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Approved Minutes, Student Affairs Committee 

20 September 2016 

 

Present:  J Albers, T Bailey (Chair), J Bennett, R Coons, R Bosko Gilliam, J Guzman, T Hayat, T Kenney, R 

Osborne, A Taber, A Pellerin, H Savage, K West 

Guests:  Julie Rao 

Excused:       

Chair Travis Bailey called this regular meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 

The minutes from the meeting of [enter date(s), if any] were approved [with corrections?] [without objection, or 

enter vote tally]. 

Reports 

Julie Rao — Director of Institutional Research — attended to report on an upcoming study on sexual assault 

prevention. The committee members are to take the survey and to give feedback on the survey. The survey comes 

out Oct 9th, 2016. Committee members are expected to provide feedback three weeks after that date. Feedback is to 

go back to SUNY. It was agreed that we would meet Oct 25th, 2016 to provide feedback on the survey.   

 

Unfinished Business 

Transportation 

Information on survey on access to transportation was requested, but none was yet available. 

 

Mental Health 

Update on mental health initiative. It was decided that Dr Bailey would discuss this at the next executive committee 

meeting. There has been some improvement in providing service for mental health crises. They have implemented 

group counseling, and private online sessions. This information needs to be disseminated. Faculty were asked to 

think about anything that could be done to alleviate stress – the number one stressor for students was academic 

pressure. There is also a contract with the Livingston county mobile crisis unit to provide services to students. It was 

also suggested to have discussion groups for students to address issues of academic pressure.  

 

SOFI’s 

SOFI’s and how to get students to respond. It was suggested to provide incentives or administer them during class 

time. There was some discussion of making it a practice to do mid-semester surveys at the instructors discretion.  

 

Food Labeling 

CASA has agreed to do it if asked. There was a general consensus that this was not enough. The student association 

is to address this in more detail.  

 

Add/drop period 

 

Meet with Dean. So far no feedback. Committee agrees that drop should be extended to 10 days, and that there 

ought to be a waitlist function.  

 

Sidewalks 

 

Students having trouble navigating pathways to classes. What should be done was left to address for next meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Heidi Savage 
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Approved Minutes, Faculty Affairs Committee 

27 September 2016 

 

Present: J, Allen (Chair), L. Bosch, J.F. Morse, C. Geiger, A. Rao, S. Juneja, P. McDermott, Y. Bilgic, M. Lee, K. 

Matthews, C. Merrilees, Corrigan, P. 

 

Guests: Glenn McClure, Wes Kennison,  

Excused: Crosby, E., Adelson, L.  

 

Minutes: C. Merrilees volunteered to take today’s minutes; K. Matthews volunteered for next meeting 

 

Adjunct Faculty Salaries 

1. J. Allen discussed the 2015-2016 FAC taking up issues regarding adjunct salaries, but because it 

came up at the end of the semester they did not complete their work on this issue and he proposed 

that we take this up this year.  

a. The goal is to pass resolution regarding adjunct salaries.  

b. J. Allen noted that FAC does not negotiate salaries.  

c. Support for following up on this issue voiced by many FAC members.  

d. Jim passed out draft resolution that was discussed last spring making a note that the hard 

copy draft he passed around was different from a previous draft we had seen. 
 

2. We looked at starting salary per credit hour for other SUNY campuses and peer institutions and 

we discussed that Geneseo is fairly low on the list ($800/credit hour) 

a. Relatedly according to an article in the Atlantic, median salary nationally for a course is 

2700/semester. Washington post also stated this amount.  

b. Discussion followed regarding why our salaries are lower. Wes mentioned that market 

pressure seems to drive salaries.  

c. Question posed regarding how our numbers compare to the 2-year colleges. 

i. Wes offered to get information regarding 2-year college pay. 

d. It was also noted that we just moved OFF the bottom of the list last year. Starting adjunct 

salaries were 2100 (now 2400/3 credit course). 
 

3. The conversation then centered on how many hours we expect adjust faculty to spend on a course 

per week.  

a. Major question addressed: For a public liberal arts college whose mission and culture rest 

on high quality teaching, wouldn’t we expect our adjuncts to spend several hours outside 

of class preparing and supporting students? 

b. When factoring in these hours spent, how does the hourly wage compare to a living 

wage? 

c. Appointment letters for adjuncts do not include office hours but we know many do keep 

office hours. 

  

4. Contract Issues 

a. Wes noted that a Senate resolution would help support their salary negotiations for the 

next contract. 

b. We can no longer use DSI money to support adjunct salaries 

c. Adjuncts have no (little) job security despite the fact that many departments rely on them 

heavily. 

i. It was noted that salary and job security should be talked about hand-in-hand. We 

don’t want to create a situation where we have to let someone go because they 

are getting too expensive. 
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ii. Wes commented on the 2-step process for adjuncts: After so many semesters you 

can sign a 2 semester contract; term adjunct appointments get 45 days before 

being let go, before that you can be let go at any time for no reason 
 

5. Discussion also focused on adjunct faculty time/hours compared to faculty on continuing 

appointment (CA) track 

a. We don’t want to get into a situation where we are pitting adjuncts against CA folks and 

that we want to make sure we consider these issues moving forward 

b. A question was posed about visiting assistants faculty, but it was confirmed that these are 

different appointments 

c. In general we want to keep in mind the potential effects that raising adjunct faculty 

salaries would have on CA faculty 
 

6. Jim noted that the current SUNY Oneonta president unilaterally raised adjunct salaries. Thus, it is 

possible to raise local campus salaries 
 

 

7. Much discussion centered on whether or not to suggest a suggested amount in the resolution 

a. If we suggest an amount that is too high, especially in light of the current budget period, 

our resolution could be disregarded. 

b. If we suggest an amount that is too low, the administration could satisfy the request with 

long-term effects of resolution limited. 

c. We discussed a laddered approach that increases adjunct salaries over several years. 

d. Another point of consideration is whether FAC and the Senate should be involved at all 

in suggesting specific increases:  we’re not part of the negotiations.   
 

