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I FROM THE COLLEGE SENATE CHAIR 

New Senators 

Faculty 
Gary DeBolt, Education ( - 5564) 

replaces Karen Swisher on the Curriculum Committee 
Donald Watt, English ( - 5273) 

replaces Jerome De Remanet on the Policy Committee 

Students 
Tara Colangione 

replaces John Rutigliano on the Curriculum Committee 
Tina Young 

replaces Candace Brown on the Graduate Affairs Committee 
BretJames 

replaces Eric Carlsen on the Curriculum Committee 

Correction 
Pam DeScisciolo is the newly appointed member of the Policy Committee 

Undergraduate Research Grants 

Don Trashea 

Undergraduate Research Grants are now being offered through the Genesco Foundation. 
These grants are designed to aid undergraduates in the purchasing of supplies and equipment or 
to cover other expenses which the students might incur in their research projects. Expenses for 
travel to present research at professional or scholarly meetings may also be included. A maxi
mum of $500 will be awarded to each undergraduate grant recipient. 

Any student interested in applying for a research grant can pick up an application from the 
Office of Sponsored Research in Erwin 205 or the Geneseo Foundation in Erwin 202. All 
applications must be accompanied by a letter from a faculty member endorsing the proposal. 
Applications are due by March 12, 1993. Decisions on grant awards will be made before the start 
of spring break. 

If you have questions about the Undergraduate Research Grants please contact Roxanne 
Johnston, Assistant to the Vice President, College Relations and Development, at 245-5518. 
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University Faculty Senate Report 

The University Faculty Senate met January 29-30 at the State University of New York College 
of Environmental Sciences and Forestry. The meeting began with a welcome from President 
Ross S. Whaley from ESF followed by reports from Senate President Jim Chen and Vice · 
Chancellor Bill Anslow. The morning session also included a lengthy address entitled, "Access, 
Excellence and Pride" from Assemblyman Edward C. Sullivan, Chair of the Higher Education 
Committee in the State Assembly. 

Highlights of the report by President Chen included: 
-information on the budget and advocacy efforts 
-the success of the meeting at Geneseo with the Trustees 
-SCAP monies 
-Russian Ministry of Higher Education 
-report from the task force on College Entry Levei _Knowledge and Skill 
-Assessment at SUNY 
-personnel information 
-upcoming meetings 

Highlights of the report by Vice Chancellor Anslow included: 
-Graduate TAP phase out 
-Undergraduate TAP phase down 
-overview of the budget 

Highlights of the address given by Assemblyman Edward C. Sullivan included: 
-New York State needs a mix of private and public institutions 
-current trends that require attention 
--nontraditional students (40% are part time) 
--racial diversity 
--50% of all high school students want to go to college (28% of the population have college 

degrees) 
--irreverence for authority 
--too much borrowing of money 
-needs of higher education 
--foreign language requirement 
--more use of technology 
--more international programs 
--coordination of teaching and research 
--changing role of the community college 
--clearer goals for SUNY 
--against differential tuition 
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The afternoon session included session designed as a follow up to the one held at Geneseo with the 
Trustees . Senators were grouped by the five campus types and questions were formulated tor 
the discussion with the Chancellor. This was followed by a question/answer period with the 
Chancellor and an address by the Chancellor entitled "SUNY 2000- Learning Productivity". The 
afternoon ended with a presentation by the Senate Operations Committee on "Computer 
Networking and Information Resources." 

