
Bulletin No. 20 
Pages 422 - 439 
16 March 1996 

Contents 

Page 
423 
423 
424 
428 
429 
437 
438 

Archives Circulation Copy 
J Bushnell 

Milne 

College Senate Bulletin 

. 
SEPr ~.I S OEP.t\RTMJ:r..r. • • • ~

:..___1· 

. ·r1:5th. 
. MAR 1 8 1996 .Abillve · . 

!'~UI'J GIRCULAf 11~J11IIleill~ll 
••.......•...•.... 

J87J • '996 
SUNY GENESEO .................. 

The State University of New York 
College of Arts and Science 

Geneseo, New York 

Topic 
Announcement 
Call for Nominations -Richard Roark Award 
Minutes- Executive Committee (3112/96) 
Minutes - All-College Meeting (3112/96) 
Minutes- College Senate Meeting (3112/96) 
Sample Advocacy Letter 
E-mail Addresses- Selected State Senators 

Comments or Questions? 
Contact Ed Wall ace, Dept. of Mathematics 

South 324B E-mail: wallace@uno.cc.geneseo.edu; Phone x5485 

------------------------------------------------------------~--------------------



Announcement 

Dates for remaining Spring College Senate Meetings 
Spring Meetings of the College Senate will take place on the following dates: 

April 
May. 

9, 1996 
7, 1996 

All meetings are at 4:00 PM in Newton 204 

Nominations for the 1995-96 
Richard Roark Award 

Shortly after Richard Roark's untimely death in 1970, a group of his friends established 
an award to honor his memory. Richard's friends described him this way: "Richard was a special 
kind of human being who valued the humane and ethical above all else. He was a scholar and 
intellectual" who " treasured learning and especially books with which, he thought, every person 
could access the accumulated knowledge and wisdom of all previous civilizations." 

The Richard Roark Award is given to a graduating senior whose scholarship and 
community service exemplify the qualities that were so important to Richard. The recipient is 
given a stipend to purchase books, and the recipient's name will be inscribed on a plaque 
displayed in the ~obert MacVittie College Union. 

Please Submit nominations by Apri115, 1995 to: 

Ed Wallace 
Department of Mathematics 

South Hall 324 B 

Chair's Note: Many Senators changed offices recently. If your Senate Bulletin is being 
delivered to the wrong address, or if your mailing label is incorrect, please forward your correct 
address to Ed Wallace, Dept. of Mathematics, South Hall 324 B to have your address updated in 

the Senate database. 
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Executive Committee Minutes 

12 March 1995 

Members Present: B. Anemone, S. Bossung, C. Cusack, C. Dahl, G. Drake, F. Fidura, K. Fletcher, K. Jones, C. 
Leary, J. Reber, E. Wallace (Chair), A. Whitehead. 

Excused: G. De Bolt, W. Spruill. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Senate Chair Wallace called the meeting to order at 12.02 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes were approved unanimously. 

REPORTS 

Chair's Report 
1. The proposal going to UCC concerning the way that curriculum proposals go through administrative review still 
requires some reformulation. When the Executive Committee met two weeks ago, F. Fidura indicated that 
departments could submit proposals to UCC without a release from the Dean's Office. The Dean has a different take 
on this matter. Fidura replied that his understanding of what had been agreed upon was not Greenfield's 
understanding--in the Dean's case, the approval is not simply a nihil obstat. If there are administrative difficulties 
concerning staffing, service to other programs, etc. that were not addressed, it would not make any sense from the 
Dean's perspective for the proposal to go through the process and be administratively denied. So the proposal needs 
to be explored again. Wallace said that some members of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee think there 
should be some appeal process that departments could follow if the Dean chooses not to release a proposal to UCC 
directly. 

2. Wallace also brought up a matter about the Senate by-laws connected with Search Committees. When the 
Presidential Search Committee was assembled last year, W. Spruill noticed that SUNY Central mandated five 
faculty members on the Search Committee, while the College's by-laws call for four. Wallace suggested that, for 
consistency, the Provost Search Committee should be formulated in the same manner as the Presidential Search 
Committee. A constitutional amendment to change our by-laws should be pursued during the 1996-97 Academic 
year. 

3. At the Senate meeting last month, Wallace appealed to faculty to write letters to State Legislators concerning the 
SUNY budget. Now, Wallace wanted to know, what is the Senate's role? How much should individual faculty 
members carry out this advocacy, and how much should the Senate do? 

1. Reber said that he had seen two sample letters in his department. Bossung said that UUP had two letters available; 
Art Hatton also sends samples to Wallace, and Dahl said he would soon send a letter to Wallace in his capacity as a 
member of College Council. The Executive Committee agreed that Wallace should put these sample letters in the 
Bulletin. Leary said the Chair's Report can be the Chair's editorial comment to urge an advocacy letter. Dahl stressed 
that it is profoundly important to send more letters. In Albany,legislators really are saying that the advocacy is 
having an effect. Dahl said he would be talking about advocacy at this afternoon's Senate meeting. 