8. Moving forward 

a. It was suggested that we look at SUNY guidelines for adjunct appointment expectations 

b. J. Allen proposed we form a subcommittee: L. Bosch,  K. Matthews and J. Allen 

volunteered. 

c. Discussed having a work-study student collect data from current adjuncts on hours 

spent/class. 

d. It was reiterated that given the current structural deficit, we should proceed with caution 

to ensure success.  
 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:07PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Jim Allen 
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Approved Minutes, Undergraduate Curricula Committee 

27 September 2016 

 

Undergraduate Curricula Committee Meeting #1  

4:00 PM, Welles 128 

 

Attending:  B. Harrison (Chair), English; M. Abbas, History; J. Baecker, Biology; S. Brainard, Library; C. 

Cummings, SA; J. Fischer, SA; P. Kurau, Music; M. Lei, Communication; D. McPherson, Biology; J. Miller, 

Student Accounts; D. Norris, Geography; C. Simmons, Education; K. Yokoyama, Chemistry.   

 

Guests:  D. Baldwin, Mathematics; M. Blood, English; S. Burch, Biology; J. Cope, History;  S. Iyer, Provost’s 

Office; J. Johannes, Mathematics; A. Sikka, Education.    

 

Excused: J. Bennett, Philosophy; R. Lindsay, Library 

 

The chair called this meeting to order at 4:03PM.   

 

Meeting Agenda 

I. Reports and Preliminary Business 

• Our next meeting is scheduled for 4PM Tuesday, 25 October 2016, Welles 128.   

• Meeting secretary: TBA   

• Excused:  James Bennett, Ryann Lindsay 

• UCC Responsibilities and Procedures (Assistant Provost)   

 

There was a 15-minute synopsis of the handout distributed by the Assistant Provost, which provided information 

from the College Senate constitution, the College Bulletin, and Provost’s Office.  She also suggested some of the 

system-level issues that result from program changes both large and small.   

 

II. Review of Proposals  

 

Departments: Biology and Geological Sciences  

New Courses 

GSCI 363: Dinosaurs 

BIOL 363: Dinosaurs 

 

Contact:  Burch.  Discussion:  McPherson asked about the time frame of the course, as it is not quite a full semester.  

Burch explained that it is a field course.  Half of the semester is lecture, while there is field work over Spring Break.  

The field work is actually designed to be like a laboratory class, so there are particular projects students will attempt.   

Fischer was concerned about the added costs of this course, and whether or not this discriminated against some 

students.  Harrison hypothesized that offering it as a regular semester course offset some enrollment costs for 

financial aid.  Norris suggested that campus residential arrangements could be superior to commercial. The Assistant 

Provost was concerned about the credit breakdown.  This will be revised/corrected, presently pending as 3(2-2) 

rather than 3(3-0).  Motion to approve: Harrison. Second: Brainard.  Unanimous approval.     

 

 

Departments:  English and History 

New Course 

INTD 245: Irish Studies (subtitle) 

 

Contact:  Cope.  Discussion: No rationale in the PDF--accidentally dropped by Provost’s office.  Cope quickly 

summarized.  Harrison noted the definition of the slot class provided in the Assistant Provost’s handout.  Move to 

approve: Harrison.  Second: Simmons. Unanimous approval.     
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Department: Mathematics   

New Courses 

MATH 240: Object Oriented Programming and Mathematical Structures 

MATH 376: Financial Mathematics 

 

Revised Course 

MATH 233: Linear Algebra I 

 

 

Contacts:  Johannes and Baldwin.  Discussion: There was little discussion concerning either 240 or 233.  In response 

to questions from Harrison, McPherson, and Fischer,  Johannes explained that 376, designed to prepare students for 

one aspect of the actuarial exams, serves a specific population of Mathematics majors who are aware of and wish to 

prepare for said exams.  McPherson made a motion to return the sample syllabus to the department for revision: the 

course evaluation/assessment was unclear in the present document.  Second: Fischer.  Motion passes (unanimous).  

The Assistant Provost outlined the procedure by which the revised syllabus would be distributed to both the 

committee and the Senate.  Fischer called for a revised title, as it did not suggest direct application to the actuarial 

exams.  Johannes noted that the course had been offered experimentally previously and without problem.  Iyer 

argued that departments should be free to choose their own course titles.  Harrison noted that not all actuarial 

courses refer to the exams and that material in their titles (MATH 363, for example).  Johannes stated that 

department advisement guides majors through the actuarial preparation and 376 requires permission of instructor as 

well.  Move to approve (pending submission of revised syllabus to Provost’s Office): Harrison.  Second:  Kurau.  

Unanimous approval.   

 

 

Department: School of Education    

Revised Program 

Concentration in Mathematics 

Concentration in Women’s Studies 

 

MATH.  Contacts: Sikka & Johannes.  Discussion:  Concentrations revised for improved responsiveness to students. 

The revision allows students to continue to take the traditional course sequence, but guarantees a greater depth of 

study for those who seek a stronger statistics background.   

