on sabbatical this semester; these individuals will no longer be on the 
Committee.  As a result, we may have some new Senators joining the SAC this spring. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Lenny Sancilio was in attendance to answer questions regarding the RCA policy and the campus response to student 
hazing. 
 
Responsible Community Action (RCA) Policy 
 
D. Repinski asked if there were cases of students using the new RCA policy.  L. Sancilio answered that there was 
one documented case of a student calling on their own behalf and multiple cases of students calling on behalf of 
others; none of the students who initiated the calls in any of these cases were brought up on conduct charges.  L. 
Sancilio emphasized that the Conduct office has historically not sought to bring conduct charges against individuals 
who report on behalf of others unless that individual commits other violations beyond alcohol consumption (i.e. 
vandalism, fighting, etc.).  It was clarified that internal possession of alcohol is not a violation of college policy.   
 
J. Katz asked if there were other identifiable changes in student behavior as a result of the new policy.  L. Sancilio 
reported that the number of alcohol-related transports (i.e., thirteen in fall 2013 vs. 15-30 transports in a typical 
semester) and the overall number of conduct cases were substantially down this year.  Dean Sancilio emphasized 
that it would be difficult to attribute these numbers specifically to the RCA Policy given other possible relevant 
variables. 
 
E. VanOcker inquired about College efforts to inform the community about the policy.  L. Sancilio listed a number 
of places where the policy can be found including numerous links on the web. In addition he encouraged members 
of the College Senate, the Student Association, and the SAC to share information about the RCA Policy with our 
various constituencies. Discussion ensued wherein ambiguities within the RCA Policy and misunderstandings about 
the Policy and its intent were identified.   
 
S. Bosch inquired about the legal ramifications for students who call for help.  L. Sancilio emphasized we do not 
have control over the local police but did refer to the Good Samaritan laws as a source of legal protection provided 
by NYS for students who assist others.  
 
D.  Repinski  asked  for  L.  Sancilio’s  thoughts  on  the  one-time use of the RCA policy; L. Sancilio emphasized the 
necessity of individual accountability within a larger community.  A. Hayes sought further clarification on the one-
time use exception; L. Sancilio noted that students may call multiple times on behalf of other students but the 
student for whom the call is being made may only use the policy once.  The committee noted this was in contrast to 
information previously provided by Dr. Bonfiglio and expressed concern over the language in the policy.  
 
J. Katz sought clarification as to why there is mistrust among students regarding the Conduct Office bringing 
disciplinary charges against individuals who call emergency services to assist other students in need.  L. Sancilio 
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offered  an  opinion  that  it  is  a  function  of  the  students’  ages  as  well  as  their  tendency  to  focus  on  and  disseminate  
information about the negative aspects of the conduct process; he encouraged SAC members to support efforts to 
keep students safe and to dispel myths regarding enforcement of the policy.   
 
Campus Response to Student Hazing 
 
D. Repinski asked what has changed since the widely publicized hazing incident last year involving members of the 
women’s  volleyball  team.  L.  Sancilio  offered  that  the  Miami  Dolphins  case  has  brought  the  hazing  issue  into  focus  
on a national scale; he also noted that a recent article in the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle (1/12/2014) reported 
on  the  hazing  incident  involving  members  of  the  women’s  volleyball  team  last  year  (see:    
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/sports/2014/01/11/hazing-continues-despite-efforts-to-
change/4430677/). He also indicated that there has been more overall education for students on campus.  
Additionally, he noted that more student social groups that previously had no supervision are now reporting to 
Wendi Kinney, Assistant Dean of Students for Fraternal Life and Off-Campus Services. 
 
D. Repinski asked about new reporting options for hazing incidents; L. Sancilio offered a list of different 
possibilities. 
 
J. Katz inquired about the results from the hazing survey and reported that after reviewing the survey results, she has 
concluded that some of the results are very informative. L. Sancilio stated that his office is seeking to have the 
researchers clarify a number of questions to increase the utility of the data.  J. Katz emphasized she believes there is 
more utility to the data than initially suggested by prior reports.  The shortcomings of the survey were discussed at 
length; L. Sancilio pointed out that the survey was a modification of an Alfred University survey that is available for 
use to the general population.   
 
L. Sancilio was invited to the next SAC meeting (Tuesday, 2/17/2014, 4:00 pm) to continue the conversation 
regarding the campus response to hazing.  He accepted the invite pending possible schedule constraints. D. Repinski 
encouraged SAC members to review the results of the hazing survey and reminded members that the survey is 
available  in  Dr.  Bonfiglio’s  office  (Doty  314). 
 
The meeting ended at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Michelle Walsh and Dan Repinski 
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Minutes: Student Affairs Committee 
18 February, 2014 

Present: Dan Repinski, Maria Volpe-McDermott, Ryan Orechwa, Jenny Katz, Tom Hartvigsen, Michelle Walsh, 
Emily VanOcker, Vince Markowski, Lenny Sancilio 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:06 
 
Approval of Minutes for January 21st 2014 was postponed until the next meeting SAC meeting. 
 
Unfinished Business – Campus Response to Student Hazing 
 
Lenny Sancilio was in attendance to update the SAC and answer questions about the campus response to student 
hazing and the recent survey  of  students’  perceptions  hazing  at  Geneseo. 
 
Sancilio  reported  that  the  College  has  received  a  ‘final  report’  of  the  Campus  and  School  Hazing  Climate  
Assessment. The report offers useful information to the campus and sheds more light on the issues.  
 
A finding from the survey was highlighted: a noteworthy portion of the hazing experiences reported by students are 
reported  to  occur  within  ‘club  sports.’  ‘Club  sports’  are  funded  as  student  clubs  by  the  Student  Association,  are  
without oversight from the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics and Recreation, and, to a significant degree, are 
without  any  oversight.  Students  reported  that  hazing  occurs  within  club  sport  ‘with  the  adviser  present’  and/or  ‘with  
the  adviser’s  knowledge.’  The  status  and  responsibilities  of  “adviser”  for  student  clubs  and  organizations  was  
discussed.  It  was  noted  that  a  club  adviser’s  responsibilities  may  be  minimal  and/or  few.  An  unexpected  finding  was  
students’  reports  that  hazing  occurs  in  residence  halls.       
 
J. Katz inquired about next steps and the communication of survey results to the College community. M Walsh (Co- 
Chair, Student and Campus Life Hazing Prevention Committee) reported that the Committee intends to develop 
recommendations and a plan for action based on the data.   
 