4. Wallace called attention to the slate of nominees for the spring election that appears in the Bulletin. The names 
will be presented to the Senate for approval at the 12 March meeting. 
Reber asked if there was any way there can be a calendar for when all sorts of nominations are due. Fidura responded 
that the Provost's Office publishes an academic calendar at the beginning of the year. Fidura can add nomination 
dates that the Senate passes along. The Senate, said Wallace, conducts two elections (in the fall and spring. Honors 
Committee nominations and the like are not under the Senate's aegis. Reber said there are more and more requests 
for representatives from different departments of the College. Freshman Experience Committee nominations come 
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from the Dean, Fidura said, and he can prevail on the Dean to provide those dates. Fidura said that by next year the 
calendar ought to be on the World Wide Web. Reber said that Chairs do not sit down and discuss these things, but it 
would be better to do this. 

President's Report 
l. C. Dahl said a delegation of alumni, parents, a few students and administration attended SUNY Day a week ago. It 
was a generally successful day; the Chancellor and the Trustees are "on the same page" for advocacy, and there was 
forceful advocacy for system, including restoration of funds. 

2. For the first time in anyone's memory at SUNY Day, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and President 
Pro-Tempore of the Senate Joe Bruno attended, plus 29 SUNY Presidents. Both Silver and Bruno discussed 
restorations to TAP and to SUNY funding. The advocacy campaign seems more coherent than it did a month ago. 
Now, the SUNY system administration has a plan for system advocacy that is more congruent with what students and 
faculty and unions might be doing. This was an encouraging experience, Dahl felt; Art Hatton and Dahl were able to 
talk with one of Geneseo's local legislators very closely. But Dahl cautioned against painting rosy pictures about 
funding restoration to SUNY and TAP. 

3. Dahl consulted with Wallace about appointments to the Provost's Search Committee --a complete, open, national 
search will be made. The College cannot complete this search between now and first of May (especially since Dahl 
was not appointed until effective 28 February). There are also real enfranchisement issues for students and faculty if 
a search runs past the time school is in session. The College wants the maximum of students and faculty exposed to 
candidates. Dahl hopes to get this search finished expeditiously during the fall. This is the most important academic 
position in the College, so the search must be made carefully. Fidura will continue as Interim Provost until a new 
Provost is appointed, and he can also apply for the permanent position if he wishes. 

Wallace said he's been in touch with the Distinguished Professors about the selection of faculty members of the 
search committee. 

4. The Planning Council has been working hard on planning grants; Dahl said he would give a report today about 
what the Planning Council has been discussing--reallocation of funds, increasing incoming revenues, saving money, 

. etc. 

R. Anemone asked Dahl why the Board of Trustees felt it necessary to hire a crisis manager at $125,000; Dahl 
explained that the position had been open since last spring. The position is not, strictly speaking, a crisis 
management position, but a general advancement position for the SUNY system. This is an expensive position , but 
the salary is not inappropriate when compared to similar positions in other university systems. The position is indeed 
important Dahl explained that part of the problem in this year's budget advocacy efforts is that SUNY is always 
getting negative press; someone needs to coordinate efforts at the system level so that the message about SUNY's 
value gets out. Dahl supports this position in principle. 

Anemone also asked about a student who nearly died recently, according to the Livingston County News. 
Dahl agreed that this was an interesting and terribly troubling case. A Geneseo student involved in a quasi-rush 
activity utterly unauthorized by the College managed to drink until he had reached a blood alcohol level of .49. He is 
in the hospital right now, and his condition is guarded. Dahl said that this incident illustrates that the question the 
community most persistently asks the college is about off-campus drinking and related behavior. But the community 
needs to address the question, too. Things going on off campus are not under the control of the University Police or 
of the Student Affairs Committee, etc. The College needs to think about its connection with Greek organizations, of 
r,:ourse, though this incident did not occur in a recognized Greek organization. The College no longer acts "in loco 
parentis", so the question is how situations like these can be dealt with. President has already appointed a Task Force 
on Greek affairs. 
Provost's Report 
l. At the Senate meeting this afternoon, Fidura said he would give a set of numbers about technology funds which 
the College has already received. 

425 



2. The.C~rriculum Task Force wants to bring Phase One of its project to a close by making a formal presentation of 
the pnnc1pl~s an~ goals of Geneseo undergraduate education that has been developing. To do this, the Curriculum 
Tas~ Force ~s ~avmg the ~eport printed and sent to the entire faculty as well as to students wishing copies. The 
President will mclude an msert in the report about what the next step should be. 

The Task Force will then want to move to smaller group meetings. During the All-College Hour on 4 April 
departments , students, and staff are encouraged to meet in groups to address two broad questions: 

A .. How does the present curriculum address principles and goals the Task Force has put together? 
B. How can the curriculum change to address these principles and goals? 

Members of the Task Force are available for these meetings if desired. Department Chairs and Student 
representatives will summarize discussions for the Curriculum Task Force to start developing for the fall an outline 
of what a revised curriculum might look like; the outline will come to the faculty by December of 1996, it is hoped. 

