
'.) 

COLLEGE SENATE BULLETIN 
State University of New York at Geneseo 

Archive Copy 
Milne Librar)' 

MILNE LIBRAR 
SERIALS 0 ... ~pR0CUMEN;c , TMENT 

DFC 6: 1994 
~''NY GENES~o GENESEO 

, NEW YORK 14454 

Bulletin No. 12 
Pages 187-215 
December 2, 1994 

CONTENTS 

Page 
188 
188 
189 
190-215 

Topic 
Announcements 
Treasurer's Report 
Executive Committee Minutes (November 21, 1994) 
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Minutes 
(November 22, 1994) 

Correspondence: wanda G. Spruill, JWJ School of Business 
Welles 218A E-mail: Spruill Phone 245-5361 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

.. .• ~ 

Fall Elections Results 

. Nominations Committee--1994-96: 

w. Edgar 
P. Murphy 
H. Pato 

Personnel Committee--1994-96: 

P. Henry 
J. Willey 
S. West 

Treasurer's Report 

November 15, 1994 Balance 
new contributions 

November 15, 1994 Balance 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Barsz 

188 

$6125.40 
+ 70.00 

$6195.40 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
November 21, 1994 

Present: w. Spruill (Chair), K. Barsz, J. Bushnell, c. Dahl, G. 
DeHart, s. Fielding, D. Johnson, M. Teres, E. Wallace 

Excused: c. Harter 

Absent: L. House, A. Irwin, K. Jones, s. Padalino 

Call to order: Chair Spruill called meeting to order at 3:36 pm. 

Approval of the minutes: The Nov. 14 minutes were approved as written. 

Provost's report: President Harter is at the national meeting of the 
Association of State Colleges and Universities. She is the Vice-Chair 
of one of their commissions. 

The CTF newsletter is being printed. The first in the series of 
curriculum forums will be held as announced in the November 14 
minutes. This information should be in people's boxes as early as 
tomorrow. The first forum will be held Dec. 1 at 4 pm in Newton 202. 

The Technology Task Force {TTF) list of potential members has been put 
together. I am in the process of persuading these people to join. As 
soon as they have agreed I'll tell you who they are. It's going to be 
a fairly large task force and fairly representative. 

Chair's report: There was no formal report, but discussion ensued 
about the issues of college buses leaving before the end of classes, 
and student attendance. The EC recommended that the Chair meet with s. 
Padalino of the Policy Committee and discuss this issue with K. 
Pennington so that a motion could be brought to the Senate floor on 
December 12. 

Treasurer's report: The Senate has paid $40.70 for letterhead, and 
$500 to Judy Nobles. $60 has been received in new contributions, 
bringing the Senate's balance to: $6,125.40 as of November 15. 

Just to note: Only those sums in excess of $500 need to be approved by 
the entire Senate. 

The Chair suggested that the EC consider whether it should bring a 
resolution to the Senate floor authorizing a contribution to the 
faculty development fund. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Fielding 
Secretary, College Senate 
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UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
November 22, ~994 

· h d D Watt K. cylke, P. Alley, A. Zakrocki, M. 
Present: A. - Whlte ea ' • ' · A M cula J J h t 

R. McCluskey, K. Bro1kou, · a , . o ns on, K. Torres, R. Spear, 
Jones, L. Wrubel 

Absent: None 

Guests: s. Padalino, J. Reber, J. Boiani, G. Scragg 

The meeting was called to order at 4:08. 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved. 

PROPOSALS 

A motion was made to approve the new courses: ANTH 101, 216, 243. 

A motion was made to table the new course proposals in Anthropology. 
The motion passed. 

A motion was made to approve the revised courses CSCI 121, cscr 131, 
215, the revisions to the BA in Computer Sciences, and revisions to 
the Information Systems Minor. The motion proposals passed (See 
attached). Please note that the changes to the Information Systems. 
Minor includes revisions of CSci 2 04, 215, 2 52, and deletions of CScl 
225 and 305. 

A motion was made to approve the new course PHYS 120. The motion 
passed (see attached) . 

OLD BUSINESS 

A Motion was made to remove PHYS 3 61/3 6 2 from the table. The Motion 
passed. 

A motion was made to delete PHYS 360 and s 361 add the new courses PHY and 362. The motion passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at @ 4:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kurt Cylke 
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FORMR 

PROPOSAL FOR A MINOR COURSE CHANGE 
OR 

COURSE DELETION 

Note: Departments may submit proposals for minor course changes and course deletions by 
summarizing them within a memorandum. Specific information is essential, and the following form 
must be attached. 

To: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 
(20 Copies for UCC, 10 copies for GAAC) 

X 

From: Greg Scragg, Chair/Computer Science 

Date: Oct 31, 1994 

Subject: Minor course change(s) and/or course deletion(s) to be effective: 

Fall 1995 

Fall/Spring/Summer Year 

Current Catalog 
Number(s) 

CSci 121 

Current Title Change(s)* 

Scientific Programming Allow the course to be 
taught in a "large 
lecture/small lecture" 
format. (This requires nQ 

change to catalog 
description, but please see 
the attached detailed 
explanation. ) 

See attached for 
justifications. 

