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· Announcements 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Excellence in Academic Advising Award 

Nominations are now being accepted for the President's Award 
for Excellence in Academic Advising. 

In order to qualify for this award, an individual must have 
completed at least three years of continuous service as a full 
time member of SUNY Geneseo's teaching faculty, must have 
completed at least three years of service as a faculty advisor at 
the College, and must have an advisement load equal to or greater 
than the mean for his or her department. Previous advisement 
award recipients are not eligible within five years of receiving 
the award. 

Faculty or students may submit letters of nomination to 
College Senate Vice-Chair Ed Wallace, Mathematics Department, 
Blake E-117, by March 1. 1995. 

Treasurer's Report 

January 20, 1995 Balance 
new contributions 
February 10, 1995 Balance 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Barsz 
College Senate Treasurer 
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Faculty Affairs committee Meeting 
Meeting of Feb 7, 1995 

Members present: Bob Anemone, Ganie DeHart (chair), Kurt 
Fletcher, Bob Goecke!, Carol Highshaw, Harold Hoops, Bronwyn 
Irwin, Donald Jones, Ray Lougeay, Dolly Malik, Pat Murphy, Cary 
Silverman 

The meeting was called to order at 4:02 pm. 

The purpose of this meeting was to decide whether the committee 
should propose modifying the SOFI's, and if so, whether to 
completely redo them or to make more modest changes. The 
committee reviewed a packet sent by the chair containing comments 
used by several departments, a student survey and several similar 
instruments by different schools. The committee felt that there 
was wide dissatisfaction with the instrument as it was, and 
should therefore be modified. However, it was also agreed that 
there is value in continuity and we should try to "tune up" the 
present instrument rather than start from scratch. One advantage 
of the present instrument is that individuals have a fairly large 
space for the respondents to provide written explanations of 
their ratings. A disadvantage of the present instrument is that 
the questions themselves may combine several different issues 
and/or may be unclear. One subcommittee will deal with the 
questions themselves. In particular there appears to be a desire 
to add a question pertaining to "rigor" or to "academic 
challenge", a reconsideration of question #3 (instructor 
enthusiasm) which was beloved by some and despised by others, a 
splitting of question #4 to separate issues of "class 
organization" away from "increasing knowledge," and a 
reconsideration of question #5 (recommend course) in the case of 
required courses. The other subcommittee will consider changes 
to the demographic questions such as whether there should be a 
question referring to the sex of the respondent, and the 
usefulness of questions dealing with the hours spent studying and 
the expected grade. 

The committee continued its examination of the relationships 
among scores on the various SOFI items and course grades. Bob 
Anemone and Pat Murphy reported on analyses they have been 
conducted using data obtained from Jim McNally. Lively 
discussion ensued. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 pm. 

Respectively submitted, 
Harold Hoops 
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POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 7, 1995 

Present: J. Boiani, K. Cooper, C. Cusack, S. Edgar, G. Gagnier, D. Hill, J. 
Hunter, M. Navarro, J. Over, A. Reynolds, M. Schinski, J. Williams, C. 
Mosca, T. Greenfield (guest), D. Metz 

Excused: E. Padalino 

Absent: M. Torres 

S. Edgar called the meeting to order at 4:05p.m. 

The meeting of the Policy Committee started with an explanation of the 
"Clean Slate Proposal" sent by Ms. Becky Glass, Interim Chair of Sociology 
to Mr. Steve Padalino, Chair of the College Senate Policy Committee on 
February 3, 1995. 

After the explanation by C. Mosca, S. Edgar (acting instead of Mr. 
Padalino, who was ill and could not make the meeting) explained that the 
committee could not act on this proposal in this meeting, but could start 
discussing it, as it would come back for discussion in the future, when the 
office of the dean looked into the matter and investigated different aspects 
of it. 
It was indicated that the dean should have some leeway to decide on this due 
to academic considerations. An investigation as to the existence of similar 
policies in other institutions would be conducted by the said office. The 
participation of the registrar and the possibility of the existence of certain 
standards among the community of registrars in regards to this matter was 
also discussed, as was the effect that the display of a number of poor grades 
and an excellent GPA would have on an employer, or other institution. 
The discussion of this topic ended with S. Edgar saying that members of the 
committee should keep this in mind, as the matter will come back up for · 
discussion at a later date. 

