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Approved Minutes, Undergraduate Academic Policies Committee 

21 March 2017 

 

Present:  R. Alam, K. Fletcher, A. Hansen, Klima, C. Leary, D. MacKenzie, M. Masci, D. Over, Amy Sheldon 

(Chair), S. Stubblefield, N. Wiley, C. Wilkinson  

Guests:  L. Bernard, S. Iyer (Assistant Provost), Ted Everett, Rob Doggett, Justin Behrend, Jim Clar 

Excused: R. Coloccia, B. West, 

Chair A. Sheldon called this regular meeting to order at 4:02 PM. 

Prior Meeting Minutes: were approved via email. 

  

Old Business: see the end of these minutes 

Chair requested that the committee address two proposals as New Business before returning to our Old Business to 

accommodate the numerous guests present. There was general agreement to do this. Later in the meeting, the 

committee decided to continue with the new proposals before returning to the transfer credit proposal. 

 

New Business: 

Chair announced that representatives from the Lamron are here to take pictures and write an article because of their 

interest in the HUMN discussion.  Anonymity will be kept even with their presence to ensure a rigorous discussion. 

 

Mandatory Foreign Language Placement Exam  

Currently, since a placement exam score is not mandatory, the Foreign Language Department finds that students are 

able to enroll in courses that are not the best fit for their level of proficiency in a language.  Students enroll in a 

course based upon a variety of factors and often chose the wrong course (too easy or too difficult).  Once they 

realize this, it is almost impossible to switch to a different level, causing them to delay the requirement. Only 40% of 

students who take language courses take the exam.  

 

The effective date for this policy change was discussed.  The proposal has an effective date of Fall 2017, which 

might be difficult to meet for the Dean’s office and Orientation staff.  Students are currently strongly encouraged to 

take the exam during their Summer Orientation, but few do. There were strong feelings that until it is made 

mandatory, there will not be a significant increase in the exam being taken then.  Effective dates of Spring 18 or Fall 

18 were proposed; it is preferred not to do it then.   

 

There was a concern raised that the exam places some students in courses that are at a lower level than coursework 

they have previously completed.  This can happen because the national standardized exam tests a student’s skill 

level (their “real” proficiency), which might not align with the course content taught elsewhere. Therefore, students 

might have to take a course at a lower level than they previously completed.   

 

The placement exam would be required for any student who seeks to take their first foreign language course at 

Geneseo. This includes transfer students who may come in and want to major/minor or continue a language.  For 

first-year students, the exam is only for those who don’t meet the 4-year High School Foreign Language 

requirement.  Placement tests for languages offered at Geneseo do not have a fee. Fees only apply to exams that 

have to be taken at other institutions.  

 

Vote to send this proposal forward to the Senate floor: Unanimously in favor 

 

Humanities General Education Requirement 

The overarching request in this proposal is to reduce the requirement from two Humanities classes to one and have 

that course be taken during the sophomore year. Students would have a choice of taking Humn I or Humn II to meet 

the requirement. 

 

The English and History Departments presented the following in favor of this proposal: 
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1. Senior Year Enrollments: These courses, designed with sophomores in mind, were intended to be 

foundational, in the sense that students would encounter major, influential works from the Western 

tradition early in their college careers. It was, in other words, intended, like all General Education courses, 

for the lower level. However, as a result of students postponing HUMN courses for later (and other factors 

covered below), a majority of students enrolled in HUMN are seniors and juniors. For Spring 2016, of the 

1198 students enrolled in HUMN courses, 717 were seniors, 401 were juniors, 74 were sophomores and 6 

were first-year students. In addition, because students must take the two courses in sequence, most sections 

of Humanities II are composed of second-semester seniors, which is hardly the ideal audience for a 

foundational course. Over the years, we have done our best to address this problem by adding additional 

sections, but we have reached a point at which we simply do not have enough faculty to continually do so. 

Nor are we able, given the current numbers, to simply require that students take the course before reaching 

junior year status. 

2. Little Opportunity to Recruit Majors: Humanities departments throughout the country are struggling to 

recruit majors, and Geneseo is no exception. Interest in the humanities has waned, while many disciplines, 

particularly in STEM fields, have witnessed dramatic increases. Some of these students in STEM and other 

popular majors are not prepared for the workload; while some are committed more to the promise of an 

imagined career than to the actual field of study. Many of these students would benefit from early exposure 

to the humanities, which might awaken a passion for English, History, Philosophy, or Languages. 

Unfortunately, the current structural conditions are such that many students are not exposed to any courses 

in the humanities at a time when they can decide on a new major (i.e., prior to the end of sophomore year). 

Indeed, humanities is the only general education service course at the college that does not function as a 

recruitment tool for the departments that staff it. 

3. Increased Reliance on Adjuncts: These courses were created with the assumption that the number of 

students admitted to Geneseo and the number of tenure track lines in Geneseo’s humanities programs 

would remain stable. In recent years, the number of admitted students has increased by 150 per year, while 

many open tenure lines within the humanities remain unfilled. History, for example, had 15 FTTF in the 

early 2000s; they are now down to 12 in January, which translates to a net loss of the potential to staff 3-6 

full sections of HUMN per year (105-210 students) for just one department. English currently has 2 fewer 

faculty eligible to teach HUMN during the same period and will likely face a number of FTTF retirements 

within the next 5 years. Given the increased burdens on departments with shrinking Humanities staff to 

cover commitments to majors coursework, interdisciplinary coursework, and general education courses in 

S/, U/, and M/ areas, and INTD 105, departments are having increasingly difficult times staffing the 

required number of sections. The situation is further exacerbated by the fact that HUMN is the only general 

education requirement that cannot be relieved through transfer credits or AP scores and by the fact that, 

unlike S/ and N/ courses, it is not woven into the humanities majors. Instead, it must be completely staffed 

in distinct, set aside sections with Geneseo faculty who come from essentially four departments. With more 

undergraduate students and fewer HUMN instructors, this has shifted a course intended for sophomores to 

one populated mostly with seniors. To prevent further erosion of the program, the college has become 

increasingly dependent on a dwindling pool of adjunct instructors, many of whom cycle out of the college 

quickly due to uncompetitive compensation ($3200 for a section of HUMN) for a work-intensive course. 

From 2006 to 2017, over the course of 21 semesters, 20 new adjuncts were hired--which means that, on 

average, one adjunct departs and a new one is hired every semester. Moreover, it has become clear during 

discussions among the humanities department chairs that, as a group, we can at best supply 19-20 full time 

faculty to staff humanities each semester (a target we were unable to reach in Spring 2017). Going forward, 

it is thus likely that we will be staffing humanities with around 45% adjunct labor, and this does not factor 

in a number of expected retirements within the next few years. 

4. Pedagogical Restrictions: Many faculty have voiced concerns that the 35 student cap in HUMN has limited 

their ability to implement the types of best pedagogical practices that they ordinarily use in their other 

courses. For example, pedagogical best practices in composition place a high premium on revision and peer 

review (and we directly acknowledge that these are core experiences in the way we design workload 

expectations in INTD 105). With nearly double the enrollment of INTD 105, plus substantial expectations 

regarding content coverage, it is quite difficult for HUMN faculty to integrate this type of attention to 

writing in their courses. Indeed, the HUMN faculty voted several years ago to reduce the number of 

required essay assignments for the courses.  

5. Humanities would become a truly foundational course: There would be space available for students to take 

the course during their sophomore years. Thus, it would be possible to institute a requirement that students 
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take this course prior to reaching 60 credits (something that the humanities faculty have discussed but have 

not been able to implement because of current staffing / enrollment conditions). This would have the added 

benefit of enabling students to graduate in a timely manner. 

6. Humanities would enable English, History, Philosophy, and Languages to recruit majors. Exposure to the 

texts and methods central to the humanities disciplines will inevitably resonate with some students, 

awakening a passion that they did not know that they had. Since students will take the course prior to 60 

credits, they will have the chance to major in a humanities field—which is vital if we wish to preserve 

humanities as a foundational component of Geneseo’s public liberal arts mission. 