 

WGST.  Contacts: Sikka & Blood.   HIST 380 is now 480: Assistant Provost will correct. Most of the committee 

was unable to review the course titles, as WGST major (approved last year) is under system review and not in the 

Bulletin.  The Assistant Provost reminded the committee that last year’s UCC archive is available in the Provost’s 

Office outbox.     

 

Move to approve: Harrison.  Second: Yokoyama.  Unanimous approval.    

 

 

 

Department:  Political Science and International Relations    

Revised Program 

BA in Political Science 

 

Contact:  None.  Discussion:  No discussion.  Move to approve: Harrison.  Second: Abbas.  Unanimous approval.  

 

 

 

Department: Chemistry  

Revised Programs 

BA in Chemistry 

BS in Chemistry, American Chemical Society Certified 
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Contact: Yokoyama.  Discussion:  Baecker noted that the rationale revealed a systemic problem at the college: the 

oversubscription of the Biology major and its attendant shedding of students who cannot complete upper level 

requirements. If this is a significant occurrence, he noted, then it seems to present a problem for these students.  

Baecker wondered if the committee should alert the administration.  A brief discussion followed noting the 

enrollment issues in BIOL and some of STEM (and Social Science) fields.  It was generally acknowledged that the 

issues to which CHEM’s proposal was responding are known throughout the college.  Harrison agreed to note 

Baecker’s concern at EXEC.  The committee agreed the enrollment issues did not invalidate CHEM’s need to focus 

their resources.  Yokoyama explained how the changes guarantee student competency within the major.  The 

Assistant Provost said that CHEM’s revision was in concert with college’s overall attempts to offer students 

multiple degree paths within and beyond the STEM fields. Move to approve: Harrison.  Second: Miller.  

Unanimous approval.    

 

 

III.  Unfinished Business 

 

IV.  New Business 

 

V.  Announcements   

Full proposals can be found at  https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/UCC_pending/GroupA/ 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Harrison, chair 
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Approved Minutes, Executive Committee 

4 October 2016 

 

Present: C. Agostinelli-Fucile, J. Allen, T. Bailey, D. Baldwin, D. Battles, A. Buttice, J. Ferrell, B. Harrison, W. 

Kennison, J. McLean, P. Schacht, A. Sheldon, D. Showers, R. Vasiliev 

Guests: A. Collier 

Chair James McLean called this regular meeting to order at 4:03 PM. 

The minutes from the meetings of 30 August 2016 and 22 September 2016 were approved with minor corrections 

without objection.  

Reports 

 President’s Report: Provost’s Search Committee has been composed, consultants have been hired 

(RPA Inc.) and the job announcement has been published. On-campus interviews of finalists are 

anticipated to take place early in the spring. There has been some discussion initiated by SUNY 

System administration with SUNY campus presidents about developing Strategic Enrollment and 

Educational Effectiveness Plans that will align individual campus plans with one for the System. 

There will be multiple regional meetings scheduled that will provide each campus time with 

SUNY administrators to review implementation of its performance improvement plan. There may 

be an opportunity to refine campus plans so as to support differentiation and distinctiveness 

among the SUNY institutions. Strategic Planning Group, Budget Priorities Committee, and 

College Assessment Advisory Council (which will be known as the College Assessment Council 

going forward) have been constituted and given their charges. A Request for Proposals soliciting 

concepts for revenue-enhancing initiatives will be issued to campus soon.  We are looking for 

creative ways that we can enhance our own revenues. The cabinet and the Budget Priorities 

Committee will help in vetting ideas for this.  

 Chair’s Report: Shared Governance Award only had two self-nominations last year and they did 

not make an award. A nomination for this year would be due in mid-November. James will be 

meeting with someone in facilities about the potential to knock down the wall in Erwin 222. 

Monica Schneider will be making her report at the next meeting. The officers are meeting 

tomorrow to address the issue of GLOBE and to write a proposal for a group to determine how to 

implement GLOBE. 

 Secretary’s Report: The senators will be asked to actively participate in the minutes review 

process.  

 Treasurer’s Report: There are plans to ask for funds for our account. 

 SA VP: Students had a conversation about GLOBE. They brainstormed committee topics for this 

year. Event on mental and physical health to be held on campus.   

 University Faculty Senator: Plenary meeting 22 October 2016. There will be a panel on teacher 

education.  

 UCC: There is a proposal from CHEM to change program requirements.  

 UPC: Two proposals will be brought to Senate including the major overlap policy.  

 SAC: Julie Rowe came to ask for feedback for SUNY-wide survey on sexual assault. The 

committee will take the survey and provide feedback on the wording.  

 FAC: Working on a resolution urging administration to increase adjunct salaries.   
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Guest Report 

 Diversity, Equity and Inclusion: Many of the details of the policy were received in March even though the 

policy was passed the September before. A retreat was hosted by the Diversity Commission in May to take 

a closer look of how we can come into alignment with the policy. The SUNY Geneseo Strategic Diversity 

Plan was drafted and it is nearly ready to release to the campus community for feedback. The document is 

due back to the cabinet on 14 October 2016. The document is due to 1 November 2016 to SUNY.  

 Motion to bring a resolution in support of the plan amendments to the November Senate Meeting and take 

action to solicit feedback from teaching and professional faculty. This motion passed without objection. 