The second point of discussion was the class time module. The Executive 
Committee has decided they should not be acting instead of the Policy 
Committee and not permit us from discussing it. 
It was decided that this meeting was an appropriate time to start a discussion 
on the subject, although no conclusion would be reached, unless the 
Committee decided not to discuss the issue at all this year. 
The discussion touched briefly on the following aspects of the issue: 
-Time schedule for discussion of the class time module by the policy 
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committee and the Senate, in order to have it in place in the Fall of%. 
-The Senate should probably have its approval by the end of December of 
1995. A decision should be made before the end of 1995, so the people who 
work on the schedules know what kind of module to work on. 
-Consideration of time, to put any changes in the catalog of 1996. Info 
should be in by the Spring in order to put in any last minute changes. 
-The question of the possibility of going back to the old semester schedule, 
with the new administration in Albany was raised. 
-Any changes would be made in the Fall of 1996. 
-The issue could be discussed further in the current Policy Committee, or 
either put forward or passed on to next year's policy committee, or wait and 
experience it for the whole year and have the policy committee deal with it. 
-The possibility of creating a questionnaire was discussed, coming to the 
consensus that the numbers would certainly show better what the faculty 
thinks. 
-The increase or decrease of hours of work (contact hours), as a result of 
adopting any module could become a union issue. Senate wquld have to 
coordinate with the union on this matter. 
-The decrease/increase of contact time with the students was also discussed. 
-Discussion went into October break and its effect on class time. 
-Members of the Committee gave different views and experiences on the 
subject under discussion, pointing out that the module has not been given a 
fair chance, and should be given a full year. 
-Certain comparisons with other institutions were made, and it as indicated 
that more investigation should go into this aspect. 
-The discussion also touched on the considerations that needed to be 
addressed in order to make changes to the schedule, in order to satisfy some 
of the needs of the students, such as summer employment and mid-Fall 
break. 
-Many other separate issues need to be discussed in relation to this topic, 
which involves students, faculty, laws, union, etc. 
-S. Edgar offered to look into this matter with other SUNY schools. 

S. Edgar adjourned the meeting at 5:00p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I{~ rJ <.vr-z..tt..._). 

M. Navarro 
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EXECUTIVE CCHa'l"l'EE MINUTES 
February 13, 1995 

Present: w. Spruill (Chair), K. Barsz, J. Bushnell, G. DeHart, s. 
Edgar, s. Fielding, c. Harter, L. House, A. Irwin, D. Johnson, 
K. Jones, M. Teres, E. Wallace 

Bxcuseda c. Dahl, s. Padalino 

Call to order: Chair Spruill called the meeting to order at 12:30 
pm. 

Approval of the minutea: The February 6 minutes were approved 
with the following amendment--p. 267 under the curriculum 
report, "multicultural core" should read "multicultural 
requirement." 

Treasurer's report: We have received $35 in new contributions, 
bring our balance to $6,400.40 as of Feb. 10. 

central council'• report: A new student senator, N. Holland, has 
been appointed to the Student Affairs Committee. 

Graduate Affair'• Committee report: No report, pending analysis 
of the graduate survey. 

student Affairs committee•• report: K. Pennington will join the 
next meeting to discuss student parking. The SAC will also have a 
representative from the Safe-Escort Service. 

Policy committee•• report: In reference to B. Glass• memo of 
February 3 requesting consideration of a "clean slate" policy 
for returning adult students, the EC voted that this should be 
taken up by the PC. The PC will discuss this request. The Dean's 
Office is also in the process of seeing what the policy is at 
other schools. 

The PC will not take up the issue of the 60 minute hour until 
next academic year. Any potential changes would not take effect 
until the 1996-97 academic year. 

President'• report: The news continues to be grim. The 
legislature has 30 days in which to amend the Governor's budget. 
However, the Governor has stood fast and says that he won't amend 
his budget. At this point one can only say that the budget is a 
catastrophe for SUNY. 