Despite the limited report on specific findings, the SAC was impressed by the usefulness of the results. The SAC 
discussed options for next steps and possible recommendations to the Hazing Prevention Committee.     
 
The meeting ended at 5:00pm 
 
Reported by Ryan Orechwa and Dan Repinski 
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Minutes, Executive Committee 
25 February 2014 

Present:  J McLean (chair), J Allen, D Gordon, D Granger, B Harrison, G Hartvigsen, M Lima, C Long, J Lovett, D 
MacKenzie, P Michael, D Repinski, D Showers 

Guests:  K Kallio  

Chair McLean called this regular meeting to order at 4:03 PM.  The minutes from the meeting of 28 Jan were 
approved  without objection. 

Reports of Officers 

President: only a couple small items to report for Senate meeting 
Provost: 8 hires from 13 searches thus far (many first choice candidates accepted offers) 
Senate Chair: Give CONE help in finding candidates for elections 

Survey of Geneseo representatives to SUNY Transfer Paths discussions is underway. 
A shared governance conference “SUNY Voices”  will  take  place  April  23-24, if anyone would like to 
attend see the Chair. 

Vice Chair: No Report 
Past Chair: No Report 
SA: Currently filling chairs for SA positions.  A couple brief announcements for Senate meeting 
Faculty Senator: Will need 5 minutes or so for report 

Reports from Standing Committees 

UCC: M/core responsibility issue; no action take; need more people willing to serve on committee; GenEd 
might be able to help 

UPC: Transfer credits proposal for Senate meeting 
GAAC: No Report 
SAC: No Report 
FAC: The committee not sure how to facilitate discussion of Presidential Profile for search; Excom offered 

some suggestions (e.g., gather some general opinions from Senate membership for 10 minutes; C Long 
suggested thinking about archetypical styles of leadership; use hypothetical scenarios: How would you 
handle the situation?; Based on Ecom discussion J Allen will bring something to the Senate floor  

Reports from Other Committees 

Discussion of Constitutional Committee suggested changes to "clean up" the Constitution; suggestion that more 
context be provided at Senate meeting for the various items (e.g., where and when do the items appear in the 
Constitution?); Some sections might need to be pulled out and reviewed separately as well; J McLean will work 
on this. 
GenEd Committee: K Kallio: “Geneseo  Learning Outcomes for  a  Baccalaureate  Education”  document 
reviewed; Where should this go next; who's purview; much discussion ensued; Excom suggests creating a 
committee of some kind to include several people who put the draft together and several more people from 
around the college to provide broader representation and make the process seem less top-down.  Perhaps the 
Gen Ed Cmte should be changed to have the overall educational picture as their charge. 

New Business 

A proposed poicy concerning credits from study abroad was sent to the UPC. 
StartUpNY: The plan submitted to SUNY (made available to the committee on Jan 31) was reviewed; what 
should we do next?; C Long points out that the plan can be amended; No action needed by Senate right now, but 
it would make sense to begin putting together a review process for any incoming applications.  A subcommittee 
composed of J Allen, J Lovett, and G. Hartvigsen was assigned the task of developing a proposal. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:28 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, D Granger 
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Minutes, College Senate 
4 March 2014 

 
Present:  J. McLean  (chair), J. Aimers, J. Allen, M. Board, R. Bonfiglio, E. Coloccia, E. Crosby, J. Elmore, Kurt 
Fletcher, E. Gamello, L. Gao, B. Gaylord, R. Gifford, J. Gonder, D. Gordon, W. Harrison, G. Hartvigsen, T. 
Hartvigsen, T. Hasan, A. Hayes, S. Iyer, J. Katz, M. Kennerknecht, M. Lee, M. Lima, J. Lovett, D. MacKenzie, V. 
Markowski, D. McPherson, P. Michael, J. Milroy, J. Morse, L. O'Brien, J. Over, P. Pacheco, P. Rault, S. Salmon, H. 
Savage, A. Tajima, C. Thornton, G. Towsley, R. Vasiliev, G. Villazhinay, N. Waddy, M. Walsh 

Guests:  P. Corrigan, C. Easton, Kyle Fletcher, R. Irwin, P. Morrell (Director SBDC) 

Chair James Mclean called this regular meeting to order at 4:45 PM.  The minutes from the meeting of 4 February, 
2014, were approved without objection. 

Reports 

Guest Reports-Paul Morrell, Director SBDC 
Paul Morrell is Director of the Small Business Development Center. SBDC has offices on the campuses of SUNY 
Geneseo, Brockport, Niagara and also locations in Wyoming County and also in the South Wedge in Rochester New 
York. The SBDC provides management and technical assistance to start-up and existing small business firms. They 
offer free individual counseling for small businesses in the following areas counseling, accounting, finance, and 
marketing. The SBDC is also very interested in the internship program and is working with Judy Albers 
entrepreneurship class. 
Officer Reports 

President C. Long 
President would like to thank everyone for all their help and support for the re-Opening of the Doty Building.  
Vice President for Enrollment search is moving forward. 
Progress for the Presidential search is going forward. 

Provost   D. Gordon 
Chair  J. McLean 

President has approved actions from the Feb 4 meeting, including curricular changes and the academic policy 
changes relating to Mandatory Advisement and recommended Academic Load. 

A survey of the Geneseo representatives to the Transfer Paths discussions showed a wide range of participation 
in those discussions.  Five expect little impact on Geneseo, three expect moderate impact, and two doubt that a 
Transfer Path can be agreed upon. 