*Describe changes proposed in catalog number, course title, course description, or course 
prerequisite(s). If a change in credit hours is being proposed, include distribution of lecture and 
activity/lab/studio hours; e.g. 3 (2-2). For each revision proposed, indicate the course duration. If a 
course deletion is proposed, so note. 

Please indicate any changes this revision will have on course rotation. 



Explanation of the Change 

Whenever possible, we wish to teach CSci 121in a "large section/small section" fonnat The course 

would continue to meet three hours per week, but not all three lectures would be in large (e.g., 100 
students) lectures. For one lecture per week, we will break the large lecture into smaller (e.g., 25) 
lectures. Each student enrolled in the course would thus attend 2 hours per week in a large lecture hall 
situation and one in a smaller lecture. 

This does not necessitate a change of the catalog description; the course content remains unchanged. 

It does, however, require that the Master Schedule explicitly indicate the need for students to sign up 
for one large lecture and one small lecture. 

All sessions, large or small, will present new material. No lecture simply reviews material presented 

in an earlier meeting of the course. 

Justification for the Change 

Smaller classes can present new material better, with more interaction and feedback. On the other 

hand, large classes are easier to staff. The large lecture/small lecture fonnat provides a compromise 

between the two approaches. Since teaching a multiple small sections of a wide variety of introductory 

courses (e.g., CSci 104, 114, 121, 131, 141, 142,204,216, 230) all in a small lecture format is not 

feasible, this approach assures that students will have at least some classes taught in the more intimate 

small-lecture format 

In addition, we plan to hold the small lectures in rooms equipped with computer work-stations (in 

a ratio of one machine to one student) enabling students to experience new topics as they are covered. 

The faculty member can demonstrate material, requiring students to interact with that material rather 

than simple write it down in their notes. For example, a student can not only view the graph of a 

function, but can vary the parameters and witness the effect It also allows tests to cover problems that 

would be impractical (or impossible) without the aid of a computer. This approach has been used 
successfully at many liberal arts schools, including Grinnell, Swarthmore, Smith, Hamilton, Williaro 
& Mary, Calvin, Washington & Lee and many others. 



FORMR 

PROPOSAL FOR A MINOR COURSE CHANGE 
OR 

COURSE DELETION 

Note: Departments may submit proposals for minor course changes and course deletions by 
summarizing them within a memorandum. Specific information is essential, and the following form 
must be attached. 

To: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 
(20 Copies for UCC, 10 copies for GAAC) 

From: Greg Scragg, Chair/Computer Science 

Date: Oct 31, 1994 

X 

Subject: Minor course change(s) and/or course deletion(s) to be effective: 

Fall 
Fall/Spring/Summer 

Current Catalog 
Number(s) 

CSci 131 

Current Title 

Introduction to 

Programming 

1995 
Year 

Change(s)* 

Allow the course to be 

taught in a "large 

lecture/small lecturen 

format. (This requires .D..Q 

chancre to catalog 

description, but please see 

the attached detailed 

explanation.) 

See attached for 

justifications. 

*Describe changes proposed in catalog number, course title, course description, or course 
prerequisite(s). If a change in credit hours is being proposed, include distribution of lecture and 
activity/lab/studio hours; e.g. 3 (2-2). For each revision proposed, indicate the course duration. If a 
course deletion is proposed, so note. 

Please indicate any changes this revision will have on course rotation. 



Explanation of the Change 

Whenever possible, we wish to teach CSci 131 in a "large section/small section .. format. The course 
would continue to meet three hours per week, but not all three lectures would be in large (e.g., 100 
students) lectures. For one lecture per week, we will break the large lecture into smaller (e.g., 25) 
lectures. Each srudent enrolled in the course would thus attend 2 hours per week in a large lecrure hall 
situation and one in a smaller lecture. 

This does not necessitate a change of the catalog description; the course content remains unchanged. 
It does, however, require that the Master Schedule explicitly indicate the need for students to sign up 
for one large lecture and one small lecture. 

All sessions, large or small, will present new material. No lecnrre simply reviews material presented 
in an earlier meeting of the course. 

Justification for the Change 

Smaller classes can present new material better, with more interaction and feedback. On the other 
hand, large classes are easier to staff. The large lecture/smalllecnrre format provides a compromise 
between the two approaches. Since teaching a multiple smap sections of a wide variety of introductory 
courses (e.g., CSci 104, 114, 121,131, 141, 142,204,216, 230) all in a smalllectureformatisnot 
feasible, this approach assures that students will have at least some classes taught in the more intimate 
small-lecture format 

In addition, we plan to hold the small lectures in rooms equipped with computer work-stations (in 

a ratio of one machine to one student) enabling students to experience new topics as they are covered. 
The faculty member can demonstrate material, requiring students to interact with that material rather 
than simple write it down in their notes. For example, a student can not only view the graph of a 
function, but can vary the parameters and witness the effect It also allows tests to cover problems tliat 
would be impractical (or impossible) without the aid of a computer. Tills approach has been use!! 
successfully at many liberal arts schools, including Grinnell, Swarthmore, Smith, Hamilton, William 
& Mary, Calvin, Washington & Lee and many others. 



