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Announcements 

HAVE YOU WRITTEN 

YOUR SUNY ADVOCACY 

LETTER? 

... 
ASK YOUR DEPARTMENTAL 

SENATOR FOR INFORMATION. 

Treasurer's Report 

February 17, 1995 Balance 
new contributions 
February 24, 1995 Balance 

$6420.40 
+ 30.00 
$6450.40 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Barsz 
College Senate Treasurer 
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Faculty Affairs Committee Minutes 
February 21, 1995 

Present: Ganie DeHart (chair), Bob Anemone, Sharon Bossung, Kurt 
Fletcher, Bob Goecke!, Harold Hoops, Bronwyn Irwin, Don 
Jones, Bill Lofquist, Dolly Malik, Pat Murphy, Cary 
Silverman, Jianrong Wang 

The meeting was called to order at 4:15 p.m. 

The subcommittee chaired by Dolly Malik presented a draft revision of 
the SOFI. The chief rationale behind the revision was to make the 
issues addressed in the SOFI parallel those addressed in Form H1, the 
personnel evaluation form for academic staff. The draft consisted of 
12 questions--10 questions covering the three instructional domains 
found on the H1 (Intellectual Rigor, Classroom Performance, and 
Responsiveness to students) and the final 2 questions on the current 
SOFI (Recommend Instructor and Recommend Course). The 10 new 
questions were distributed among the three domains in accordance with 
the weightings on the H1--4 questions on rigor, 4 on classroom 
performance, and 2 on responsiveness. 

Discussion of the SOFI draft followed. The committee supported the 
general approach of making the SOFI cover the same issues as the H1 
form. Disagreement arose over the appropriate number of questions to 
include, with some members of the committee advocating an instrument 
with only five Hl-related questions and others expressing support for 
10 questions. 

Discussion then turned to the specific questions included in the 
draft. Major concerns expressed included: whether a question about 
communication skills was biased against non-English-speakers, whether 
questions about helpfulness of feedback and evaluation of assessment 
methods were redundant, whether assessment methods were really a 
measure of rigor, whether students were able to judge if an instructor 
was knowledgeable and up-to-date about the subject matter, what was 
meant by "intellectually challenging" and whether a qualifier such as 
"given the level of this class" should be added to a question on 
intellectual challenge, whether an item on instructor enthusiasm 
should be added, and whether the items should be worded in terms of 
"students in general" or "me." Other more specific issues were also 
raised about the wording of various items. 

It was agreed that the subcommittee would meet again on February 28th 
to incorporate the full committee's suggestions into a new draft. A 
draft of proposed changes to the demographic section of the SOFI will 
be circulated to the committee via e-mail, with comments to be 
returned to Bob Anemone. 

The next meeting of the full committee will be Mc.rch 7th at 4:30 p.m. 
in Sturges 2 8 . 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ganie DeHart 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
February 27, 1995 

Present: w. Spruill {Chair), K. Barsz, J. Bushnell, c. Dahl, G. 
DeHart, s. Fielding, A. Irwin, D. Johnson, K. Jones, s. 
Padalino, M. Teres, E. Wallace 

Excused: c. Harter, E. Wallace 

call to order: Chair Spruill called the meeting to order at 12:30 
pm. 

Approval of the minutes: The February 20 minutes were approved 
with the following amendments. In the Chair's report on p. 288, 
"Constitution" should read, "bylaws;" Central Council's report, 
"students" should read, "Student Association." In the curriculum 
report on p. 289, "winter session" should read, "intercession;" 
Graduate Affairs report, " There will be an effort made to send 
follow-ups so as to improve the response rate." should read, "The 
next survey will be sent directly to students on campus in order 
to improve the response rate." 

Provost's report: The CTF is sponsoring two meetings this week: 

* Interdisciplinary courses/study: March 2 at 4 pm in 
Greene 104A 

* Multicultural issues and the curriculum: March 3 at 
4pm in Newton 203 

There is no new budget information at this time. 