Vice Chair  J. Lovett 
No Report 
Past-Chair 
No Report D. Granger 
Treasurer  
No Report G. Hartvigsen 
University Faculty Senator 
No Report D. Showers 
Vice President, Student Assoc. K. Becker 
No Report 

 
Reports of the Standing Committees of the Senate -Approved 

Undergraduate Curriculum B. Harrison, chair 

UCC Proposes for Second Reading: Approved 
New Course 

PHYS 230: Digital Electronics 
Revised Major 

B.S. in Applied Physics 
B.A. in Physics 
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Revised Programs 
Chemistry/3-2 Engineering 
Preparation for Engineering (Five-Year [3-2] Program) 

UCC Proposes for First Reading:  Approved 
Revised Courses 

HIST 262: American Indian Law and Public Policy 
AMST 262: American Indian Law and Public Policy 
ENGL 310: Medieval Literature: 
ENGL 311: Early Modern Literature: 
ENGL 316: Twentieth Century Literature: 

Deleted Courses 
ENGL 218: Contemporary British Literature in London: (subtitle) 
ENGL 235: American Literature 
ENGL 250: Literature & (subtitle) 
ENGL 254: Intro to Shakespeare 
ENGL 267: M/Non-Western Literature: 
ENGL 282: The Bible as Literature 
ENGL 285: F/Intro to Film Studies 
ENGL 306: Writing for Teachers 
ENGL 315: Victorian Literature 
ENGL 317: Contemporary British Literature 
ENGL 319: Literary Theory 
ENGL 321: British Drama: 
ENGL 324: British Novel: 
ENGL 330: American Romanticism 
ENGL 331: American Realism 
ENGL 332: Early American Literature 
ENGL 333: Modern American Literature 
ENGL 339: American Ways: 
ENGL 341: The Romantic Hero 
ENGL 343: Women and Literature: 
ENGL 345: Gay and Lesbian Literature 
ENGL 348: European Literature: 
ENGL 350: Chaucer and His Age 
ENGL 353: Milton: Poetry and Prose 
ENGL 354: Shakespeare I 
ENGL 355: Shakespeare II 
ENGL 358: Major Authors 
ENGL 359: Film Authors 
ENGL 370: Senior Reading 
ENGL 390: Studies in Literature: 
ENGL 398: 20th Century Poetry  

Undergraduate Policies  M. Lima, chair 

Policies Proposes for Second Reading: Approved 
REVISION OF POLICY (deletions struck out, additions in bold) 
9. Foreign Language 
College-level coursework or approved normed test that shows demonstrates student proficiency through the first 
intermediate level (third college semester) of a foreign language. Courses offered at Geneseo that fulfill this 
requirement have the designation L/ in their titles. 
 
General Education courses in Foreign Language help students achieve proficiency in speech listening, reading, 
speaking, and writing as well as familiarity with another cultures. Not all students will require the same number of 
courses to achieve proficiency. The various options for demonstrating proficiency are: 
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A. Successful completion of four complete years Four units of high school level foreign language 
(i.e., completion of a high school language sequence through Level IV, one year beyond the 
Regents Examination for New York students) AND a score of 85 or above on the Regents 
Examination in that language. 

B. A score of 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement Examination in a foreign language. 
C. Placement above beyond the 201 first intermediate level on  Geneseo’s  language  placement  

examination (this examination may be taken at summer orientation or at the beginning of each 
semester). This exam is offered at orientation, at designated times during the semester (see 
the  department’s  web  site  for  dates), or online (this option may require a preapproved 
proctor and a fee may be assessed by the testing agency). 

D. Completion of college-level work in a foreign language (at Geneseo or another institution) 
through the 201 (third college semester) first intermediate level. For students seeking 
certification in education or speech and hearing handicapped, the language requirement may be 
met by three semesters of American Sign Language. 

Policies Proposes for First Reading:  Approved 
REVISION OF POLICY (deletions struck out, additions in bold) 
Transfer Credit 
Transfer candidates are encouraged to meet with an admissions advisor to discuss the applicability of their transfer 
credits to the specific degree programs in which they plan to matriculate enroll. A tentative transfer evaluation, 
including a list of equivalent courses at Geneseo for which credit has been granted, is provided at the time of 
admission. Course credits transfer to Geneseo, although grades and quality points earned elsewhere do not transfer. 
To receive appropriate credit, an applicant must ensure that official transcripts from all previous institutions are on 
file in the Admissions Office. Final authority on transfer credit acceptance lies with the Office of the Dean of 
Curriculum and Academic Services. 

Courses completed at regionally accredited institutions of higher education which align significantly in substance 
and level with the courses that comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo, and which are recorded on official 
transcripts, are awarded credit under the following conditions: 

1. A maximum of 30 semester credit hours of elective credit is granted for courses that differ significantly in 
substance or level from the courses that comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo.  Students may transfer a 
maximum of 45 credits completed while concurrently enrolled in high school.  Of these, a maximum of 30 
credits may be AP, IB, and CLEP credits. Credit will not be awarded for courses if they overlap with AP, 
IB or CLEP credits (see section entitled, “Credit for Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, 
Proficiency  Examinations”).  Students have the option of forfeiting these credits if they want to retake the 
courses at Geneseo. 

2. Students may only transfer a A maximum of 60 semester credits hours may be transferred from two-year, 
degree-granting institutions. 

3. Students may transfer a A maximum of 90 semester credits hours may be awarded for studies completed at 
from a four-year, degree-granting institutions (including no more than 60 semester credits hours from two-year 
institutions). 

4. Students may not repeat courses that they have successfully completed at another degree-granting 
institution. 

45. Graduates of community colleges who earn A.A. or A.S. degrees in the liberal arts may expect full credit, up 
to a maximum of 60 semester credits hours, upon enrolling at Geneseo. Based upon a review of the general 
education component of their programs, A.A.S. degree holders may be awarded full transfer credit. Coursework 
from proprietary institutions will be reviewed on a course-by-course basis. 

6. Students with A.A. or A.S. degrees from another SUNY campus may expect full credit for the SUNY 
General  Education  requirement  (see  section  entitled,  “General  Education  Curriculum”). 

7. Coursework from proprietary institutions will be reviewed on a course-by-course basis. 
58. A grade of C- or above must have been earned for each course accepted for transfer credit when not part of a 

two-year degree. Students should note that while two-year degree courses with D grades may be used to meet 
core requirements, the credits will not transfer. (In general, Geneseo will not accept transfer credit for courses 
graded on a Pass/Fail or Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis. Exceptional cases are adjudicated by the Office of 
the Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services.) For information on transferring credit for single courses taken 
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during  summer  or  intersession  at  other  institutions,  see  the  section  on  “Studying  at  Other  Colleges”  in  this  
bulletin. 