 

New Business 

 Constitutional Amendments: We should bring constitutional amendments to the Senate Meeting so that it 

can be listed on the fall ballot. Changes include: 

o Committee on Undergraduate Academic Standards: replace Dean of Curriculum and Academic 

Services with Dean of Academic Planning and Advising 

o Senate membership: replace Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services with Assistant Provost for Curriculum and 

Assessment 

 Administrative Review Ad hoc Committee: James McLean, Dennis Showers and Jim Allen will form an ad 

hoc committee to write language for an administrative review process to be brought back to the executive 

committee by the end of the semester.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:28 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christina Agostinelli-Fucile 
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Draft Minutes, All-College Faculty Meeting 

18 October 2016 

 

 
Present: M. Abbas, C. Agostinelli, R. Alam, J. Albers, J. Allen, J. Baecker, T. Bailey, D. Baldwin, J. Bennett, Y. Bilgic, 

L. Bosch, S. Brainard, R. Clinton, R. Coloccia, P. Corrigan, E. Crosby, J. Ferrell, K. Fletcher, L. Gao, C. Geiger, B. Glass, 

J. Guzman, B. Harrison, A. Herold, P. Kurau, C. Leary, M. Lee, M. Lei, M. Lima, D. MacKenzie, M. Masci, K. Matthews, 

J. McLean, D. McPherson, C. Merrilees, J. Miller, J. Morse, D. Norris, J. Over, A. Pellerin, A. Rao, M. Restivo, S. 

Salmon, H. Savage, A. Sheldon, D. Showers, C. Simmons, G. Towsley, R. Vasiliev, B. West, N. Wiley, K. Yokoyama 

 

Guests: M. Ackley, B. Angeloni, M. Arena, D. Battles, J. Bennett, R. Bonfiglio, A. Buttice, R. Coons, C. Cummings, W. 

Ebersole, J. Fischer, G. Glover, T. Hayat, S. Iyer, S. Juneja, M. Magley, P. McDermott, J. Milroy, R. Osborne, A. 

Rodriguez, P. Schacht, H. Seserman, A. Taber, M. Van Slyke, C. Walker  
 

 

Call to Order 4:00, Newton 204 

Adoption of the Agenda Agenda adopted. 

Reports 

President Denise Battles – defers report to Senate meeting 

Cmte on Nominations and Elections Gary Towsley, Chair 

Presentation of the slate of nominees for open seats on the Faculty Personnel Committee 

Election will commence soon. Email will be sent.Need to elect 3 new members of the CoNE committee. No 

current nominees. Send nominations to Gary within the next two weeks. 

Executive Committee James McLean 

Presentation of a motion for an amendment to the Constitution of the Faculty. 

 

Whereas the duties of the former Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services have now been divided between 

two new administrative positions, 

Be it resolved that Article III Section 2 of the Faculty Constitution, concerning the Committee on 

Undergraduate Academic Standards, be amended to replace all references to the Dean of Curriculum and 

Academic Services with the Dean of Academic Planning and Advising, 

And further be it resolved that Article IV Section 4 of the Faculty Constitution, concerning membership on the 

College Senate, be amended to replace all references to the Dean of Curriculum and Academic Services with 

the Assistant Provost for Curriculum and Assessment. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM. 
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Draft Minutes, College Senate Meeting 

18 October 2016 

 
Present: M. Abbas, M. Ackley,  C. Agostinelli-Fucile, R. Alam, J. Albers, J. Allen, B. Angeloni, M. Arena, J. Baecker, T. 

Bailey, D. Baldwin, D. Battles, J. Bennett, J. Bennett, Y. Bilgic, R. Bonfiglio, L. Bosch, S. Brainard, A. Buttice, R. 

Clinton, R. Coloccia, R. Coons, P. Corrigan, E. Crosby, C. Cummings, W. Ebersole, J. Ferrell, J. Fischer, K. Fletcher, L. 

Gao, C. Geiger, B. Glass, J. Guzman, B. Harrison, T. Hayat, S. Iyer, S. Juneja, P. Kurau, C. Leary, M. Lee, M. Lei, M. 

Lima, D. MacKenzie, M. Magley, M. Masci, K. Matthews, P. McDermott, J. McLean, D. McPherson, C. Merrilees, J. 

Miller, J. Milroy, J. Morse, D. Norris, R. Osborne, J. Over, A. Pellerin, A. Rao, M. Restivo, A. Rodriguez, S. Salmon, H. 

Savage, P. Schacht, H. Seserman, A. Sheldon, D. Showers, C. Simmons, A. Taber, M. Van Slyke, R. Vasiliev, C. Walker, 

B. West, N. Wiley, K. Yokoyama 

 

Guests: G. Glover, A. Herold, G. Towsley 
 

 

Call to Order Immediately following All-College mtg (roughly 4:10pm), Newton 204 

Adoption of the Agenda Agenda adopted with change. Secretary’s report first. 

Secretary     Christina Agostinelli-Fucile 

Senators are strongly encouraged to participate in the process of revision and approval of minutes to better 

reflect what happens during the meetings. Any requested changes can be announced in the meeting and sent to 

to agostinelli@geneseo.edu.  

Approval of Minutes Approved without objection by a voice vote. 

Minutes of the Senate Meeting of 13 Sep 2016 (Draft in CSB v. 61 no. 3) 

Guest Report 

Monica Schneider, Psychology Equity Scorecard Process, outcomes and status 

Chair of the Equity Scorecard Committee. Student recruitment, retention and success, especially of students 

from underrepresented groups. This is part of our strategic plan. Recruitment, retention and support of a diverse 

student population. We are systematic and data driven in our approach to identifying areas that need 

improvement and implementing changes on campus.  

Senate Reports 

President Denise Battles 

Provost search ad has been issued and active recruiting. Screening Nov 11. Hire announcement expected in 

early spring with a 1 July 2017 start date. SUNY Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, we are submitting our plan to 

SUNY on 1 November 2016. A team from SUNY will review our Performance Inclusion Plan and discuss 

possible revisions to the plan. This will take place within the next 12 weeks. Will be making some changes to 

the committees that report to the President so that they better reflect other changes recently made on campus. 