3. Fidura also reported that the computing facilities in South Hall are at capacity even though it just opened; a 
96-station computer facility is already full. The College does have some money to put an instructional-based 
computer lab in the Library for its Information Access courses and for general public use at other times; in addition, 
the former Fraser Library computer lab may need to be restarted. Clearly, Fidura concluded, the College is making 
use of the money spent on these facilities. 

Anemone asked whether departments should talk at the proposed meetings about how their curriculum will fit the 
Task Force Report. Yes, said Fidura. He reminded the Committee that there are a wide range of models; the Task 
Force has not made any final decisions yet. Some colleges have general education entirely within departments; some 
have "theme" requirements in general education. 

Fidura envisions a day of brainstorming throughout the campus. Departments can ask themselves, "What are we 
doing now, and how we can do it better in our departments OR across the campus?" 

K. Fletcher asked whether a proposal would come to the College Senate in 1996. Fidura said that an outline of what 
a new curriculum might look like will come to the faculty in December 1996, and the College will discuss this 
together. After discussion, implementation would go through College Senate just as any program change would. The 
process at most colleges takes about five years. Colleges that have taken less time have usually not gotten sufficient 
faculty input. So departments will have to be involved. 

University Senator's Report 
No report. 

Treasurer's Report 
C. Leary reported that the Spring Reminder Letter for the Senate Appeal has gone out; the Senate's account balance 
stands $3947.84. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
K. Jones said that, in response to Anemone's memo about replication of course approval duties, it seems that the core 
approval process does involve some duplication of effort. Some courses will pass Core Committees but not the 
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, and conversely. 

Jones said that the agenda for the afternoon's Senate meeting would be brief; UCC would also make a friendly 
amendment to change the wording to an amendment offered by the School of Education. 

UCC will meet next after spring break-- the exact date will be announced later. The Committee will consider some 
courses for deletion; a revised course and a new course in Political Science; and a few other minor items of business 
related to the Social Science Core. 
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Policy Committee Report 
No report. 

Graduate Affairs Committee Report 
The Committee present proposals on deleting four mathematics courses; Wallace said he had listed these for a 
second reading because they were published early enough. 

At the last meeting, the Committee discussed the proposal about how curriculum proposals are sent through. The 
Committee also decided it would be messy if both curriculum committees had to bring this to Senate, so Graduate 
Affairs would provide some input to UCC on this matter, but would most likely defer to UCC's judgment. 

Faculty Affairs Committee Report 
R. Anemone announced that SOFI proposals will come to Senate today. There was a slight mistake in the first 
proposal (Bulletin, p 420), as it appeared in the Bulletin. Wallace said he could offer corrections during the Faculty 
Affairs Committee Report on the Senate floor. 

The proposal suggests a revised way to report SOFI data back to faculty; the disciplinary areas proposed were 
discussed and negotiated. The Department Communicative Disorders and Sciences will be its own disciplinary area 
in this case. In discussions this seemed better than lumping this with other groups. 

The second proposal is a short one, presenting the idea of maintaining long-term comparability of SOFis by keeping 
them on a five-year schedule (Bulletin, p. 421 ). Wallace said a question may come up about the current SOFI 
instrument. Anemone said that the Committee is proposing that the current instrument be the first five-year 
instrument. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 
A. Whitehead said the Committee would meet on 26 March. 

Central Council Report 
l. C. Cusack reported that the Student Association is still short one Senator after one recently resigned. They are 
working on finding a new Senator soon. 
2. The Co-curricular Transcripts Planning Committee has published a report with about 25 pages of research on the 
co-curricular transcript program. 
3. At the SUNY Student Assembly meeting two weekends ago, Geneseo 's two resolutions on the SUNY budget 
were passed with applause. 
4. On 28 March, Geneseo will host a SUNY budget rally; the Student Association will invite Assemblyman Joe 
Morelle on the Assembly's Higher Education Committee, as well as the participation of students and the media. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
S. Bossung said that she would ask for a deletion of a phrase from the last set of Senate minutes concerning 
eligibility for nominations for the President's Award in Excellence in Academic Advising. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Wallace announced that CAS picked up the costs of newly-appointed President Dahl's celebratory cake. 

NEW BUSINESS 
On the first two visits that Wallace and Reber made to the University Senate Meetings, the University Faculty paid 
the expenses of the Campus Governance Leader (Wallace). Since Wallace and Reber shared transportation and 
lodging, no costs were charged to the local Senate account. The third meeting will be held in Syracuse in April. 
Campus Governance Leaders are not included in this meeting. Wallace wondered how Senate could cover Reber's 
trip to the University Senate at Syracuse. College Senate Bulletins, he noted, have been costing less, so there may be 
money left in that account, but there is no guarantee of that. Leary said this should be discussed at Senate. Dahl 
asked what the standing accounts are. There is a University Senator account for which he gets statements. Wallace 
explained that the University Senator account is unusual, since it still has Jim Chen's name attached to it. Wallace 
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said we would find the money in some way. Bossung said we should know what happened in past because this will 
come up again. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Wallace adjourned the meeting at 12.58 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Graham N Drake 
College Senate Secretary 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------·-------------------------------

All-College Meeting 

12 March 1996 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Wallace called the All-College meeting to Order at 4.02 PM. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: A motion to adopt the agenda was made and seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS (Bulletin, p. 418) 

The nominations appearing on p. 418 were presented to the Senate. 