The questions to the Chancellor focused on the following: 
-News Day series 
-TAP changes 
-effect of K-12 on the budget 
-Graduate Research Initiative 
-ripple effect on enrollment as waiting lists are used 
-financial aid to graduate students 
-part time faculty 
-faculty rewards 

Highlights of the Chancellor's Address 
-there are four problems in higher education 
--financial strain on colleges/universities causing declining quality and accessibility 
--debts of students and families 
--high school students not sufficiently prepared 
--inadequate learning due to redundancy, disruption, wasted time (i.e. vacations) 
-Assumptions 
--there must be productivity advances in higher education 
--advances in productivity is not related to increased work loads for faculty and staff 
--advances in productivity must look to the learner 
--students can learn far more in a span of time than they do 
--learning should be individually paced 
--technology can help with self learning 
--there must be greater focus in undergraduate education (less major changing) 
--advanced graduate education must begin at earlier ages 
--cost must be viewed as present value of cost to final degree (cost cutting is overstepping 

productivity) 
-Productivity 
--increase college level learning during high school 
--stipulate "learning outcomes" as mastery for each course 
--maximize individualized and self paced instruction 
--implement year round learning 
--redesign faculty work load expectations and incentives 
--encourage earlier entry into graduate programs 
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Saturday morning's agenda included a business meeting with reports from each of the standing 
committees. Highlights of the meeting included: 
-the nomination of Jim Chen and Bill Reed (Brockport) for Chair of the University Faculty 

Senate 1993-1995 
-discussion on the presidential review process 
-discussion on campus names 
-information from the Task Force on Public Safety 
-information on cooperative relationships between campuses which grant doctoral degrees and 

those that do not 
-teaching as a part of graduate education 
-dates/ changes related to Awards and Programs 
-role of observers to Senate meetings 
-University Faculty Senate recognition for Excellence in Equal Opportunity and Affirmative 

Action 

1 would be glad to discuss any of the above information in more detail. Please feel free to call me 
at 5328. 

Respectfully submitted, 

c/~1~ 
Linda House 
University Faculty Senator 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
January 26. 1993 

PRESENT: D. Trasher (Chair), S. Bossung, J. Bushnell, W. Cook, C. Harter. L. House. A Pecchio, w. 
Rogers. P.Seaver. S. Sobel. D. Spencer, M. Teres, E. Wallace 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Trasher called the meeting to order at 2 :20p.m. 

Minutes from the Executive Committee Meeting of December 15 were approved as submitted. 

CHAIR'S REPORT: Chair Trasher reported that this semester there will be two new senators: Rich 
McCluskey will replace Cheryl Lougeay from Geography and will serve on the Curriculum CommiUee. and 
Bob Simon will replace John Haynie from Biology and will also serve on the Curriculum Committee. 

Over the winter break the Faculty Development Committee was terminated by the Provost. It had 
not met over the Fall semester. The Provost and the Faculty Affairs Committee are looking into a revised 
Faculty Development Committee. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: President Harter reported on the budget . The Governor's proposed 
budget (which is not necessarily what we'll get) looked relatively good. It covers negotiated pay increases. 
a small inflationary increase. an approximate 1% cut in operating . There is a net gain of $50 million. If the 
operating cut is truly 1% or less. Geneseo will be able to fill all replacements, a few. but not all, projected 
new positions, and have no cuts in existing staff and equipment. The proposed budget provides no 
money for new initiatives. 

Compared to other state agencies SUNY fared rather well; K-12 was cut $130 million, Bundy aid 
was also cut. Contrary to rumor, our new building is definitely happening. It's bonded. Groundbreaking will 
be in late Feb. or earty March. 

The Executive Committee discussed the agenda for the- upcoming Senate meeting on February 2. The 
agenda will be published in the January 27 Bulletin. 

March 30th's Senate meeting will be preceded by an All-College Senate meeting in order to take 
nominations from the floor. 

Provost Spencer commended W. Rogers for his work on the nuclear accelerator which is now up and 
working in Greene, and also the Ubrary in which GLOCAT (Geneseo Ubrary On-Une Catalog) is now on
line. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:10p.m. 
Minutes to be approved at next meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Sobel 
Secretary, College Senate 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE MINUTES 
February 2. 1993 

PRESENT: D. Trasher (Chair). S. Bossung. J. Bushnell. W. Cook, L. House. A. Pecchio, W. Rogers. 
P.Seaver, S. Sobel. M. Teres, E. Wallace 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Trasher called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. 

