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Announcements 

Dates for remaining Spring College Senate Meetings 
Spring Meetings of the College Senate will take place on the following dates: 

March 12, 1996 (All College Meeting) 
April 9, 1996 
May 7, 1996 

All meetings are at 4:00PM in Newton 204 

Please note: The All-College Meeting will be held on March 12, 1996, immediately preceding 
the College Senate Meeting. At this time, the slate of nominations for Senate Offices and 
at-large Senate seats will be presented. Although the Nominations Committee is no longer 
receiving nominations for Senate Offices, nominations for Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Senators-at-Large will be taken from the floor at the All-College Meeting. Individuals interested 
in offering nominations are encouraged to attend the All-College Meeting to do so. 

Nominations for the 1995-96 
Richard Roark Award 

Shortly after Richard Roark's untimely death in 1970, a group of his friends established 
an award to honor his memory. Richard's friends described him this way: "Richard was a special 
kind of human being who valued the humane and ethical above all else. He was a scholar and 
intellectual" who" treasured learning and especially books with which, he thought, every person 
could access the accumulated knowledge and wisdom of all previous civilizations." 

The Richard Roark Award is given to a graduating senior whose scholarship and 
community service exemplify the qualities that were so important to Richard. The recipient is 
given a stipend to purchase books, and the recipient's name will be inscribed on a plaque 
displayed in the Robert MacVittie College Union. 

Please Submit nominations by Apri115, 1995 to: 

Ed Wallace 
Department of Mathematics 

South Hall 324 B 

Chair's Note: Many Senators changed offices recently. If your Senate Bulletin is being 
delivered to the wrong address, or if your mailing label is incorrect, please forward your correct 
address to Ed Wallace, Dept. of Mathematics, South Hall 324 B to have your address updated in 
the Senate database. 
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Resolution 

Whereas Dr. Christopher C. Dahl has performed the duties as Interim President of 
SUNY Geneseo with distinction and . , 

Whereas. Dr. Dahl has earned the confidence and respect of the entire college 
community, and 

Whereas Dr. Dahl has (finally) been appointed by the Board of Trustees as 
President of the College, 

It is resolved that: 

On behalf of the faculty, staff and students of The State University College at 
Geneseo, the Executive Committee of the College Senate extends its sincere 
congratulations to Dr. Christopher C. Dahl upon becoming President of Geneseo 
and pledges its continued cooperation to work with him for the good of the 
institution. · 

Passed by Senate Executive Committee unanimously 2/27/96. 

Faculty Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes 
February 27, 1996 

Present: R. Anemone (Chair), J. Bearden, J. Over, D. Tamarin, K. Broikou, M.Mitschow, 
J. Scrafford, J. Lovett, E. Kannyo, D. Repinski 

Excused: J. Liu 

Absent: H. Kirkwood, S. Padalino, K. Gates, M. Navarro, S. Andrews 

After a brief discussion of the 2 different graphic methods of presentation of SOFI data that were on the table, a 
vote was taken and the result was unanimous support for retaining the current histogram design with the 4 
comparisons discussed at previous meetings (e.g., department mean, all college mean of courses with similar 
enrollment, disciplinary area mean of courses with similar enrollment). The proposed design then includes 4 
histogram columns (in place of the three currently used) for each of the 7 SOFI questions. In addition a table will 
accompany the histograms and will include means and standard deviations for the data presented in the histograms. 

The committee then attempted to come up with a workable classification of all departments into a limited 
number of "disciplinary areas". Controversy and lack of consensus was clear on this issue, with serious differences of 
opinion on the disciplinary affiliations (for the purposes of SOFI comparisons only) of departments like Computer 
Science and Communicative Disorders. It was decided that the Chair of the Faculty Affairs Committee would seek 
the guidance of the Senate Executive Committee and possibly the Provost to determine if there were institutional 
guidelines currently in place that might be used to determine the appropriate categories for all departments, or to 
suggest a process whereby the committee (or some other body) might generate such a classification. 
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The Committee will meet again on Tuesday, March 6, at 4 PM to consider these issues and the enrollment 
cutoffs to be used in the analysis for disciplinary area and all-college comparisons. The Committee plans to have a 
proposal for discussion at the March 12 Senate meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Robert L. Anemone 
Chair 