Soon will be soliciting proposals for Revenue Enhancing Projects. We have two new appointees to the SUNY 

Geneseo Council. 

Provost Paul Schacht, Interim 

COACHE Survey interested in faculty recruitment, development and retention.  

Chair James McLean 

Prior notice of a motion for Nov meeting: A resolution supporting changes to the College Diversity Plan 

 

Senators are encouraged to bring info back to their departments. Pres. Battles approved motions from the last 

meeting. 6 officers of the Faculty have been meeting to design a path for the GLOBE process. They are looking 

at putting together a task force that is representative of the campus.  
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University Faculty Senator Ren Vasiliev 

Fall plenary meeting is this coming weekend in Cortland. The report will be given after that.  

Vice President, Student Assoc. Ashley Buttice 

The Brains and Body Student Support Symposium put on by SA on November 1st 1:00-4:00pm in Union 

Ballroom.  

 

Reports of the Standing Committees of the Senate 

Undergraduate Curricula Bill Harrison 

Full proposals can be found at https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/UCC 

Deletions in titles in strikeout, additions to titles underlined 

UCC Proposes for First Reading: 

From the Departments of Biology and Geological Sciences 

New Courses: 

GSCI 363: Dinosaurs (removed from agenda) 

BIOL 363: Dinosaurs (removed from agenda) 

 

From the Departments of English and History 

New Course 

INTD 245: Irish Studies (subtitle) 

 

 Motion approved by voice vote without objection.   

 

From the Department of  Mathematics 

New Courses 

MATH 240: Object Oriented Programming and Mathematical Structures 

MATH 376: Financial Mathematics 

Revised Course 

MATH 233: Linear Algebra I 

From the Department of School of Education    

Revised Program 

Concentration in Mathematics 

Concentration in Women’s Studies 

 

 Courses and programs approved by voice vote without objection. 

 

From the Department of Political Science and International Relations    

Revised Program 

BA in Political Science 

From the Department of Chemistry  

Revised Programs 

BA in Chemistry 

BS in Chemistry, American Chemical Society Certified 

  

Programs approved by voice vote without objection. 

 

Undergraduate Policies TBA 

Full proposals can be found at https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/Policy/ 

UPC Proposes for First Reading: 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 51, under heading General Education Curriculum; deletions in strikeout, additions 

underlined.  The Rationale, from the full proposal at the above URL, follows this Agenda. 
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General Education Curriculum 

Restrictions in Fine Arts, Social Sciences, and Natural Sciences 
The following restrictions apply only to the Fine Arts, Social Science, and Natural Science areas of the General 

Education curriculum: 
1. Students may not apply courses taken in their major departments toward these areas of the General Education 

curriculum. Double majors are prohibited only from applying courses in their first major of record. 
2 1. In each of these areas, students must apply two courses with different departmental prefixes. (For example: 

SOCL and ANTH for Social Science.) Transfer students who, upon original matriculation at the College, have 

completed an associate’s degree or have 53 or more semester hours accepted as transfer credit are exempt from 

this limitation if they have previously completed successfully two core-eligible courses with the same 

departmental prefix. In addition, students who apply three semesters of ensemble or practicum toward the Fine 

Arts requirement may complete the requirement using a theory or history course with the same departmental 

prefix. (For example: MUSC 123 and three semesters of MUSC 165.) 

3 2. Students may not apply a particular course to more than one of these areas. 
4 3. Students may not apply more than two courses with the same departmental prefix toward the three areas 

collectively. 
 Undergraduate Bulletin p. 30, under heading Academic Policies; deletions in strikeout, additions underlined. 

 

Discussion: 

 This proposal seems to undermine the idea of a liberal arts education. One extra course will likely not 

have a meaningful effect on students’ ability to graduate. This will not help students with exploratory 

majors. A problem we have is not the lack of classes but the lack of faculty 

 There is one fine arts class in the English department.  

 The argument should not be an equity argument but rather what is best for our students. This would 

give students in Education more room to take other classes in a program that is very tight already. 

 What problem is this really solving? 

 This proposal would enable students to take one elective that they do not have currently because of the 

current requirement. This would allow students to count introductory level class in their major for gen 

ed and it would allow them to take an upper-level elective later in junior or senior year.  

 For a music major this means taking their two fine arts classes in the only other two fine arts 

departments because it is two different prefixes.  

 The reason we have in natural science, social science and fine arts is that it allows students to 

understand how natural scientists think and the methodologies used in those fields. In doing so, 

students have a lot of breadth in their courses. How much do two prefixes add to the breadth of the 

general education? 

 We have added a few different gen ed requirements and now we have a 52 credit requirement. Gen ed 

has grown and already has breadth. Gen ed is too big. 

 Question to UPC: Did you receive data that lead you to believe that this is a benefit to students? 

 Answer from UPC: Yes.  

 If this allows students to find a passion in their last year of studies, that is probably a good thing. 

 It seems odd that a course that fulfills a requirement for a non-major does not fill it for the major when 

it is the same course.  

 There is a requirement to take a particular number of courses outside of their major. 

 Other SUNY schools do not have this restriction. 

 This will benefit the least students in Business and Education.  

 Education have one gen ed course.  

 

Motion to approve the first reading of the major overlap proposal passed by a counted vote: 46 in favor, 7 

opposed.  