7. We would dramatically reduce our dependency on adjuncts: As department chairs within the humanities are 

well aware, we have a reliable pool of dedicated adjuncts who have taught this course for many years, but 

we also have another pool of adjuncts rotating in and out each semester. Since the pay for the course is 

quite low (even relative to other area colleges), it is impossible to maintain stability in this latter group. The 

proposed change would allow us to keep those adjuncts who have longstanding ties to the college, while 

eliminating the need for itinerant labor. As a result: 

a. Students would be more likely to take a humanities section with tenured / tenure line faculty or 

with adjuncts who have greater experience with the course. 

b. The college would be able to preserve a sustainable and rigorous HUMN requirement that 

recognizes constraints on staffing and that does not increase reliance on a revolving door of poorly 

paid contingent instructors. This would ensure that all students will have the opportunity to 

complete the HUMN requirement with a highly qualified full or part time instructor who has 

longstanding ties to the college. (As an added benefit, we would be in a position to recommit to 

the mentoring program, which was a central pedagogical feature of the sequence). 

8. We could cap the course at lower levels: The change from 34 sections to 20 sections would allow for much 

greater flexibility with respect to class sizes. A cap of 30 would have a dramatic and positive impact on 

classroom pedagogy and would open space for more deliberate engagement with GLOBE learning 

outcomes, particularly: 

a. HUMN as a mid-career composition experience that builds on fundamental skills from INTD 105 

and better integrates sustained and coherent writing experiences across the general education 

curriculum. This connects to GLOBE outcomes in critical thinking and communication. 

b. Enhanced opportunities to engage students with pedagogies and approaches that reflect elements 

of the "integrative learning" component of GLOBE.  

9. If the Humanities requirement is indeed a central feature of a Geneseo education, the college needs to 

devote sufficient resources to staffing these courses. Ideally, this would mean a real commitment to hiring 

additional tenure line faculty in the humanities. We have, however, reached a point at which we must 

recognize that a dramatic influx of new humanities faculty is not going to occur. Over at least the past 

decade, our response has been to mask these problems with adjunct labor. That is not a good solution. It 

does not make sense pedagogically or ethically. Instead, we need to create a general education requirement 

for humanities that matches, not the structural system we would like to have but the structural system that 

we actually do have. Reducing the humanities requirement to one course does just that. It is truly in the best 

interests of our students to make this change. 

10. A note on seamless transfer: Assistant Provost Iyer has stated that, in the face of pressure from SUNY, 

Geneseo will no longer be able to maintain the current two-course sequence as a “local requirement.” Thus, 

students will be able to receive credit for both courses by taking them elsewhere. This will fundamentally 

undermine the distinctive role of humanities as a central feature of Geneseo’s public liberal arts mission. 

According to Iyer, were this proposal to pass, Geneseo would likely be able to maintain one humanities 

course as a local requirement. In other words, students would be required to take either Humanities I or 

Humanities II at Geneseo. 

11. A note on procedure: This proposal is submitted with the awareness that there are other structural issues 

related to general education that the Senate will need to address in the near future. We understand, 

therefore, that it may be considered in conjunction with other proposals dealing with general education; and 

we would support other proposals that reduce the adjunct dependency, shift humanities to the sophomore 

level, and allow humanities departments the opportunity to recruit majors. We recognize, however, that 

these other proposals could take years to implement. 

12. Because the staffing crisis described in this rationale exists now and will only worsen in the immediate 

future, as tenured faculty in the humanities retire, we believe that it is important for the Senate to consider 

our proposal. The English and History departments believe that there are sound pedagogical reasons for 
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addressing this staffing crisis by returning humanities to a foundational experience, offered early in our 

students’ college careers and taught by a stable and sustainable body of committed faculty. 

 

Ultimately the representation from the English and History Departments felt that this is core to the course offerings 

of the Geneseo Liberal Arts experience.  And as such, needs to be staffed with experienced faculty.  They feel that 

the students would be more engaged as sophomores, in and amongst others in similar situations. The current ret 

erect doesn’t match what is being practiced.  They want Humanities to be the best course offering it can be. 

 

The representation from the Philosophy and Foreign Language Departments spoke against this proposal for the 

following reasons: 

1. This is a very serious change to a program that has been in place for decades.  It should be considered not 

in haste but in the most fully deliberate way possible. 

2. Humanities I and II is the distinctive liberal-arts requirement for students at Geneseo.  Every student here 

reads at least some of the same texts and engages in at least some of the same discussion.  This common 

experience is unique to Geneseo in the SUNY system, and one of the things that marks us as the system's 

unofficial honors college.  But it would be lost if the requirement were reduced to "pick one of two", and 

over the long run may help to lower the relative quality of our incoming students, as they and their parents 

perceive less of a difference between Geneseo and the other 11 colleges. 

3. Two of the four Humanities program departments oppose this proposal.  Philosophy voted against it 

unanimously, and Foreign Languages is also lopsidedly opposed. 

4. To the extent that the proposal is motivated by immediate staffing problems, these can be (and already have 

been, to some extent) ameliorated by better coordination between the departments involved and the 

administration.  For example, Philosophy is staffing at least four more sections this coming fall semester 

than a year ago.   

5. As concerns longer-term staffing trends, these are a problem all across the college.  Hum faculty and the 

faculty college-wide ought to unite in demanding more staffing support -- after a long period of negligible 

growth while the administration mushroomed in size -- rather than renounce their current gen-ed 

responsibilities. 

6. The proposal is also arguably self-defeating for HUMN departments over the long run, since it is rational to 

expect that lines currently assigned to HUMN will simply not be replaced if and when the gen-ed 

requirements are cut, rather than being replaced with faculty free to teach other things instead. Philosophy 

would expect to lose 2-3 lines through looming retirements if this proposal went into effect. 

7. There is a new provost's task force on curriculum revision just being formed, which will be charged with 

reexamining Hum policy in context with all of our other requirements under the GLOBE principles.  There 

is no good reason to preempt or undercut their mission with a separate policy change for Hum this year. 

8. We also have a new provost arriving this summer, and she will have her own perspective on what to do 

with Hum and the gen-ed curriculum in general. 

9. We will also have a new chancellor this year, and he or she may or may not place the same pressures on 

Geneseo to homogenize our programs with those of the other SUNY colleges. 

10. In any case, the current proposal will take well into next year to pass through Senate at the earliest, so we 

might as well wait a few months for the new task force, provost, and chancellor to have their say. 

 

Some additional conversation on this proposal took place as follows: 

 It is designed for sophomores as a foundational course and would like it to stay that way 

 Cutting the requirement in half doesn’t necessarily address keeping it a sophomore level class  

 Assumption that retiring faculty won’t be replaced is not yet known 

 Not clearly a systemic fix 

 Geneseo has adjunct that are just as qualified to teach these courses as tenured professors 

 Humanities is an important part in Geneseo’s distinctiveness, fear that we may lose that with this action 

 There is alumni support to not cut the program in half 

 There is a question of timing, with a working group already formed to reexamine the entire curriculum, 

particularly Gen-ed 

 Philosophy teaches more than their share and voted unanimously against this proposal 

 Foreign Languages were almost unanimous, of those who teach HUMN 

 History and English faculty voted overwhelmingly in favor.  
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 If this requirement is not met before 60 credits earned, what happens…there would be a credit override 

 Students would still be allowed (and encouraged) to take both HUMN I and II 

 There would be a great number of currently matriculated students who would not need to take HUMN II if 

the effective date stays at Fall 2017 

 This policy, if approved with Fall 2018 as the effective term, would apply retroactively to all students with 

Catalog Year 2013-14 or later. Sophomore/Junior/Senior Standing restrictions will be applied over two or 

three semesters. 

 INTD 105 was rolled out similarly and has been successful 

 There are currently 33 sections in the Fall and 34 in the Spring semesters, approximately 58 are taught by 

full-time faculty and the remaining 9 are adjunct 

 20 are needed from English and History and not able to meet it right now, 6 adjunct 

 Don’t feel adjunct should be teaching a course that is a cornerstone of a Geneseo education 

 Student perspective, there is more choice provided with the change - HUMN I or II 

 With students coming in with an increasing number of credits, it may prove difficult to get HUMN in 

before the student has 60 earned credits and be a sophomore 

 By not taking HUMN II until senior year, students have sometimes lost their writing skills 

 How will the Core Gen Ed affect this, will it be negated? 

