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Announcements 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Calls for Nominations 
Excellence Awards and Distinguished Ranks 

Nominations are now being accepted for the following 

SUNY Ranks 

Distinguished Teaching Professor 
Distinguished Service Professor 

Distinguished Professor 

and 

Chancellor's Awards for: 

Excellence in Teaching 
Excellence in Librarianship 

Excellence in Professional Service 

Nominations for these ranks and awards must be submitted in writing by 
September 13, 1996 to Sharon Bossung, Vice Chair, College Senate, John 
Wiley Jones School of Business, Welles Hall. 

The rank of Distinguished Professor recognizes faculty members national or 
international reputations for significant contributions to the research 
literature or outstanding achievement in the fine arts. 

Confidential nominations should consist of at least a 1-2 page nomination 
letter specifically describing the nominee's qualifications for the award or 
rank. Inquiries should be directed to Sharon Bossung, John Wiley Jones 
School of Business, x5424. 

Date for remaining Spring College Senate Meeting 
The Final Spring Meeting of the College Senate for the 1995-1996 will take place on 
7 May 1996 All Senate meetings are held at 4:00PM in Newton 204 
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Mac Vittie Lecture 

The 1996 Mac Vittie Lecture will be given this year by the Reverend Dr. Arleon 
Kelley. Dr. Kelley will be speaking on the topic "Faith and Public Discourse." The 

lecture will take place TODAY, 12 April1996, at 5:00PM in the MacVittie 
Union Ballroom. The lecture is free and open to the public. 

Dr. Kelley is the Executive Director of the New York State Council of Churches. 
He has had significant domestic and third world involvements in both rural and urban 
economic and social justice issues, ecumenical and inter-religious relationships, as well 
as community development concerns. He has been active in intergroup conflict 
resolution, mediation and Christian unity issues. He was a research fellow at Boston 
University, and has authored numerous research papers, articles, and booklets. He has 
published two books. 

Last Call 
Nominations for the 1995-96 

Richard Roark Award 

Shortly after Richard Roark's untimely death in 1970, a group of his friends 
established an award to honor his memory. Richard's friends described him this way: 
"Richard was a special kind of human being who valued the humane and ethical above all 
else. He was a scholar and intellectual" who" treasured learning and especially books 
with which, he thought, every person could access the accumulated knowledge and 
wisdom of all previous civilizations." 

The Richard Roark Award is given to a graduating senior whose scholarship and 
community service exemplify the qualities that were so important to Richard. The 
recipient is given a stipend to purchase books, and the recipient's name will be inscribed 
on a plaque displayed in the Robert MacVittie College Union. 

Please Submit nominations by Apri115, 1995 to: 

.-

Ed Wallace 
Department of Mathematics 

South Hall 324 B 

Chair's Note 

Due to a computer disk error, the minutes from the 4/9/96 College Senate Meeting were 
not available at the time this issue of the Bulletin went to press. Those minutes will 
appear in the 4119/96 issue of the College Senate Bulletin. Sorry for the inconvenience. 
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Spring 1996 Elections 

On Monday, 8 April1996, ballots for the Spring Election were delivered to all Teaching 
and Administrative Faculty. Please return these ballots by Monday IS Apri/1996 to 
either your Department Secretary or to the Senate Ballot Box which is located in the 
Personnel Office, Erwin 219. The ballots will be counted on Tuesday, 16 April1996. 

In order for this election to be valid, a quorum must be obtained, that is, at least half of 
the ballots must be returned. Please be sure to return your ballot, and encourage you 
colleagues to return theirs. Otherwise, a second election process will be required, adding 
expense and inconvenience. Your cooperation in this matter is needed. 

Call for Nominations 
Honorary Degrees -1997 

Nominations are being sought for one or more candidates to receive an Honorary 
Doctorate at Geneseo's 1997 Commencement. The preferred candidates will possess: 

*distinguished records in education, business, or public service 
* ties to the college or the region 
* good skills as public speakers. 

