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Approved Minutes, Undergraduate Academic Policies Committee 

11 April 17 

 

Present:  K. Fletcher, A. Hansen, C. Klima, C. Leary, D. MacKenzie, M. Masci, D. Over, Amy Sheldon (Chair), B. 

West, N. Wiley, C. Wilkinson  

Guests:  Peter Corrigan (Associate Dean for New Student Advisement), Celia Easton (Dean of Academic Planning 

and Advising), S. Iyer (Assistant Provost) 

Excused: R. Coloccia, S. Stubblefield  

Chair A. Sheldon called this regular meeting to order at 4:05 PM. 

Prior Meeting Minutes: no corrections were received through email. The Minutes were circulated with the request 

to verify that the attendance record is correct.  

  

Old Business:  

Policy on Academic Standards, Dismissal, and Probation 

Chair Sheldon advised that the discussion of this proposal would be to provide input to both the Office of Academic 

Planning and Advising regarding the wording of the proposal and to the 2017-2018 Policy committee, who would 

have the task of considering it for approval to move to the Senate floor. 

 Celia A. Easton and Peter Corrigan are quests invited to speak on behalf of the proposal. The proposal, if 

approved, will go to next fall senate. 

 Peter Corrigan explained the background of the proposal. The Dean’s office was struck by the number of 

students that enter into the academic standards procedure at the conclusion of their first year. Concern that 

additional support is needed during the transition to College, but the existing policy causes some to cycle 

out before they have a chance to figure out how to succeed. Instead of being up for dismissal at the end of 

their first year, students would have until the first semester of their second year. Besides this being in the 

best interest of students, there is also an economic incentive for keeping students.  

 There was some discussion about the details of the current practice. Academic probation is off the table for 

the first semester. Savi Iyer provided some details about the current and past practices. 

 Structural fix. 2010-2011 had to have 2.0 if you had 60+ hours. The College has tinkered with this a lot. 

Three sections: credit warning, academic warning, or academic probation. First semester, term GPA is 

cumulative GPA. Is not called “academic warning” for 1st semester because by policy they immediately go 

to “academic probation”.  

 This proposal delays dismissal by a semester, so earliest academic dismissal would be 3rd semester. 

 Still have academic advising for students in peril to try to avoid potential future dismissal. 

 Current number of students has dropped between fall and spring. Some are graduations, but also includes 

transfers, dismissals and withdrawals. Dismissal has been steady at around 60 students per an academic 

year, regardless of the changes made to this policy to try to reduce this number. Many students appeal their 

dismissal, and about 50% of students who appeal are given one additional semester. 

 Credit warning and academic warning are not currently defined in the Bulletin. These need to be added. 

 Unanimously voted in support of the proposal.  

 

 

New Business: 

Amendment to the Mandatory Foreign Language Placement Exam Proposal  

Dr. Iyer brought a possible amendment to the committee for consideration, namely that it be changed to state that the 

exam is required for students seeking to take language 102 or higher. The rationale for this change being that 

students who have not taken any language shouldn’t have to take an exam to get into 101.  

 How do we know who those students are? Some students learn languages outside their formal schooling. 
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 Some students choose to take 101 to earn an easy A, so the exam might tease that out and prevent it. On the 

other hand, students could intentionally fail the exam to get into 101 for an easy A.  

 Point that not everything can be fixed. Need to identify what the bigger concern is and write policy to 

address that.  

 Suggestion of limiting enrollment by academic year. Seats for Seniors and Juniors to avoid registration 

issue. Want to support any student seeking to begin a language at any time.  

 Concern of test administration that, 2 years ago, only 3 members evaluating all of the placement exams. 

The Department was not able to administrate it then, but intends to do so now. 

 Point made that changing to either the placement exam or permission from the department. The placement 

exam would go in as a pre-req. Consider different language for amendment. 

 Concern that people with past training in a different language than the one they seek to learn would have to 

take the placement. 

 Point made that we have not seen how this will happen yet since it has not passed. 

 Dr. Iyer suggesting not pursuing the amendment on the floor of Senate. 

 

Amendment to the Transfer Credits Proposal  

Dr. Iyer proposed an amendment to the proposal in response to the Senate vote that removed the third bullet. There 

are portions of the proposal that are irrelevant without that bullet.  

 It was noted that the amendment referred to an older version of the Bulletin and that portion of it needed to 

be corrected. Dr. Iyer agreed. 