Mandatory Advisement 

Some students Students who meet any of the following criteria are required to consult with their academic 

advisors and secure approval for course selections before they are allowed to register for courses: 
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(1) First-year students (students within the first 24 credits at Geneseo), 

(2) first-semester transfer students, 

(3) students listed as Pre-Accounting, Pre-Business Administration, and Pre-Economics majors, 

(4) students on probation, and students whose grade point averages fall below 2.30. 

are required to obtain approval from their advisors for registration. 

Other students have the option of self-advising, but the College strongly recommends that all students meet with 

their academic advisors each semester. Students who self-advise assume full responsibility for their schedule of 

classes and progress toward completion of degree requirements. 

Discussion:  

 The idea of a pre-major is appealing to other departments.  

Motion for the first reading of the advising policy passes by voice vote with no objections.  

Faculty Affairs Jim Allen 

Working on a resolution to urge administration to raise pay for adjunct faculty.  

New Business 

Motion to Rescind Jim Allen 

Whereas there was a significant level of confusion at the time of passage concerning the degree to which the 

GLOBE framework was considered to be finalized, and 

Whereas subsequent statements and actions have taken the GLOBE framework as essentially complete, 

A motion is presented to rescind the resolution in support of the GLOBE framework which was passed on 1 

March 2016. 

That motion read, in its entirety: 

The Geneseo College Senate supports the Geneseo Learning Outcomes for Baccalaureate Education, as printed 

in College Senate Bulletin v60 n6, as a framework for the redesign of the student experience at Geneseo, 

encompassing general education, academic majors, development of skills, and integrative and applied learning. 

Explanatory note from the Senate Chair: Because the resolution has already been passed, Roberts Rules 

requires that any motion to reconsider Senate’s position on the matter must take the form of a “Motion to 

Rescind.”  Please note, however, that this can equally be considered as an opportunity to affirm the previous 

resolution, which would be achieved by defeating this motion. 

It is also possible to amend the current motion, turning it into a “Motion to Amend Something Previously 

Adopted.”  That would provide the opportunity to modify the wording of the original resolution.  Such a motion 

would have to describe the intended amending language.  This would not provide an opportunity to modify the 

wording of the GLOBE framework itself. 

Discussion: 

 Desire to rescind the resolution so that we can clarify the direction of GLOBE. 

 Rescinding this motion brings us back 8 years and we should embrace GLOBE to get ready for education 

in the 21st century. 

 The resolution was vague when it was proposed to Senate. Faculty need to be responsible for their course 

curriculum. 

 Even with GLOBE, faculty are still in charge of the curriculum. Transformational learning is probably not 

taking place for 80-90% of our student body already and rescinding will make it harder to move forward. 

 Our last accreditation report (2011-2012) was about transformational learning. We have already claimed 

publicly to do transformational learning. 

 The vote was not confusing and it was clear at the time what we were voting for.  

 We need to have a discussion about what transformational learning means.  
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 This motion could be withdrawn if the administration can reassure us that the curriculum is still in faculty 

hands (Note from the Chair: technically the motion cannot be withdrawn).  

 President Battles reassures faculty that nothing is changing about how curriculum is handled at SUNY 

Geneseo. 

 One issue seems to be who is overseeing credit-bearing experiences for students. Will it be non-faculty?  

 If it is a graduation requirement, it is part of the curriculum.  

 Is a resolution a stamp of approval? All changes have to come through UCC anyway.  

 The school of Education has done this since 1890. It is called student-teaching and it is not supervised all 

by faculty. Capable people are hired to supervise student teaching. 

 The GLOBE document does not list anything as a graduation requirement. If something were being added 

as a graduation requirement, it would have to go through UCC. 

Motion to rescind previous resolution in favor of GLOBE was defeated by counted vote: 6 in favor, 32 

opposed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:41 PM. 
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SUNY University Faculty Senate Plenary Report 

20-22 October 2016 

 

SUNY Cortland 

 

 

The SUNY University Faculty Senate met for its Fall Plenary in Cortland, NY, hosted by the College, on October 

20-22, 2016.  

A few highlights include the following: 

SUNY Provost Alex Cartwright will be touring the state, meeting with all the campuses, “to present ideas 

to fund issues related to enrollment and success.” 

A presentation by members of the UTeach program on this university-based STEM secondary teacher prep 

program led to Chancellor Zimpher’s and State Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia’s report on TeachNY.  

Several resolutions were brought to the table. Details in the plenary report. 

The Chancellor answered some questions brought to the floor by the different sectors. Deatils of these are 

also in the report. 

 

The full report is available at http://system.suny.edu/facultysenate/plenary-meetings/ - f16. 

 

Respectfully submitted by SUNY College at Geneseo University Faculty Senator, Ren Vasiliev. 
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Draft Minutes, Student Affairs Committee 

25 October 2016 

 
 
Present: Judy Albers, Brenna Angeloni, Travis Bailey (Chair), Jesse Bennett, Regina Clinton, Rachel Coons, Tanvir 

Hayat, Erin Harris, Vincent Markowski, Rachel Osborne, Anne Pellerin, Heidi Savage, Alexandra Taber 

 

Guests: None 

 

Excused: 

 

Call to Order: Chair Travis Bailey called this regular meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 

 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the meeting of September 20, 2016 were approved without objection. 