Nominations from the Floor for Senate Positions 
J. Lovett (Biology) nominated Ray Spear from Biology for the position of Senate Treasurer. The nomination was 
seconded and passed unanimously. 

A motion was made to close nominations. It was seconded without discussion and passed unanimously. 

Additional Nominations 
Nominations for the General Education , Professional Programs, Professional Leave, Social Sciences Core, and 
Humanities Core Committees were presented, though they could not be added to from the floor. 

ADJOURNMENT 
E. Wallace adjourned the meeting at 4:12PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Graham N. Drake 
College Senate Secretary 
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College Senate Minutes 

13 February 1996 

Present: J. Allen, R. Anemone, S. Apicella, S. Bandoni, S. Baxi, J. Bearden, J. Boiani, S. Bossung, J. Bushnell, K. 
Cooper, J. Copenhaver, C. Cusack, C. Dahl, M. Dainton, G. DeBolt, S. Derne, G. Drake, S. Edgar, K. Fletcher, M. 
Gabay, K. Gates, E. Gillin, W. Gohlman, T. Greenfield, R. Hall, S. Hanft, S. Hozman, J. Hunter, D. Johnson, K. 
Jones, D. Jones, E. Kannyo, T. Karch, C. Kilma, M. LacellePeterson, R. Lagesse, C. Leary, R. Lin, J. Liu, B. 
Lofquist, C. Lougeay, A. Luis, T. Macula, B. Mason, J. McCartin, R. McCluskey, D. McPherson, A. Mellor, M. 
Mitschow, A. Morris, M. Navarro, J. Over, S. Padalino, N. Pallot, J. Reber, D. Repinski, A. Reynolds, B. Ristow, L. 
Sancilio, J. Scrafford, S. Shonk, W. Spruill, J. Stone, L. Stone, D. Tamarim, E. Wallace (Chair), I . White, A. 
Whitehead, J. Williams, L. Wrubel, I. Lux, 

Absent: S. Andrews, S. Bailey, P. Christopher, K. Dalton, B. Evans, A. Hatton, 
I. Kimball, H. Kirkwood, K. Levison, K. Pennington, E. Reiman, A. Samson, M. Stolee, C. Tang, M. Teres, M. 
Torres, D. Watt 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Wallace called the meeting to order at 4.13 PM. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
A motion to adopt the agenda was made and seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SENATE MEETING (13 February 1996, Bulletin pages 
388-92.) 
Vice-ChairS. Bossung asked for a correction to the minutes. The words "of those who haven't been nominated for 
five years" in the Vice-Chair's report on p. 391 of the Bulletin should be deleted. The new sentence reads, 
"Renominations will be considered, but new nomination materials should be sent in because the Committee does not 
keep files of older nominations." 

The minutes were approved unanimously as amended. 

SENATE REPORTS 

President's Report 
l. C. Dahl, Art Hatton, alumni, faculty and students went to Albany for SUNY day last Tuesday. Dahl pronounced 
the event effective for getting SUNY's message out about its budget. Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and President 
Pro-Tempore of the Senate Joseph Bruno addressed the various SUNY delegations during lunch and spoke of 
needing to restore funds to TAP and the SUNY budget and to support flexibility. All parties also agreed that it might 
be beneficial to delay the state budget process by waiting for the federal budget to straighten itself out first; this 
could of course take longer. 

Dahl made two general points about SUNY Day: 
A. The Trustees and the SUNY administration are much more focused in their lobbying efforts than before. 
B. Dahl cautioned against too much encouragement about the budget; he urged members of the College 
community to continue expressing their opinions to legislators. Dahl characterized the situation as moving 
from being horrendous to being horrible, so advocacy is still needed. 

2. The College is beginning the process of selecting a Search Committee for a full national search for Provost for 
Geneseo. Dahl has consulted Senate Chair Wallace about selection procedures and has agreed to five rather than four 
faculty on this Committee. A group that includes the College Senate Chair, the University Senator and the faculty 
holding Distinguished Ranks will choose faculty members for the Committee; there are similar procedures for 
choosing staff and students. This is a vitally important search, and Dahl hopes to find a pool of as many outstanding 
candidates as possible. 
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~nfort~nately, because of delays in Trustee approval for the current President (effective 28 February), it would be 
Impossible to post the position on 1 March, expect a good applicant pool by 15 April, and conduct campus visits 
before the end of exams; doing it this way would extend the search into the summer and keep large constituency 
grou_ps (students, faculty) from being involved. So the search will continue into the fall. F. Fidura has agreed to 
~ontm~e serving as Interim Provost, and Dahl has also informed Fidura of the option to apply for the permanent job 
If he WIShes. 