FORMP 

P:£\op
0 

AV fOR A. NEW OR REVISED PROGRAM 
S (TO pe SUbmitted for local approval) 

Date: March 4.1994 

Degree Program: 

031\, Bs, 13s in Edu, MA, MS in Edu, Other) 

Major/Minor: r 

New Program:----- Revised Program: __ x....._ __ 

Area of Cenification (if applicable): _--LN.:.~.I._..A _____ _ 

Permanent. ___ _ Provisional~----

I. General Description of Program, including justification for the proposal. Attach 

additional sheets if necessary. 

We are eliminating CSci 252 from the list of eligible 200 electives since the 
course no longer exits. 

II. Are present faculty resources adequate to support this new/revised program? 

(Please note: UCC approval of a new program does not imply that additional resources 

will be available for its implementation). 

Y e s_.......,X....__ No __ 

If no, explain how implementation will be achieved. Attach additional pages as needed. 

ill. Supporting Services 

A. Library- Are present library resources adequate to support this program? 

Y e s __ Xu.....__ No __ _ 

If no, specify periodicals and approximate number of volumes needed. Is department 

budget sufficient to cover the additional library holdings? 

Rev. 11/92 



Greg \V. Scragg, Chairperson (Fraser 105) 
Professor. G. Scragg. Associate Professor: D. Baldwin. Assistant Professors: T. Grygiel, J. 
Koomen, R. Lin, L Talwar. Lecturers: L. Bryant, H. Farian, , C. Lougeay, N. Schornstein. 

Preparation . 
Students planning. to pursue a program in Computer Science should have a bener than average 
background in high school mathematics. Normally, Computer Science majors should take Math 221 
and a computer science course the flrst semester of their freshman year. 

Bachelor of Arts Degree 

Basic Requirements 
One College level introduction to Computer Science course 
CSCI 141 C/Introduction to Computer Science 
CSCI 142 Principles of Computer Science 
CS CI 241 Computer Organization 
CSCI 242 Analysis of Algorithms 
CSCI 341 Theory of Languages 
CSCI 342 Theory of Computation 
CSCI 343 Operating Systems 

or 
CSCI 331 Compiler Construction 

Electives: 

27 semester hours 
3 
4 
4 
4 
"' J 

3 
3 
3 

12 semester hours 

~OTE: The 12 credits shall include at least 9 credits at the 300-level, numbered CSCI 330 or aoove. 
Presentlv this includes: 
CSCI 330 Data Communications 
CSCI 331 Compiler Construction (if not used for the Basic Requirement) 
CSCI 335 Computer Graphics 
CSCI 343 Operating Systems 
CSCI 352 Systems Design 

(if not used for the Basic Requirement) 

CSCI 365 Theory of Database Design 
CSCI 372 Microprocessor Interfacing 
CSCI 376 Artificial Intelligence 
CSCI 380 Computer Architecrure 
CSCI' 383 Disnibuted Systems 
CSCI 384 Parallelism 

All 200-level courses numbered CSCI 230 or above are acceptable except CSCI 271. 
Presentlv this includes: 
CS CI 2.30 Digital Electronics 
CSCI 232 Numeric Methods 
CS.C_L,2~3-.-C)J"9~~~ ang U ni~ 
-~CSCI l~252;;.FiJe.StnictiireJ ) ~ 
CSCI 272 Forrran as a Second Language 
CSCI 276 Lisp as a Second Language 

3 
3 
"' .J 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

., 

.J 

3 
l 

:'!"1'""' -:.:;~.;. ~· 1 

1 
1 

Related Requirements: 
:..lath 221 C/Calculus I 

14 semester hours 
.1 

.\t!ath 222 Calculus II 4 
" Math 237 Discrete Mathematics 

One Mathematics course, Math 223 or higher 

.J 

3 

~tinimum Competence Requirement _ 
A grade of C-or bener is required for each of the followmg courses: All basic requirements. 
i.e., CSCI 141, 142,241,242,341, 342,343/331. rev.4/9
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FORMO 

ACTION ON A PROPOSAL FOR A CURRICULAR CHANGE 

To: Undergraduate Cuniculum Committee and/or 
Graduate Academic Mfairs Committee 

(20 copies for UCC consideration- 100- > 399 courses; 
10 copies for GAAC consideration- 400- > 999 courses) 

From: Greg Scragg 
(Name) 

Date: Oct 31, 1994 

~arure of Proposal (Please indicate): 

Information Systems Minor 
(Program Name/Course Title) 

Computer Science 
(Deparnnent or Division) 