It's still impossible to forecast what this means for Geneseo 
since we don't know how the SUNY Trustees would distribute the 
cuts. Personnel would be the last to be cut, but some position 
cuts mav be necessary. · 
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There was extensive discussion about how to encourage letter 
writing among the faculty. Senators should raise this in their · 
departments. Pre-addressed envelopes, addresses of 
representatives, and a list of key words and issues from which to 
frame a letter will be made available. Faculty and staff should 
write to their local representatives and the Governor. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:22 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
steve Fielding 
Secretary, College Senate 
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MINU'l'ES OF 'l'HE COLLEGE SENA'l'E 
February 14, 1995 

Pr•••nt: w. Spruill (Chair), P. Alley, M. Allison, R. Anemon~, s. 
Bailey, s. Bandoni, K. Barsz, J. Boiani, D. Bradford, K. Bro~kou, 
J. Bushnell, P. case, K. Cooper, K. cylke, c. CUsack, c. Dahl, G. 
DeHart, T. Dietriech, s. Edgar, B. Farah, s. Fielding, K. Fletcher, 
L. Freidland, G. Gagnier, R. Goeckel , W. Gohlman, J. ~rayson, R. 
Hall, s. Hanft, c. Harter, R. Hartman, A. Hatton, D. H111, N. 
Holland L. House, H. Hoops, J. Hunter, A. Irwin, B. Irwin, D. 
Johnson: J. Johnston, D. Jones, K. Jones, s. M. Kim, M LaCelle
Peterson, s. Landes, c. Leary, R. Lin, A. Macula, D. Malik, R. 
McCluskey, s. McKenna, D. Metz, c. Moska, T. Mullins, M. Navarro, 
J. over, J. Pirone, P. Schacht, M. Schinski, s. Shonk, R. Spear, M. 
Teres, M. Torye, A. Touissant, M. Venturino, E. Wallace, J. Wang, 
D. Watt, A. Whitehead, L. Wrubel, A. Zakrocki 

Bzcused: s. Padalino 

Ab•ent: s. Andrews, s. Berds, J. Dechario, T. Greenfield, c. 
Highsaw, J. Kimbal, K. Levison, B. Lofquist, R. Lougeay, T. 
MacPherson, J. Mccartin, P. Murphy, K. Pennington, A. Reynolds, L. 
Sancilio, c. Silverman, E. Thompson, 

Call to order: Chair Spruill called the meeting to order at 
4:03p.m. 

Approval of the agenda: Move to adopt the agenda appearing on p. 
263 of the senate Bulletin, with the following addition: Provost's 
report to follow the Pres_ident. Motion carries. 

Approval of the minutes: The top of p. 248, "UCC moves for the 
waiving of the first reading •••• " should read, "UCC moves for 
the second reading of the course deletion of Chem 360, p. 157." The 
minutes were approved as amended. 

President'• report: The proposed budget would be catastrophic if 
enacted. Some cuts may be necessary but these are too much too 
fast. SUNY bears half of the total reduction in the general 
discretionary fund budget. No other agency has received a cut as 
great as SUNY. This represents a 31.5% reduction of tax support, 
which equals $290M.- $74M are actual cuts and $215M are increased 
revenue, mostly tuition amounting to $1300 per student. 

Just 10 years ago SUNY's operating budget received 90% TAX SUPPORT. 
If these proposed cuts are enacted, our tax support would fall to 
43.5 % of our operating budget. The ratio of income & state 
appropriation would reverse from 1992/3, making tuition and private 
donations the bulk of our budget. 
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If we don't get the proposed revenue, we would receive additional 
budget cuts. Thus it is very important to avoid focusing on smaller 
tuition increases alone. Everyone has to focus on the real issue-
tax reduction support. 

These proposed cuts do not include EOP, which would be eliminated. 
This would affect about 14,000 low income students. Although we 
have the most affluent students in SUNY, this would affect Geneseo. 
Overall, 50% of EOP students are minority. Thus when you include 
EOP, TAP (mostly private) we are looking at cuts totaling $344M in 
tax reduction support. 

50 % of our students at Geneseo come from families with income 
below $60,000. These are not wealthy people. We also have some 
non-traditional students and they are not considered within these 
cuts. To make matters worse, the proposed revenue increases do not 
factor in the tact that many students would drop out should these 
cuts take place. 

Campus closings are possible, but this reduction would be the most 
politically charged, since there are campuses in every legislative 
district. All of these budget cuts are proposed for the 95/96 year. 
We must either get our legislators to dramatically reduce these 
cuts, or if not, we must buy time. 

Senate floor: What constitutes a reasonable cut? The President 
replied that we can't get an answer. We [Presidents) have no 
authority to give out a number. 

