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Calls for Nominations 
Excellence A wards and Distinguished Ranks 

Nominations are now being accepted for the following 

SUNY Ranks 

Distinguished Teaching Professor 
Distinguished Service Professor 

Distinguished Professor 

and 

Chancellor's Awards for: 

Excellence in Teaching 
Excellence in Librarianship 

Excellence in Professional Service 

Nominations for these ranks and awards must be submitted in writing by 
September 13, 1996 to Sharon Bossung, Vice Chair, College Senate, John 
Wiley Jones School of Business, 118B South Hall. 

The rank of Distinguished Professor recognizes faculty members national or 
international reputations for significant contributions to the research 
literature or outstanding achievement in the fine arts. 

Confidential nominations should consist of at least a 1-2 page nomination 
letter specifically describing the nominee's qualifications for the award or 
rank. Inquiries should be directed to Sharon Bossung, John Wiley Jones 
School of Business, x5424. 

Date for remaining Spring College Senate Meeting 
The Final Spring Meeting of the College Senate for the 1995-1996 will take place on 
7 May 1996 All Senate meetings are held at 4:00 PM in Newton 204 

·---------------------------------
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Vice Chair 
James A. Boiani, 

Secretary 
Donald H. Jones, 

Treasurer 
D. Jeffrey Over, 

Results 
Spring 1996 Elections 

Chemistry 

Education 

Geological Sciences 

Senator-at-Large ( > 6 years) 
Robert Anemone, Anthropology 
Stacey Edgar, Philosophy 
James Kimball SOPA 
Hilda Pato, 
Virginia Trasher, 

Foreign Languages 
Mathematics 

Senator-at-Large (~ 6 years) 
Rosemarie Chierici, Anthropology 
Kurtis Aetcher, Physics 
Christopher Leary, Mathematics 
Anita Whitehead, Library 

General Education Committee 
Natural Sciences with Mathematics and Computer Science 
Olympia Nicodemi, Mathematics 
Professional Programs 
Michael Schinski, Business 

Professional Leave Review Committee 
Natural Sciences with Mathematics and Computer Science 
David Meisel, Physics 
Social Sciences 
Ray Lougeay, Geography 
Humanities 
Richard Finkelstein, English 

---------------------------------------····································· 
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Call for Nominations 
Honorary Degrees • 1997 

Nominations are being sought for one or more candidates to receive an Honorary 
Doctorate at Geneseo's 1997 Commencement. The preferred candidates will possess: 

* distinguished records in education, business, or public service 
* ties to the college or the region 
* good skills as public speakers. 

A committee of faculty, staff and students will select one or more names to be 
forwarded to a SUNY committee and then to the SUNY Board of Trustees for approval. 
Because of the need for confidentiality, the committee requests that you do not notify the 
person being nominated of your action. 

Nominations should include: 

* The name and address of the nominee(s) 
* Their achievements or qualifications that warrant an Honorary Degree 
* Their ties to SUNY Geneseo or to the region 
* Background material such as news clippings, Who's Who entries, etc. 

Please submit nominations to Dr. Nancy Kleniewski, Erwin 207, by 30 April 
1996. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------·--

Molly Ivins to Deliver Wadsworth 
Lecture on May 2 

Nationally syndicated columnist and political humorist Molly Ivins is scheduled to 
make her first appearance as a commentator on the award-winning CBS program "60 
Minutes" on Sunday, April 28th. A few days later, on Thursday, May 2nd, Ivins will give 
the annual James Jeremiah Wadsworth Lecture at SUNY Geneseo. 

Ivins, former political reporter for The New York Times and three-time Pulitzer Prize 
nominee, is author of two best-selling books, "Molly Ivins Can't Say That, Can She?" and 
"Happy Days are Here Again." 