Faculty should be reminded that they cannot urge students to miss 
classes for the purpose of lobbying state officials. 

Curriculum Committee's report: The problems reported at the last 
meeting have become non-issues for Anthro 308 and Geol 271. The 
two courses unanimously passed. 

There are still some problems with the International Relations 
major revolving around equal access. UCC has tabled the matter. 
The program requires that students do internships in washington, 
D.C., however this may pose an economic harjship for some 
students. Discussion ensued. Some alternatives were offered such 
as making the internships optional, finding alternative ways of 
funding students, and packaging the IR major to include the cost 
of internships. · 

The revised B.A. in Geography was passed. 

Graduate Affair's Committee report: Will meet February 28 to 
discuss the graduate student survey. 
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There was discussion of M. Teres• Feb 27 memo regarding his 
proposal to establish a hard-wired Vax connection to the Geneseo 
Central School. The EC Chair noted that no final funding 
decisions have been made by the College Planning Council and that 
decisions not to fund any given proposal do not represent a vote 
of no-confidence. Decisions are more dependent upon available 
funds. It was noted that the EC should not be involved in making 
recommendations to the CPC since this would politicize grant 
awards. 

Faculty Affair's Committee report: The FAC SOFI subcommittee 
submitted its draft to the full Committee. Substantial discussion 
ensued and another revision will be necessary. Concern was also 
voiced about how to handle potential amendment issues on the 
Senate floor. It was suggested that each member of the committee 
plan to address likely areas of concern, and that the FAC draft 
be publicized in the Senate Bulletin and elsewhere. Some 
arguments were made to have a draft ready before the March 11 
Senate meeting so that members of the College community would 
have a chance to voice comments ahead of time. Presenting a SOFI 
draft on March 11 would be advantageous should the draft not pass 
the first reading, in which case there would still be two Senate 
meetings left to have first and second readings. 

Treasurer's report: We have received $30 in new contributions, 
bringing our balance as of February 17, to $6,420.40. 

central council's report: The letter writing campaign produced 
2,000 letters for the Wednesday and Thursday tally. Fifty 
students made the trip to Albany to demonstrate for SUNY. A rally 
is planned in the College Union from 10 to 3 pm on March 1. The 
students are also advocating a campus shutdown from 11:30 to 
12:30 

[Note: The Provost stated that the administration could in no way 
support this latter measure.] 

The Student Association will continue to assist people with 
advocacy letters. 

Old Business: A question was raised as to who is sitting on the 
Lockhart Professor Selection Committee. The· president has 
selected three people from the six candidates submitted by the 
EC. Nothing has been announced because things are just now being 
finalized. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:25 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Fielding 
Secretary, College Senate 
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GRADUATE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 28, 1995 

Members Present: S. Bandoni, L. Cardon, L. Friedland, M. LaCelle-Peterson, S. Landes, 
R. Lin, S. McKenna, L. Sancilio, M. Teres (chair), J. Tesser, M. Venturino 

Guest: K. Jones 

Members Excused: R. Lagesse, C. Yerdon (ex officio) 

Members absent: J. Chen 

The meeting was called to order at 4:03pm. The meeting was devoted to a 
discussion of the new annual survey of master's degree candidates which was distributed 
through the mail to recent graduates from Spring 1994. With the statistical results from 
the survey compiled by the Office of Institutional Research available to the committee, the 
members reviewed and evaluated the survey questions. Recommendations from the 
committee were made to add a few questions, and also to revise and reformat some of the 
questions for the survey to be distributed in 1995. There was also discussion of how to 
achieve a high response rate to the survey in order to make it as meaningful as possible. 
Since the survey has a written component as well, which is furnished to the respective 
departments together with the statistical summary, but which was not available at the 
meeting, it was decided that it would be informative to review these survey responses also 
at a future meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:09pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lew Friedland 
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