( ) New 

(X) Revised 
( ) Delete 

( ) Course 
(X) Program 

(Subject Prefix & Course Number) 

Date of Department Acceptance: ___ ...-!0'"'-clo<..lt~ . ..!,.31.~.....,.~,1,L99.t..:.4z._ _____ _ 

~umber of Voting Members in Department:._--"''----

~umber of Voting Members Present for this vote: __ "'----

Deparnnent Vote: Pro. ___ Con __ _ Abstain. ___ Unanimous_x_ 

Depamnent Chairperson: Approved 

Disapproved 

(X) 

( ) ~-~1 ' . / _, 
(Signatuf~) ~ --TWO COPIES OF THIS PROPOSAL SHOUill BE FORWARDED TO 

I 

THE OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE 
********* 
ACTIONS 

APPR. APPR./ NOT Signature Date 

REV.* APPR. 

FOR UCC ( ) ( ) ( ) 
FORGAAC ( ) ( ) ( ) 
FOR SENATE ( ) ( ) ( ) 
PRESIDEl\11" ( ) ( ) ( ) 

*See attachment for approved revisions Rev.: 



Form P Attachments 
Revision of Information Systems Minor 

I. General Description of Program, including justification for the proposal. 

and 
IV. Outline of the program requirements- If the proposal is a program revision, include a clear 

comparison to the existing program. If the proposal is for a new program, outline the 
program fully. Also, identify new or revised courses that are involved and submit the 
appropriate fmms for the changes. 

The minor in Information Systems is open to any interested student 
Although it is designed with students in the School of Business in 
mind, any student who envisions a career involving the 
manipulation of information may find this minor useful. The 
program prepares the student for the kinds of information 
processing tasks that are likely to be encountered in business or 
office environments. 

In its current form, the minor fails to meet its goal for two P.ain 
reasons: 

· The prerequisite structure of the courses is such that it 
takes at least 5 semesters to finish the minor. As a result, 
many students don't realize the minor could help the.'71 until it 
is too late to complete the sequence in their 4 years~ 

· Several of the courses in the minor no longer reflect current 
information systems practice or pedagogy. 

we propose revisions to the minor in order to address these 
problems. 



The courses required for the existing and proposed minors are as 
follows: 

Existing 

CSci 121 (C/Scientific 
Progranmll.ng) OR 

CSci 131 (C/Pascal 
Programming) OR 

CSci 141 (C/Introduction to 
Computer Science} 

CSci 215 (Systems Analysis} 

CSci 225 (COBOL Programrning)t 

CSci 252 (File Structures) 

CSci 305 (Database Management 
Systems) t 

CSci 352 (Systems Design) 

Proposed 

CSci 104 (Problem Solving with 
Computers) OR 

CSci 114 (C/Survey of Computer 
Science} 

CSci 121 (C/Scientific 
Programming) OR 

CSci 131 (C/Pascal 
Programming) OR 

CSci 141 (C/Introduction to 
Computer Science) 

CSci 204 (Programming in 
Application Software}* 

CSci 215 (Systems Analysis)* 

CSci 211 (File Structures)* 

CSci 352 (Systems Design) 

* Course proposed for revision, see separate Forms 0 and R. 
t Course proposed for deletion, see separate Forms 0 and R. 

the current prerequisite structure requires students to take 
CSci 121, 131, or 141 before CSci 225, which they must take before 
252, which they must take before 215, which they must take before 
352. This requires at least 5 semesters to get through this 
sequence. In the proposed minor, the longest chain of 
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prerequisites is·csci 121, 131, or 141 before 211 (we propose 
renumbering CSci· 252 to CSci 211 and making other changes to it to 
make this possible, see ''Changes _ to CSci 252/CSci 211 n below and 
separate Forms 0 and R); 211 before 215, and 215 before 352. A 
student could thus complete the proposed minor in four semesters. 

The rationales for specific changes are: 

Add CSci 104 or 114: Either of these courses will serve as a 
prerequisite for CSci 204. They can also serve as a prerequisite 
for CSci 141. 

Add and revise CSci 204: This course provides more modern 
coverage of databases than CSci 305 does. In particular, most 
information systems professionals in the age of microcomputers use 
databases through high-level front-ends, i.e., the software and 
programming methods covered in CSci 204. The proposed revisions 
will further strengthen CSci 204 's coverage of databases. Also see 
"Drop CSci 305" below. 

Changes to CSci 215: We propose renumbering CSci 215's 
prerequisite from CSci 252 to CSci 211; we therefore propose 
changing the catalog description of CSci 215 to reference the 
prerequisite's new course number. 

Drop CSci 225: Industry now uses COBOL primarily to maintain old 

systems, not to write new ones. Furthermore, modern computing 
pedagogy, nationwide and especially at Geneseo, is shifting away 
from specific languages as primary topics of study, and towards 
intellectually deeper principles as the primary topics. Languages 
serve as tools for presenting and exploring the deeper topics. For 
both of these reasons we feel that an entire course on COBOL is no 
longer essential to the Information Systems minor. 