 Dr. Iyer explained the changes that would be needed as a result of the removal of the third bullet. This 

included changes to the asterisk notations in the table. Single asterisk was two. Other languages changes 

would be needed to reflect current practice as opposed to the practice the third bullet introduced.  

 Lecture courses with N/ need lab. We have used a different process since last summer. 

 Different way we accept General Education credits with Associate Degree. Waiver allows students to only 

do 1 more GenEd rather than do them all. 

 Concern about admission problem with not following SUNY requirements. Going back and only doing 

Geneseo not doing any transfer exceptions. 

 Should number 6 (Students coming in with AS or AA degree) come back now that bullet three is gone? No, 

we do not do it. 

 Point that without bullet three we still have to bring it to this year’s practice. Let CDWG do it. 

 Concern to remove full table. It tried to concentrate rules. It is confusing why to show SUNY and Geneseo. 

It can cause problems to students. Our GenEd categories happen to fall into same SUNY categories, which 

makes it confusing. 

 Concern with lab science, humn, and foreign language. Should the College change what we call them? 

 Concern with bulletin poorly written. Could give instructions rather than policy to help. Explain these are 

SUNY and then Geneseo. Centrally approved but Geneseo different. 

 Revisited removing the proposed table as a good idea. Simplest option given the complexity and confusion. 

Agreed by the committee.  

 Dr. Iyer will make the motion for the amendment on the floor of Senate to remove the table and all other 

content relevant to the third bullet.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, Corey Wilkinson  
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Draft Minutes, Faculty Affairs Committee 

11 April 2017 

 

Attendees: J. Allen (chair), A. Rao, K. Matthews, T. Merrilees, P. Panda, Y. Bilgic, C. Geiger, J. Morse, 2 students 

 

Discussion of Immigration Status of Geneseo Students:  

 

 What information does Geneseo collect on immigrant students?  Focus on providing assorted information 

to assist students who are immigrants.  

 J. Allen will put together document that includes information provided by Julie Rao. 

 J. Allen will inquire about putting document on student services website or international students website. 

 

Appeals Process for Faculty-L: 

 

 Issue at hand is what to do if a message intended for uploading to Faculty-L gets rejected, and writer of 

message wishes to appeal that decision 

 General outline of process was decided: At start of each semester, Chair of FAC will appoint 3 members 

(must be faculty) to be members of appeals board. Sec. of Senate will contact Chair if an appeal is 

requested.  

 J. Allen drew up guidelines. Will polish language later for creating official document. Motion approved.  

 

Intercession Study Group:  

 

 Current group includes 2 faculty members out of around 8 members in total—a number that could be 

interpreted as insufficiently representative.  

 An important issue, given the importance of faculty members to any proposed intercession term that would 

hold classes between the fall and spring semesters. 

 Faculty input needed. 

 Would intercession be revenue-neutral for CAS, dorms, etc.? 

 

Proposal on Faculty Representation on Ad Hoc committees.   

 

 Important issue of pressing concern to faculty. 

 Proposal drafted. 
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Addendum to Agenda, College Senate Meeting 

2 May 2017 

The following amendments to motions from the Undergraduate Policy Cmte are expected. 

Full proposals, including rationales, can be found in the appropriate folders at 

https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/Policy/  The amendments are also there in separate files. 

Deletions are in strikeout, additions are underlined 

 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 10, in Admissions and Enrollment section 

The amendment would eliminate all proposed changes in Undergraduate Bulletin p. 49, in Program Outline 

section, General Education Curriculum subsection.  This is indicated by the bracket in the right margin. 

Transfer Credit 

… Final authority on transfer credit acceptance lies with the Office of Academic Planning and Advising.  Courses 

completed at regionally accredited institutions of higher education which align significantly in substance and level 

with the courses that comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo, and which are recorded on official transcripts are 

awarded credit under the following conditions: 

… 

4. Students may not repeat courses that they have successfully completed at another degree- granting institution. 

5. Graduates of community colleges who earn A.A. or A.S. degrees in the liberal arts may expect full credit, up to a 

maximum of 60 credits, upon enrolling at Geneseo. 

6. Students with A.A. or A.S. degrees from another SUNY campus may expect full credit for the SUNY General 

Education requirement (see section entitled, “General Education Curriculum”). 

7. Coursework from proprietary institutions will be reviewed on a course-by-course basis. 

8. 7. A grade of C- or above must have been earned for each course accepted for transfer credit. Geneseo will not 

accept transfer credit for courses graded on a Pass/Fail or Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory basis. For information on 

transferring credit for single courses taken during summer or intersession see the section on “Studying at Other 

Colleges” in this bulletin. 