Senate floor: What about closing departments? Reply--Bartlett did 
do that at oregon. We may be told to do that, but this is 
speculation at this time. It's possible that due to our excellence 
we may receive a smaller cut than other campuses, but we can't be 
sure. 

In respect as what to do, people are strongly encouraged to write 
letters to their legislators and the Governor about the size of the 
tax support reduction. People should write to the Governor, 
particularly if they voted Republican. 

However, DO NOT use institutional stationary/postage, as it is 
against the law to use state resources for lobbying. Students, 
friends, and parent groups make the best advocates since the 
faculty and staff are seen as merely protecting their jobs. 

The best argument is economic. SUNY is part of the economic 
solution, not the problem. We train productive citizens, 80% of 
whom remain within the state. 

There is a sample letter in your hand-out. Use it as it stands or 
rephrase it, but send it to your local representative. But again, 
DO NOT use letterhead or College postage. 
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(Note: The Chair thanks The President's office for providing the 
data necessary for letter writing, and A. Hatton for composing the 
letter.] 

Provost'• report: [209] The CTF will hold its 3rd forum February 
16 in Newton 202 at 12:45 pm. The CTF is broadening its discussions 
to include discussions about the foreign language requirement, 
internships and other extra-class learning opportunities, 
integrated and interdisciplinary courses, multicultural 
requirements, and whether quantitative reasoning skills should be 
required for all students. These will be held from February 22 to 
March 9. We want to encourage people to talk across department 
lines. 

There will also be similar sets of meetings for students on these 
topics. 

The current core committees will be solicited on their realted 
issues. 

Chair•• reportz A call for nominations for excellence in academic 
advising is posted on p. 262 of the S.B. Nominations should be sent 
to Ed Wallace. Senate nominations should be sent to members of the 
Nominations Committee as listed on p. 262. 

Treasurer's report: We have received $35 in new contributions, 
bring our balance to $6,400.40 as of Feb. 10. 

A second letter of appeal has been sent out. If you did not 
contribute the first time please consider donating to the Senate 
fund now. Most of the funds are used for people in the College who 
have experience some crisis. 

University Paculty Senator•• reporta See report pp. 272-273 of SB. 

The University Senate is looking for nominations for standing 
committees. See L. House for a nomination form. 

J. Chen's term as Senate President ends this year. P. Nickerson 
(Health Science Center at Buffalo) and v. Macedo (SUNY Albany) 
have been nominated for the next president. 

L. House announced that she will not remain in the UFS since after 
10 years she feels it is time for new leadership. 

central Council: Daniel Kim resigned February 1 as Director of 
Student Affairs for the Student Association. central council 
appointed L. Ryan. 

The Student Association will be coordinating a letter writing 
campaign to lobby the legislature from February 22-24 in Newton, 
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the College Union, Red Jacket Dining hall, the Hub, and Letchworth 
Dining Hall. Students, staff, and faculty may mail letters at the 
student Association's expense. 

Mark Czerniel, Andra Schnabolk, Pallavi Wagle, and Diane Koepfer 
are no longer student senators. Carolyn Mosca, Jeanee Grayson, 
Alfred Touissant, and Norma Holland have been appointed to the 
College Senate. 

Policy Committee's report: The PC has begun discussing the so 
minute class hour. There is no business at this time. 

curriculum committee's report: Move for the first reading course 
revision French 326 to be added to the Multicultural requirement. 
There is a modification of the course description as it appeared on 
p. 256. It now reads 'as follows: 

The purpose of this course is to attract students' attention 
to the civilizations of some North African, Black African, and 
Caribbean countries as well as Quebec, and to how they were 
affected, mainly through colonization, by French Culture. 
Geographical, historical, political, cultural, religious, 
folklorical, artistic, and literary aspects of these countries 
will be studied. 

The motion carries. 

The next ucc meeting will be held Feb 21 in Welles 209 at 4pm. 

Graduate Affairs committee report: The GAC will meet in two weeks 
with K. Jones. 

student Affairs committee report: Will meet Feb 28 to discuss 
student parking as stated on p. 268 of the S.B. The meeting will be 
attended by K. Pennington and Mr. Jagodzinski. All are welcome to 
attend this meeting if you have parking related questions, or send 
comments to o. Johnson. 

Paculty Affairs committee report: Working on a revision to the 
SOFI. Anyone who has strong opinion on this should get in touch 
with G. DeHart. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Fielding 
Secretary, College Senate 
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