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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR: BUDGET ADVOCACY EFFORT 

I recently attended a meeting at which SUNY Vice-Chancellor of 
Governmental Relations Jim Ruhl introduced SUNY's first grassroots 
advocacy campaign aimed toward the Governor. We should all make an 
effort to send letters or postcards to Governor Cuomo between now and 
December to encourage him to support SUNY in his 1994/95 Executive 
Budget. 

Ruhl said that the budget situation continues to be serious. SUNY 
Central considers $84 million to be the bare bones amount necessary to 
continue operating at this year's level. SUNY's proposed 1994/95 budget 
includes a 1.2% increase for supplies and expenditures and an 8.4% 
increase for library acquisitions (which is less than book and journal 
subscription cost increases). Without a minimal budget of $84 million, it 
will be impossible for SUNY to maintain the level of excellence that has 
earned high rankings in such sources as Money and U.S. News and World 
Report. 

Ruhl provided the following advice: 

- Begin your letter on a positive note. Thank the Governor for 
supporting SUNY last year, and ask for continued support. Last 
year's budget saved the system, but this year we need 
improvement. 

- Don't suggest a tuition increase as a solution. 
- Personalized cards and letters are most effective. Mention 

the effects of the budget on your department and your 
students. 

- Your letter doesn't need to use numbers, but if you choose to 
use them, focus on the need for a bare bones budget of 
$84 million. 

We have all been asked to write these letters in the past, but we need 
to make a special effort this year. The fiscal situation remains critical, 
and our cards and letters will make a difference. I urge and encourage 
everyone to write to Governor Cuomo. 

If you need additional information on SUNY's budget proposal, stop by 
my desk in Milne Library's Reference Department. I am also collecting 
sample letters that people might use as a source of ideas, and would be 
glad to have copies of as many of your letters as possible. 

Thank you! 
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SABBATICAL APPLICATIONS 

Applications for 1994-95 Sabbatical and Title F leaves must be received 
in the Provost's Office, Erwin 205, no later than November 8, 1993. 

FALL ELECTIONS 

Ballots for the fall elections will be distributed to all faculty within the 
next week. 

Three people will be elected to the Committee on Nominations. They will 
join continuing members Marilynn Board {Art), Paula Henry {Libraries), and 
Gary Towsley (Mathematics). 

Nominees for the Committee on Nominations are: 
Susan Bandoni, Biology 
Kurt Cylke, Sociology 
Laura Doan, English 
Nicholas Paternostro, Libraries 
Dennis Showers, Education 
Joyce Wechsler, Education 

Two people will be elected to the Committee on Faculty Personnel. They 
will join continuing members Paula Henry {Libraries), Daniel Strang 
(Business), and Stephen West (Mathematics, replacing Ronald Herzman). 

Nominees for the Committee on Faculty Personnel are: 
C. Randy Bailey, History 
Robert Beason, Biology 
William Brennan, Geological Sciences 
Karen Duffy, Psychology 
Ray Lougeay, Geography 
Eugene Stelzig, English 

A SAMPLE BALLOT APPEARS ON THE NEXT PAGE. 
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SAMPLE BALLOT 

Directions: 
1 . Indicate your selections by placing a check mark J) in the blank at the left of 

the name. Vote for no more than two nominees for the Committee on Faculty 
Personnel and no more than three nominees for the Committee on Nominations. 

2. Place the completed ballot in the envelope stamped BALLOT, and seal the envelope. 

3. Fold the BALLOT envelope and place it inside the envelope that has your name 
printed on the label. 

4. Sign the outer envelope on the signature line. 

5. Give your completed ballot to your department secretary by Wednesday, Nov. 10. 

The Senate staff will collect ballots from department secretaries on Friday, November 
12, and election results will be announced at the College Senate Meeting on November 16, 1993. 

Item #1: Vote for no more than two. 
Nominees for the Faculty Personnel Committee 
{1993-1995 terms). 

C. Randy Bailey, History 
Robert Beason, Biology 
William Brennan, Geological Sciences 
Karen Duffy, Psychology 
Ray Lougeay, Geography 
Eugene Stelzig, English 

Item #2: Vote for no more than three. 
Nominees for the Committee on Nominations 
(1993-1995 terms) 

Susan Bandoni, Biology 
Kurt Cylke, Sociology 
Laura Doan, English 
Nicholas Paternostro, Libraries 
Dennis Showers, Education 
Joyce Wechsler, Education 
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University Faculty Senate Report 

The Fall meeting of the University Faculty Senate was held on October 1st 
and 2nd in Albany. This meeting was unique in that it was the first time 
the Senators, the Standing Committee Members, the Local Governance 
Leaders and the Executive Committee met as a group. The rationale for 
this change in format was twofold. It allowed the Senators and 
Committee Members to interact and provided an opportunity for the 
various Senate constituents to hear the Governor's address. 