Applications are due in early fall. After these are screened, there will be airport interviews followed by campus visits 
of the finalists. Dahl thought this plan would ensure the best and most thorough national search for the new Provost. 

3. Dahl next gave a brief report about the activities of the College Planning Council report. This will be one of a 
series of regular reports to Senate and Senate Executive Committee about the Planning Council's activities. The 
President said he will also discuss Planning Council issues with Central Council and (for their information) with the 
heads of the collective bargaining units on campus. 

The Planning Council has been considering resource reallocation and ways of cutting expenses; the Council will also 
discuss how to increase revenues for College. This year, the Planning Council has streamlined its grants evaluation 
process through assignments to subcommittees to maximize the time that the Council's plenary sessions. In the 
plenary sessions, the Council has been looking at the Mission and Goals Statement, streamlining the document and 
identifying goals such as using technology, increasing external support, and diversifying and internationalizing the 
student body and staff. Innovation is important in a variety of fields, Dahl noted, yet the College must continue to 
perform its basic functions well. 

Dahl has shared patterns of institutional spending with the Planning Council. He is also trying to make sure the -
campus is involved in discussions of resource reallocation, and not just through Planning Council. The Planning 
Council realizes that although the ·College Administration handles immediate expenses, it still must consult the 
Department Chairs, Planning Council, and other bodies need consultation on such issues. So information on these 
issues will be disseminated widely. 

As for cutting budgets, Dahl asked how much longer the College can make a series of individual cuts without 
structural change--by making programs larger or smaller, for instance? It is almost impossible nowadays to find easy 
cuts; the Planning Council has looked at changes to re-engineer systems and consolidate programs. The Council's 
unsensational but useful conclusion: in planing future savings, the College must keep its central mission in mind. The 
Planning Council has also studied data on productivity from various departments. Dahl found the advice of the 
Planning Council very useful and appreciated their efforts. 

J. Boiani (Chemistry) asked how the State expect to run if its budget is delayed indefinitely. Dahl replied that the 
Legislature is now considering a series of continuing resolutions that will run this year's budget into next year's in an 
unprecedented manner. Sen. Bruno is particularly interested in getting legislative business done in blocks of time. 
Meanwhile, Dahl noted, the College's own budget still runs through the 30th of June. The President hopes SUNY 
will keep to the 1 July - 30 June fiscal year. 

T. Macula (Mathematics) had several comments and questions: 

1. He agreed with the need to "to keep up the heat" on legislators to let them know SUNY is important. The Union 
[UUP] is for full restoration of the budget while SUNY Central is not pressing for this; the latter's position has 
apparently changed somewhat. What are the Trustees and Chancellor now actually asking for? 

Dahl said he would respond with a general comment first. Different people come at SUNY budget in different ways 
and in different roles. The roles played by various constituencies are much more compatible than they might have 
been a while back. It is not clear that the Trustees or the Chancellor are asking for full restoration, but of course the 
restoration is based on issues like the hospitals. The Chancellor's advocacy materials see a $70.9 million dollar gap 
now, not a $98 million gap. The Chancellor is arguing that without measures such as enabling legislation, SUNY 
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will have to close or reduce programs or will have to suffer unacceptable cuts in quality. The Chancellor was asked 
for a specific number, but he said he didn't want to have a number that was too small. 

2. How are the Trustees making up the gap? The Trustees have apparently agreed to a $250 tuition increase. Does 
the Chancellor support this position also? 

• Dahl replied that as the state budget is currently constructed, without the tuition increase there will be incredible 
cuts. 

3. This morning's Democrat and Chronicle reported that Bruno has changed positions, and no longer supports 
Pataki's budget, since it counts on federal funds that are increasingly less likely. In order to balance the state budget, 
Bruno now favors deeper cuts than before. 

Dahl responded that he could not comment since he had not seen the article yet, but did say that if Bruno wants 
deeper cuts, they should definitely not come out of the SUNY budget. 

The moral of the story, said Dahl, is that it if you have opinions about the budget, it makes good sense to continue 
conveying them to State Legislators. This is the sense Dahl got speaking to Geneseo's Legislators. 

R. Anemone (Anthropology) said there was a Union meeting last week about arming the Campus Police. He asked if 
this issue would be a high priority for the President's Office next year? Dahl replied that no decision will be made 
without careful study of all sides of the issue. He has not seen a careful study of this type yet. While this matter will 
not be an issue during this academic year, it is an extremely important and complex one, and Dahl wishes to deal 
with it clearly. 

Bill Lofquist (Sociology) asked whether Senate has a role in this issue. Dahl said he is inclined to appoint an expert 
group 

At end of Dahl's report, Senate Chair Wallace thought it would be appropriate to show congratulations to the newly 
appointed President through applause. Dahl responded that he values the kind of representative body the Senate is 
and looks forward to continuing consultative and collegial relationships with the Senate. 