Minutes of the January 26 meeting were passed around, corrected, and will be submitted for approval at 
the next meeting. 

CHAIR'S REPORT: Chair Trasher reported on new faculty and student senators. Their names will be 
announced in this week's College Senate Bulletin. 

Chair Trasher attended a Local Governance meeting in Albany this past weekend. Topics discussed 
were total quality management and campus concerns (relations between faculty/administration/union) . 

UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATOR'S REPORT: L. House attended the University Faculty Senate 
Meeting this past weekend. She will present some brief highlights to the Senate today and write a full 
report to be printed in the College Senate Bulletin. 

FACULTY AFFAIRS COMMIITEE: W. Rogers asked for feedback on the new SOFI's, which have 
been returned to the faculty. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
Minutes to be approved at next meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

c§}vJa{Df,j} 
Sharon Sobel 
Secretary, College Senate 
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COLLEGE SENATE MEETING 
February 2, 1993 

CALL TO ORDER :Chair Trasher called the meeting to order at 4:05p.m. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA : Chair Trasher moved adoption of the agenda The motion was 
seconded and the agenda adopted with no discussion. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES : The minutes December 8 were approved without discussion. 

CHAIR'S REPORT : Chair Trasher welcomed the new faculty and student Senators. In addition to 
those listed on p. 182 of the College Senate Bulletin, Gary Debolt replaces Karen Swisher on the 
Curriculum Committee. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Neither President Harter nor Provost Spencer were able to attend today's 
meeting, therefore V.P.Levison reported on the Governor's proposed budget. The budget includes a 
$50 million increase for SUNY which is enough to cover negotiated salary increases. new budget 
openings and a modest inflationary increase. There is no money included for growth, new programs, or 
restoration of previous cuts.There is a negative lump sum of $11.8 million to be allocated to the campuses 
by the SUNY trustees. The budget assumes no tuition increase. 

Other state agencies did not fare so well--Tap was cut $30 million, Bundy aid was cut $3 million, School 
Aid was cut $130 million. 

Our new building was not affected by the budget--construction begins next Monday. When asked 
about parking complexities during construction, V.P.Levison reported that there would be little 
displacement until the summer. when alternate parking with shuttles would be implimented. 

UNIVERSITY SENATOR'S REPORT: L. House reported on the University Faculty Senate meeting 
which she attended this past weekend. She presented a brief report and will publish a lengthier one. 
Assemblyman Ed Sullivan ,Chair of the Higher Education Committee. spoke to the meeting about the 
changing role of the community colleges, the inclusion of a foreign language requirement, and his 
opposition to differential tuition. The Chancellor made a presentation of major changes for SUNY which 
he felt were visionary . These included a quarter system, more three year programs. more courses which a 
student could test out of, more computer courses. He selected five campuses on which to impose these 
new ideas. His plan received a mixed response from the senators. 

At the business meeting Jim Chen submitted his name to run for two more years as president. Also, 
nominations are being accepted for standing committees. 

During a discussion of SUNY campus names it was made known that all campus letterhead must include 
the SUNY symbol. 

CENTRAL COUNCIL REPORT: A. Pecchio reported that because of the growing problem of racial 
tension on campus the C. C. has created the Committee to Promote Cultural Harmony. Representatives 
from every committe centered in cultural background. as well as others. have been invited to meet to 
discuss this problem. The committee will adapt the Urban League Pledge to our campus and distribute it 
to students, faculty and administration. 

UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE :On behalf of the UCC E. Wallace moved for 
second reading of the program revision in Communications- Minor in Public Relations. page 154ofthe 
bulletin. Motion was seconded and passed with no discussion. 