The Wadsworth Lecture, sponsored by the Geneseo Foundation and Contemporary 
Forum, will be at 8:00 p.m. in Wadsworth Auditorium. The event is free and faculty, 
staff, and students are invited to attend. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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CALL TO ORDER 

College Senate Meeting 
9 April1996 

Chair Wallace called the meeting to order at 4.04PM. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
Wallace announced several corrections to the day's agenda: 

1. Under Communicative Disorders and Sciences, Course Revisions (Bulletin, p.451), SP&A 240 is actually 
entitled "Language Intervention." 

2. The New Course PLSC 212, The Framers of the Constitution (Bulletin, p. 451), wJS deleted from the 
agenda. 

3. ARTH 490 (Bulletin, p. 452) is a pro-forma deletion submitted by the Dean's Office. 

4. Section 2, Part B of the Proposed Revision of the Procedure for Curriculum Approval (Bulletin, p. 468) 
should read "administrative impact upon general education offerings and other areJS or programs within the 
College." 

A motion was made to adopt the agenda as corrected. It was seconded and approved unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING of 12 March 1996 (Bulletin, pages. 429-36) 
The minutes were approved unanimously without corrections. 

SENATE REPORTS 
President's Report 

C. Dahl reported briefly on events in Albany and on campus. 

I. The Legislature has passed a retirement incentive package. This is not the SUNY-specific package that 
Geneseo's Administration had hoped for, but something like last year's package. The package will be 
available with perhaps up to two sets of option dates. Employees must be fifty and have at !eJSt ten years of 
service to qualify. 

2. The State Budget has been extended till the end of April, but this fact does not affect SUNY directly 
since the SUNY budget ends on 30 June. This state of affairs could be a problem if no State Budget 
appears till summer or even fall, for example. This makes planning decisions in all SUNY units difficult, 
and so Geneseo is being careful to fill only positions that are essential. Yet the College must make decisions 
regarding Faculty lines, so there can be nothing like an absolute hiring freeze. There is a risk in not filling, 
as well as in filling, positions. Dahl believed the College is doing the best it can in the situation. 

3. Since the State Budget is delayed, there is, of course, time for further contact with State Legislators about 
the Budget. People can still make calls and write letters. Dahl commended C. Cusack and the Student 
Association's rally for the SUNY Budget today; he noted that State Senator Dale Volker will be on campus 
on Thursday as well. 

3. On a more cheerful note, Dahl said, the !25th Anniversary Capital Campaign is going welt. The 
Campaign has now amassed over $4.9 million of the $5 million dollar goal. The College may extend the 
Campaign and increase the goal; it appears very likely that Geneseo wilt realize this goal a yeJI eJIIicr th:m 
expected. 
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4. The College Planning Council has allocated Planning Grant money for this year; announcements for 
funded proposals have been sent out. 

The Planning Council's meeting last Thursday included extended discussion of Greek organizations and 
activities; the Council invited the Greek Task Force to seek the widest possible range of views on Greek 
issues. 

The next Planning Council meeting will discuss sources of additional income beyond state aid and tuition. 
The Task Forces on Technology and Curriculum will report to the Council on that day as well. 

L. Sancilio, Chair of the Greek Task Force, informed Dahl and the Senate that the Task Force now has a 
Web page with the e-mail address Greektf on Uno. 

Provost's Report 
F. Fidura had no report, but he entertained questions. 

William Gohlmann (History) asked about the past, present and future of distance learning. Where, for 
example, is tuition paid? And would a distance learning course actually be a transfer course? · 

Fidura said that, at this point, there was no answer to these questions. The two philosophy courses that will 
be offered in the fall through distant learning are part of a pilot project of SUNY's Office of Educational 
Technology. The OET underwrote a grant for an experiment in the Western Region of New York for the 
Westnet Program. Since a number of philosophy programs have been retrenched or discontinued at other 
SUNY units, philosophy became a candidate for the experimental course. 