Provost's Report 
I. F. Fidura gave a final report on funding for technology. The College has spent $113, 000 in SCAP funds. It has 
also spent $129,000 in Education Technology Initiative funds for technology, which had been built into the spending 
plan of the Academic Computing Advisory Committee. In addition, $192,000 in undergraduate academic equipment 
funds have been devoted to equipment or technology. Finally, $72, 000 in undergraduate academic replacement 
funds that had been held back are now available. 

2. While Fidura believes that South Hall has been functioning well, it is already being used to capacity after just 
being opened, especially its computer labs. Fidura has seen students waiting in line for computers in a lab with 96 
stations. Meanwhile, students are also filling up Departmental public access labs such as the Computer Science, 
School of Business, and School of Education labs. To meet the needs of students more effectively, Fidura proposed 
the following actions: 

A. A computer-based classroom may be installed in the Library with 20-25 stations for the Library to use to 
teach Information Literacy courses; at other times, the classroom could function as a public access lab. 
B. There used to be a computer lab in Fraser Library, and with additional funds, the College may be able to 
reinstate the lab to take care of overflow from South Hall. 

3. Fidura reported on the Curriculum Task Force's (CTF's) activities. The Task Force is releasing its findings on the 
principles and goals of Geneseo's undergraduate education in a formal publication which will be sent to faculty and 
staff and made available to students through student government. CTF feels it has achieved as much as it can for now 
through the open discussion format; for the next phase, the Task Force wants to hold conversations in smaller 

431 



grou~s . On 4 April during the All-College Hour, the CTF will ask Departments to meet and address two general 
questions: 

A. How well does the Department's present programs address the principles and goals presented by the 
CTF? 

B. How might the Department's programs or general education be improved to address these principles and 
goals? 

Departments can request ·a member of the CTF to join the discussion if they wish. Student representatives on the 
Task Force have set up meetings with students. At a Department Chairs meeting, CTF will hear reports on the 
Departmental and student meetings. For the fall of 1996, the CTF can begin an outline of the approaching curriculum 
revision. This will involve faculty discussion; the outlines will then come back to Senate in late fall of 1996. At that 
point, CTF can begin to think about specific implementation plans. 

Alyssa Morris (Student Association) said she was glad about the new computers. But while the number of on-line 
computers in the College Union has doubled, many of them are not working. Fidura said the technology money 
available can be used for repairs but not people, and there is a problem with getting enough support personnel. CIT 
is under a terrible strain right now, and a huge number of person hours are still needed to get new computers set up. 
The College does plan to take some funds from the Educational Technology Fee to hire two support people who can 
make repairs and connections, ultimately working in the residence halls as they go on-line. 

M. Stolee (History) related an anecdote about on-line computer availability. She recently gave a class of thirteen an 
on-line library assignment, but six of them could not finish it. Fidura thought her story illustrated how a new facility 
in the library would benefit students. 

Chair's Report 
E. Wallace provided addresses of legislators (including e-mail addresses -- Page 438) and encouraged College 
Senators to write them concerning the SUNY budget (See sample letter on page 437). He also suggested writing to 
the Governor's liaison in the State Education Office. Wallace stressed that it is important to make Geneseo's 
presence known and to advocate for restoration of SUNY funds. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
No report. 

Treasurer's Report 
C. Leary reported that the spring reminder letter for the Senate Appeal has gone out. The Senate's account balance is 
now $4028.05. 

University Faculty Senator's Report 
No report. 

Central Council Report 
1. C. Cusack announced that Michael Torres, student member of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, has 
resigned from his position. The position will be filled shortly. 

2. The student Senators have set up an e-mail account so that students can voice their opinions on issues, policies, 
etc., at Geneseo. The e-mail account is called STUDENTS. 

3. The Co-curricular Transcript Planning Committee has completed a report on the implementation of such a 
transcript program at Geneseo. This report will be submitted to various members of the College Administration. 
Copies, of the report are available in the Student Association Office, College Union Room 316. 

4 . Members of Central Council attended the Student Assembly emergency session on the SUNY budget during the 
first weekend in March. Two resolutions from Geneseo were passed by an overwhelming majority, one demanding 
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full restoration of financial aid, and the other advocating against the proposed tuition increase, and demanding full 
and total restoration of state support for SUNY at the 1994-95 level. Various other resolutions were passed during 
the session. Copies of these resolutions are available in the Student Association Office as well. 

5. The Student Association is planning a SUNY budget rally for 28 March in the College Union during the 
All-College Hour. Assemblyman Joe Morelle, Geneseo alumnus and member of the Higher Education Committee, 
will be invited to speak. The Student Association will also invite other SUNY schools, community colleges and 
members of the College community. 