On behalf of UCC E. Wallace moved for second reading of course revisions in Biology (BIOL381 Junior 
Seminar in Biological Research} and Communications (COMN 251 Broadcasting and Society. COMN 266 
Radio Production, COMN 270 Mass Media and Popular Culture . COMN 362 International Broadcasting, 
COMN 363 Advanced Television Production, COMN 364 Seminar : Issues & Problems in Broadcasting, 
COMN 367 Broadcast News. COMN 368 Critical Studies in Mass Media. COMN 370 Communication 
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Technology and Cultural Change, COMN 341 Public Relations Case Problems. COMN 345 Theories of 
Interpersonal Communication. COMN 105 Introduction to Journalism. COMN 275 News and Specialized 
Writing. COMN 301 Topics in Journalism). pages 155-156 of the bulletin. Motion was seconded and 
passed with no discussion. 

On behalf of UCC E. Wallace moved for second reading of the course deletion in Communications 
(COMN 303 Speech Writing), page 156 of the bulletin. Motion was seconded and passed with no 
discussion. 

On behalf of UCC E. Wallace moved for second reading of the new course in Theatre and Dance (DANC 
211 Cultural Dance of Asian Peoples). page 156 of the bulletin. Motion was seconded and passed with no 
discussion. 

On behalf of UCC E. Wallace moved for first reading of course revision HONR 302 Roots of 20th Century 
Science. page 178 of the bulletin. Motion was seconded and passed with no discussion. 

On behalf of UCC E. Wallace moved for first reading of new courses in FREN 326 The French Speaking 
World Outside Europe. and SPAN 326 Spanish-American Civilization. Motion was seconded and passed 
with no discussion. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS :A motion was made for second reading of the Non-Western Traditions 
Core Requirement. pages 162-165 of the bulletin. The motion was seconded and passed. 

W. Cook moved to reconsider the Calendar Proposal • pages 86-91.103 of the bulletin. Motion was 
seconded. K. Kallio spoke to remind the Senate why this procedure was taking place. Due to vocal 
dissatisfaction of a large number of faculty with the passage of the proposal on December 8 (specifiCally 
the ammendment which lengthened class time from the originally proposed 50fl5 minutes to 60/90 
minutes). a petition drive for a referendum began. 84 signatures were collected; only 10% of the faculty 
are needed to calf for a referendum. In order to avoid a referendum. which is a lenghthy process. this 
motion is being presented to the Senate. When asked what action would be taken if the Senate voted not 
to reconsider the proposal, K. Kallio reported that the referendum would go forward. The question was 
called. a vote was taken. the motion to reconsider the proposal was passed. 

W Rogers moved to divide the question into two segments:( 1) the 15 week parameters. to be 
considered first. and (2) the 50fl5 minu1e modules vs 60/90 minute modules to be considered second. 
The motion was seconded and passed. 

Dean Greenfield moved to accept the parameters for the semester as set forth in the committee's 
proposal and as affirmed in first and second readings The motion was seconded. After a brief discussion 
of whether the two segments could be considered independantry of one another. E. Gillin made a sub
motion for the Senate to consider an alternate calendar The sub-mot1on was seconded and an alternate 
calendar was passed out to the Senate. After discussion which featured the following points-- this 
alternate calendar complicates the scheduling of labs. rt ehmmates one week from the approved calendar. 
it doesn't meet the constraints within which we must operate. it has no more class days than the old 
calendar while starting before labor Day--the question was called and seconded. A vote was taken and 
the sub-motion failed. 

01scussion of Dean Greenfield's motion continued concernrng whether the Chancellor had been asked 
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whether or not less than 15 weeks was acceptable (yes. he was asked; no it was not) and why the 
committee didn't consult other SUNY calendars rather than reinventing the wheel ( the committee in fact 
had consulted a number of SUNY schedules and had combined what they felt were the best aspects of 
each). The question was called and seconded. A vote was taken and the motion was approved. 

The discussion now moved to segment {2) of the proposal--50175 minutes vs 60/90 minutes.K. Kallio 
moved to am mend the proposal which was approved on December 8, 1992 to read "50 minute (MWF) and 
75 minute (T/TH) classes" rather than 60 minute {MWF) and 90 minute (T/TH) classes". The motion was 
seconded. After a brief discussion the question was called and seconded. A vote on the motion to 
ammend the proposal was taken and passed with 53 votes for, 17 against and 2 abstentions. 