 Institutional memory is going away with a generation of professors going into retirement 

 Anything and everything is on the table with Working Group 

 This committee can either be a way to contribute to the Working Group or push this off to them 

 These discussions will all be used to help the Working Groups discussions 

 Should this be sent to Senate to help direct the Working Group or should we let the Working Group direct 

the Senate 

 This proposal only addresses the issue of seniors and attracting new majors.  Doesn’t address need for 

adjuncts.  Reducing number of students who are required to take HUMN, should reduce need for adjuncts. 

 If HUMN gets cut in half, and lines don’t get replaced, still in similar situation 

 Recruitment of new students to HUMN majors, may be reduced with cutting of HUMN requirement 

 Losing the robustness of liberal arts requirements at a liberal arts institution 

 Does bringing this proposal forward to Senate automatically send the message that this committee endorses 

this proposal, when all that may be wanted is just to encourage a broader conversation? 

 Would curriculum change with this proposal?  HUMN Core committee would have to look at appropriate 

changes, if needed 

 Reduce number of sections or cap number of students, not sure either can be done 

 Range  credits, amendment…Iyer, emphasis is to have students take this class as a sophomore 

 

An amendment was put forward to change it to up to 75 earned credits (rather than 60). A vote on this amendment 

was 8 in favor, 2 opposed 

 

Vote to send this proposal forward to the Senate: 11 in favor, 2 opposed, 1 abstention 

 

Classroom Policies: Syllabus 

This proposal is the result of action taken by the Committee on Undergraduate Curricula. UCC passed unanimously 

the following recommendation at our 2/21/17 meeting: 

 

The Committee on Undergraduate Curricula (UCC) recommends that the Committee on Undergraduate Academic 

Policies, Core, and Review (UPC) include "the intended learning outcomes of the course" as necessary information 

required by the syllabus policy as it appears as part the College's "General 

Classroom Policies." 

 

This motion was the result of an inquiry into the committee's requirements for guide syllabi, which are included as 

part of a proposal for every new or revised course. We discovered that we didn't have specific, agreed-upon 

standards for the guide syllabi, and UCC desired better guidance for both committee members and the college 

faculty as a whole. 
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In order to determine which syllabus elements we wished to require, the committee reviewed the material in the 

College's "General Classroom Policies," which appear above in Section III. There we noticed a slight inconsistency: 

for the past five years or so, the Dean's Office/Provost's Office has demanded that guide syllabi submitted to UCC 

include the intended learning outcomes of the course. (In fact, at present, that's the only thing specifically required of 

the guide syllabi.) But it seems odd that we and the Provost's Office require something that isn't part of the College's 

actual syllabus policy: we believe that the policy should be updated. As departments and programs have already 

devised outcomes for every new or revised course approved during the last half-a-decade, we don't believe that the 

change will burden faculty, and we know that including course learning outcomes in our syllabi has been 

encouraged as part of the college's current assessment practice as well. 

 

So, for consistency and accuracy's sake, we'd like UPC to update policy and add a seventh item to the list. 

 

Vote to send this proposal forward to the Senate floor: Unanimously in favor 

 

School of Business Entrance Procedures 

The School of Business is looking to add the following requirement (for Accounting or Business Administration 

majors): 

 The completion of all freshman and sophomore Professional Development required events. 

o If transferring 60 or more credits the student will have their junior and senior years to 

complete the freshman and sophomore Professional Development required events. 

  

The School of Business is looking to add the following requirements (for Economics majors): 

 The addition of Intermediate Microeconomics or Intermediate Macroeconomics as a requirement 

 The completion of all freshman and sophomore Professional Development required events. 

o If transferring 60 or more credits the student will have their junior and senior years to 

complete the freshman and sophomore Professional Development required events. 

 

This proposal is also increasing the number of lower-division required courses for a transfer from four to five. 

 

The rationale for this proposal was as follows: 

1. Better information for decision making: By adding another course which must be taken prior to applying 

for admission to the economics major, we increase the information upon which the admission decision is 

made. The School gains more information about the student's likelihood of academic success in economics. 

More important are the benefits to the student. The student gains from having five rather than four grades 

factored into the admission decision (a more forgiving, less high-stakes decision). The student can find out 

earlier in his or her academic program whether or not economics is truly what the student wants to study. 

We have had some problems with students wanting to pursue economics who find out too late (as juniors 

when they are taking the intermediate economics classes) that they really don't like economics (and/or 

didn't realize it involved as much math). And, finally, the best time to take the intermediate economics 

classes is directly after the finishing the introductory classes. A change in the criteria will put students into 

the intermediate classes earlier, which is better. 

2. Perception management: Despite policies to the contrary and complete explanations to the contrary given in 

orientation sessions for pre-majors, some students incorrectly believe that it is easier to get into the School 

of Business if they select economics. Why? Because the current admission criteria for economics requires 

four lower-division classes while business administration and accounting require eight. Even though it is 

clear that students cannot change from a full major in economics to a full major in business administration 

or accounting without meeting the admission criteria for those majors, some students don't quite grasp the 

situation.  His has led to some students declaring a pre-economics major who aren't really interested in or 

suited for economics. 

3. Access to electives: In order to enroll in upper-level electives in the economics major, students must have 

completed at least one, if not both, of the intermediate economics classes. Under the current policy, 

students are often delaying their enrollment in the intermediate courses until junior year, forcing a situation 

where all five required electives in the major must be crammed into the senior year (and sometimes into 

one semester). Course offerings make it very difficult for economics majors in this situation to get the 

electives needed...much less have any choice of electives. We have had to issue far too many elective 
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waivers for economics majors in the past two years. Taking the intermediate courses earlier will make it 

easier for students to schedule electives. 

 

Vote to send this proposal forward to the Senate floor: Unanimously in favor 

 

Academic Standards, Dismissal, and Probation 

It was noted that this proposal seeks to reverse part of a decision made by Senate a few years ago.  Why reverse 

position? It was also noted that it is possible that this proposal may be delaying letting a student know they are in 

academic trouble.  Currently, if a student gets below a 2.0 in their 1st semester, they get another semester to get back 

above a 2.0.  This proposal would give them until completion of their 3rd semester to do so. 

 

It was moved to table this proposal until someone from the Dean’s Office could meet with the committee to better 

explain the proposal: unanimously in favor 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

SUNY Seamless Transfer Credit Policy 

This is a continuation of last month’s discussion. 

 

The 2015-2016 Bulletin had a table comparison in it of SUNY General Education Requirements and Geneseo 

Breadth Requirements.  There was some confusion on campus as to what was actually being proposed in this policy 

without that comparison included. An amendment was put forward to add a table comparison in the proposal. The 

committee voted unanimously in favor of this addition.   

 

Further discussion was on the impact that passing this proposal would have on the history and development of gen-

ed and seamless transfer.  It was stated that it would help with transfer numbers, as there has been a drop in 

enrollment in spring admission numbers.  December grad numbers have dropped as well, but May graduation 

numbers have increased.  Geneseo has lost 36% of transfers over the last few years.  Some other positive impacts 

that this proposal will have: 

 If student has fulfilled SUNY Gen ed somewhere else, local requirements are still maintained 

 Students could fulfill HUMN I and II at another institution 

 This is not just for Transfer students, it applies to any course transferred in to Geneseo 

 

This policy is currently restricted to transfer students only at some other schools.  Would be very difficult to track 

and monitor doing that at Geneseo.  The first 2 bullets out of 3 in this proposal are actually mandates by SUNY.  

Policy needs to dictate practice, practice cannot dictate policy. 

 

Vote to send this proposal forward to the Senate floor: Unanimously in favor 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, Nathan Wiley  
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Approved Minutes, Undergraduate Curricula Committee 

23 March 2017 

4:00 PM, Welles 123 

 

Attending:  B. Harrison, English (chair); M. Ackley, SA; C. Cummings, SA; J. Fischer, SA; M. Lei, 

Communication; R. Lindsay, Library; J. Miller, Student Accounts; C. Simmons, Education; K. Yokoyama, 

Chemistry.   

 

Guests: S. Iyer, Provost’s Office; J. Kirk, Sociology and Political Science; C. Klima, Languages and Literatures.   

 

Meeting Agenda  

I. Reports and Preliminary Business 

• Our next meeting, Tuesday, 11 April 2017.  This is not a regular business meeting.   