The philosophers on several SUNY campuses got together and decided that Departments without a 
philosophy major could cooperate to make distance learning possible. The Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs at Brockport put together the plan. Fidura, Assistant Provost Ristow, and Philosophy professor Bill 
Edgar attended a meeting at Brockport and at that time asked which campus would get the FTEs or the 
revenues. But at this point the question is unresolved. Kate Van Arnhem, now a liaison to SUNY Central 
was charged to ask SUNY Central how to divide up and figure out the FTEs. At this point, then, Geneseo is 
committed to a three-year experiment; at that point, the College will assess the value of this type of course. 

Two philosophy courses are planned for the fall now; for now, the College will treat them as transfer 
courses to give itself control over the assessment of their transferability. 

Alfred Technology, a participant in the experiment, has asked that their students be able to take Humanities 
through distance learning to make it easier for their students to transfer here. Also, a number of institutions 
would like us to offer graduate Special Education courses. 

Gohlmann asked when this issue would come before Senate. Fidura answered that it would come before 
Senate when there is some real organization to what the College is doing with distance learning and before 
any full schedule of offerings is possible. 

W. Lofquist (Sociology) said that distance learning raises important issues of Geneseo 's control of its own 
curriculum. He hoped that there would be an opportunity to air those issues. Fidura agreed. For now, Fidura 
cautioned, in this experimental phase, it has been thought that if Geneseo offers the course, then the course 
is Geneseo's. Fidura also said that the Administration had not thought of courses to be received through 
distance learning since Geneseo would be more likely to offer courses rather receive them. 

J. McCartin (History) felt that the College needs a full debate over the implications of distance learning; he 
personally feared it might set dangerous precedents. Fidura replied that the College is still only at the point 
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of asking the question, "Can this work?" If there's no advantage for Geneseo at all, then it is free to end 
participation in the program. 

K. Cooper (English) has heard Dahl talk about concerns of SUNY Budget, yet there's money avai!Jble in 
Office of Educational Technology. Cooper asked how this situation interfaces with questions of whJt size 
SUNY should be, etc. Fidura agreed; the OET has lots of "thing money", not so much "people money." 
When SUNY Central was a smaller operation, money was simply distributed across c:unpuses. More 
recently, the Vice-Chancellor for Educational Technology's job was created, and this official crr:Jted a 
management structure with the OET. A big piece of their budget--$6.9 million--funds these competiti\'e 
grants. (This is not the only one Geneseo is involved in.) Fidura thinks that this Office may see restructuring 
itself. 

Fidura said that this particular distance learning project was not connected with the Rethinking SUNY idea 
of replacing lots of SUNY professors with distance learning. He said that this experiment will prob:~bly 
prove that this is more expensive than traditional classroom teaching. The new focus, he thinks, is on 
strategic alliances between colleges. 

Also, Fidura said, while the distance learning experiment will be interesting, even if successful, it will not 
save money. A Vice-President from another institution spoke to the issue ofFTE's and tuition by saying 
that his unit would participate for three years and then probably get out, because at the end, they'll have a 
nice studio for distance learning. 

Fidura concluded by saying he is aware of these concerns and that they are legitimate.1 

Chair's Report 
I. Wallace announced that the Senate was in the midst of spring elections. He asked anyone who did not 
receive ballots to request them from him, and urged Senators to tell colleagues to return them. 

2. The deadline for Roark Award nominations is 15 April. This award is presented at Commencement to an 
outstanding senior who combines scholarship and service. Wallace asked for nominations from faculty. 

Jan Lovett (Biology) said that two years ago her Department voted to increase the dollar amount of their 
awards to meet inflation. She thought that perhaps the Senate should update monetary amounts to inO:~tion 
to put the awards more in line with their original intention. 

Wallace said he would bring up this issue with the Executive Committee. 

3. Wallace pointed out the call for Honorary Degree Nominations in 1997 on page 449 of the Dulletin. 
Wallace urged submission of nominations toN. Kleniewski; nominations close on 30 April. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
No report. 

Treasurer's Report 
C . Leary disclosed that there is now $4156.55 in the Senate's account. 

University. Faculty Senator's Report 
No report. 