REPORTS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
K. Jones announced a change in the wording for the foreign language competence requirements for education 
majors, as requested by Dean's Office. At its 12 December meeting, UCC had passed a change that had read that 
Education majors should not be allowed to take these foreign language courses on a pass/fail basis. Associate Dean 
Laura Wrubel had pointed out that this wording ought to apply not just to Education majors, but to anyone seeking 
certification. After conferring with Mary Jensen of Education and Gerard Gouvernet of Foreign Languages, Jones 
prepared a wording that will appear in three places in the College Bulletin: the phrase "satisfactory completion of the 
foreign language requirement" would be changed to "satisfactory completion (may not elect a pass-fail option) of the 
foreign language requirement." 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee then moved the first reading for the Program revision in 15-hour Liberal Arts 
Concentration in Theater (Bulletin, pages 344 and 354). The motions was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee moved the following second readings: 

New Courses: 
ARTH 285, Issues in Contemporary Art (Bulletin, page 402) 

Course Deletions: ., 
CSCI 271, Assembly Language and Data Communications (Bulletin, page 404). 
CSCI 272, FORTRAN as a Second Language (Bulletin, page 404). 

Deletion for the Social Science Core: 
HIST 211, The Early Middle Ages (Bulletin, page 404). 

Additions to the Social Science Core: 
HIST 204, US History since 1945 (Bulletin, page 404) 
HIST 250, Work and Workers in Modern America (Bulletin, page 404) 
HIST 263, Civil War and Reconstruction (Bulletin, page 404) 

Additions to Critical Reasoning Core: 
MATH 160, Elements of Chance (Bulletin, page 404). 

All of these second readings were seconded and passed unanimously without discussion . 

The next meeting of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee is on 2 April at 4 in Sturges 111. 

Faculty Affairs Committee Report 
R. Anemone presented the Committee 's proposal to revise the SOFI data analysis form, which is to include the 
statistical distribution for seven questions plus histograms and new descriptive data. With its proposals listed on 
page 420 of the Bulletin, the Faculty Affairs Committee hoped to retain the basic format of the current system but 
add a few changes and modifications. 
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l. The F~culty Affairs Committee moved the first reading of the SOFI Data Analysis Format (Bulletin, 420). 
The motwn was seconded. 

Anemone noted that item number five of this proposal had been modified and should read as follows: 

Mo~if~ the Table that currently presents mean values for each of the seven questions by adding Standard 
Devtatwns. Calculate standard deviations for the Departmental means, All-College means, and Disciplinary 
Area mean~ b~s:d on the mean values of individual course-sections rather than based on the (much larger) 
number of mdlVIdual student responses. Calculate standard deviations for individual course sections based 
on all student responses in each course-section. 

The Committee will discuss precise calculations with the Office of Institutional Research. 

Anemone also pointed out the proposed Disciplinary Areas appearing in the Senate Bulletin, pages 420-21. 

K. Jones (Communicative Disorders and Sciences) asked if there was discussion to include her Department with the 
School of Business. Anemone replied that the Faculty Affairs Committee did discuss this matter. He also noted that 
the Planning Council defines an area called "Professional Programs," and the College Bulletin defines certain 
departments not as members as any academic unit but as their own units. So there are several different kinds of 
groupings for different purposes on campus. 

J. Hunter (History) was concerned about the catch-all grouping "Interdepartmental". She wondered how useful it was 
to compare honors courses to Health and Physical Education classes. Anemone replied that there is a growing trend 

towards INTO courses, and so putting American Studies, Environmental Studies, etc. together makes sense. HP&E is 
a very small component, and Anemone could not see another category to assign it to. He said that he was more 
concerned with Education courses that are listed as INTO and wishes they could count for these purposes as EDUC 
(Education). Hunter subsequently asked why HP&E could not be counted separately as was SP&A (Speech 
Pathology and Audiology?) Anemone said that there certainly could be a case for considering HP&E by itself, but 
the other courses do fit the interdisciplinary moniker. 

In response to a similar question from Associate Provost Bruce Ristow concerning American Studies. Anemone said 
that the Committee did not want to associate an interdisciplinary course with another area just because a professor 
from that area teaches the course. What would happen, after all, if a professor from another area taught the course 
later? Anemone reaffirmed that interdisciplinary courses do exist. 

Steve Deme (Sociology) asked whether the Committee had made calculations between courses of different sizes. 
Anemone said that Bearden and Padalino had downloaded a whole semester's data from the Office of Institutional 
Research onto a computer. From this data, the Committee did discuss the differences Deme raised, among many 
others. While the Committee did not perform tests of statistical significance, they did see certain patterns that made it 
seem reasonable to continue with the original suggestion of comparing courses that are similar that could perhaps 
show different patterns of SOFI scores. 

J. Bearden (Sociology) agreed that interdisciplinary status and class size differences were indeed important. 

Don Jones (Education) asked if graduate and undergraduate courses would be considered together. Anemone 
replied that course level was originally one of the topics the Committee had thought of separating out, but the 
Committee had found no particularly interesting differences. The Committee feels that enrollment size covers the 
variation that course level was also involved in. By looking at small courses, there is a comparison between upper 
and lower division courses that are similar and that show up similarly in the statistical reports. So the Committee did 
drop out the level of the course. 
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S. Edgar (Philosophy) asked whether the Committee had mocked up a sample Data Analysis Form and wanted to 
know if the results would still be reported on one page. Anemone said that the Committee had essentially done this, 
adding a fourth histogram bar and expanding the table up above the histograms. The new Data Analysis form will 
display means plus standard deviations for four items. 