 
Graduate Academic Affairs  D. MacKenzie, chair 
No Report 
Student Affairs  D. Repinski, chair 
No Report 
Faculty Affairs  J. Allen, chair 

Faculty and Members are urged to get involved with the Presidential search.  Discussion surrounding the 
following questions occurred: 

x President Profile 
x Who do we really want for our next President? 
x What kind of President do we want? 
x Kind of leadership and style? 
x Experience with shared leadership? 
x Will he or she be interactive with faculty and students? 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James McLean / Melissa Tracy 
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Minutes, Undergraduate Academic Policies Committee 
11 March 2014 

 
Present:  Maria Helena Lima  (chair), Dori Farthing, Kurt Fletcher, Jon Gonder, Jane Fowler Morse, Jeff Over, Paul 
Pacheco, Rick Coloccia, Marisa Sylvester, Gary Towsley, Gina Villazhinay 

Guests:  Rebecca Lewis, Lori Bernard, Peter Corrigan and Savi Iyer 

Chair Lima called this regular meeting to order at 4:01 PM. 

Chair acknowledged two guests, Becky Lewis, Assistant Provost for International Programs, who proposed the 
Policy under consideration today, Lori Bernard (Languages & Literatures Chair).  Savi Iyer joined Peter Corrigan 
today. 

Proposed Policy for Transfer of Credits Earned while Studying through a SUNY Study 
Abroad Program 

 
To  be  added  to  “Transfer  Credit”  in  the  Bulletin  (pg.  10  in  current  Bulletin)   
 
9. Credits earned on a SUNY-administered study abroad program with a grade equivalent to a C- or better 
will always count toward the total number of credits needed to graduate.  Credits earned abroad may not 
be taken on a pass/fail basis. Courses taken on a SUNY-administered study abroad program, with prior 
approval from a Department as fulfilling a major or minor requirement, or from the Dean of Curriculum 
and Academic Services as fulfilling a general education requirement, will carry at least the number of 
credits the course carries at Geneseo. 
 
To  be  added  to  “Studying  at  Other  Colleges”  in  the  Bulletin  (pg.  33  in  current  Bulletin)  addition in red. 
 
(The form may be obtained from the Office of the Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services, Erwin 106 
or on-line at dean.geneseo.edu; the course approval form for courses taken while studying abroad may be 
obtained from the Study Abroad Office, Erwin 217 or on-line at studyabroad.geneseo.edu). 
 

Beck Lewis explained the RATIONALE for the proposal: 

For the past thirty years, the practice has been that any course taken in a SUNY institution with a passing grade will 
come in as elective credits—the grades will not transfer—just the credits.  She feels this unofficial practice needs to 
be made into policy.  International Programs is bringing this proposal to the faculty to ask whether they want any 
restrictions as to the number of credits that will transfer.  Five ECT credits usually round up to three TR, when the 
course meets a requirement and has the approval of the appropriate department or program.  Credits are not 
guaranteed if students have not filled out a course approval form PRIOR to travel. 

The first question was whether there are programs that do not grade students, to which Becky answered that Study 
abroad does not allow students to take any Pass/Fail courses.  Some courses will come only as Transfer credits when 
they do not meet any Geneseo requirements. 

The Dean made very clear that her Office does not approve the proposed policy, as she believes Study abroad 
courses should be treated the same way as we treat any course taken locally.  The Transfer Policy that recently 
passed first reading in Senate addresses all possible nuances in her view. 

The  Chair  attempted  to  remind  the  Policy  Committee  and  the  Dean  of  the  Chancellor’s  mandate  to  internationalize  
SUNY campuses and of the current ACE Internationalization Lab and Global Geneseo existing committees working 
on the matter, particularly internationalization at the Curriculum level, both abroad and at home.  The Dean was not 
persuaded that study abroad courses should have special privileges. 

The Chair of Languages & Literatures emphasized how hard it was for students to comply with the requirement of 
getting course approval BEFORE travel, and that angry parents usually called her office to complain when transfer 
was denied.  The reason International Programs feels there should be a clear policy in place is that last fall the 
Dean’s  Office  has  failed  to  award  credits  to  many  courses  taken  abroad.    The  Dean  answered  that  a  students  taking  
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Russian  abroad,  for  example,  cannot  take  a  course  he  has  already  taken  at  Geneseo.    You  can  only  take  “Intro  to  
Russian”  once. 

Study abroad feels students should be allowed to take at least two courses that differ from the Geneseo curriculum—
and that these courses should count. 

Another committee member wanted to know whether a student in Italy for the semester needs pre-approval of 12 
credits BEFORE leaving, so he would be guaranteed full-time status (or lose financial aid).  Right now the full-time 
status is determined by what transfers back. 

Another question concerned International Students and the courses they bring with them.  The Dean answered that 
International Students are transfer students—they should follow the guidelines that apply to ALL transfer students. 

The  Dean’s  Office  is  not  stopping  any  student  from  taking  any  course.    She  wants  to  build  a  data  bank  for courses 
taken overseas.   Course Pre-approval  forms  should  be  mandated  and  the  Dean’s  Office  should  hold  the  forms. 

An  attempt  from  a  committee  member  to  revise  the  proposed  policy,  such  as  taking  out  the  word  “always”  and  
adding  the  word  “may”  before  “count  towards  the  total  number  of  credits”  was  made,  but  no  consensus  was  reached.    
The proposal was tabled.   

Another meeting will need to be scheduled. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Maria Helena Lima 

Committee Chair 
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Minutes, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
25 March, 2014 

 
Present:  B. Harrison, English (chair), S. Allen, SA; J. Easterly, Library; K. Fredericks, Languages and Literatures; 
T. Hasan, SA; M. Kennerknecht, Financial Aid; J. Kirkwood, Music; G. Marcus, Physics; K. J. Matthews, 
Languages and Literatures; K. Pitcher, Library; A. Urso, Education.   

Guests:  D. Baldwin, Mathematics; D. Farthing, Geological Sciences; S. Iyer, Dean's Office; J. Kirk, TBD; C. Leary, 
Mathematics; L. O'Brien, Education; W. Roettger, Business; D. Showers, Education. 

Excused: R. Vasiliev, Geography.   

The chair called this regular meeting to order at 4:07 PM. 

Reports 

Approval of minutes of 2/18.  Approved, unanimous vote.      

 
Vote to excuse Vasiliev from  the  duties  of  today’s  meeting.    Approved, unanimous vote. 

 
Review of Proposals 

(Following committee procedure, the proposals are listed by department. When introduced to the Senate, the 
courses will be grouped by type of proposal.) 