Graduate Academic Affairs Committee 
February 28, 1996 

Present: Kurt Fletcher, Judy Bushnell, Joby Copenhaver, Don Jones, David Johnson, Jack Tessier, Dean's 
Representatives: Doug Harke, Ray Lagesse, Visitors: Janice Green 

1.) The committee approved the deletion of the following courses: 

Math 425 - Advanced Calculus II 
Math 426 - Differential Equations II 
Math 443 - Advanced Probability Theory 
Math 479- Workshop: The Graphing Calculator in the Secondary Mathematics Classroom 

These course have not been offered in a number of years and are not applicable to the MS in Secondary 
Mathematics. 

2.) The committee discussed the Proposed Revision of Procedure for Curriculum Approval, submitted by the Dean's 
Office. This proposal is in response to discussions between the chairs of GAAC and UCC and the Dean, Provost, and 
Associate Dean Wrubel. The revision entails administrative review of curricular materials prior to academic review 
by the curriculum committees of Senate. K. Fletcher reminded committee members that the UCC minutes of last 
week reflected some concerns which had been raised. The committee suggested one point of clarification: What is 
the procedure to be followed in the event that the Dean objects to the proposal but the academic department does not 
wish to alter the proposal? Can the proposal still then be submitted to UCC or GAAC by the department, without the 
Dean's approval? Other than this, the committee did not have any strong objections to the proposal, but refrained 
from voting on it so that it can be brought to the floor of the Senate by a single committee, UCC, which will be most 
affected by the changes. 

3.) Janice Green, a graduate assistant in the continuing education and graduate offices, presented the present form of 
the Graduate Welcoming Booklet to the committee members. The booklet is geared to provide information to 
graduate students who are "newcomers" and have not attended Geneseo before. She passed out copies and asked for 
comments from the committee. J. Bushnell suggested adding some additional materials from the library. The format 
was discussed, and a 5.5" by 8.5" booklet format was suggested. Distribution was also discussed. The committee 
agreed to set an April 1 deadline on formatting and revision the document. At that time it will be sent to the printers 
in whatever form so that it can be distributed to incoming students. 

Respectfully submitted, 

K. Fletcher 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
27 February 1996 

Present: A. Whitehead (Chair), S. Bailey, M. Dainton, R. Hall, J. Kimball, C. Klima, B. Lofquist, K. McCartin, S. 
Shonk, J. White, S. Apicella, P. Christopher, M. Gabay, T. Karch, A. Luis. 

Excused: K. Cooper 

Absent: A. Mellor 

A. Luis discussed responses to his letter to the faculty regarding book prices. About half were negative and 
half positive. The Book Board is to be instituted next semester. Most responses to the all-faculty letter were for a 
Book Board. 

Tom Bell from CAS was our guest speaker. There was much discussion regarding the role of CAS on 
campus, its background and the means of pricing items in the area of food service. We were informed about the base 
costs of food items and Mr. Bell mapped out the pricing system. Although it seems that the prices were high 
according to the faculty and students on the committee, we were assured that all the money made on food and 
services goes back into CAS to provide further services for the campus. CAS has no other provider and is separate 
from any privatization, therefore our money stays here on the campus. P. Christopher suggested the return of 
Thursday night "Late Night," and Mr. Bell stated that this would be taken into consideration. Also, breakfast at an 
earlier time on weekends was suggested, a move from 11:00 am to 10:00 am. More nutritional alternatives were 
suggested by J. White, as well as operations that have a lower impact on the environment. M. Gabay suggested 
looking for cheaper contractors, but Mr. Bell said that this is an on-going mission by CAS already. Student Affairs 
Committee members are to receive an invitation to the next Quad Meetings. 