A committee of faculty, staff and students will select one or more names to be 
forwarded to a SUNY committee and then to the SUNY Board of Trustees for approval. 
Because of the need for confidentiality, the committee requests that you do not notify the 
person being nominated of your action. 

Nominations should include: 

* The name and address of the nominee(s) 
* Their achievements or qualifications that warrant an Honorary Degree 
* Their ties to SUNY Geneseo or to the region 
*Background material such as news clippings, Who's Who entries, etc. 

Please submit nominations to Dr. Nancy Kleniewski Erwin 207, by 30 April 
1996. ' 

··-·········--------------------------------------------------------------···· 
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Executive Committee Minutes 
9 April 1996 

Members Present: S. Bossung, C. Dahl, G. Drake, G. De Bolt, F. Fidura, K. Fletcher, K. Jones, C. Leary, 
]. Reber, E. Wallace (Chair), A. Whitehead. 

Excused: R. Anemone, C. Cusack, W. Spruill. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Senate Chair Wallace called the meeting to order at 12.05PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE 2 APRIL 1996 MEETING (Bulletin, pages 459-63) 
A. Whitehead asked that a sentence under her report for Student Affairs Committee (Bulletin, p. 460) be 
corrected to read as follows: "Among other matters, administrators' [not professors'] office hours do not 
usually coincide with the times when non· traditional students are on campus." 

The minutes were approved unanimously as amended. 

REPORTS 
Chair's Report 

I. Chair Wallace began his report by mentioning agenda corrections; he said that he had talked to 
Committee Chairs about this. 

2. Wallace announced that he had recently (4/8/96) received a package from University Faculty Senate 
President Vince Aceto inviting him to attend the University Senate, which J. Reber will also be 
attending. Wallace said he would not be able to make the meeting because of family obligations, 
but he invited Vice-Chair Bossung or someone to attend. Bossung said that she has advising 
obligations at Geneseo during the weekend that the University Senate will be meeting. 

3. The Faculty List Serve is now running. C. Leary, who currently administers the List Serve, added that he 
is currently working out a few minor problems with it. Fidura asked if everyone (i.e., facuhy and 
staff) was subscribed? Leary said that only Faculty were subscribed. He explained that there had 
once been a Geneseo faculty news group that entered desuetude. But he thought the College could 
start an unmoderated faculty discussion list; those who don't want the discussion can decline 
subscription to the discussion list. Leary said he would discuss these issues with Sue Chichester 
and others. 
Wallace said that the List Serve will be monitored to see how it works out. He added that Senate 
Past Chairs might, in the future, have a role in running the Faculty List Serve, and that the 
Executive Committee should assign the task of moderator to an existing office, rather than consider 
expanding the number of officers of the Senate. 

4· Wallace said there would be no Executive Committee meeting next Tuesday. He asked a few of the 
Committee members to help him count ballots during that time instead. 

President's Report 
I. C. Dahl said that the Legislature had passed an early retirement package, similar to last year's, for noth 

UUP and CSEA. The College has not received all of the details yet. The package is not 
SUNY-specific, so it has the problems of earlier packages. Dahl said that there will be one or two 

2 D wind?ws for individual retirement decisions. 
· ahl, the V1ce-Presidents, and Presidential Executive Assistant Nancy Kleniewski have been looking at 

the current method of electing administrative Senators (at present, a blunderbuss design) to try to 
find an easier way to nominate them. The proposed procedure is as follows: 
For election of Area Senators: Each area will conduct its own election for the area's Senator hy 
secret ballot under generally consistent guidelines to be specified. 
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For election of At-Large Senators: After the completion of area elections, the election for At-Large 
Senator is conducted from the President 'is office. It is conducted by issuing a call for nominations, 
with the names of all nominees placed on the ballot for the election . In the event of a tie, a run-off 
election will be held. 
Dahl proposed to meet with all the administrative electors and get their comments as well as the 
opinions of the Executive Committee. 
Wallace srud he'd talked to Kleniewski twice nbout this issue. 1l1e Senate's own constitution simply 
requires the names of the administrative Senators that the President wants. Reber thought the 
proposal from Dahl looked a lot better than the current procedure . 