Department: School of Business 
Revised Course 
MGMT 264: Business Law II 
 
Roettger serves as contact.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Program: Legal Studies 
Revised Program 
Minor in Legal Studies 
 
Kirk serves as contact.  Discussion: Courses titles transposed in Bulletin copy.  Dean promises correction.  
Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Department: Psychology 
Revised Program 
Minor in Cognitive Science 
 
No discussion.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Department: Geological Sciences 
Revised Programs 
BA in Geochemistry 
BA in Geophysics 
BA in Geology 
 
Farthing serves as contact.  Discussion: Reviewed as a package.  Course offering frequency required 
clarification.  Farthing clarified procedures concerning the department writing requirement.  The Dean noted 
that there were questions as to the relationship between these new majors and the Geological Science minor, 
which the department promised to address in the future.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Department: Biology 
Revised Course 
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BIOL 250: Biological Data Analysis 
 
No discussion.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Departments: Biology and Mathematics 
Revised Program 
Minor in Biomathematics 
 
Leary serves as contact.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Department: Mathematics 
New Courses 
Math 303: Theory of Computational Complexity 
MATH 304: Theory of Computability 
MATH 363: Regression and Time Series 
MATH 384: Computational Graphics 
 
Baldwin serves as contact.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Revised Program 
BA in Mathematics 
 
No discussion.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Department: School of Education 
New Course   
SPED 224: Inquiry-based Teaching and Learning Strategies for Diverse Children 
 
Revised Course 
INTD 300: Topics in Secondary Science 
 
O'Brien and Showers serve as contact. Discussion: INTD 300 requires co-requisite clarification.  Dean promises 
additions.  Proposals approved.  Unanimous vote.   

 
Deleted Courses  
EDUC 214: Dimensions of Teaching & Inquiry 
SPED 234: Instructional Strategies & Inquiry in Special Education 
 
No discussion.  Proposals approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Revised Program 
BA or BS in Liberal Arts & Sciences – Adolescence Education Certification (grades 7-12) with certification in 
sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Earth Sciences, or Physics 
BS in Childhood Education 
 
Title refers to certain specialized segments of the larger program bulletin description.  This particular program 
is being suspended, but not deleted.  There is no proposed date for restatement.  Proposals approved.  
Unanimous vote.   
 
Department: English 
New Courses 
ENGL 322: Contemporary British Literature in London: (subtitle) 
ENGL 385: Contemporary Drama 
ENGL 387: Drama and Society: (subtitle) 
ENGL 407: Writing for Teachers 
ENGL 494: Senior Seminar: (subtitle) 
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Harrison serves as contact.  Discussion: ENGL 322 description requires some rotation clarification.  The drama 
courses replace some recently deleted classes. Proposals approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 
Revised Courses 
ENGL 458: Major Authors: 
 
No discussion.  Proposal approved.  Unanimous vote.   
 

V.  Announcements   
 

Thanks to Joe Easterly for serving as meeting secretary.   
 
Next meeting is in Sturges 106 on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 at 4PM. 

 
Full proposals can be found at  https://boxes.geneseo.edu/DeanofCollege/doc/  
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:46 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Harrison 
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Minutes, Undergraduate Academic Policies Committee 
25 March 2014 

 
Present:  Maria Helena Lima  (chair), Rick Coloccia, Paul Dotterweich, Kurt Fletcher, Jeff Over,  Marisa Sylvester, 
Gary Towsley 

Guests:  Peter Corrigan, Becky Lewis 

Chair Lima called this special meeting to order at 4:07 PM. 

A motion was made to approve the Study Abroad Policy (below), which was immediately seconded without the 
need for any discussion.  The committee recognized that all concerns identified in the last meeting have been 
addressed.  The Policy was approved unanimously. 

Full proposal can be found at  https://boxes.geneseo.edu/DeanofCollege/doc/  
III. Existing Policy Information (if revision) 
Policy as found in the Undergraduate Bulletin:  

 
Page 33: 
 
Study Abroad 
Research shows that the positive relationship between international knowledge and immersion in a foreign 
culture has important implications for higher education and that study abroad experiences help to produce 
better informed citizens. SUNY Geneseo currently administers programs in 22 countries. Geneseo students 
may also study overseas through any SUNY institution. SUNY students can participate in a variety of 
programs based in over 65 countries in every continent of the world. The Study Abroad Office in Erwin 106 
assists students who are interested in short-term, semester or year-long study abroad programs. In addition, 
interested students are encouraged to consult with their academic advisors and with the Office of Financial 
Aid. (For further information see studyabroad.geneseo.edu.) 
 

 
IV. Revised or New Policy 

(Indicate proposed additions/replacements in bold, and omissions marked with strikethrough, 
e.g., maximum) 

New or Proposed revision to policy for the Undergraduate Bulletin: 

 
Study Abroad 
Research shows that the positive relationship between international knowledge and immersion in a foreign 
culture has important implications for higher education and that study abroad experiences help to produce 
better informed citizens. SUNY Geneseo currently administers programs in 22 countries. Geneseo students 
may also study overseas through any SUNY institution. SUNY students can participate in a variety of 
programs based in over 65 countries in every continent of the world. The Study Abroad Office in Erwin 106 
assists students who are interested in short-term, semester or year-long study abroad programs. In addition, 
interested students are encouraged to consult with their academic advisors and with the Office of Financial 
Aid. (For further information see studyabroad.geneseo.edu.) 
 
Students must be in Good Academic Standing in the semester prior to the study abroad.  Credits 
earned while on study abroad will be treated as transfer credits and will not be included in the 
Geneseo GPA. A grade of C- or above must have been earned for each course accepted for transfer 
credit.  Geneseo will not accept transfer credit for courses graded on a Pass/Fail or 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis. Students are not eligible to register for Directed Study credits at 
Geneseo while on study abroad.  SUNY regulations recommend one credit to be awarded per week of 
study abroad. Students intending to use specific courses taken abroad to fulfill Geneseo requirements 
must consult and receive prior approval for the courses from their major department and the Office 
of the Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services.  Up to three credits per semester of courses which 
do not align significantly in substance and level with the course that comprise the formal curriculum 
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at Geneseo may be transferred with prior approval. The deadline for pre-approval of courses is May 
1 for Fall study abroad and December 1 for Spring study abroad. 
 