S. Edgar moved to arnmend the proposal to read "55 minute (MWF) and 83 minute {T/TH) classes•. The 
motion was seconded. There was a move to call the question which failed. The discussion included the 
following points: we need more time to make classes more inclusive; we are trying to train independant 
students; teaching takes place not only in the classroom: a lack of willingness to lose class time; learning 
inside the classroom is still important; shorter classes will give a stronger focus to the material; shorter 
classes will free up space for scheduling. The question was called and seconded. A vote was taken and 
the ammendment failed. 

The main motion was called and seconded. A vote was taken and the Calendar Proposal was passed as 
originally proposed on pages 86-91 & 103 of the Bulletin. 

As there was no additional business the meeting was adjourned at 6 :02p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Sobel 
Secretary, College Senate 
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MINUTES 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
February 9, 1993 

PRESENT: Kurt Cylke, Rich McCluskey, Bob Simon, ~eff Over, Wanda 
Spruill, Ed Gillin, Kathy Barsz, Daniel Nelson, ~oe McCartin, 
Linda O'Dell, Tara Colangione, Brett ~ames, Matt Brown, Laura 
Wrubel, Ed Wallace(Chair) 

GUESTS: ~oe Bulsys(communications), Larry Blackman(Philosophy) 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30pm. The adoption of 
the agenda was approved. The minutes of the last meeting were 
approved. 

Chair's Report: 
E. Wa 11 ace introduced the new members of the committee. Bob 

Simon has replaced ~ohn Haynie and will represent the Biology 
Department. Rich McCluskey has replaced Cheryl Lougeay and will 
represent the Geography Department, and Gary DeBolt has replaced 
Karen Swisher and will represent the School of Education. Two 
new student senators have also joined the committee. Tara 
Colangione and Bret James will replace outgoing student sepators 
Eric Carlson and John Rutigliano. 

E. Wallace reported that the new Curriculum Proposal forms 
have been distributed to the departments as hard copy. 
Departments that would like to receive copies in either IBM-PC or 
Macintosh format may request them from E. Wallace c/o the 
Mathematics Department. 

E. Wallace announced that the Senate Policy Committee has 
agreed to study the quest ion of "option a 1 c 1 ass hours" at the 
request of UCC. K. Barsz surveyed several departments that may 
be involved in this type of scheduling. The results of the 
survey have been forwarded toW. Cook, Chair of the Policy 
Committee. 

PROPOSALS 

New Course: 
COMM 317 - lnterculturat Communication 

~- Bulsys presented the proposal for Intercultural 
Communication to the committee and was questioned about the 
proposed rotation and the distribution of hours. The course w~ , . 

be offered in alternate years. The distribution of hours will be 
3(3-0). The proposal passed unanimously . 

Course Revisions 

PHIL 275- Philosophy of Language 
L. Blackman described the proposed change to UCC. The 

Philosophy Dept. nas conciuded that the material taught ;n PHIL 
275 is sufficiently rigorous to indicate that it should be 
offered as a 300 level course. PHIL 275 is currentiy part of the 
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Linguistics Minor. E. Wa 11 ace noted that on page 285 of the 
College Bulletin "Philosophy of Language" is 1 isted as PHIL 299. 
L. Blackman indicated that this is an error and will be correcte~ 
when the Bulletin is reprinted. B. Simon questioned whether a 
single 100 level prerequisite is sufficient for a 300 level 
course. L. Blackman felt that a second course in Philosophy 
would be appropriate. L. Blackman will consult with the 
Phi 1 osophy Department concerning this. The propos a 1 was tab led 
pending the outcome of this discussion. 