Changes to CSci 252/CSci 211: We propose renumbering csci 252 
22 5" as CSci 211, and changing its prerequisites from "CSci 142 or 

to "CSci 121, 131, or 141." This helps clarify the course's 
position in the prerequisite sequence. 

200 



The changes also make it more consistent with computing 
pedagogy's current view of languages as tools for deeper issues. 
The course now includes coverage of modern programming language 
tools for viewing and manipulating file structures. (see the 
comments under "Drop CSci 225"). 

Drop CSci 305: CSci 305 was designed at a time when database 
management systems were a new topic in computing, and the 
information systems professional needed a detailed understanding 
of their internals. Tools for managing databases now operate at a 
much higher level of abstraction, and CSci 204 offers a more 
appropriate treatment of the subject for the modern Information 
Systems minor. Also see "Add CSci 204" above. 

201 



FORM P - AITACHI\1ENT 

Suggested typical pattern for a four year program designed to fulfill degree (and, if applicable, 
certification) requirements. 

Freshman Year 

Erst Semester Hours Second Semester 

CSci 104/114 3 CSci 121/131 

Core/Elective 12 Core/Elective/Major 

15 

Sophomore Year 

First Semester Hours 

CSci 204 3 

Major/Core/Elective 12 

15 

Junior 

First Semester Hours 

CSci 215 3 
Major/Core/Elective 12 

15 

Senior 

First Semester Hours 

Core/Elective/Major 15 

Required Hours in Major/Minor Dept. 
Required Related Hours 

Required Hours in Certification option 
(if applicable). 

15 

18 
0 

Second Semec;ter 

CSci 211 

Major/Core/Elective 

Year 

Second Semester 

CSci 352 

Major/Core/Elective 

Year 

Second Semester 

Core/Elective/Major 

Total Required Hours 
Total Elective Hours 
Core Hours 

Hmlrs 

3 

12 

15 

Hmm 

3 

12 

15 

lJ.Qlm 

3 

12 

- 15 

15 

-15 

----
Rev. 3/94 



FORMR 

PROPOSAL FOR A :MINOR COURSE CHANGE 
OR 

COURSE DELETION 

Note: Depanments may submit proposals for minor course changes and course deletions by 

summarizing them within a memorandwn. Specific information is essential, and the following 
form must be attached. 

To: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 

Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 

(20 Copies for UCC, 10 copies for GAAC) 

From: Greg Scragg, Chair/Computer Science 

Date: Oct. 31, 1994 

X 

Subject: Minor course change(s) and/or course deletion(s) to be effective: 

Fall 1995 
Fall/Spring/Summer Year 

Current Catalog 

Number(s) Current Title 

CSci 204 Programming in Applications 

Software 

Change(s)* 

Change prerequisite from 
"CSci 104" to 
"CSci 104 or CSci 114.n 

Minor change in catalog 
description, per 
attachment. 

See attachment for 
justification. 

*Describe changes proposed in catalog number, course title, course description, or course 

prerequisite(s). If a change in credit hours is being proposed, include distribution of lecture and 

activity/lab/studio hours; e.g. 3 (2-2). For each revision proposed, indicate the course duration. 

If a course deletion is proposed, so note. 

Please indicate any changes this revision will have on course rotation. 
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Justification for Changes 

Alternate prerequisite: Since CSci 204 was approved, we have 
created CSci 114, C/Survey of Computer Science. This course 
establishes ample familiarity with applications software and 
programming for CSci 204. We therefore propose adding the new 
course as an alternative prerequisite for CSci 204. 

Catalog description: The current catalog description of 
CSci 204 reads (struck-through text is to be deleted in the 
proposed revision): 

11An in-depth coverage of the programming techniques 
(e.g., command files, macros, scripting) needed to 
make full use of commercially available data-handling 
packages. The emphasis is placed on using application 
software such as database and spreadsheet paoka9os to 
address analytical problems drawn from a variety of 
disciplines. Substantial programming projects are used 
to develop concepts such as data organization, 
numerical analysis, modeling, and simulation. An 
elementary background in programming is assumed. 
Prerequisite: CSci 104 3(3-0)." 

we wish to amend this as (new text in italics): 

"An in-depth coverage of the programming techniques 
(e.g., command files, macros, scripting) needed to 
make full use of commercially available data-handling 
packages. The emphasis is placed on using application 
software such as databases (including microcomputer, 

mainframe, and client-server environments) and 
spreadsheets to address analytical problems drawn 
from a variety of disciplines. Substantial programming 
projects are used to develop concepts such as data 
organization, numerical analysis, modeling, and 
simulation. An elementary background in programming is 
assumed. Prerequisite: CSci 104 or CSci 114 3(3-0)." 

The amendment makes clear the kinds of database programming 
covered in CSci 204, streamlines surrounding text, and reflects 
the change in prerequisite. 



FORMR 

PROPOSAL FOR A MINOR COURSE CHANGE 
OR 

COURSE DELETION 

Note: Departments may submit proposals for minor course changes and course deletions by 

summarizing them within a memorandum. Specific information is essential, and the following 
form must be attached. 