• Approval of minutes of Meeting #3, 2/21/17 as printed in CSB v. 61, n. 8.   

• Excused:  M. Abbas, J. Bennett, S. Brainard, J. Baecker, P. Kurau, D. McPherson.     

 

 

II. Review of Proposals  

 

Department:  Political Science & International Relations 

Revised Programs 

Minor in Conflict Studies 

Minor in Legal Studies 

 

Contact: Kirk.  Discussion:  Per 3/8/17 email between Kirk and Iyer, both minor descriptions should be corrected to 

remove COMN 355, to be deleted this meeting.  Yokoyama noted several numbering and prefix errors: PHIL 217 

misnamed; SOCL 317 listed as 312; PSYC prefix mistyped; HIST 249 without its Gen. Ed. designation.  Iyer 

explained the practice of designating courses that demand non-program prerequisites with an asterisk.  The phrasing 

“departmental prefixes” will be changed to simply “prefixes,” now current usage.   

Motion to approve: Harrison.  Second: Yokoyama.  Unanimous approval.  

 

Department: Languages and Literatures 

Deleted Courses   

FREN 418: Advanced Composition 

FREN 465: Selected Topics in French Literatures and Cultures: (subtitle) 

  

Revised Program 

Minor in Central and Eastern European Studies 

 

Contact: Klima.  Discussion: Small errors were addressed: effective date, General Education designations, the 

phrasing used to reference prefixes.  Klima and Iyer ended the review with a discussion of the layout of the 

curriculum proposal form.   

Motion to approve: Harrison.  Second:  Simmons.  Unanimously approved.    

 

 

Department: Communication 

New Courses 

COMN 354: Advanced Issues in Mediated Communication: (subtitle) 

COMN 356: Advanced Issues in Critical Studies: (subtitle) 

 

Deleted Course 

COMN 355: Contemporary Problems in the Freedom of Speech 

 

Revised Program 

B.A. in Communication 
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Contact: Lei.  Discussion:  Harrison confirmed the prerequisite rotations.   

Motion to approve: Harrison.  Second: Miller.  Unanimously approved.   

 

 

Department: Geography 

New Course 

GEOG 383: Research Experience in Human Geography 

 

Revised Course 

GEOG 331: Field Biogeography Senior Seminar 

GEOG 386: Applications in Geographic Information Science (GIScience): (subtitle) 

 

Deleted Course 

GEOG 330: Cultural Geography 

 

Revised Program 

B.A. in Geography 

 

Contact: none.  Discussion:  Iyer explained to Harrison how GEOG 386 could be taken twice and still be within the 

program’s credit restriction. 

Motion to approve: Harrison.  Second: Lindsay.  Unanimously approved.  

 

   

III.  Unfinished Business 

Iyer addressed the “omnibus” proposal form and outlines the process of review before the material reaches the 

committee.  She suggested that software could streamline the present workflow, although there were budgetary 

issues involved.   

 

 

IV.  New Business 

V.  Announcements   

Full proposals can be found at  https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/UCC_pending/GroupD/ 

 

Meeting adjourned:  4:28 PM.   

 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 

Bill Harrison, Chair, UCC  
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Approved Minutes, Executive Committee 

28 March 2017 

 

Present: J. Allen, D. Baldwin, D. Battles, A. Buttice, B. Harrison, M. Lima,  A. Macula, J. McLean, S. Salmon, P. 

Schacht, A. Sheldon, D. Showers, M. Stolee 

Guests: W. Kennison 

Chair James McLean called this regular meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 

 

The minutes from the meeting of 28 February 2017 were approved without objection. 

Reports 

 President’s Report: The Provost search has concluded with the appointment of Dr. Stacey M. 
Robertson to begin on 29 June 2017.  The President thanked the search committee and Interim 
Provost, Paul Schacht, for their service. A. Collier, Assistant to the President for Diversity & 
Equity and Affirmative Action Officer has resigned. A search for a Chief Diversity Officer (CDO) 
will be led by Dr. L. Sancilio. Senate Chair will be accepting suggestion for other members of CDO 
search committee which will be functioning over the summer. The Intersession Working Group 
(IWG) was appointed by the President to explore the possibility of re-establishing a winter 
intersession term.  SUNY Geneseo expects to advance eight proposal concepts for submission to 
SUNY Central in 2017.   

  
Discussion:  In response to a question, the President clarified that the IWG was not charged to 
recommend whether the campus should reestablish an intersession.  IWG will deliver an 
informational "pro-con" report, devoid of substantive and/or formal recommendations. IWG 
member, W. Kennison, confirmed this understanding. President was asked how a final 
intercession decision would be made and indicated that Senate involvement was a distinct 
possibility. In response to a question, President indicated that spending in the areas assigned to 
the new CDO position is likely to grow. In response to a question, President indicated that SUNY 
Geneseo University Police have a new policy on UP's involvement with federal immigration 
officials. 

 

 Provost’s Report: Provost reports that the Curriculum Working Group (CWG) will hold its first 
meeting soon and is now requesting liaisons from each department without a (CWG) member. 
Provost’s Advisory Committee on Technology has made funding awards from College 
Technology Fee IFR account. Periodic Review Committee is soliciting feedback to its report. 
Strategic Planning Group identified high actions items. Provost felt that the Metagogy 
Unconference held on 3/24/2017 at SUNY Geneseo went well.  

 Discussion: Provost was asked why some large departments, e.g., Biology, had no member on 
the CWG.  Provost responded that the CWG was constituted through the College Senate 
governance process and felt that working through the governance process was the only feasible 
way to proceed. Senate Chair stated that the CWG was not intended to a representative body 
and that CWG recommendation would ultimately come before the Senate.  Provost added that 
departments that did not have members on the CWG would be able to designate CWG liaisons.  
FAC chair Jim Allen stated that being a liaison wasn't equivalent to being a member and it was 
the depth of the roles of the liaisons in formulation of CWG recommendations was unclear. 
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 Chair’s Report: Senate Chair asked existing Senate Committee Chairs to identify candidates for 
2017-2018 Senate sub-committee chairs. 

 Vice Chair’s Report: Faculty Career Achievement Awards with be made at the Faculty 
Convocation in the beginning of the Fall semester.  The selection of awardees will be made by 
the Senate Executive Committee. 

 Treasurer’s Report: There is $970.63 in the foundation account. 

 University Faculty Senator’s Report: The UFS will be electing a new president at its next meeting. 

 SA VP Report: New SA Board Members were elected. 

 UPC Report: See attached for motions for the 4/4 Senate meeting.   

 UPC Report: There are five proposals that policy intends to bring to Senate. These proposals 
primarily concern implementation of SUNY seamless transition of SUNY wide General Education 
at Geneseo. The Humanities and Modern Languages requirements are most effected. See 
extensive 3/21/17 minutes of UPC. 

 SAC Report: No Report. 

 FAC Report: FAC is working on development of a Faculty-L reject post appeals mechanism. 

 

New Business 

1. Consider the re-establish a Senate Budget Committee 

 

2. Consider a policy change allowing entering students to waive/reassign credits from AP so that they can 

enroll in course commensurate with their ability 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:29 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anthony J. Macula 
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Draft Minutes, College Senate 

4 April 2017 

 

 

Present:  M. Abbas, R. Alam, J. Albers, J. Allen, M. Arena, T. Bailey, D. Baldwin, D. Battles,  

J. Bennett, Y. Bilgic, L. Bosch-Burroughs, S. Brainard, A. Buttice, R. Clinton, P. Corrigan,  

E. Crosby, C. Cummings, K. Faber, J. Fischer, K. Fletcher, L. Gao, Z. Gebhard, C. Geiger,  

B. Glass, A. Hansen, E. Harris, B. Harrison, S. Iyer, S. Juneja, T. Kenney, W. Kennison,  

C. Klima, P. Kurau, C. Leary, M. Lei, M. Lima, D. MacKenzie, T. Macula, V. Markowski,  

M. Masci, K. Matthews, P. McDermott, J. McLean, D. McPherson, C. Merrilees, J. Miller,  

J. Milroy, J. Morse, D. Norris, J. Over, P. Panda, A. Pellerin, M. Restivo, S. Salmon, P. Schacht, 

A. Sheldon, D. Showers, C. Simmons, L. Smith, L. Smith, M. Stolee, S. Stubblefield, B. West, 

N. Wiley, C. Wilkinson 

 

Guests:  J. Behrend, L. Bernard, A. Bernstein, K. Cooper, J. Cope, R. Dogget, C. Easton, S. 