 

Discussion of Sexual Assault Report:   At the last meeting Julie Rao, the Director of Institutional Research, 

reported on the Sexual Assault Prevention Survey and requested that the SAC members take the survey and provide 

feedback. The committee discussed the survey and the response from both students and faculty was generally 

positive.  Statements were made that the survey was well designed and comprehensive.  The questions were rather 

vague but as a whole, the committee generally agreed that survey should accomplish its purpose and successfully 

gather the necessary information.  No major concerns were expressed however a few of the committee members felt 

that the survey was too long and could be shortened.  A comment was also made noting that there was no suggestion 

box for how to improve things on campus.  

 

Discussion of Mid-Semester SOFIs: The committee spent the majority of its time discussing the creation of an 

early/midterm feedback survey for teaching faculty.  The primary intent would be to aid students who want to 

anonymously make suggestions to improve their learning experience in class.  Student committee members had 

looked at other campuses and noted two different methods that they felt could work at Geneseo.  The Keep, Quit, 

Start (KQS) or Traffic Light Survey which asked three open ended questions related to what the professor should 

keep, quit, or start doing in class -- or basically, what do students like, what don’t they like, and what’s not 

happening that they would like to see happen. The other format reviewed was the classic “Stern” evaluation survey, 

similar to our current SOFIs.  There appeared to be some agreement that a shorter survey would be better.  Open 

ended surveys might not be the best way to go, especially for larger classes.  Surveys could be just paper without 

student names or they could be on-line. Possibly there is a way to give feedback via Canvas. 

 

There was discussion about the fact that professors don’t always read the SOFIs.  As a professor gains in seniority, 

they tend to see the same types of responses and they lose interest in the student comments.  However, feedback 

from the students could be very valuable for junior faculty.  Possibly junior faculty members could be encouraged to 

disseminate the survey.  Or possibly students could request the survey of faculty members if they feel there is a 

problem.    

 

It was also discussed that many students don’t take the SOFIs.  Professors on the committee were surveyed about 

their student response rate which ranged anywhere from a 15% to a 90% response rate.  Those professors requiring 

that their students fill in the SOFIs (e.g., in class) had the highest response rate. Different strategies for incentivizing 

students was discussed, along with whether the SOFIs should be mandatory or non-mandatory.  Some of the 

students felt that they would be more incentivized to fill out a mid-semester SOFI because it will impact their 

personal experience, as opposed to end of year SOFIs, where students don’t care anymore.   

 

If a mid-semester SOFI is implemented, this committee should provide the easiest way for professors to administer 

it.  Also, there was some agreement that each department should be able to ask questions that are more specific to 

their courses. We would need to ask CIT if we could conduct a survey like this. 

 

Unfinished Business that will Carry over to the Next Meeting: 

 

 Surveying transportation challenges for students 
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 Extending Add/Drop deadlines 

 Food Labeling by CAS  

 Repairing holes in sidewalks that make it hard for some students/others to get to buildings 

 Follow up on Mental Health Services  

 Call for volunteers for the 2017-2018 Chair-ship 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:04 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Albers 
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Draft Minutes, Undergraduate Curricula Committee  

25 October 2016 

 

Meeting #2 

4:00 PM, Welles 128 

 

Attending:  Attending:  B. Harrison, English (chair); M. Abbas, History; J. Baecker, Biology; J. Bennett, 

Philosophy; C. Cummings, SA; P. Kurau, Music; M. Lei, Communication; D. McPherson, Biology; J. Miller, 

Student Accounts; C.l Simmons, Education; K. Yokoyama, Chemistry.   

 

Guests:  S. Iyer, Provost’s Office; B. McCoy, English; P. Pacheco, Anthropology.   

 

Meeting brought to order: 4:05 PM 

 

Meeting Agenda  

I. Reports and Preliminary Business 
• Our next meeting is scheduled for 4PM Tuesday, 15 November 2016, Welles 128.   

• Approval of minutes of Meeting #1, 9/27/16 as printed in CSB v. 61, n. 3, 47-9.   

• Excused:  Sue Ann Brainard, Ryann Lindsay, Darrell Norris   

 

 

II. Review of Proposals  
 

Departments: English and Languages and Literatures   
New Course 

ENGL 308: Modernity in West Africa 

 

Revised Course 

FREN 312: Survey of West Francophone African Civilizations 

 

Contact: McCoy.  Discussion:  No discussion.  Motion to vote: Harrison.  Second: Kurau.  Approved, unanimous 

vote. 

 

 

Department:  Anthropology 
New Course 

ANTH 334: Social Anthropology 

 

Revised Course 

ANTH 204: Human Ecology 

ANTH 309: Topics in Primatology 

 

Deleted Course 

ANTH 234: Social Anthropology 

 

Contact: Pacheco.  Discussion:  Harrison asked a question about the change in rotation for 309; Pacheco noted that 

the advisement guide clarified any enrollment questions for students.  Motion to vote:  Harrison.  Second: Lei.  

Approved, unanimous vote. 

 

 

Department: Art History 
New Courses 

ARTH 110: F/ History of Drawing 

ARTH 115: F/History of the Body and Its Representation 

ARTH 125: F/History of Watercolor 
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ARTH 174: F/Visual Culture Today 

ARTH 250: F/Contemporary Art and Globalization 

 

Revised Courses 

ARTH 302: Latin American Art From Late Colonial to Contemporary 

 

Deleted Course 

ARTH 180: F/M/Introduction to the Arts of Africa, Oceania, the Americas & Asia 

 

Revised Program 

BA in Art History 

 

No contact.  Discussion:  Baecker noted that the 115 syllabus lacks information concerning grading and evaluation.  