3. Dahl said there was little news on the SUNY Budget. 
G. De Bolt asked if the President had the text of the early retirement package. Many of the 
cooperating teachers that Geneseo counts on for student teaching could be retiring early. 

Provost's Report 
F. Fidura had no report; he entertained questions. None were posed. 

Treasurer's Report 
C. Leary reported that some money went out for Senate Small GranL~ for the fir~t time this academic year. 
The Senate's account balance stands at $4156.55. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
K. Jones began her report with some corrections for this afternoon's Senate agenda. Pointing to page 451 of 
the Bulletin, she deleted PLSC 212 (which UCC tabled) and changed the name of SP&A 240 to "Language 
Intervention." Jones also said she would ask to waive the first readings of all UCC motions on the agenda 
except for the curriculum procedure revision proposal. 

Jones then reported on recent Committee discussions: 

1. Jones commented on the pro-fonna course deletions on the agenda. 1l1cse came in a memo from the 
Dean indicating that Departments have received word that these courses had been on the books for 
a white but not been offered. But when this information came to UCC, the Committee did not 
know whether these matters had been voted on by the Department or unilaterally acted upon by the 
Department Chairs. At least one member of UCC felt that individual members of the department 
should be privy to knowledge of such action. 
Wallace disclosed that the Dean's Office did communicate with Department Chairs. Fidura said 
that, technically, the Dean does not even have to do that. 1l1e policy is that when a course has not 
been offered for a certain number of years, the course is automatically eliminated. 
Jones then asked whether it should be left to Chairs to handle this rather than to UCC. K. Aetcher 
said that if Jones was really concerned about this matter, she should present it as a first reading. 
Jones did not think this was a major concern. 

2. The Art.proposals came with recommended prerequisites. The Committee discussed whether such 
prerequisites in general were desirable. She had told her Committee that she would bring this 
question to the Executive Committee; she wondered if the College actually has any prerequisite 
policies. 
C. Leary asked what the policy for required prerequisites was. Reher said that if students lacking 
prerequisites are caught in time, they can be removed from a course. Bossung and Wallace 
remembered that permission of the instructor is implied for every course. Fidura always went 
through BANNER to find students who might not have the proper prerequisites. But Bossung said 
that BANNER does not have an active prerequisite module. Wallace noted that not all faculty 
have access to BANNER. 
Fidura then said that the real issue is recommended vs. real prerequisites. He remembered that 
once courses in the catalogue had suggested prerequisites. but they were never listed as actual 
prerequisites. Bossung said this was true and that, on some guide sheets, some Departments are 
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suggesting these. It is not clear what this means for the official College Bulletin, and students are 
burdened when recommended prerequisites appear in catalogue and different people interpret it 
differently . 
Reber said that he likes recommended prerequisites. All students should be allowed to take a 
course even if they might fail. He related an account of a student who knew the consequences of 
not having a prerequisite who nevertheless earned a Ph. D. and worked for NASA. 
Fidura saw another side to this issue. When someone outside a Department's major needs a course 
for general education and then turns out though be clueless about the material, the rest of the class 
suffers because a minority of the students aren't up to speed. Reber felt this could be handled 
outside of class. Dahl said consistency is important; he expressed distaste for what he called a 
"third class" prerequisites (i.e., rather than prerequisites or no prerequisites, the concept of 
"maybe" prerequisites). Fidura added that the College has never discussed the nature of 
prerequisites and ought to do so in the future. 
Jones asked if this matter could go to the Policy Committee. Bossung thought so. Fidura thought 
that the Department in question should be asked to decide about prerequisites. Jones said that Jo 
Stone had said that in the Art Department, if students come in with prerequisites, this is a good 
thing because these students can help other students. 
Bossung suggested calling for instructor permission; Dahl called for prerequisites or permission. 
He said this goes back to an attempt to sequence the Art Studio courses in some way. Wallace 
pointed out that the Committee had passed this as recommended, so that the proposals will be 
taken to the floor of the Senate in this form. 
Leary suggested pulling the first reading right now. Reber said that UCC should go back and talk 
to the Art Department about this. 