October 1st- Morning Session 

The Governor addressed the Senate for forty minutes and answered 
questions for an hour and one half. The highlights of the Governor's 
address included: 
-7% unemployment rate 
-importance of technology . and philosophy working together 
-1985 flexibility legislation which took considerable budgetary power 

from him 
-Bundy aid will not increase 
-the need to balance excellence and access 
-a try to avoid budget cuts (no promises) 
-education and health are his two main priorities 
-plan to have three "high tech" high schools on SUNY campuses 
-need for use of "high tech" in all aspects of SUNY 
-important role of SUNY in health care (He is announcing a Task Force on 

Health Care) 

Afternoon- Plenary Session 

The plenary session began with the introduction of the Executive 
Committee and new Senators and a report on the health of the Chancellor. 
The President's report included the announcement of the two winners of 
the Affirmative Action Awards and a call for nominations for Vice 
President/Secretary of the Senate. 
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vommmee Heports: 

Undergraduate-A reminder about the conference on Assessment in the 
Areas of English and Mathematics to be held on October 29, 1993 at State 
University Plaza in Albany. 

Student Life- The topics that will be discussed this year are placing 
disciplinary statements on transcripts, faculty award for volunteerism, 
required immunization, transfer articulations, IFR spending, overcrowding 
in the classrooms, and violence on campus. 

Operations- Announcement of the conference entitled Information on the 
Technology for New Learning Environments (June 1-3, 1994)was 
disseminate. This conference was sponsored by SUNY FACT. 

Awards- A resolution drastically changing the award process was 
introduced. This resolution · called for a three year cycle on the various 
awards. This would result in a 1/3 decrease in · the number of awards. 
Considerable discussion ensued before the resolution was defeated. At 
the present time the award process in limbo. 

Other highlights of the report included: 
-Librarian award is still in process 
-there is no longer a Faculty Exchange Scholar program 
-Distinguished Service Professor Award still needs more criteria before 

any will be granted 
-Conversations in the Disciplines proposals are due in January 

Graduate- The committee members continued to discuss the question of 
train!ng in the. area of pedagogy for all Ph.D. Candidates. The use of grant 
momes to tram teaching assistants is being considered. 
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Saturday Morning 

Sharing of Concerns Session 

Representatives from the all Arts and Sciences colleges attended. 
Concerns included: 
-academic priorities and productivity 
-low freshman enrollments 
-more students with the need for individual attention-
-universal class lists 
-counting FTE's from summer school 
-library automation 
-salary compensation 
-training for the professoriate 
-faculty collegiate 
-credit for directed studies 
-up to 50% of the students are now transfers 

Provost Burke acknowledged all concern as well as answering questions on 
-Tier II, Ill and IV contributions 
-mid year budgetary correction ( we may not need this) 
-quality control of transfer credit from high school students 
-application of TOM 
-changing the benchmarks 
-different cost for freshman in a large lecture than a transfer junior 

The morning also included information on the budget as presented by Vice 
Chancellor Bill Anslow. 

The meeting was adjourned at Noon on Saturday. 

I have the following information, if you are interested. 

1. Call for presentation for the 1994 SUNY Conference on Instructional 
Technologies to be held June 1-3, 1994 in Albany, 

2. A copy of the preliminary budget information presented by Vice 
Chancellor Bill An slow. 
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3. A copy of the presentations from the Conference on Instructional 
Technologies June 9-11, 1993, 

4. The October 1993 Chancellor's Report. The key article is entitled 
"Enhancing the Productivity of Learning: An Imperative for American 
Higher Education" 

5. A copy of Studies in Public Higher Education with the feature article 
entitled, "Preserving Quality While Enhancing Productivity• by Provost 
Burke. 

6. A copy of the Chancellor's responses to the Senate actions at the 
Oswego meeting April 16-17, 1993. 

7. Sharing the Challenge the Report of the New York State 
Commission on Higher Education. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda House 
University Senator 