Edgar, T. Everett, M. Gershuni, G. Glover, C. Haddad, H. Howe, T. Kilcullen, D. Levy, B. 

Lewis, K. Mapes,  

B. McCoy, M. Mitschow, S. Padalino,Y. Seale, G. Towsley, T. Waldriff 

 

Chair James McLean called this regular meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

The minutes from the meeting of 7 March 2017 were approved without objection. 

 

Reports 

 President’s Report:   

 

The New York State budget deadline of April 1, 2017 has not been met.  President 

Battles will keep the campus informed as more information becomes available on the 

budget and its implications for Geneseo.  Preview Day events started March 27th and will 

end April 13th.  They are our most successful on-campus activities in our effort to convert 

admitted students into enrolled students in the fall.  Dr. Stacey Robertson will begin on 

June 29, 2017 as SUNY Geneseo’s new Provost and Vice President for Academic 

Affairs.  The Chief Diversity Officer position is open; we will be conducting a national 

search soon for this position.  We are seeking an individual to fill this position on an 

interim basis and seek an ongoing holder of this vital role.  

 

The President asked SUNY Geneseo University Police Chief T. Kilcullen to inform the 

Senate about the SUNY-wide policy that now governs the interaction between University 

Police and federal immigration officials. The Chief answered several questions and 

confirmed that the SUNY Geneseo policy is essentially the same as that of all other 

campuses and will be soon be posted locally. SUNY Brockport and SUNY New Paltz 

policies can be found at : 

 

https://www.brockport.edu/support/policies/docs/immigration_enforcement.pdf 

http://www.newpaltz.edu/media/police/586-Immigration-Enforcement.pdf 
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Discussion: J. Allen asked why the President appointed only two members of the faculty 

to the Intersession Working Group (IWG). President responded that far more non-faculty 

than faculty members asked to be on the IWG and that the IWG was only charged to 

deliver an informational "pro-con" report. President reiterated that the IWG will not make 

a recommendation about whether or not the campus should reestablish an intersession. 

 

 Provost’s Report: 

A draft of Middle States is now available.  Please visit Geneseo’s Wiki page for 

additional information.  For information on the Curricular Design Working Group, please 

visit the website at:  www.geneseo.edu/senate/CDWG 

 

Discussion: Provost was asked why some large departments, e.g., Biology, had no 

member on the CDWG.  Provost responded that the CDWG was constituted through the 

College Senate governance process and contended that working through the governance 

process was the only feasible way to proceed.  Provost went on to say that the CDWG 

was striving for transparency and that its meetings and that electronic discussion groups 

would be open to all members of the college community and that its minutes would be 

posted. 

 

 

Chair’s Report: 

Spring elections are underway and will run from April 10 – April 20, 2017.  We are 

seeking a student for the Gen Ed Committee two year term.  Please send student names to 

James McLean.  Tony Macula is the new Secretary for the Senate. 

 

Vice Chair’s Report:  Seeking nominations for the Roark Award and Chancellor’s 

Awards for Excellence. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  There is $975.63 in the account. 

 

Vice President, Student Association:  There will be a newly elected board for next year. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Executive Committee on behalf of Applied Learning Working Group 

Proposed for Second Reading: 

Geneseo College Senate approves the section “Part VII: Graduation Requirement” of 

the Geneseo Campus Applied Learning Plan, which in summary declares that “SUNY 

Geneseo will not make completion of approved applied learning activities a local 

graduation requirement.” 

Proposal approved by voice vote without objection. 

 

Reports of the Standing Committees of the Senate 

Undergraduate Curriculum     Bill Harrison 
Full proposals can be found in the appropriate folders at: 

https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/UCC 

Deletions in titles in strikeout, additions to titles underlined. 
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UCC Proposes for Second Reading: 

As printed in CSB v. 61 n. 8 pp. 160–163, with the corrected proposal below: 

From the Department of Music 

New Courses 

MUSC 334: Music and Film 

MUSC 336: Music, Gender, and Sexuality 

MUSC 337: Music, Race, and Ethnicity 

MUSC 339: Folk and Popular Music Studies 

Revised Courses 

MUSC 315: Studies in Musical Techniques Theory, Criticism, and Modes of 

Analysis 

MUSC 346: Jazz Harmony, and Improvisation, and Analysis I 

MUSC 347: Jazz Harmony, and Improvisation, and Analysis II] 

MUSC 375: Piano Pedagogy 

Revised Programs 

B.A. in Music 

Minor in Piano Pedagogy 

 

Some items divided from the question 

From the School of Education 

New Courses 

 EDUC 102: Welcome to the Education Major 

 INTD 125: Orientation to Internship in STEM Education 

Revised Program 

 Concentration in Art History 

Proposals approved by voice vote without objection 

 

Divided from the previous motion, for Second Reading with amendment 

New Courses 

 INTD 211 AMSL 201: American Sign Language III 

 AMSL 101: American Sign Language I 

 AMSL 102: American Sign Language II 

Revised Deleted Courses 

 INTD 111: American Sign Language I 

 INTD 112: American Sign Language II 

Courses approved by voice vote without objection. 

 

UCC Proposes for First Reading: 

as published in CSB v.61 n.9 p. 213 

Proposals approved by voice vote without objection 

 

Graduate Academic Affairs     Susan Salmon 

From Education 

New Courses 

 CURR 515 - International Children’s Literature  
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 EDUC 550 - Structure of English and Writing for Teachers 

New Program 

 Additional Classroom Teaching Certificate in ESOL 

From Business 

New Course 

 FNCE 530 - Strategic Equity Valuation 

From Languages & Literatures 

New Courses 

 FREN 514 - Contemporary Francophone Civilization 

 FREN 575 - French-Canadian Literature  

Proposals approved by voice vote without objection 

 

 

Undergraduate Policies   Amy Sheldon 

Full proposals, including rationales, can be found in the appropriate folders at: 

https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/Policy/ 

Deletions in titles in strikeout, additions to titles underlined. 

 

UPC Proposes for First Reading: 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 106, under heading School of Business, Entrance Procedures 

 as published in CSB v.61 n.9 pp.213-214 

 
This proposal concerns the entrance procedures for students seeking to be a major within the School of Business.  

 

Discussion: It was noted that this proposal would imply that students couldn't declare a major 

within the School of Business before their junior year. J. Allen spoke in favor of the overall 

proposal and contended that this could be a model for other departments. 

 

Proposal voted on and approved. 
 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 42, under heading Classroom Policies 

as published in CSB v.61 n.9 pp.214-215 

Proposal voted on and approved. 

 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 51, under heading General Education Curriculum 

as published in CSB v.61 n.9 p.215 

 
Discussion: L. Bernard (guest), Chair of Department of Languages and Literatures, noted that this proposal adds the 

Foreign Language Placement Exam (FLPE) as a prerequisite to all courses offered by Department of Languages and 

Literatures.  This proposal does not affect the students who have satisfied the Foreign Language Graduation 

Requirement (FLGR) as described in the Undergraduate Bulletin.  Students who have satisfied the FLGR are not 

required to take the FLPE nor will a student who has satisfied the FLGR have that status changed by any score on 

FLPE.  She spoke in favor of the motion arguing that it will ensure that students are placed in a course 

commensurate with their abilities. 

 

 

Proposal voted on and approved. 
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UPC brought for First Reading a proposal modifying the Transfer Credit and General Education provisions in the 

Undergraduate Bulletin. (See Undergraduate Bulletin p. 10, in Admissions and Enrollment section and p. 49, in 

Program Outline section.) The proposal text appears in CSB v.61 n.9 pp.215-216.   

 

Discussion: The discussion focused on the third bullet of item #8 (3rdB) of that motion which states:  

"If a SUNY sending institution certifies that a course has been completed for a SUNY GER area, then Geneseo will 

accept the course toward fulfillment of that area." 