 
V. Rationale for Proposal   
    (In the space below, provide a rationale for the proposed change.) 

With the recent changes in the transfer credit policy, clarification of the study abroad transfer credit policy 
was needed to specify the number of free elective credits that may be earned while studying abroad, as well 
as the course approval requirement for study abroad transfer credit. These policies had previously been in 
the Study Abroad Handbook, but not in the Bulletin. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Maria Helena Lima 
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Draft Agenda, College Senate Meeting 
15 April 2014 

 
Call to Order 4:00, Newton 204 

Adoption of the Agenda 
Adoption of the Minutes 

Minutes of the Senate Meeting of 4 Feb 2014 (CSB v. 58 no. 9 p. 120) 
Officer Reports 

President C. Long 
Provost   D. Gordon 
Chair  J. McLean 
Vice Chair  J. Lovett 
Past-Chair D. Granger 
Secretary … 
Treasurer  G. Hartvigsen 
University Faculty Senator D. Showers 
Vice President, Student Assoc. P. Michael 

Reports of the Standing Committees of the Senate 
Executive J. McLean, chair 

Resolution Calling for Delay in Implementation of the edTPA (CSB v. 58 no. 9 p. 135) 
Policy for Faculty Participation in Evaluation of START-UP NY Proposals (CSB v. 58 no. 9 p. 138) 
Announcement of intention for Executive Committee to craft faculty comments on Geneseo START-

UP NY plan.  (Plan reproduced starting CSB v. 58 no. 9 p. 139) 
 

Undergraduate Curricula B. Harrison, chair 
(full proposals can be found at 
https://boxes.geneseo.edu/DeanofCollege/doc/UCC/Senate_2013_2014/) 

UCC Proposes for Second Reading: 
Revised Courses 

HIST 262: American Indian Law and Public Policy 
AMST 262: American Indian Law and Public Policy 
ENGL 310: Connections in Early Literature: Medieval Literature 
ENGL 311: The British Renaissance 
ENGL 316: Modern British Literature 

Deleted Courses 
ENGL 218: Contemporary British Literature in London: (subtitle) 
ENGL 235: American Literature 
ENGL 250: Literature & (subtitle) 
ENGL 254: Intro to Shakespeare 
ENGL 267: M/Non-Western Literature: 
ENGL 282: The Bible as Literature 
ENGL 285: F/Intro to Film Studies 
ENGL 306: Writing for Teachers 
ENGL 315: Victorian Literature 
ENGL 317: Contemporary British Literature 
ENGL 319: Literary Theory 
ENGL 321: British Drama: 
ENGL 324: British Novel: 
ENGL 330: American Romanticism 
ENGL 331: American Realism 
ENGL 332: Early American Literature 
ENGL 333: Modern American Literature 
ENGL 339: American Ways: 
ENGL 341: The Romantic Hero 
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ENGL 343: Women and Literature: 
ENGL 345: Gay and Lesbian Literature 
ENGL 348: European Literature: 
ENGL 350: Chaucer and His Age 
ENGL 353: Milton: Poetry and Prose 
ENGL 354: Shakespeare I 
ENGL 355: Shakespeare II 
ENGL 358: Major Authors 
ENGL 359: Film Authors 
ENGL 370: Senior Reading 
ENGL 390: Studies in Literature: 
ENGL 398: 20th Century Poetry  

UCC Proposes for First Reading: 
New Courses 

ENGL 322: Contemporary British Literature in London: (subtitle)  
ENGL 385: Contemporary Drama 
ENGL 387: Drama and Society: (subtitle) 
ENGL 407: Writing for Teachers 
ENGL 494: Senior Seminar: (subtitle) 
MATH 303: Theory of Computational Complexity 
MATH 304: Theory of Computability 
MATH 363: Regression and Time Series 
MATH 384: Computational Graphics 
SPED 224: Inquiry-based Teaching and Learning Strategies for Diverse Children 

Revised Courses 
BIOL 250: Biological Data Analysis 
ENGL 458: Major Authors: 
INTD 300: Topics in Secondary Science 
MGMT 264: Business Law II 

Deleted Courses 
EDUC 214: Dimensions of Teaching & Inquiry 
SPED 234: Instructional Strategies & Inquiry in Special Education 

Revised Programs 
BA or BS in Liberal Arts & Sciences – Adolescence Education Certification (grades 7-12) with 
certification in sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Earth Sciences, or Physics 
BS in Childhood Education 
BA in Geochemistry 
BA in Geophysics 
BA in Geology 
BA in Mathematics 
Minor in Biomathematics 
Minor in Cognitive Science 
Minor in Legal Studies 

 
Undergraduate Policies  M. Lima, chair 

Policies Proposes for Second Reading: 
REVISION OF POLICY (deletions struck out, additions in bold) 
Transfer Credit 
Transfer candidates are encouraged to meet with an admissions advisor to discuss the applicability of their transfer 
credits to the specific degree programs in which they plan to matriculate enroll. A tentative transfer evaluation, 
including a list of equivalent courses at Geneseo for which credit has been granted, is provided at the time of 
admission. Course credits transfer to Geneseo, although grades and quality points earned elsewhere do not transfer. 
To receive appropriate credit, an applicant must ensure that official transcripts from all previous institutions are on 
file in the Admissions Office. Final authority on transfer credit acceptance lies with the Office of the Dean of 
Curriculum and Academic Services. 
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Courses completed at regionally accredited institutions of higher education which align significantly in substance 
and level with the courses that comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo, and which are recorded on official 
transcripts, are awarded credit under the following conditions: 

1. A maximum of 30 semester credit hours of elective credit is granted for courses that differ significantly in 
substance or level from the courses that comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo.  Students may transfer a 
maximum of 45 credits completed while concurrently enrolled in high school.  Of these, a maximum of 30 
credits may be AP, IB, and CLEP credits. Credit will not be awarded for courses if they overlap with AP, 
IB or CLEP credits (see section entitled, “Credit for Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, 
Proficiency  Examinations”).  Students have the option of forfeiting these credits if they want to retake the 
courses at Geneseo. 

2. Students may only transfer a A maximum of 60 semester credits hours may be transferred from two-year, 
degree-granting institutions. 

3. Students may transfer a A maximum of 90 semester credits hours may be awarded for studies completed at 
from four-year, degree-granting institutions (including no more than 60 semester credits hours from two-year 
institutions). 

4. Students may not repeat courses that they have successfully completed at another degree-granting 
institution. 

45. Graduates of community colleges who earn A.A. or A.S. degrees in the liberal arts may expect full credit, up 
to a maximum of 60 semester credits hours, upon enrolling at Geneseo. Based upon a review of the general 
education component of their programs, A.A.S. degree holders may be awarded full transfer credit. Coursework 
from proprietary institutions will be reviewed on a course-by-course basis. 