Edgar then asked whether the new form would also retain the all-college mean? No, said Anemone, only for small, 
medium, and large classes. 

The motion passed the first reading unanimously. 

2. The Faculty Affairs Committee moved the first reading of a change in the SOFI re-evaluation period (Bulletin, p. 
421). The motion was seconded. 

Anemone explained that the change to a five-year rotation of the SOFI instrument would provide continuity. Some 
faculty come up for tenure with three different SOFI forms. The Office of Institutional Research, which worked with 
Faculty Affairs on the SOFI proposals, felt the revising the SOFI instrument every three years seemed compulsive. 

Discussion followed. Boiani asked when SOFI's would come up again in Senate. Anemone said that the Committee 
wants the current SOFI to come up for revision after a period of five years. 

Responding to a question from Jim Allen (Psychology) about what reviewing means, Anemone believed that the 
notion of change was implied in this word in a certain way. If the SOFI gets reviewed, it might be reviewed and 
changed, or it might only be reviewed. Allen then asked if this procedure was different from previous process of 
change? No it isn't. The history is that it always gets changed or modified a bit. Allen still felt putting language in 
the proposal that doesn't necessarily require the SOFI to be changed might be helpful. 

Macula agreed with Allen; what would happen if a SOFI instrument was implemented one year but the faculty then 
hated it the next year? Perhaps, he mused, the option of changing it every three years would be a good solution. 

J. Reber (Physics) said he liked the five-year cycle because it makes faculty evaluations easier. 

Edgar pointed out that the SOFI instrument really has not been changed every three years; there was a long period 
when it was not changed. But the point was that when it was originally put in, it needed to be basically reapproved by 
the faculty, but there doesn't seem to be that much of a need to keep saying "reapproved"; so perhaps "reviewed" or 
"reevaluated" would be sufficient. 

Don Jones (School of Education) asked if the Committee intended to freeze the SOFI for a five year period. 
Anemone said that typically, the Committee's reevaluation involves looking at the SOFI form rather than the data 
analysis sheet. Certainly, a Faculty Affairs Committee five years from now could decide it had a better way to do the 
analysis, but this doesn't necessarily come with the territory. The typical pattern of the Faculty Affairs Committee has 
been to need a year to revise and review the SOFI and not even take on the data analysis sheet. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Policy Committee Report 
G De Bolt moved the first reading for the Policy for Retaining Papers from Previous Semesters (Bulletin, page 399). 
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously without discussion. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 
A. Whitehead said that the Committee's next meeting would take place on 26 March. 

Graduate Affairs Committee Report 
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K. Fletcher moved the following second readings of course deletions on behalf of the Graduate Affairs Committee 
(Bulletin, page 409): 

MATH 425, Advanced Calculus II 
MATH 426, Differential Equations II 
MATH 443, Advanced Probability Theory 
MATH 479, Workshop: The Graphing Calculator in the Secondary Mathematics Classroom 

Members of the Committee should look in the mail for an announcem~nt on next meeting . 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business. 

NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Wallace adjourned the meeting at 5.20 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Graham N Drake 
College Senate Secretary 

---------------------------------------·----·-----------·------------------------------------------------------
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Contact These Senators by e-mail 

Catherine Abate 27th ABATE@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
HEC Howard Babbush 19th BABBUSH@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 

Joseph L. Bruno 43rd BRUNO@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
John A. DeFrancisco 49th JDEFRANC@SENATE.STA TE.NY.US 

*** Richard Dollinger 54th DOLLINGE@SENATE.STA TE.NY.US 
Pedro Espada.Jr. 32nd ESPADA@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
Hugh T. Farley 44th FARLEY@SENA TE.STA TE.NY.US 
Josephe L. Galiber 33rd GALIBER@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
Roy M. Goodman 26th GOODMAN@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 

HEC Michael J. Hoblock,Jr 2nd HOBLOCK@SENA TE.STA TE.NY.US 
Joseph R. Holland 38th HOLLAND@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 

*** John R. Kuhl, Jr. 52nd KUHL@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
James J. Lack 2nd LACK@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 

HEC Kenneth P. LaValle 1st LAV ALLE@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
HEC Serphin R. Maltese 15th MALTESE@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 

Marty Markowitz 20th MARKOWIT@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
*** Michael Nozzolio 53rd NOZZOLIO@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 

Suzi Oppenheimer 36th OPPENHEI@SENA TE.STATE.NY. US 
*** Jess J. Present 56th PRESENT@SENA TE.STA TE.NY. US 

Stephen M. Saland 41st SALAND@SENATE.STATE.NY. US 
Martin M. Solomon 22nd SOLOMON@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
Nich~las A. Spano · 35th SPANO@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 

HEC Michael J. Tully, Jr. 7th TULLY@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
Guy J. Velella 34th VELELLA @SENA TE.ST ATE.NY. US 
James W. Wright 46th WRIGHT@SENATE.STATE.NY.US 
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