 

Arguments against 3rdB: Some colleagues contened that this would adversely affect the Geneseo Humanities 

Program as it would require Geneseo to accept humanities courses from other institutions that did not uphold SUNY 

Geneseo standards. Some colleagues agrued that the natural science general education requirements would be 

weaken because some other institutions give natural science credit to three credit courses without a laboratory 

component. Some colleague contended that Geneseo would lose control over its curriculum if 3rdB became policy. 

 

Arguments in favor of 3rdB: Some colleagues noted that 3rdB was needed because its absence is hurting transfer 

enrollment. Dean's office personnel contend that transfer student enrollment data indicates that Geneseo's Gen Ed 

requirements are too burdensome, essentially forcing transfer students to retake courses to satisfy requirements they 

had already met at other SUNY institutions. The Dean's office contends data indicate a 36% decline in transfer 

enrollment since the 2013 onset of SUNY's seamless transfer. Some colleagues strongly supported the seamless 

transfer concept and argued that Geneseo had resisted 3rdB for too long. It was noted that Geneseo would not lose 

control of curriculum in the major.  It was also noted that while, Geneseo can have additional local general 

education requirements, SUNY-wide general education amount to just 30 of the required 120 graduation 

requirement. 

 

A motion was made to amend proposal by deleting 3rdB. Motion to amend passed in a counted 

vote, 22 Yea and 21 No with the Senate Chair voting Yea.   

The amended motion becomes as follows: 
 

 

Transfer Credit 

… Final authority on transfer credit acceptance lies with the Office of Academic Planning and Advising.  Courses 

completed at regionally accredited institutions of higher education which align significantly in substance and level 

with the courses that comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo, and which are recorded on official transcripts are 

awarded credit under the following conditions: 

… 

4. Students may not repeat courses that they have successfully completed at another degree- granting institution. 

5. Graduates of community colleges who earn A.A. or A.S. degrees in the liberal arts may expect full credit, up to a 

maximum of 60 credits, upon enrolling at Geneseo. 

6. Students with A.A. or A.S. degrees from another SUNY campus may expect full credit for the SUNY General 

Education requirement (see section entitled, “General Education Curriculum”). 

7. Coursework from proprietary institutions will be reviewed on a course-by-course basis. 

8. 7. A grade of C- or above must have been earned for each course accepted for transfer credit. Geneseo will not 

accept transfer credit for courses graded on a Pass/Fail or Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory basis. For information on 

transferring credit for single courses taken during summer or intersession see the section on “Studying at Other 

Colleges” in this bulletin. 

8. For students transferring credits from another SUNY campus: 

• Local general education requirements beyond the SUNY-GER shall not require a transfer student to exceed 

the number of credits to graduation required of native students in the same program. 

• A passing grade counts as successful completion for the SUNY-GER area at any campus. A 

SUNY-GER course completed at another SUNY campus with a D grade will be indicated 

with a “TD” grade on the Geneseo transcript; while the student will not receive credits for the 

course, it will be used toward fulfillment of the general education category. 
 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 49, in Program Outline section 
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General Education Curriculum 
A liberal arts education requires a thoughtful combination of General Education courses, a major, and electives. 

These should be chosen to complement each other meaningfully. 

All students must complete the General Education Curriculum. The curriculum consists of nine ten areas: 

Mathematics, Basic Communication, Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, American History, Western Civilization, 

Other World Civilizations, Humanities, The Arts, and Foreign Language. 

- Mathematics (R/) 

- Basic Communication (INTD 105) 

- Natural Sciences (N/) 

- Social Sciences (S/) 

- American History (U/) 

- Western Civilization (W/) 

- Other World Civilizations (M/) 

- Humanities (H/) 

- The Arts (F/) 

- Foreign Language (L/) 

Competencies that should be infused throughout the gen ed and major programs: 

- Critical Thinking 

- Information Management 

A comparison of the SUNY GER (7 out of 10 areas, minimum of 30 credits) and 

the Geneseo general education curriculum: 

SUNY- GER (7-10-30)  Geneseo General Education curriculum  

Ten general education areas. Ten general education areas. 

Mathematics required Mathematics required** 

Basic Communication required. AP credits 

accepted for this area. 

INTD 105 required** AP not accepted at Geneseo 

even if accepted at sending institution for transfer 

students. 

Choice of 5 out of the 8 remaining areas. Only 

one course per category needed to fulfill each 

category. Double-dipping allowed (e.g., S/U) 

More than two courses per category permitted to 

bring total number of credits to 30.  

All 8 areas are required. Two courses with 

different prefixes from N/, S/, and F/ 

areas. Double-dipping allowed for M/ and U/ 

areas (e.g., S/U). Lab required for N/ 

requirement** Western Civilization (W/): HUMN 

220 required** Humanities (H/): HUMN 221 

required** Foreign Language: LANG 101, 102, 

and 201**  

Total: 30 credits required 

Total: 32-52 credits, depending on HS foreign 

language, 3- or 4-credit courses, 2-credit labs, 

double-dipping S/U and S/M, etc. 

**Transfer courses approved for this category at the sending institution accepted by Geneseo. Lecture-only transfer 

courses would fulfill the N/ requirement if approved for the Natural Sciences area at sending institution. 

The amended proposal was approved by a counted vote, 31 Yea and 7 No 

- 

UPC brought for First Reading a proposal modifying the Humanities and Western Civilization requirements in 

Geneseo's General Education Curriculum (Undergraduate Bulletin p. 51, under heading General Education 

Curriculum. The proposal text appears in CSB v.61 n.9 pp.215-216.    

 

9. & 10. Humanities and Western Civilization: 
For students with Catalog Year 2014-15 or later: 

All students must complete one of two Two four-credit courses, in which all students must enroll, emphasizing 

which emphasize the search for moral, social, and political alternatives and meaning as embodied in the institutions, 

culture, and literature of Western civilization. 
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The Western Humanities sequence focuses on the major moral and political questions that have been raised in the 

Western tradition, and serves as a defining component of the College’s liberal Arts program. More specifically, 

students explore the humanistic tradition with an emphasis on the search for moral, social, and political alternatives 

and meaning as embodied in the institutions, culture, and literature of Western civilization. In addition to building 

students’ factual and theoretical knowledge base of Western civilization through the use of reading taken primarily 

from the “great books” tradition, the Humanities courses are designed to extend student abilities in the areas of 

critical analysis and research skills. This requirement must be met by the time students complete 75 Earned Credits. 

 

Discussion: 

 

Arguments in favor: J. Behrend and R. Doggett (guests), Chairs of the Departments of History and English 

respectively, spoke in favor of the motion, noting near unanimous support the members of their departments. They 

voiced support for a humanities general education requirement. They (and other members of their departments) 

argued that Humanities II has devolved from its intended purpose, with many students waiting till their senior year 

to take the course. They contend that this proposal will strengthen the Humanities Program by focusing resources on 

a one course as opposed to two and/or an updated humanities general education requirement with the GLOBE 

initiative.  They contend that the faculty in their departments teach the majority of the courses in the Humanities 

Program. They indicated that over 50% of sections in the Humanities Program are taught by part-time contingent 

faculty and only 18% of sections are taught by tenure track faculty.  Overall, they content that a continuation the 

current Humanities Gen Ed requirement will be detrimental to their ability serve and develop their majors.  

Some other colleagues noted that the Humanities sequence was not being "deactivated." Interested students could 

still take Humanities II and interested departments could still include that course in their major.  Some colleagues 

noted that a reduction in general education requirement made sense as Geneseo's Gen Ed program currently 

comprises a third of the total graduation requirements while those in many other highly regarded and/or comparable 

institutions are a quarter.   

 

Arguments against:  T. Everret, (guest), Chair of the Department of Philosophy suggests that the motion be tabled, 

contending that it is a drastic response to a non-urgent problem. He argues for addition time for the involvement of 

alumni and the broader campus community in the discussion. He indicates that Department of Philosophy is willing 

and able to staff additional sections in the Humanities Program. He contends that long term part-time contingent 

faculty do a fine job teaching in the Humanities Program.  

Other colleagues from several departments argue that: the requirement change can wait, humanities central to a 

liberal education and the Geneseo tradition, and that removing the Humanities II Gen Ed requirement is a disservice 

to our students. H. Howe (guest) reads a letter of support of the Humanities II Gen Ed requirement from W. Cook. 