6. Students with A.A. or A.S. degrees from another SUNY campus may expect full credit for the SUNY 
General  Education  requirement  (see  section  entitled,  “General  Education  Curriculum”). 

7. Coursework from proprietary institutions will be reviewed on a course-by-course basis. 
58. A grade of C- or above must have been earned for each course accepted for transfer credit when not part of a 

two-year degree. Students should note that while two-year degree courses with D grades may be used to meet 
core requirements, the credits will not transfer. (In general, Geneseo will not accept transfer credit for courses 
graded on a Pass/Fail or Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis. Exceptional cases are adjudicated by the Office of 
the Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services.) For information on transferring credit for single courses taken 
during  summer  or  intersession  at  other  institutions,  see  the  section  on  “Studying  at  Other  Colleges”  in  this  
bulletin. 

DELETION OF POLICY 
External Credit  
Students may apply toward their degree requirements a maximum of 30 credits earned through completion of the 
Advanced Placement Program, the International Baccalaureate Program, and/or New York State and national 
college proficiency examination programs. This credit must be approved through the Office of the Dean of 
Curriculum and Academic Services. 

Policies Proposes for First Reading: 
ADDITION TO POLICY (additions in bold) 
Study Abroad 
Research shows that the positive relationship between international knowledge and immersion in a foreign culture 
has important implications for higher education and that study abroad experiences help to produce better informed 
citizens. SUNY Geneseo currently administers programs in 22 countries. Geneseo students may also study overseas 
through any SUNY institution. SUNY students can participate in a variety of programs based in over 65 countries in 
every continent of the world. The Study Abroad Office in Erwin 106 assists students who are interested in short-
term, semester or year-long study abroad programs. In addition, interested students are encouraged to consult with 
their academic advisors and with the Office of Financial Aid. (For further information see 
studyabroad.geneseo.edu.) 
Students must be in Good Academic Standing in the semester prior to the study abroad.  Credits earned 
while on study abroad will be treated as transfer credits and will not be included in the Geneseo GPA. A 
grade of C- or above must have been earned for each course accepted for transfer credit.  Geneseo will not 
accept transfer credit for courses graded on a Pass/Fail or Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis. Students are not 
eligible to register for Directed Study credits at Geneseo while on study abroad.  SUNY regulations 
recommend one credit to be awarded per week of study abroad. Students intending to use specific courses 
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taken abroad to fulfill Geneseo requirements must consult and receive prior approval for the courses from 
their major department and the Office of the Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services.  Up to three 
credits per semester of courses which do not align significantly in substance and level with the course that 
comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo may be transferred with prior approval. The deadline for pre-
approval of courses is May 1 for Fall study abroad and December 1 for Spring study abroad. 

Graduate Academic Affairs  D. MacKenzie, chair 
Student Affairs  D. Repinski, chair 
Faculty Affairs  J. Allen, chair 

New Business 
Adjournment 5:00pm, if we’re  lucky 
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Resolution Calling for Delay in Implementation of the edTPA 
Background 

As of this writing on April 8, 2014, edTPA is a new assessment tool that is required in New York State for initial 
teacher certification for students applying for certification after April 30, 2014.  Developed by the Stanford Center 
for Assessment, Learning and Equity (SCALE), the edTPA is a complex performance-based assessment that 
includes multiple components, including videotaping in K-12 classrooms.  New York is one of only two states 
requiring students to pass the edTPA as a condition of earning initial teaching certification.  Student teachers must 
complete the edTPA as part of student teaching, rather than after completing their degree.  The fees are $300 ($100 
per section) to take the edTPA.  (These fees are in addition to fees for other certification exams and the fees SED 
charges for application for initial certification.) 

On  March  25,  SCALE  released  “edTPA  Implementation  Recommendations”  (http://edtpa.aacte.org/news-area/scale-
shares-recommendations-for-edtpa-implementation.html).    The  recommendations  “reflect  the  input  of  the  edTPA  
Policy  Advisory  Board,”  a  24-member body of national leaders in teacher preparation, school administration, 
teacher organizations, state departments of education, accreditors and others. 

The recommendations of that board demonstrate multiple fundamental errors made by the New York State 
Education Department in implementing edTPA.  These deviations from an appropriate implementation strategy have 
put current teacher candidates at a severe disadvantage, after years of education and hundreds of dollars in 
examinations and other fees.  Examples of these errors include (but are not limited to): 

x SCALE recommendation: States should have a period of low-stakes  program  participation  “to  establish  
opportunities for program faculty, candidates, and P-12 partners to become familiar with requirements and 
learn  how  to  incorporate  them  into  their  work.” 

o There was an edTPA field test in the spring of 2013. However, the results were not released until after 
all candidates who were taking the test during student teaching in the fall 2013 had completed all 
formal pre-student teaching coursework. Therefore none of the limited knowledge that came from the 
field  test  helped  anyone  involved  in  the  process  “become  familiar  with  requirements  and  learn  how  to  
incorporate  them  into  their  work.”   

o Additionally, the field test was conducted with volunteers who took the test for free.  Significant 
numbers dropped out or completed the test in a cursory way.  

x SCALE recommendation: The period of low stakes participation should, among other recommendations, 
produce  “data  to support  programmatic  analysis  and  improvement.” 

o As described above, the limited data from the 2013 field test was not provided to programs in time to 
make any analysis or program improvement. 

x SCALE recommendation:  “Implementation plans include a set of readiness activities that enable programs 
to  understand  and  support  edTPA  appropriately  for  candidates.” 

o A Board of Regents press release on March 13, 2014 (http://www.oms.nysed.gov/press/edtpa.html) 
stated that $11.5 million had been invested in preparing higher education institutions to implement 
edTPA, citing  “hundreds  of  meetings  and  workshops”  in  the  past  year.  Many  participants  in  those  
meetings (which began in late fall) point out that as late as March, the meeting/workshop leaders could 
not answer key questions on how to implement edTPA.  It begs the question that if $11.5 was spent on 
readiness activities (equaling over $100,000 per teacher education program in New York), how the 
faculties and leaders of those programs overwhelmingly contend there was not enough leadership from 
SED or enough time to implement the edTPA effectively.  