Program/Course Revision - Mathematics Major/Math 345. 
E. Wa 11 ace represented the Mathematics Department. The 

proposed changes are re 1 ates. The revision in the Mathematics 
Major involves a change in the related requirements. A course ir, 
Fortran was previously required in the major in large part 
because Math 345 ( Numer i ca 1 Methods) i nvo 1 ved programming that 
language. 
Since Pasca 1 is a preferred 1 anguage for secondary education math 
majors, the department has proposed that Pasca 1 be included as a 
programming 1 anguage option. In order not to exc 1 ude secondary 
education students from Math 345, the prerequisite for that 
course wi 11 be changed· to require a course in Fortran, Pascal, or 
the C programming language. 

A discussion ensured concerning the de 1 et ions of COMP 232, 
GSC I 343, and CHEM 320 from the opt i ens for re 1 a ted requirements . 
The proposal was tabled until explanations can be heard. 

Old Business -
The committee instructed the chair to forward a memo to the 

Chair of Computer Science concerning the unapproved change in the 
Computer Science Major that appears in the current Bulletin. 

New Business -
None 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 PM. 

196 



UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
SUMMARY OF APPROVED PROPOSALS 

February 9, 1993 

New Courses 

Department: Communications Course 

New Course Description: 

COMM 317 I ntercu 1 tura 1 Communication 

COMM 317 
intercultural 
Communication 

The purpose of this course is to provide the 
student with the theoretical and practical tools 
necessary to understand and attribute meaning to 
communicative behaviors during the process of 
intercultural communication. Discussions will 
focus on how culture influences the communication 
process and how cultural variations play a role in 
the process of communication. 
Prerequisite: COMM 103. 3(3-0). 
Offered Alternate Years 
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POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 9, 1993 

Attendance: Jim Boiani, Pam DeScisciolo, Graham Drake, Stacey Edgar, Fred Fidura, Mary Beth 
Haryan, Hans Koomen, David Levy, Jan Lovett, Sandra L. Miller, Jerry Reber, Brure 
Ristow, David Schubert 

Guests: Tom Greenfield 

Meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Nancy Kleniewsk.i who very ably served as chair in the al:sen~ 
of our noble leader Bill Cook. 

Two items were considered: 

Motion: Generally, College credit will be awarded for grades of 4 or higher on the Advanood 
Placement Examination of the College Entrance Examination Board. Departments may 
adopt a more stringent requirement. 

After a 20 minute lively discussion the motion was tabled until the next meeting. This will give both the 
Admissions' Office and the Dean's office time to consider the impact of the motion and to provide stat~ti~ 
data to help the committee make a more informed decision. The present college policy gives colle~ credit 
for a grade of 3 or higher on the AP exam. 

Motion as amended: Graduation with honors will be determined using the following table: 

Motion passed. 

Degree Honor Desienation 

Cum Laude 
Magna Cum Laude 
Summa Cum Laude 

Grade Point Average 

3.45 to 3.64 
3.65 to 3.79 
3.80 to 4.00 

The present policy (College Catalog page 59) is based on a percentage of the graduating class as follows: 

Degree Honor Designation 

Cum Laude 
Magna Cum Laude 
Summa Cum Laude 

Grade Class Standing 

Within top 15% 
Within top 7% 
Within top 2% 

This means that 15% of the graduating class graduated with honors. Dean Greenfield provided data for 
graduating classes for the past two years. His data gave the GPA cutoffs for the percentages listed aoo1~. 
They are: 

Cum Laude 
Magna Cum Laude 
Summa Cum Laude 

15% 
7% 
2% 

1.ill!l 
3.44-3.64 
3.65-3.80 
3.80-4.00 

1992 
3.48-3.66 
3.67-3.84 
3.85-4.00 

The committee meeting was adjourned at 4:58pm in keeping with W. Cook's policy of holding meetin~ tu 
one hour. 

Volunteered secretary, 

/l ' /Z4-<---
Jerry D. Reber 
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Feb. 10, 1993 

The the Graduate Affairs Committee met on Tuesday February 9th. The 
meeting was called to order at 4:05P.M. in the Brodie Fine Arts Seminar 
Room. 