8. For students transferring credits from another SUNY campus: 

• Local general education requirements beyond the SUNY-GER shall not require a transfer student to exceed 

the number of credits to graduation required of native students in the same program. 

• A passing grade counts as successful completion for the SUNY-GER area at any campus. A SUNY-GER 

course completed at another SUNY campus with a D grade will be indicated with a “TD” grade on the Geneseo 

transcript; while the student will not receive credits for the course, it will be used toward fulfillment of the 

general education category. 

 

AND Undergraduate Bulletin p. 49, in Program Outline section 

General Education Curriculum 

A liberal arts education requires a thoughtful combination of General Education courses, a major, and electives. 

These should be chosen to complement each other meaningfully. 

All students must complete the General Education Curriculum. The curriculum consists of nine ten areas: 

Mathematics, Basic Communication, Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, American History, Western Civilization, 

Other World Civilizations, Humanities, The Arts, and Foreign Language. 

- Mathematics (R/) 

- Basic Communication (INTD 105) 

- Natural Sciences (N/) 

- Social Sciences (S/) 

- American History (U/) 

- Western Civilization (W/) 

- Other World Civilizations (M/) 

- Humanities (H/) 

- The Arts (F/) 

- Foreign Language (L/) 

Competencies that should be infused throughout the gen ed and major programs: 

- Critical Thinking 
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- Information Management 

A comparison of the SUNY GER (7 out of 10 areas, minimum of 30 credits) and 

the Geneseo general education curriculum: 

SUNY- GER (7-10-30)  Geneseo General Education curriculum  

Ten general education areas. Ten general education areas. 

Mathematics required Mathematics required** 

Basic Communication required. AP credits 

accepted for this area. 

INTD 105 required** AP not accepted at Geneseo 

even if accepted at sending institution for transfer 

students. 

Choice of 5 out of the 8 remaining areas. Only 

one course per category needed to fulfill each 

category. Double-dipping allowed (e.g., S/U) 

More than two courses per category permitted to 

bring total number of credits to 30.  

All 8 areas are required. Two courses with 

different prefixes from N/, S/, and F/ 

areas. Double-dipping allowed for M/ and U/ 

areas (e.g., S/U). Lab required for N/ 

requirement** Western Civilization (W/): HUMN 

220 required** Humanities (H/): HUMN 221 

required** Foreign Language: LANG 101, 102, 

and 201**  

Total: 30 credits required 

Total: 32-52 credits, depending on HS foreign 

language, 3- or 4-credit courses, 2-credit labs, 

double-dipping S/U and S/M, etc. 

**Transfer courses approved for this category at the sending institution accepted by Geneseo. Lecture-only transfer 

courses would fulfill the N/ requirement if approved for the Natural Sciences area at sending institution. 

 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 51, under heading General Education Curriculum 

The amendment would add changes to clarify the implementation of the policy.  Amendment additions are 

indicated by double underlining, deletions are double underlined strikeout. 

9. & 10. Humanities (H/) and Western Civilization (W/): 

For students with Catalog Year 2014-15 or later: 

All students must complete one of two Two four-credit courses, in which all students must enroll, emphasizing 

which emphasize the search for moral, social, and political alternatives and meaning as embodied in the institutions, 

culture, and literature of Western civilization. 

The Western Humanities sequence focuses on the major moral and political questions that have been raised in the 

Western tradition, and serves as a defining component of the College’s liberal Arts program. More specifically, 

students explore the humanistic tradition with an emphasis on the search for moral, social, and political alternatives 

and meaning as embodied in the institutions, culture, and literature of Western civilization. In addition to building 

students’ factual and theoretical knowledge base of Western civilization through the use of reading taken primarily 

from the “great books” tradition, the Humanities courses are designed to extend student abilities in the areas of 

critical analysis and research skills. This requirement must be met by the time students complete 75 Earned Credits. 

 

AND Undergraduate Bulletin p. 228, in course description for Humanities courses 

HUMN 220: W/H/Western Humanities I A search for moral, social, and political alternatives and meaning 

embodied in the institutions, culture, and literature of Western Civilization from the beginnings to 1600. The course 

is factual as well as conceptual, including a narrative history of the period covered. Credits: 4(4-0)  

HUMN 221: W/H/Western Humanities II A search for moral, social, and political alternatives and meaning 

embodied in the institutions, culture, and literature of Western Civilization from 1600 to the present. The course is 

factual as well as conceptual, including a narrative history of the period covered. Prerequisites: HUMN 220. Credits: 

4(4-0)  
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