To: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 

Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 

(20 Copies for UCC, 10 copies for GAAC) 

From: Greg Scragg, Chair/Computer Science 

Date: Oct 31, 1994 

X 

Subject: Minor course change(s) and/or course deletion(s) to be effective: 

Fall 
FalVSpring!Summer 

Current Catalog 

Number(s) 

CSci 215 

Cmrent Title 

Systems Analysis 

1995 

Year 

Change(s)* 

Change the prerequisite from 
CSci 252 to CSci 211. 

(Justification: We are 
separately proposing 
renumbering CSci 252 as 
CSci 211.) 

*Describe changes proposed in catalog number, course title, course description, or course 

prerequisite(s). If a change in credit hours is being proposed, include distribution of lecture and 

activity/lab/studio hours; e.g. 3 (2-2). For each revision proposed, indicate the course duration. If 
a course deletion is proposed, so note. 

Please indicate any changes this revision will have on course rotation. 

Include justification(s) as part of the attached memorandum. 

Please Note: Extensive course changes, particularly those involving changes in course content, 



FORMR 

PROPOSAL FOR A :MINOR COURSE CHANGE 
OR 

COURSE DELETION 

Note: Departments may submit proposals for minor course changes and course deletions by 
summarizing them within a memorandum. Specific information is essential, and the following 

form must be attached. 

To: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 
(20 Copies for UCC, 10 copies for GAAC) 

From: Greg Scragg, Chair/Computer Science Department 

Date: Oct. 31, 1994 

X 

Subject: Minor course change(s) and/or course deletio.n(s) to be effective: 

Fall 
Fall/Spring/Summer 

Current Catalog 
Number(s) 

CSci 225 

Current Title 

COBOL Programming 

1995 

Year 

Change(s)* 

Delete (see attached for 

justification) • 

*Describe changes proposed in catalog number, course title, course description, or course 

prerequisite(s). If a change in credit hours is being proposed, include distribution of lecture and 
activity/lab/studio hours; e.g. 3 (2-2). For each revision proposed, indicate the course duration. li 
a course deletion is proposed, so note. 

Please indicate any changes this revision will have on course rotation. 

Include justification(s) as part of the attached memorandum. 

Please Note: Extensive course changes, particularly those involving changes in course content, 

require the submission of FORM Q, PROPOSAL FOR A NEW OR REVISED COURSE. 



For additional guidance, consult the memo GUIDELINES FOR SUB:MlTTING CURRICULUM 

PROPOSALS (12/92), the Department Chair's Handbook and/or the UCC Chair's Handbook (See 
Senate Bulletin #14, 1991-1992, Pp 491-498). 

Rev. 12/92 

Justification for Deletion 

COBOL has ~ever been a particularly good language for teaching 
general computing concepts; demand for it in an undergraduate 

.curriculum came mainly from employers. Even this demand is fading, 
as more and more business programming is done in more modern 
languages (e.g., object-oriented ones, fourth-generation 
languages, etc.- IEEE Computer, June 1994, pp. 90-91). 
Continuation of the Computer Science Department's COBOL 
programming course is thus no longer justified either as a useful 
vehicle for later instruction or as a service to those who hire 
our graduates. 

In the current semester, 11 students are enrolled in CSci 
225. 
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FORMR 

PROPOSAL FOR A :MINOR COURSE CHANGE 

OR 

COURSE DELETION 

Note: Departments may submit proposals for minor course changes and course deletions by 
summarizing them within a memorandum. Specific information is essential, and the following form 
must be attached. 

To: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 

Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 

(20 Copies for UCC, 10 copies for GAAC) 

From: Greg Scragg, Chair/Computer Science 

Date: Oct 31, 1994 

X 

Subj~: Minor course change(s) and/or course deletion(s) to be effective: 

Fall 

Fall/Spring/Summer 

Current Catalog 
Number(s) 

CSci 252 

Ct.rrrent Title 

File Structures 

1995 

Year 

Change(s)* 

Change catalog number to 

CSci 211. 

Add the following sentence 
at the end of the course 

description: "Aspects of 

modern programming 
languages relevant to the 

foregoing topics will 
also be discussed. n 

Change the prerequisiU 
from "CSci 225 or 142" to 

"CSci 121, 131, or 141,· 

See attached for 

justifications of all 
changes. .. 



Justification for Changes 

These changes are part of the Computer Science Department's 
revisions to the Information Systems minor (see separate Forms o and 
P for those revisions) • 

Course number: Changing the course number makes the course's 
place in prerequisite sequences clearer: this course is a 
prerequisite for CSci 215, Systems Analysis; this relationship is 
much clearer with the course numbered 211 rather than the current 
number, CSci 252. 