A. Whitehead has been asked to join the Greek Task Force and is looking for suggestions to bring to the 
meetings. 

The Parking Committee is still in the process of meeting and is rewriting current parking regulations, of 
which faculty members should receive copies shortly. There will be open forums to discuss parking in March. J. 
Kimball suggested that open parking after 4:30 would be best for everyone, especially with nighttime events. C. 
Klima suggested faculty be allowed to use visitors' parking on weekends and late nights, especially in the area in 
front of Welles. J. Kimball concurred. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:45PM. Our next meeting will be March 26 at 4:00, Wadsworth 204. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Klima 
Dept. of Foreign Languages 

Executive Committee Minutes 
27 February 1996 

Members Present: B. Anemone, S. Bossung, C. Cusack, G. Drake, F. Fidura, K. Fletcher, C. Leary, J. Reber, E. 
Wallace (Chair), A. Whitehead. 

Excused: C. Dahl, G. De Bolt, K. Jones, W. Spruill. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Senate Chair Wallace called the meeting to order at 12.02 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 20 February 1996 Meeting (Bulletin, pages 400-02) 
G. Drake pointed out that the minutes from 20 February 1996 should read 1996 not 1995; F. Fidura is also 
listed simultaneously as present and as excused (he was actually excused). 
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The minutes were approved unanimously as amended. 

REPORTS 
Chair's Report 

E. Wallace brought up two items. 
1. After consulting with Nancy Kleniewski, Wallace decided in an extraordinary executive action that the Senate 

would purchase a congratulatory cake for newly appointed Geneseo President Christopher Dahl. F. Fidura 
confirmed that the SUNY Board of Trustees had officially appointed Dahl to the office today. 

2. K. Jones has forwarded three concerns from the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: 
A. Last week, the Communications Department had asked for consideration of COMN 160 for Social 
Sciences Core credit. The measure passed successfully in the Social Sciences Core Committee, but UCC 
sent it back. Wallace said the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee's minutes reflect that they didn't think 
the course met all of the criteria for Social Sciences Core. He wondered if this means that there is some 
replication of duties here. Joe Bulsys, among others, was concerned about this decision, since this is not the 
way this process has worked in the past. 
Faculty Affairs Chair R. Anemone, who also chairs the Social Science Core Committee, did feel that 
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee and/or Senate certainly has a right to disagree with the approval of 
Social Sciences core. 
F. Fidura asked whether the issue for UCC is the nature of the course as a Social Science Core course or as 
a course in se ipso. No, Anemone replied; this is a preexisting course. Fidura explained further that the 
Provost's Office had been encouraging the Communications Department very strongly to participate in the 
general education requirements. 
J. Reber agreed with Anemone; the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee can take a recommendation or 
not from the Core Committee. The process can go through Senate approval as well. Wallace said that in his 
own department he's seen various proposals shuttle back and forth between a Core Committee and UCC, 
making him suspect that there might be duplication of effort. Anemone thought that if these levels of · 
evaluation are to exist at all, they should be meaningful. 
S. Bossung asked whether there is a committee that certifies courses for fulfilling the non-Western 
traditions requirement. Fidura said that a committee exists, and reminded the Committee that the 
non-Western traditions requirement is a graduation requirement, not a Core requirement. 
B. Communications wanted to drop the prerequisite for COMN 347 and 348, but then they would become 
300-level courses with no prerequisites. After lengthy debate, UCC wanted to know if there was any 
guideline for prerequisites for 300-level courses. Anemone didn't necessarily want a central administrative 
body telling departments exactly what kinds of prerequisites would be permitted for 300-level courses. 
Reber said that Physics has proposed a digital electronics at the 300 level without prerequisites; the Senate 
objected, so the number was changed to 200. 
C. Leary asked if there was a basic definition of a 300-level course. Bossung remembered when she was 
working with others on the Bulletin, she learned that the English Department, for instance, required 
students to take at least one 200-level course before taking any 300-level courses (Undergraduate Bulletin, 
page 200). Fletcher stressed that this was just in one department. 
Fidura defined the issue as whether an implied prerequisite based on a "maturity" level of sorts exists. In 
other words, while the College may not specify a particular course as a prerequisite, it might require a 
certain number of hours at the 100 level or the 200 level (or some other rule). Furthermore, Fidura asked 
whether there might be some implied prerequisite indicating that a student has been around for a while 
Wallace said that UCC had discussed whether 300-level courses should have at least permission of the 
Department or junior/senior standing. But the Communications Department was arguing, at least to some 
extent, that they would like to have certain 300-level courses open to non-majors. 
Fidura said perhaps a statement like junior/senior status for anyone who wants to take a certain course 
would constitute a certain prerequisite of academic maturity. Bossung reminded the Committee of the 
explanation of numerical course levels on p. 92 of the Undergraduate Bulletin: 
100-199 Introductory (or Elementary) Undergraduate 
200-299 Intermediate Undergraduate 
300-399 Advanced (or Upper-Division) Undergraduate 
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400-499 Graduate 