Central Council Report 

Interim Provost Fidura has provided "Some Comments on Geneuo's Distanct uaming Proj(ct" 
on page 495 on this issue of the Bulletin. 
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1. C . Cusack reported that today in the College Union the Student Association sponsored a "Save Our 
SUNY" Rally. Speakers included Diego Munoz, Student Assembly President and the SUNY Student 
Trustee; Geneseo Professor Tony Macula, who serves as UUP's Legislative Coordinator; President Dahl; 
and many students. The Rally went very well, said Cusack, and will be covered on each of the three 
Rochester news programs tonight. She thanked President Dahl and Professor Macula. 

2. Students from College Senate discussed book prices with representatives from Barnes and Noble at the 
most recent Student Senator caucus. Business student Eric Beland has approached Central Council with a 
program that will computerize a book exchange for students on the World Wide Web. 

3. The President's Advisory Committee, a group started by Cary Silverman, SA President, met last week 
and discussed Greeks on campus. Minutes are available in the Central Council office. Next week, on 16 
April at 8:00PM in the Hunt Room of the College Union, the group will discuss the arming of the 
University Police. 

4. Elections for 1996-97 Central Council, class officers, College Council, CAS representatives and Student 
Assembly representatives will be held on Thursday, 17 April in the College Union. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
K. Jones moved a number of proposals on behalf of Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. 

UCC moved the second reading of the Program Revision of the IS-Hour Liberal Arts Concentration in 
Theater (Bulletin, pages. 344 and 354). The motion was seconded and passed unanimously without 
discussion. 

UCC then mO\;ed the first readings of the following: 

Curriculum Proposal Procedure Revision (Bulletin, p. 468; amended on the Senate floor earlier) 
Social Science Core Additions: 

ANTH 105, Introduction to Physical Anthropology (Bulletin, p. 469) 
COMN 103, Introduction to Interpersonal Communi~ation (Bulletin, p. 471) 
COMN 160, Introduction to Mass Communication (Bulletin, p. 474) 

Communication Department Course Revisions: 
COMN 317, Intercultural Communication (Bulletin, p. 464) 
COMN 348, Organizational Communication (Bulletin, p. 464) 

Art Course Revisions: 
ARTS 240, Sculpture I (Bulletin, p. 464) 
ARTS 340, Sculpture II (Bulletin, p. 464) 
ARTS 255, Design in Wood I (Bulletin, p. 464) 
ARTS 355 Design in Wood II (Bulletin, p. 465) 

Art Course Deletions: 
ARTH 170, History and Appreciation of Western Art (Bulletin, p. 465) 
ARTH 272, History of Costume and Fashion Design (Bulletin, p. 465) 
ARTH 276, History of Print Making (Bulletin, p. 465) 

Art Program Revisions: 
Art History Minor (Bulletin, p. 465) 
Art Studio Minor (Bulletin, p. 465) 

Communicative Disorders and Sciences Course Revisions: 
SP&A 240 Language Intervention (Bulletin, p. 465) 
SP&A 356, Hearing Science (Bulletin, p. 465) 
SP&A 362, Professional Services in Communicative Disorders (Bulletin, p. 466) 
Course Deletions: 
SP&A 236, Assessment and Management in Speech Pathology (Bulletin, p. 466) 
SP&A 237, Directed Observation in Speech Pathology and Audiology (Bulletin, p. 466) 
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Political Science, Revised Course: 
PLSC 213, Political Participation and Electoral Behavior (Bulletin, p. 466) 

All of these motions were seconded and passed unanimously without discussion. 

UCC then moved the following Pro-Forma Deletions proposed by the Dean's Office: 

Course Deletions (Bulletin, pages 466-67): 
ANTH205 
Art: ARTH 332, ARTS 390 
BIOL 219, 319 
Business: ECON lll 
ENGL 294, 305, 379 
HIST 254, 358, 345 
PLSC 169, 214, 322, 326 
PSYC 339 
SOCL242 
Communicative Disorders: 233, 380,390 
Sports and Recreation: 106, 123, 124, 125, 141 

Program Deletions (Bulletin, p. 467) 
B.S. in Medical Technology 
B.S. in Natural Science (N-6) 

Associate Provost B. Ristow questioned eliminating the B.S. in Natural Science (N-6). He noted that this 
had come from a list of underenrolled programs from SUNY Central. The reasons for targeting programs on 
this list seemed to make little sense. But by eliminating the B.S. in Natural Science, nothing will change, 
there will be no fewer courses or students, but students will have one less option. 