 

 

by counted vote with 32 Yea and 13 No 

 

Proposal approved in a vote by paper ballot, 29 Yea and 20 No. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:15pm. 
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Draft Minutes, Undergraduate Academic Policies Committee 

11 April 2017 

 

Present:  K. Fletcher, A. Hansen, C. Klima, C. Leary, D. MacKenzie, M. Masci, D. Over, Amy Sheldon (Chair), B. 

West, N. Wiley, C. Wilkinson  

Guests:  Peter Corrigan (Associate Dean for New Student Advisement), Celia Easton (Dean of Academic Planning 

and Advising), S. Iyer (Assistant Provost) 

Excused: R. Coloccia, S. Stubblefield  

Chair A. Sheldon called this regular meeting to order at 4:05 PM. 

Prior Meeting Minutes: no corrections were received through email. The Minutes were circulated with the request 

to verify that the attendance record is correct.  

  

Old Business:  

Policy on Academic Standards, Dismissal, and Probation 

Chair Sheldon advised that the discussion of this proposal would be to provide input to both the Office of Academic 

Planning and Advising regarding the wording of the proposal and to the 2017-2018 Policy committee, who would 

have the task of considering it for approval to move to the Senate floor. 

 Celia A. Easton and Peter Corrigan are quests invited to speak on behalf of the proposal. The proposal, if 

approved, will go to next fall senate. 

 Peter Corrigan explained the background of the proposal. The Dean’s office was struck by the number of 

students that enter into the academic standards procedure at the conclusion of their first year. Concern that 

additional support is needed during the transition to College, but the existing policy causes some to cycle 

out before they have a chance to figure out how to succeed. Instead of being up for dismissal at the end of 

their first year, students would have until the first semester of their second year. Besides this being in the 

best interest of students, there is also an economic incentive for keeping students.  

 There was some discussion about the details of the current practice. Academic probation is off the table for 

the first semester. Savi Iyer provided some details about the current and past practices. 

 Structural fix. 2010-2011 had to have 2.0 if you had 60+ hours. The College has tinkered with this a lot. 

Three sections: credit warning, academic warning, or academic probation. First semester, term GPA is 

cumulative GPA. Is not called “academic warning” for 1st semester because by policy they immediately go 

to “academic probation”.  

 This proposal delays dismissal by a semester, so earliest academic dismissal would be 3rd semester. 

 Still have academic advising for students in peril to try to avoid potential future dismissal. 

 Current number of students has dropped between fall and spring. Some are graduations, but also includes 

transfers, dismissals and withdrawals. Dismissal has been steady at around 60 students per an academic 

year, regardless of the changes made to this policy to try to reduce this number. Many students appeal their 

dismissal, and about 50% of students who appeal are given one additional semester. 

 Credit warning and academic warning are not currently defined in the Bulletin. These need to be added. 

 Unanimously voted in support of the proposal.  

 

 

New Business: 

Amendment to the Mandatory Foreign Language Placement Exam Proposal  

Dr. Iyer brought a possible amendment to the committee for consideration, namely that it be changed to state that the 

exam is required for students seeking to take language 102 or higher. The rationale for this change being that 

students who have not taken any language shouldn’t have to take an exam to get into 101.  

 How do we know who those students are? Some students learn languages outside their formal schooling. 
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 Some students choose to take 101 to earn an easy A, so the exam might tease that out and prevent it. On the 

other hand, students could intentionally fail the exam to get into 101 for an easy A.  

 Point that not everything can be fixed. Need to identify what the bigger concern is and write policy to 

address that.  

 Suggestion of limiting enrollment by academic year. Seats for Seniors and Juniors to avoid registration 

issue. Want to support any student seeking to begin a language at any time.  

 Concern of test administration that, 2 years ago, only 3 members evaluating all of the placement exams. 

The Department was not able to administrate it then, but intends to do so now. 

 Point made that changing to either the placement exam or permission from the department. The placement 

exam would go in as a pre-req. Consider different language for amendment. 

 Concern that people with past training in a different language than the one they seek to learn would have to 

take the placement. 

 Point made that we have not seen how this will happen yet since it has not passed. 

 Dr. Iyer suggesting not pursuing the amendment on the floor of Senate. 

 

Amendment to the Transfer Credits Proposal  

Dr. Iyer proposed an amendment to the proposal in response to the Senate vote that removed the third bullet. There 

are portions of the proposal that are irrelevant without that bullet.  

 It was noted that the amendment referred to an older version of the Bulletin and that portion of it needed to 

be corrected. Dr. Iyer agreed. 

 Dr. Iyer explained the changes that would be needed as a result of the removal of the third bullet. This 

included changes to the asterisk notations in the table. Single asterisk was two. Other languages changes 

would be needed to reflect current practice as opposed to the practice the third bullet introduced.  

 Lecture courses with N/ need lab. We have used a different process since last summer. 

 Different way we accept General Education credits with Associate Degree. Waiver allows students to only 

do 1 more GenEd rather than do them all. 

 Concern about admission problem with not following SUNY requirements. Going back and only doing 

Geneseo not doing any transfer exceptions. 

 Should number 6 (Students coming in with AS or AA degree) come back now that bullet three is gone? No, 

we do not do it. 

 Point that without bullet three we still have to bring it to this year’s practice. Let CDWG do it. 

 Concern to remove full table. It tried to concentrate rules. It is confusing why to show SUNY and Geneseo. 

It can cause problems to students. Our GenEd categories happen to fall into same SUNY categories, which 

makes it confusing. 

 Concern with lab science, humn, and foreign language. Should the College change what we call them? 

 Concern with bulletin poorly written. Could give instructions rather than policy to help. Explain these are 

SUNY and then Geneseo. Centrally approved but Geneseo different. 

 Revisited removing the proposed table as a good idea. Simplest option given the complexity and confusion. 

Agreed by the committee.  

 Dr. Iyer will make the motion for the amendment on the floor of Senate to remove the table and all other 

content relevant to the third bullet.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, Corey Wilkinson  
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Spring Election Report 

25 April 2017 

I am pleased to announce the results of the 2017 spring elections, ably conducted by the Committee on Nominations 

and Elections between 10 April and 20 April, 2016.  There were votes from 171 faculty, out of a total 534 eligible to 

vote (teaching and professional faculty combined).  As per Roberts Rules, votes by mail are not subject to quorum-

like requirements. 

All terms start June 1. 

Faculty officers for next year, serving the same office in the College Senate, will be 

Presiding Officer of Faculty / Senate Chair Duane McPherson 

Vice Chair Margaret Stolee 

Secretary Amy Sheldon 

Treasurer Douglas Baldwin 

Alternate University Faculty Senator James McLean 

Representing the Faculty in College Senate, with two-year terms, will be 

Senator At-large, Teaching Under Six Years Sarah Brookes 

Senator At-large, Teaching Under Six Years Sara Burch 

Senator At-large, Teaching Under Six Years Angela Galvan 

Senator At-large, Teaching Under Six Years Elizabeth Hutchison 

Senator At-large, Teaching Under Six Years Dan Ross 

Senator At-large, Teaching Six Years and Over Kodjo Adabra 

Senator At-large, Teaching Six Years and Over James Allen 

Senator At-large, Teaching Six Years and Over Aaron Heap 

Senator At-large, Teaching Six Years and Over Eric Helms 

Senator At-large, Teaching Six Years and Over Anthony Macula 

Senator At-large, Teaching Six Years and Over Annmarie Urso 

New representatives of their respective academic areas on the following Committees of the Faculty are 

Professional Leave Review Committee – 

Professional Studies (three year term) 

Brian Morgan 

Professional Leave Review Committee – Fine 

Arts (three year term) 

Johnnie Ferrell 

General Education Committee – Fine Arts (two 

year term) 

Lynette Bosch-Burroughs 

General Education Committee – Humanities 

(two year term) 

David Levy 

General Education Committee – Social Sciences 

(two year term) 

James Aimers 

New representatives of the faculty on the Campus Auxiliary Services Board of Directors (three-year term) are 

Teaching Faculty Stephen Padalino 

Respectfully submitted, 

James McLean 

Presiding Officer of the Faculty 
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Agenda, College Senate Meeting 

2 May 2017 

Call to Order 4:00, Newton 204 

Adoption of the Agenda 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of the Senate Meeting of 4 Apr 2017 (Draft in CSB v. 61 n. 12) 