Catalog description: Including coverage of programming language 
features relevant to file structures in CSci 252 aligns it with 
important pedagogical changes in Computer Science: Both locally ·. 
and nationally, computer scientists are realizing that programming 
language features are best taught in connection with the 
intellectually deeper problems those features address. Such an 
approach places the instructional emphasis on general problems, 
rather than on the mechanics of particular languages. Where an 
element of a particular language is taught, students more readily 
appreciate that it is an example of a general solution to a 
general problem, not a fact of central importance in and of 
itself. 

Because the revised CSci 252 will teach its own programming 
topics, it can be taken by students with less previous programming 
experience than the current course requires. This allows us to change 
the prerequisite from (to paraphrase) ''a second course in computing" 
to "a first course in computing." Doing so obviously makes the course 
accessible to a wider audience. The wider accessibility of CSci 252 
is a crucial element in making the entire revised Information Systems 
minor more widely accessible. 
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FORMR 

PROPOSAL FOR A :MINOR COURSE CHANGE 

OR 

COURSE DELETION 

Note: Departments may submit proposals for minor course changes and course deletions by 
summarizing them within a memorandum. Specific information is essential, and the following 

fonn must be attached. 

To: Undergraduate C~culum Committee 

Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 

(20 Copies for UCC, 10 copies for GAAC) 

From: Greg Scragg, Chair/Computer Science 

Date: Oct. 31, 1994 

X 

Subject: Minor course change(s) and/or course deletion(s) to be effective: 

Fall 1995 

Fall/Spring/Summer Year 

Current Catalog 
Number(s) Current Title 

CSci 305 Database Management Systems 

Change(s)* 

Delete (See attached for 

justification). 

*Describe changes proposed in catalog number, course title, course description, or course 

prerequisite(s). If a change in credit hours is being proposed, include distribution of lecture and 
activity/lab/studio hours; e.g. 3 (2-2). For each revision proposed, indicate the course duration. If 
a course deletion is proposed, so note. 

Please indicate any changes this revision will have on course rotation. 

Include justification(s) as part of the attached memorandum. 

Please Note: Extensive course changes, particularly those involving changes in course content, 

require the submission of FORM Q, PROPOSAL FOR A NEW OR REVISED COURSE. 



For additional guidance, consult the memo GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING CURRICULUM 

PROPOSALS (12/92), the Department Chair's Handbook ar:d/or the UCC Chair's Handbook (See 

Senate Bulletin #14, 1991-1992, Pp 491-498). 

Rev. 12/92 

Justification for Deletion 

Computer Science 305 no longer plays a useful role in computer 
science education at Geneseo. It was created in 1978, when 
database management systems were a hot new topic and everyone 
expected computer users to need an intimate knowledge of them. 
Since then, tools and programming notations for database access 
have increased in power and level of abstraction, so that end 
users no longer need the detailed knowledge of database 
implementation that they once did. Students whose interest in 
databases is primarily as a user are thus better served by 
applications oriented computer science courses such as CSci 104 

(Problem Solving with Co~puters) or CSci 204 (Programming in 
Application Software) than by CSci 305. Students who still need an 
in-depth understanding of database implementation are better 
served by CSci 365 (Theory of Database Design). 

In the last four years ( '91-'.94), enrollments in CSci 305 have 
been 11, 10, 8 and 7 students. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

FORM 0 GULAR CHANGE 
ACTION ON A PROPOSAL FOR A CURRl 

• 1 Committee and/or Undergraduate Currxcu um . 
• .Aff: • Comm1ttee 

Graduate Academic rurs t' 
1
oo >399 courses; 

(20 copies for UCC consi~edra I;.n - 40~- > 999 courses) 
10 copies for GAAC consx era lOn -

Physics and Astronomy Kurtis A. Fletcher 
(Name) (Department or Division) 

November 14, 1994 

NATURE OF PROPOSAL (Indicate as appropriate): (X) New (X) Course 

Freshman Physics Experience 
(Program Name/Course Title) 

Date of Department Acceptance: 11/14/94 

( ) Revised 
( ) Delete 

PHYS 120 

( ) Program 

(Subject PrefiX & Course Number) 

Number of Voting Members in Department ___ill! 

Number of Voting Members Present for this vote ~ 

Department Vote: Pro __ _ 

Department Chairperson: 

Con __ 

Approved 
Disapproved 

Abstain Unanimous ---X ·---
(X) 
( ) b_J.~ f Signature 

************ 
TWO COPIES OF TillS PROPOSAL SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO 

THE OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE .... ,.. ...... 
ACTIONS 

Approved with 
Approved Revisions* Not Approved 

Signature 
FOR UCC ( ) ( ) ( ) 
FORGAAC ( ) ( ) ( ) 
FOR SENATE ( ) ( ) ·c ) 
PRESIDENT ( ) ( ) ( ) 

*See attachment for approved revisions 

Date 



I. 

FORMQ 

PROPOSAL FOR A NEW COURSE 
OR 

MAJOR REVISION IN AN EXISTING COURSE ..... 