Fidura said Ristow was right; the College will not save any money with this elimination. Fidura said that 
the College had identified this major, though, because it was not serving any particular need. Two students 
were enrolled but were actually in Biology. 

Fidura explained that Natural Science had shown up on the potential cuts list from the Assistant Provost at 
SUNY Central because there is no Natural Science Department. While it is correct that eliminating it would 
save no money, the other side of the argument is that this program serves very few students, so why keep 
this program on the books? 

Vice-ChairS. Bossung asked if pro-form deletions were the same for programs, i.e., activated after a 
couple years. Dean Greenfield said that this was not the case. Programs are under an entirely different set 
of guidelines. President Dahl agreed that they are not pro-forma. 

Fidura said the College had made a case to keep most of the nine majors targeted by SUNY Central by 
arguing on the basis of quality; interdisciplinary majors such as Geoophysics were also kept. But the 
Natural Science major did not meet these same standards. 

Ristow replied that if the College eliminates this major, it will mean that no longer can someone come to 
Geneseo and major in BS Natural Science for N-6/Elementary Education. 

Associate Dean L. Wrubel said there was an alternative: the B.S. in Elementary Education with a 
Concentration in Natural Science, though not as rigorous as the BS in Natural Science, is possible. 

T. Macula (Mathematics) asked if Wrubel was saying that this allows students to teach science in 
elementary school? Wrubel said that it does. 
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Jennifer Scrafford (Student Senator) said that even if the program serves a small need, she could not 
understand why it is being removed. Fidura replied that it seemed logically inconsistent not to apply the 
same arguments for the programs that were retained to Natural Science. 

S. Padalino (Physics) moved to divide the question between Course Deletions and Program Deletions. The 
motion passed unanimously. The Course Deletions were then approved unanimously. 

Padalino then moved to divide the question between the Program Deletions of Medical Technology and 
Natural Science. This motion passed unanimously; subsequently, the Senate voted unanimously to delete the 
B.S. in Medical Technology. 

The Natural Science discussion continued. J. Boiani (Chemistry) said that elementary schools have been 
criticized for not teaching enough science. Deleting Natural Science would not help that situation. 

Treasurer C. Leary wondered if he understood Fidura's argument correctly. If the College fought to 
maintain Art History and other programs on the basis of quality or enrollment, consistency would demand 
that the same standards apply to Natural Science. Leary wanted to know if Fidura was claiming that the 
quality of Natural Science was low as well as its enrollment? 

Fidura explained that no one owns the major, really. The other N-6 Liberal Arts programs are in 
Departments which are responsible for them. 

Gohlmann then moved to call the question. This was seconded and passed. On the Program Deletion for 
Natural Science, the nay votes prevailed; the Deletion thus failed the first reading. 

Jones announced that UCC will meet next week on 16 April in Sturges 111. 

Faculty Affairs Report 
Jim Bearden (Sociology) appeared for R. Anemone. Bearden moved the 2nd reading of two proposals: 

1. SOFI Data Analysis Format (Bulletin, p. 420) 
2. SOFI Re-evaluation Period (Bulletin, p. 421) 

Wallace asked that Senate vote on these separately. 

The first motion passed unanimously. 

The second motion attracted a bit of discussion. Boiani asked if the College is in the third year of the SOFI 
period now. Bearden replied that the College has gone through one year on the latest SOFI revision, so this 
means there would be four more years with the same instrument. Pad ali no agreed. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Policy Committee Report 
l. G. De Bolt moved the first reading of the Policy Regarding Academic Standards for Non-Matriculated 
Students (Bulletin, p. 453). 