Present were: Michael Broadway, John Sparrow, John Howard, John 
McCarthy, Michael Teres, and Tina Young (our new graduate student 
member replacing Candace Brown) Pat Seaver was the representative 
from the Foreign Language Department 

We reviewed two new graduate courses from the Department of Foreign 
Language & continued discussing Graduate Course/Program Evaluation. 

The Graduate Affairs Committee approved: 
Fren 426 The French Speaking World Outside Europe and 
Span 426 Spanish-American Civilization 

The Graduate Affairs Committee has decided to modify the current Annual 
Senior Survey (in addition to our SOFI's) for use as an assessment tool for 
our graduate program. 

At our next meeting, which will be on February 16, at 4:00P.M. in the Bro
die Fine Arts Seminar Room, we will review a new course proposal from 
the Department of Mathematics (Math 479 The Graphing Calculator in the 
Secondary Mathematics Classroom) and continue discussing the Annual 
Senior Survey . 

Michael Teres, Chair GA 
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Faculty Affairs Committee- 2/9/93 

Present: B. Anemone, J. Bearden, N. Beskind, B. Coffey, J. Ferrell, K. Kallio, J. Koch, 
P. McCarthy, S. McKenna, M. Mohan, K. Morse, W.Rogers (chair), E. Savellos, J. 
Somerville 

Meeting called to order at 4:05 by W. Rogers, chair 
The first item of discussion concerned various optmons on the usefulness of 

student written comments on the front sides of the recently processed SOFI forms. 
Reaction was mixed, some expressing the belief that responses were largely "re
phrasings" of the questions, and therefore uninformative, while others felt that responses 
were substantive and usefuL Many felt that the comments on the backsides were more 
informative and gave better and more constructive feedback to instructors. 

The main order of business was discussion of a proposed policy (drafted by the 
chair) regarding a possible way in which SOFI written comments might be made 
available as evidence of teaching effectiveness, for use in personnel decisions regarding 
renewal, promotion, tenure, etc. Presently, submission of SOFI written comments is not 
required of instructors being evaluated; only the numerical results are public. However, 
as a general practice, many voluntarily submit some or all of their SOFI written remarks 
as evidence of their teaching effectiveness. Since the committee has been investigating 
the possibility of formalizing the way in which at least some ponion of the written 
remarks might be made available for evaluation, the chair drafted what he proposed to be 
the "best scenario" policy, in light of information collected by the committee from 
interviews last semester and many of its extended discussions on the matter. In brief, the 
proposed policy involves the routine photocopying of the SOFI front sides, to be 
archived in the Office of Institutional Research. Any written remarks on the SOFI back 
sides would remain the property of the instructors. When a candidate comes up for 
review, the archived photocopies would then be available as evidence in assessing 
teaching quality, access being granted only to those formally part of the evaluation 
procedure. 

The discussion which followed was animated, to say the least. There were many 
strong opinions voiced, nearly all of them (except, of course, the chair's) against the 
adoption of such a policy. Many members felt that the two uses of SOFI remarks, 1) as a 
required part of personnel review material, and 2) as constructive feedback to the 
instructor, were patently incompatible. They felt that the "open" nature of 
communication between student and instructor would be compromised once submission 
was required. Many felt that written remarks from students should remain the sole 
property of the instructor, and that submission is best left as a voluntary action. Some 
questioned the usefulness of the front side remarks in evaluation as evidence of teaching 
quality. While the chair argued that addition of these front side remarks to the body of 
teaching evidence would be beneficial to candidates, and constituted a direct and 
constructive communication from students to the review committees, many members 
were apprehensive of their positive use, and instead believed that as long as submission 
was required, the written evidence would more likely act against a candidate. The 
committee will formally decide how to proceed with this issue at the next meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:15 pm 

Respectfully, Warren Rogers, acting secretary 
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