' 

PHYS120 Freshman Physics Experience 
(Suggested Catalog No.) (Course Title) 

II. Prerequisites, if any (e.g., academic course, pre-college experience, demonstrated competencies, permission 
of the instructor, etc.): 

m. 

IV. 

v. 

VI. 

Intended for incoming physics majors with fewer than 30 hours 

Credit Hours: 
Lecture Hrs. 
Act., Lab, Studio Hrs. 

_ _,1,___ (Sem. Hrs.) 
1 
0 

Co~thuation: ____________________ ~~--~Se~m~~~t~e~r~~~---------· ·~· ~· --------
(Semester /Half Sem./Mini) ' 

Co~Rotation:. __________ ~O~n~c~e~p~e~r~y~e~ar~--------------------------------------

Co~ will be offered initially: -~Fa::.:ll~--
(F/Sp/Sum/Int) 

1994 
(Year) 

VII. Staffing Requirements: . 

,. 

A. Names of staff members adequately prepared to teach this co~: 

All Phvsics Faculty 

B. Are new faculty or adjuncts required: Yes -------- No X ---'-'---

C. Name{s) of staff member(s) who will initially teach the course: 

Stephen I. Padalino Jerry D. Reber David D. Meisel 

D. Has the department considered scheduling problems that offering this course might involve: 

Yes 

~1~·----------------------------------------------------------------------~-
E. Will this proposal have an impact on staffing of other departments? 

Yes ___ __ No X __....;...;... __ 
If so, have the affected departments been consulied concerning this proposal? Do they support the 
proposed change? Explain. (Attach additional pages as needed.) 

(Over) 

Rev.ll/93 
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VIII. Justification: 

This course will strengthen the undergraduate physics curriculum in several ways: 

At present, our first classroom contact with freshman physics majd·~ occurs in Arialytica!Physicsl 
(PHYS 123), where first-semester students are grouped with upper-class science students from other 
departments. The freshmen often lack the college survival skills to excel in this environment,andin the 
proposed course we will suggest time utilization, problem-solving and study techniques for their b€nefit. 

Traditionally, physics majors do not participate in department activities until late in their careers. 
We would like the incoming students to be integrated into our department, so that they interact freely 11io 
the faculty and the upper level students, and can become involved in research and departmental activities 
earlier in their careers. 

Finally, we will discuss what physicists and engineers do, so students will be better informed abou~ 
their chosen major, will appreciate the need for the rigorous training which they have begun, and will be 
motivated to succeed. 

IX. A. What special facilities, that are currently available, will be utilized? 

Department A V equipment 

B. What special facilities, not currently available, will be required? 

C. What special arrangements will be required of students? (e.g. extended field trips, special scheduling, 
required listening, etc.) 

n 

X. Are the present library holdings adequate to support this course? Yes 

XI. Is this course proposed for core credit? No 

If yes, in which area? ___ _ 

Please Note: Courses that are proposed for core credit must also be reviewed by the Core Curriculum Coo:unitlel· 

XII. Attach the following documents to this form: 

A. Co~ description as it will appear in the College Bulletin 
B. Purpose and objectives -
C. Detailed content outline . 1 

D. Evaluation procedures . es with j 
E. A representative bibliography, including the likely initial textbook (if applicable), 10-20 xnal1l sourc J 

complete bibliographical data. · 



ATTACHMENT 
FORMQ 

Course Title: PHYS 120: Freshman Physics Experience 

XII: A. Course description as it will appear in the College Bulletin 

PHYS 120: Freshman Physics Experience 

An introductory course for entering students considering a career in physics or engineering. "Through 
presentations, discussions and investigations the question "What is physics?" will be examined. Study methods and 
time utilization for success in physics will also be addressed. No prerequisite. Cannot be counted toward the 
physics major. 1{1-0) 

B. Purpose and objectives 
To suggest study methods, problem-solving techniques, and time utilization for success in college, 

to answer the question 'What is physics and why do people do it?", and to introduce new physics majors to the 
Department and to each other. 

C. Detailed content outline 

One weekly meeting consisting of a presentation and discussion. Discussions may take place in 
smaller groups. Discussions, presentations, investigative experiences and active learning will be emphasized. 
Students must attend and participate in all scheduled meetings. Each student must attend at least four Physics 
Colloquia of his or her choice during the semester. Assignments will be limited to brief exercises which illustrate 
and complement in-class discussions. 

Topics: Study methods/ e-mail; facilities tour; time utilization; physics puzzles; 4-years in Geneseo 
Physics; undergraduate research; hot topics in physics; advising- what should I take?; library physics (scavenger 
hunt); what do physicists and engineers do?; hot topics in astronomy; the fine art of guessing; and sixty-minutes of 
quantum mechanics. 

D. Evaluation procedures 

The course grade will be based on participation and completion of assignments. 

E. A representative bibliography, including the likely initial textbook (if applicable), 10-20 main sources 
with complete bibliographical data. 

The Way Things Work 
Flying Circus of Physics 
Mechanical Universe (video series) 
Encyclopedia of Physics Demonstrations (video series) 
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