Leary asked whether, under the proposal, if a non-matriculated student who enrolls iri one course and gets a 
D can't take a course at the College again. Dean Greenfield said that this would give his Office the right to 
prohibit the student, though this would not necessarily happen. De Bolt pointed to the language that says the 
Dean's Office may exercise this option. The proposal, said De Bolt, would give the Dean's Office the tools 
to deal with these issues. 

The measure passed unanimously. 
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2. De Bolt moved the first reading of the Policy Regarding Pass/Fail Restrictions (Bulletin, p. 453). There 
was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

3. De Bolt moved the second reading of the Policy for Retaining Papers from Previous Semesters (Bulletin, 
p. 399). 

Leary asked for the definition of returned papers. De Bolt said the definition of "returned" means "returned 
to the student." If a paper is not given back to the student, even if this is due to the student's absence from 
the class during which the papers were returned. 

The Dean explained that he and the Committee had deliberately decided not to detail every possible 
configuration of returned/unreturned papers. If, for example, a faculty member returns a paper within a 
reasonable period, no problem with returned papers exists. In individual cases which question whether or 
not a faculty member has given fair opportunity for students to pick up a paper, or whether a student has 
exerted reasonable effort to pick it up, there are governing bodies and methods to adjudicate those cases. 

De Bolt said one of the reasons this issue came up in the first place was that no policy existed for dealing 
with this matter; Greenfield agreed. Greenfield added that the policy for reviewing and appealing grades 
gives students the right to initiate appeals up through the fourth week of the following semester, but till now 
the College has had no policy about Faculty during that appeals period. 

The measure passed unanimously. 

De Bolt announced the next Policy Committee meeting on 23 April at 4 PM. He hoped that the meeting 
would be in the second floor conference room of South Hall; if not, members of the Committee would 
receive a memo about a new venue. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 
A. Whitehead reported on the Committee's minutes (Bulletin, pp. 455-56). 

I. Associate Dean Susan Bailey presented information about Geneseo's non-traditional students. The 
Committee discussed the availability of administrators (for example, Career Services, Admissions, etc.), not 
professors, for such students. This distinction was reported erroneously in the Committee's minutes. 

2. The Committee discussed the lack of non-alcoholic student activities available to Geneseo students. Raj 
Bellani and Sue Spring plan to come to the 23 April meeting (4 PM in Wadsworth 204) to discuss how 
ordinary students can get involved in activities planning. 

De Bolt said that in this regard the Committee should remember approximately 250 students in the fall and 
125 students in spring student teach and also find their schedules do not mesh with the timetables of 
administrative services. 

Graduate Affairs Committee 
K. Fletcher moved first readings of the foUowing: 

l. Course Revision, SP&A 533 (Bulletin, p. 457). 
2. Program Revisions for the master of arts degree in SP&A (Prerequisites [p. 458 of the Bulletin); 
Certification Requirements [p. 457 of the Bulletin]). 
3. Course Deletion (Pro-Forma, submitted by Dean's Office) for ARTH 490 (Bulletin, p. 456). 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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T. Macula (Mathematics) reminded Senators that State Senator Dale Volker would be on campus in the 
Hunt Room of the College Union from ll AM to 12 noon to speak with members of the College 
community. 

NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Wallace adjourned the Senate at 5.04 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Graham N Drake 
College Senate Secretary 

Some Comments on Geneseo's Distance Learning Project 
Fred Fidura, Interim Provost 

A number of important questions were raised at the last senate meeting regarding Geneseo's 
participation in the WestNet distance learning pilot project. Because my earlier reports on the project to the 
Senate Executive Committee (College Senate Bulletin; no. 16; pages 386-387; 13 February, 1996) and to 
the full senate (Senate Bulletin, no, 16: page 391; 13 February, 1996) resulted in neither comment nor 
inquiry, I was somewhat unprepared to respond as thoroughly as I would have liked during the meeting. I 
want to take this opportunity to share the administration's views on this issue as a way of fully responding to 
the questions raised on the senate floor. 