x SCALE recommendation:  There  should  be  “frequent  communications  with  programs,  districts,  P-12 partner 
schools, and P-12  parents  to  align  timelines  for  completing  edTPA.” 

o There is no evidence of such communication. The Regents press release (cited above) stated there were 
“reports  of  the  P-20  collaboration  and  stronger  partnerships  across  sectors.”  When  asked  to  produce 
such  “reports”  SED  staff  have  not  been  able  to  do  so.  When  pressed  in  public  meetings,  SED  staff  have  
acceded  that  the  use  of  the  word  “reports”  in  the  press  release  was  probably  a  synonym  for  
“anecdotes.” 

x SCALE recommendation: There should be state and institutional  policies  “to  support  formative  
opportunities  for  candidates  to  develop  the  necessary  knowledge  and  skills  prior  to  edTPA  completion.” 
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o Such  “formative  opportunities”  require  that  candidates  be  able  to  learn,  be  assessed  on,  and  receive  
feedback on their performances and to be able to use such feedback to prepare for the summative 
(final) assessment.  As noted, almost all candidates who student taught in the fall of 2014 had 
completed their preparatory coursework prior to the finalization of the edTPA as communicated to the 
institutions of higher education. 

x SCALE recommendation: The edTPA should be taken at the end of teacher training. 

o Commissioner’s  Regulation  52.21 requires student teaching to consist  of  “two  college-supervised 
student-teaching experiences  of  at  least  20  school  days  each”  in  which  the  candidate  “gradually  
assumes  increased  responsibility  for  instruction,  classroom  management,  and  other  related  duties.”   
Common practice is for each placement to instead be seven weeks long, thus filling a semester. 

o Because the lengthy edTPA process must be completed during student teaching, if a student were to 
not pass, there is no feasible way to retake the edTPA after completing their student teaching.  Thus, 
even with seven-week placements, students are forced into completing the edTPA as early as possible 
in their first placement, to ensure the opportunity of a retake if necessary.  This runs directly counter to 
“gradually  assuming  responsibility,”  and  results  in  assessing  the  teacher  candidates before they have 
had opportunity to benefit from the student-teaching experience. 

x SCALE recommendation:  There  should  be  “plans  for  acquiring  and  supporting  the  use  of  technology  
(computers, video recording devices) required for implementing the assessment.” 

o Technology is most significantly required for the in-class video recording.  Plans were worked out by 
individual institutions, but there has been no coordination of this from the State. Candidates often used 
their own personal equipment and relied on other students for technical help.  

Other fundamental problems with the New York State Education Department implementation exist as well.  A 
certification examination, as a criterion referenced test, should identify all qualified candidates for certification and 
exclude unqualified candidates from eligibility.  However, NYSED has set the edTPA pass rate based on a desired 
failure rate; it was targeted to eliminate the lowest 40% of applicants, regardless of their ability to teach.  Properly 
setting the passing score is currently impossible, since the candidates field tested in spring 2014 have not 
subsequently been in classrooms long enough to determine whether edTPA is an appropriate predictor of successful 
classroom teaching. 

Resolution  
Whereas, there were multiple fundamental flaws in the implementation of the edTPA in New York, compared with 
the current recommendations from the Stanford Center for Assessment, Learning and Equity (SCALE), the 
developer of the test; and  

Whereas the teacher preparation programs were not provided final guidance material for edTPA preparation until 
fall 2013 in many cases, and thus have not been given sufficient time to evaluate whether programmatic changes 
should be made to prepare students for the edTPA, nor to implement such changes; and  

Whereas, there is a near-consensus of opinion among teacher education faculties and leaders that there was not a 
sufficient period of low stakes participation for proper implementation of edTPA; and  

Whereas,  New  York  State  requirements  for  student  teaching  (NY  State  Education  Department  Commissioner’s  
Regulation 52.21), coupled with the need to present new material for evaluation if a teacher certification candidate 
fails  the  edTPA,  limit  the  candidate’s  ability to be fairly tested by  emphasizing  the  results  of  a  candidate’s  initial  
student-teaching experience; and 

Whereas, the increasing burden of test fees may disproportionately limit the ability of under-represented and under-
prepared students to become teachers, restricting the diversity of future classroom teachers at a time when K-12 
students themselves are increasingly from multicultural backgrounds; and 

Whereas, the State Assembly of New York has introduced legislation (A09207) to delay use of the edTPA in initial 
teacher certification until July 1, 2015; 

Therefore, be it resolved that the College Senate of the State University of New York College at Geneseo 
emphatically urges the Board of Regents and the State Education Department: 

1. To remove the use of the edTPA as a requirement for initial certification in New York beginning May 2014 and 
thereafter; and 
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2. To establish a task force involving college faculty and administrators to review the role of externally evaluated 
performance-based assessment in teacher education programs, and whether or how edTPA (or other measures) 
might be used in those programs; and 

3. To postpone the use of edTPA data in the profiles of teacher education programs until the 2015-16 academic year 
at the earliest. 

And further, the SUNY Geneseo College Senate instructs its officers to bring this resolution to the attention of the 
New York State Board of Regents, the New York State Education Department, and appropriate members of the New 
York legislature. 
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Faculty Participation in Evaluation of START-UP NY Proposals 
Proposed policy: 

Upon the receipt of a proposal by the SUNY College at Geneseo from a business for participation in the START-UP 
NY program, a Campus Evaluation Committee will consider the proposal. The Campus Evaluation Committee will 
include three (four?) members of the faculty. This will include the Chair of the College Senate or his or her designee 
and three faculty selected from  among  the  faculty  of  departments  most  closely  aligned  with  the  proposal’s  contents.  
The  Chair  of  the  College  Senate  will  contact  the  chairs  of  the  departments  most  closely  aligned  with  the  proposal’s  
contents. These departments will provide two faculty members willing to serve. The College Senate Chair will also 
recommend a faculty member from the wider campus community.   

These faculty committee members along with the other members of the committee will be responsible with reading 
the proposal and submitting an evaluation of the proposal. As part of the process there will be the opportunity to 
raise questions about specific points of the proposal and its relationship to the mission of the college. The business 
sponsoring the proposal will then have the opportunity to answer those questions before the final recommendation is 
made.  

The faculty will be required to serve only for the evaluation of that specific proposal. Each separate proposal will 
require formulation of a separate committee. Re-evaluation committees that will review the continued alignment of 
previously approved proposals will follow the same faculty participation structure. 

 


