Officer Reports 

President Denise Battles 

Provost Paul Schacht 

Chair James McLean 

Vice Chair  Meg Stolee 

Past-Chair Dennis Showers 

Secretary Tony Macula 

Treasurer Doug Baldwin 

University Faculty Senator Maria Lima 

Vice President, Student Assoc. Ashley Buttice 

Reports of the Standing Committees of the Senate 

Undergraduate Curriculum Bill Harrison 

Full proposals can be found in the appropriate folders at https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/UCC 

Deletions in titles in strikeout, additions to titles underlined 

UCC Proposes for Second Reading: 

As published in CSB v. 61 n. 9 pp. 212–213 

Graduate Academic Affairs Susan Salmon 

Department: Education 

New Courses 

CURR 515 - International Children’s Literature  

EDUC 550 - Structure of English and Writing for Teachers  

New Program 

Additional Classroom Teaching Certificate in ESOL 

Department: School of Business 

New Course 

FNCE 530 - Strategic Equity Valuation 

Department: Languages & Literatures 

New Courses 

FREN 514 - Contemporary Francophone Civilization 

FREN 575 - French-Canadian Literature  

Undergraduate Policies Amy Sheldon 

Full proposals, including rationales, can be found in the appropriate folders at 

https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/Policy/ 

Deletions in titles in strikeout, additions to titles underlined 

UPC Proposes for Second Reading: 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 106, under heading School of Business, Entrance Procedures 

As published in CSB v. 61 n. 9 pp. 213–214 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 42, under heading Classroom Policies 

As published in CSB v. 61 n. 9 pp. 214–215, regarding learning outcomes on syllabi 
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Undergraduate Bulletin p. 51, under heading General Education Curriculum 

As published in CSB v. 61 n. 9 p. 215, regarding the Foreign Language Placement Exam 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 10, in Admissions and Enrollment section 

As amended, shown here.  Note that further amendments are anticipated; if possible, these will be published in 

advance. 

Transfer Credit 

… Final authority on transfer credit acceptance lies with the Office of Academic Planning and Advising.  Courses 

completed at regionally accredited institutions of higher education which align significantly in substance and level 

with the courses that comprise the formal curriculum at Geneseo, and which are recorded on official transcripts are 

awarded credit under the following conditions: 

… 

4. Students may not repeat courses that they have successfully completed at another degree- granting institution. 

5. Graduates of community colleges who earn A.A. or A.S. degrees in the liberal arts may expect full credit, up to a 

maximum of 60 credits, upon enrolling at Geneseo. 

6. Students with A.A. or A.S. degrees from another SUNY campus may expect full credit for the SUNY General 

Education requirement (see section entitled, “General Education Curriculum”). 

7. Coursework from proprietary institutions will be reviewed on a course-by-course basis. 

8. 7. A grade of C- or above must have been earned for each course accepted for transfer credit. Geneseo will not 

accept transfer credit for courses graded on a Pass/Fail or Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory basis. For information on 

transferring credit for single courses taken during summer or intersession see the section on “Studying at Other 

Colleges” in this bulletin. 

8. For students transferring credits from another SUNY campus: 

• Local general education requirements beyond the SUNY-GER shall not require a transfer student to exceed 

the number of credits to graduation required of native students in the same program. 

• A passing grade counts as successful completion for the SUNY-GER area at any campus. A SUNY-GER 

course completed at another SUNY campus with a D grade will be indicated with a “TD” grade on the Geneseo 

transcript; while the student will not receive credits for the course, it will be used toward fulfillment of the 

general education category. 

 

AND Undergraduate Bulletin p. 49, in Program Outline section 

General Education Curriculum 

A liberal arts education requires a thoughtful combination of General Education courses, a major, and electives. 

These should be chosen to complement each other meaningfully. 

All students must complete the General Education Curriculum. The curriculum consists of nine ten areas: 

Mathematics, Basic Communication, Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, American History, Western Civilization, 

Other World Civilizations, Humanities, The Arts, and Foreign Language. 

- Mathematics (R/) 

- Basic Communication (INTD 105) 

- Natural Sciences (N/) 

- Social Sciences (S/) 

- American History (U/) 

- Western Civilization (W/) 

- Other World Civilizations (M/) 

- Humanities (H/) 

- The Arts (F/) 

- Foreign Language (L/) 

Competencies that should be infused throughout the gen ed and major programs: 

- Critical Thinking 

- Information Management 

A comparison of the SUNY GER (7 out of 10 areas, minimum of 30 credits) and 

the Geneseo general education curriculum: 

SUNY- GER (7-10-30)  Geneseo General Education curriculum  

Ten general education areas. Ten general education areas. 
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Mathematics required Mathematics required** 

Basic Communication required. AP credits 

accepted for this area. 

INTD 105 required** AP not accepted at Geneseo 

even if accepted at sending institution for transfer 

students. 

Choice of 5 out of the 8 remaining areas. Only 

one course per category needed to fulfill each 

category. Double-dipping allowed (e.g., S/U) 

More than two courses per category permitted to 

bring total number of credits to 30.  

All 8 areas are required. Two courses with 

different prefixes from N/, S/, and F/ 

areas. Double-dipping allowed for M/ and U/ 

areas (e.g., S/U). Lab required for N/ 

requirement** Western Civilization (W/): HUMN 

220 required** Humanities (H/): HUMN 221 

required** Foreign Language: LANG 101, 102, 

and 201**  

Total: 30 credits required 

Total: 32-52 credits, depending on HS foreign 

language, 3- or 4-credit courses, 2-credit labs, 

double-dipping S/U and S/M, etc. 

**Transfer courses approved for this category at the sending institution accepted by Geneseo. Lecture-only transfer 

courses would fulfill the N/ requirement if approved for the Natural Sciences area at sending institution. 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 51, under heading General Education Curriculum 

As published in CSB v. 61 n. 9 p. 216, regarding the Humanities general education requirement 

 

Student Affairs Travis Bailey 

Faculty Affairs Jim Allen 

Appeals Process when a Message is Rejected from Faculty-L 

1. At the beginning of each semester, the Chair of the Faculty Affairs Committee appoints three faculty 

members from FAC to a Faculty-L Appeals Board.  This Board is the single and final adjudicator when 

the Secretary of the Senate rejects a message from Faculty-L.  The Chair of FAC also provides the 

Faculty-L Appeals Board with a copy of the Senate approved guidelines for accepting or rejecting 

messages from Faculty-L.   

2. Anyone whose message is rejected from Faculty-L has the right to appeal by contacting the Chair of 

the Faculty Affairs Committee with a request to appeal.  The FAC Chair then relays this request to the 

Faculty-L Appeals Board, and to the Secretary of the College Senate.   

3. The Secretary of the Senate and the person whose message was rejected must each write a one 

paragraph justification that directly addresses why the message does or does not fit the requirements 

for using Faculty-L.  These two justifications must be sent to the Chair of the Faculty Affairs 

Committee, along with the original message. The FAC Chair then relays this information to the 

Appeals Board. [Note:  It is expected that the Secretary will act quickly throughout the entire process.  

This includes accepting or rejecting the message, writing the justification for this decision, if 

necessary, and responding to the decision of the Appeals Board (see item 4 below).] 

4. The Appeals Board is not required to have a face-to-face meeting, and electronic votes are permissible.  

The Appeals Board sends its decision directly to the Senate Secretary and to the person wishing to 

send the message.  The Appeals Board will make every effort to reach its decision quickly (within a 

day or two of receiving the appeal). 
 

Resolution Regarding Faculty Representation on College Task Forces and other Ad Hoc Committees 

Relevant to Instructional Matters.  

Whereas:  Task Forces and other Ad Hoc committees created by the Administration have great influence on college 

policy. 

Whereas:  It is important that faculty are fairly and sufficiently represented on these Task Forces and Ad Hoc 

committees  

Resolved:  The College Senate recommends that Task Forces or other Ad Hoc committees appointed by the 

Administration to gather information or to make recommendations about matters relevant to instruction should have 
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fair and proportional representation of faculty.  Furthermore, the College Senate should have the right to pick faculty 

members for these committees. 

 

New Business 

Adjournment late, I’m guessing 
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