First and foremost I want to emphasize the experimental nature of the interactive distance learning 
project. Beyond assessing its technical feasibility, we are asking if distance learning in this fully-interactive 
small-class format would have any value for us. Evaluations of participating Geneseo students and faculty 
will be part of that assessment as will the views of the entire college community. Secondly, the project is 
only a very small part of our continuing exploration of the role of educational technology in the curriculum. 
Our efforts in technology have always been informed by the first principles of quality teaching and active 
learning. We view technology as a potentially powerful teaching tool of value only in the hands of a skilled 
faculty that can make a contribution to the active learning of involved students. We have never viewed 
technology as wonderful in and of itself, magically transfonning, or even necessary to good teaching-and 
certainly never as an economical and efficient way of replacing faculty. The excellence of our faculty and 
the personal interaction between individual faculty and students give Genesco its comparative advantage. 

Framed by these views of what the role of educational technology should be, there are a number of 
reasons why we agreed to participate in the WestNet project: 

I. Potentially, it provides enrichment opportunities for our students by affording access to courses we do 
not offer. It is not conceived as a way to replace courses we already teach. 

2. Because of Geneseo's unique commitment to quality instruction in the traditional liberal arts, it 
provides an opportunity to offer instruction in these areas to sister institutions where these programs do 
not exist and two-year institutions which send us their transfer students. Notice that this possibility 
increases rather than decreases the demand for our faculty. The recent elimination of traditional liberal 
arts programs in anthropology, art history, philosophy, and physics at sister institutions suggests that 
program cuts will occur with or without distance learning. 

3. The project provides the potential for meeting the pennanent certification needs of our graduate 
teachers out in the field who are place-bound because of the positions they hold. It offers a way of 
delivering special programs to a targeted constituency. In the context of continuing education or 
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contract courses, such an arrangement would provide extra service income opportunities for our 
faculty. A number of faculty have expressed an interest in participating in the project in this way. 

4. This implementation of distance learning is fully interactive permitting two-way audio and video 
communication among individuals in a relatively small class. Class discussion, questions, and 
responses to questions can take place in real time. Further, the use of multimedia presentation is 
supported in this small class setting. It is clearly superior to the common view of distance learning as 
that of a talking head lecturing to 800 students out in TV-land. The number of slots across all locations 
in the present project is fewer in number than the 40 seats in Sturges 112. 

Other, perhaps more opportunistic reasons for our participation have more to do with the funding 
policies and economics of SUNY but are nevertheless important. Among these: 

1. In the past, Geneseo frequently has been passed over in the special projects to come out of the Office of 
Educational Technology. Rather than distributing all of the 1995/96 Educational Technology Initiative 
(ETI) capital funds directly to campuses, a portion was set aside for these pet projects. We 
wanted-and believed we deserved-our share of those funds. 

2. Even if the pilot project should fail, the facility itself would remain and be a valuable asset in terms of 
video conferencing, local projects, etc. Perhaps more importantly, there may come a time in SUNY 
when a campus without this sort of facility will be seen as technologically isolated and this perception 
will have consequences for funding. Further, a distance learning facility is frequently used as an index 
of technological sophistication much like the networking of the residence halls. 

As to the present status of the project, it is barely off the ground. The consortium has held only two 
general meetings. The last meeting pointed out a number of problem areas having to do with FrEIRe venue 
allocation (presently there is no mechanism in SUNY to deal with this), calendar (each school has a 
different academic calendar, class modules, class starting times), technical feasibility (video signals would 
have to run across seven different phone companies). The particular courses being offered in the fall were 
selected because the philosophy chairs from the four-year SUNY colleges have been meeting over the past 
year to explore ways of meeting the needs of those institutions in which the philosophy program has been 
eliminated. Those meetings resulted in the development of list of nonoverlapping complementary courses 
which the various colleges might offer. The courses selected were chosen because they were ready to go and 
the instructors volunteered. The syllabus for each of the courses was evaluated in advance by the chairs and 
it was decided to award transfer credit since that is within the prerogative of a department chair in the case 
where a course has been taken at another campus. 