The Assistant Provost said that this material had been presented to the Fine Arts General Education committee, as 

the 100-level course had already been taught as experimental courses.  This led to an extended discussion about the 

committee’s requirements for sample syllabi.  The committee referred to the college’s course syllabus policy (passed 

by UPC in 2008): https://www.geneseo.edu/apca/classroom-policies. The Assistant Provost reminded that she 

instructs departments to provide learning outcomes as part of their sample syllabi.  Bennett wondered at the linkage 

between future assessment and present model syllabus outcomes.   

 

Harrison wondered if the new 100-level course rotations were accurate and noted that the description for 250 neither 

matches the course title nor sample syllabus.  In the absence of a contact, the committee decided to table the 

proposal until our next meeting.  Motion to table:  Harrison.  Second: Bennett.  Tabled, unanimous vote.   

 

III.  Unfinished Business 
 

IV.  New Business 
The Assistant Provost informed the committee of some policy issues being entertained by UPC: mainly the further 

introduction of 400-level upper-division undergraduate courses.  The renumbering and upper-division changes will 

eventually result in upcoming course and program revisions.    

 

V.  Announcements   
Full proposals can be found at  https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/UCC_pending/GroupB/ 

 

Meeting adjourned 4:47 PM   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Harrison, chair   
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Agenda, College Senate Meeting 

8 November 2016 

 

Call to Order 4:00pm, Newton 204 

Adoption of the Agenda 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of the Senate Meeting of 18 Oct 2016 (Draft in CSB v. 61 no. 4) 

Senate Reports 

President Denise Battles 

Provost Paul Schacht, Interim 

Chair James McLean 

Vice Chair  Johnnie Ferrell 

Past-Chair Dennis Showers 

Secretary Christina Agostinelli 

Treasurer  Doug Baldwin 

University Faculty Senator Ren Vasiliev 

Vice President, Student Assoc. Ashley Buttice 

Reports of the Standing Committees of the Senate 

Undergraduate Curricula Bill Harrison 

Full proposals can be found at https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/UCC 

Deletions in titles in strikeout, additions to titles underlined 

UCC Proposes for Second Reading: 

From the Departments of  English and History 

New Course 

INTD 245: Irish Studies (subtitle) 

From the Department of  Mathematics 

New Courses 

MATH 240: Object Oriented Programming and Mathematical Structures 

MATH 376: Financial Mathematics 

Revised Course 

MATH 233: Linear Algebra I 

From the Department of School of Education    

Revised Program 

Concentration in Mathematics 

Concentration in Women’s Studies 

From the Department of Political Science and International Relations    

Revised Program 

BA in Political Science 

From the Department of Chemistry  

Revised Programs 

BA in Chemistry 

BS in Chemistry, American Chemical Society Certified 

UCC Proposes for First Reading: 

From the Departments of English and Languages and Literatures   

New Course 

ENGL 308: Modernity in West Africa 

Revised Course 

FREN 312: Survey of West Francophone African Civilizations 

From the Department of Anthropology 

New Course 
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ANTH 334: Social Anthropology 

Revised Course 

ANTH 204: Human Ecology 

ANTH 309: Topics in Primatology Physical Anthropology (subtitle) 

Deleted Course 

ANTH 234: Social Anthropology 

Undergraduate Policies TBA 

Full proposals can be found at https://boxes.geneseo.edu/Provost/CurrPoli/Policy/ 

UPC Proposes for Second Reading: 

Undergraduate Bulletin p. 51, under heading General Education Curriculum; deletions in strikeout, additions 

underlined.  The Rationale, from the full proposal at the above URL, follows this Agenda. 

General Education Curriculum 

Restrictions in Fine Arts, Social Sciences, and Natural Sciences 
The following restrictions apply only to the Fine Arts, Social Science, and Natural Science areas of the General 

Education curriculum: 
1. Students may not apply courses taken in their major departments toward these areas of the General Education 

curriculum. Double majors are prohibited only from applying courses in their first major of record. 
2 1. In each of these areas, students must apply two courses with different departmental prefixes. (For example: 

SOCL and ANTH for Social Science.) Transfer students who, upon original matriculation at the College, have 

completed an associate’s degree or have 53 or more semester hours accepted as transfer credit are exempt from this 

limitation if they have previously completed successfully two core-eligible courses with the same departmental 

prefix. In addition, students who apply three semesters of ensemble or practicum toward the Fine Arts requirement 

may complete the requirement using a theory or history course with the same departmental prefix. (For example: 

MUSC 123 and three semesters of MUSC 165.) 

3 2. Students may not apply a particular course to more than one of these areas. 
4 3. Students may not apply more than two courses with the same departmental prefix toward the three areas 

collectively. 
Undergraduate Bulletin p. 30, under heading Academic Policies; deletions in strikeout, additions underlined. 

Mandatory Advisement 

Some students Students who meet any of the following criteria are required to consult with their academic advisors 

and secure approval for course selections before they are allowed to register for courses: 

(1) First-year students (students within the first 24 credits at Geneseo), 

(2) first-semester transfer students, 

(3) students listed as Pre-Accounting, Pre-Business Administration, and Pre-Economics majors, 

(4) students on probation, and students whose grade point averages fall below 2.30. 

are required to obtain approval from their advisors for registration. 

Other students have the option of self-advising, but the College strongly recommends that all students meet with 

their academic advisors each semester. Students who self-advise assume full responsibility for their schedule of 

classes and progress toward completion of degree requirements. 

 

Graduate Academic Affairs Susan Salmon 

Student Affairs Travis Bailey 

Faculty Affairs Jim Allen 

New Business 

Resolution: 

The College Senate supports the revisions made to the Diversity Plan, as delivered to SUNY on November 1, 

2016. 
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Adjournment 5:30 ? 
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