3. UCC asked if there was a policy about whether core courses should be free of prerequisites. Fletcher 
said that Humanities ll does. Wallace said that there was no written policy about prerequisites for 
Core, and Reber agreed. Meg Stolee of the History Department had only been aware of two that do 
have prerequisites. Wallace said that if a Core course came to floor of Senate, the question would 
likely come up. Bossung said that if there were such prerequisites, there could be an implicit extra 
six-hour requirement for Core. 
Jones said there ought to be one place where all of these policies are written down together. She is 
working with Associate Dean Laura Wrubel on this. 
After consultation with Wallace, Jones said everything left on the agenda would be a first reading 
this afternoon. 

4. Jones had received e-mail and phone calls on the proposed distance learning philosophy courses. 
Questions included whether, for instance, the courses would have to be taken for transfer credit. 
Wallace said that these courses are experimental right now. There are issues of calendars, for 
example. In addition, he said, there are only a handful of students being forecast for each course 
now. 
Reber said that the College does allow Faculty to teach a course once with only the Department 's 
or the Dean's approval. Wallace concluded the discussion by acknowledging the tough questions 
distance learning raises, and that this issue will undoubtedly become more visible as 
implementation nears. 

Graduate Affairs Committee Report 
K. Fletcher presented a prototype of the booklet welcoming graduate students to Geneseo. The next crop of 
incoming graduate students will receive copies. The booklet grew out of two years of surveys suggesting 
that graduate students often do not know about campus services, hours, etc. Many are commuter and/or 
part-time students. 

Fletcher said that the booklet was put together thanks to Janice Green, a graduate student and intern in the 
Office of Continuing Education. 
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Fletcher is disseminating the booklet in order to gather suggestions; he did say, however, that the 
Committee had accumulated everything they could think of. Jones a.~ ked about her own department's 
inclusion in the booklet. Fletcher said it would be possible for the hooklet to take on additions. 

Fletcher said that at today's Senate meeting the Committee would propose one course revision, two program 
revisions and one course deletion (this last was listed on today's agenda incorrectly as a course revision for 
ARTH 490, a pro-forma deletion submitted by the Dean's Office). 

Faculty Affairs Committee Report 
Wallace said that, in R. Anemone's absence, either Jim Dearden or Steve Padalino from the Faculty Affairs 
Committee would handle the Faculty Affairs proposals on SOFI :malysis and revision cycle today at Senate. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 

A. Whitehead said that the Committee met last on 2 April. Associate De:m Susan Dailey gave a talk on 
non-traditional students. Sue Spring will come to the Committee's next meeting to discuss how average 
students can have input in scheduling activities. 

Policy Committee Report 
G. De Bolt said that the Policy Committee had three motions to present this afternoon. After the last 
Executive Committee meeting, De Bolt told Dean Greenfield about concerns raised in Executive 
Committee about the returned papers policy. 

Central Council Report 
No report. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
S. Bossung reported that Excellence Nominations and/or Distinguished Ranks may be late this year 
because the SUNY deadline is late May in some cases and late April for others. So the Committee will wait 
until it hears from SUNY Central before making any announcementc;. Wallace asked whether the Awardees 
will be announced as they arrive, or will the College wait until all decisions arc finalized. Bossung 
indicated that the awards will be announced as they arrive. Dossung has been in touch with the pertinent 
people at SUNY Central, and it looks as if the process at their end is taking more time this year. 

Furthennore, as with the ApriV May Senate Bulletins last year, the Excellence Committee will put in a call 
for nominations for 1996-97, starting next week. 

University Senator's Report 

No report. 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS . of 
Fletcher asked when Committee Chairs' year-end reports would be due. Wallace asked for thiS surnrnaTY 
the year's business after the Committee's last meeting, by the lOth of May if possible. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Wallace adjourned the meeting at 12.43PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Graham N Drake 
College Senate Secretary 
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