Issues of the faculty's role in curriculum are, of course, critical ones and we have no intention of 
circumventing that role in any way. We have always believed that in the end, the faculty own the 
curriculum-we can't offer programs the faculty won't teach. Likewise, students influence the curriculum 
through the same senate mechanisms but also by voting with their feet. We can't offer courses for which no 
students register. Beyond announcing our distance learning project, however, it didn't seem that we were far 
enough along in the project to bring these issues before senate. As yet, we don't even know if this will all 
work. When (and if) the system is up and running, the four to six students who will be taking the courses in 
the fall can provide invaluable information about the merit of this kind of distance learning. While we enter 
this experiment with a healthy and appropriate skepticism, we want to support those faculty and students 
interested in exploring the possibilities. This pilot project provides us the opportunity to make informed 
decisions based on experience. Should the project prove of value to us, all of the policies, procedures, and 
senate mechanisms would be brought to bear on distance learning courses. In the meantime, having this 
kind of facility funded by someone else with money we wouldn't have had otherwise seems to us to make 
eminent good sense. 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Some Concerns on Geneseo's Distance Learning Project 

It has recently come to our attention that the college is beginning the process of constructing and utilizing a 
distance learning center in Newton Hall. Plans are for this center to be used as early as next fall. We believe 
that a step in the direction of distance learning, no maiter how small a step it may seem at first, should not 
be taken without a college-wide discussion of its implications for the mission of Geneseo. 

SUNY has made available the resources to develop distance learning. Whether and how this is done require 
that a number of largely technical barriers be overcome: to whom is tuition paid? to whom are FfEs 
credited? how should distant students interact with one another and with instructors? However, we believe 
that a larger set of questions precede these questions, requiring us to resist the imperative to do what 
technology allows without first engaging in a thorough and thoughtful dialogue: how does distance learning 
further the mission of the college? does distance learning improve pedagogy? how will we assess the merits 
for teaching and learning of distance learning? 

Geneseo has achieved excellence by providing an intensive, student-centered, active learning environment. 
Distance learning may threaten the qualities that provide this distinction. It is also worth asking, in these 
times of austerity, what paybacks will be expected in the future as compensation for the financial support of 
this present effort. 

We are asking that the college undertake in multiple forums a discussion of distance learning. Towards this 
end, we plan to introduce through standing Senate committees proposals to foster this discussion. We also 
encourage Central Council to initiate similar discussions. At this point in the discussion, we would also like 
to propose that any effort to include distance learning in the Geneseo curriculum be done only after every 
such course has received administrative and faculty approval following standard curriculum review 
procedures. 

It may be that this issue resolves itself by failing, due to technical or financial limitations. However, we 
believe that distance learning raises issues of fundamental importance to education, and that to fail to 
consider it fully and in a timely manner would be mistaken. 

SIGNATORIES: 
Jim Allen, Psychology, Bob Anemone, Anthropology, Charles Randall Bailey, History, 
James Bearden, Sociology, Bill Cook, History, Ken Cooper, English, Emilye Crosby, History 
Kurt Cylke, Sociology, Ganie DeHart, Psychology, Celia Easton, English, 
Beverly Evans, Foreign Languages, Ed Gillin, English, Bill Golhman, History, David Gordon, Sociology 
Rachel Hall, English, Judith Hunter, History, Kathy Jones, Communication Disorders and Sciences 
Ken Kallio •. Psyc.hology, Ellen Kintz, Anthropology, Maria Lima, English, Bill Lofquist, Sociology 
Joe McCartm, History • Pat Murphy, Sociology, Olympia Nicodemi, Math, Dan Repinski, Psychology 
Pa~l Schacht, English, James Somerville, History, Margaret Stolee, History, Dave Tamarin, History 
Juha Walker, English, James Williams, History 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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