J. Reber did not think junior/senior-level standing would be enough; a 200-level course in the discipline 
would be more acceptable. 

C. Fi.nally, W~llace reported that the procedure for curriculum proposals discussed recently with the Dean 
had htt a snag m UCC. It appears that most members of UCC think there should be some sort of an 
"appeal" process after a proposal is sent back to a department. Discussion still needed. 
Fidura said that the Dean's objection must be explicit. Fletcher added that the Dean does not make 
objections to curricular matters, only administrative changes. But Reber saw no need for an appeals 
process, since the College Administration can just disapprove anyway. 
S. Bossung wondered whether, instead of an appeals process, there could be a way for a department (even 
while considering the concerns of Administration) to bring the proposal forward again. Fidura answered that 
the original plan was that the Dean's Office was simply going to put a nihil obstat on the proposal; if the 
Dean's Office couldn't do this, then the proposal would have to go back to the department. The Department 
has always been free to send this forward to UCC, but the proposal wouldn't have the signature of the Dean 
because the Dean might still have administrative reservations. So perhaps it would only be necessary to 
specify that the department can send the proposal through without the Dean's signature or that they can 
negotiate with the Dean at that point. 
Wallace didn't think this came out in the Committee's discussion, and since the T. Greenfield was not 
present at the meeting, this detail was not made clear. Wallace felt that this stipulation might be enough to 
make the proposal acceptable to UCC. 

Wallace added that nominations for Senate offices close on 1 March. 

President's Report 
No report. 

Provost's Report 
F. Fidura reported that the Curriculum Task Force held its Open Forum last Thursday on the four-course 
load. The Task Force is going to let the proposal brew for a while. 
Meanwhile, the College has been receiving expected technology funds. The Educational Technology 
Initiative has received its $129,000, and an additional $192,000 in additional academic funds, including 
funds for technology, have arrived. Associate Provost Ristow has learned that the balance of the Academic 
Equipment Replacement Fund has been released ($72,000), and he has informed Department Chairs 
accordingly so that they cim submit proposals. 
The $129,000 has already been taken into account in this year's spending plan. A major piece of the 
$192,000 will be needed for another large new computer with all the people on the Internet, for computer 
kiosks on campus, plus new machinery in South Hall. The College also plans to purchase a Web application 
student registration system, which will allow students to register themselves on any computer on campus 
that has access to the Registration Web Page, even in the dorms. 
Anemone asked how soon the Anthropology Department might expect to be hooked up to the Internet; G. 
Drake asked the same about the English Department. Fidura said that CIT is working on this. (The problem 
for the English Department is that some of the offices in Welles are brand-new). Fidura said that CIT 
swamped with work right now. The College is trying to hire a few more support people out of the 
Education Technology Fee. 
Reber asked whether the College can contract for support services with off-campus vendors. Fidura said 
this has been tried in the past, and that the results have not been uniformly positive. . 

University Senator's Report 
J. Reber announced that SUNY would be sponsoring an Articulation-Transfer Conference on 16 April at 
SUNY Albany. Interested faculty may attend (at their own expense). Susan Bailey will be attending to 
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represent the Dean's Office. The Conference is intended to strengthen the system of transferring from 
two-year to four-year SUNY colleges. 

Treasurer's Report 
C. Leary reported the same balance as the last two weeks, $3892.84, minus impending cake costs. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
No report. 

Policy Committee Report 
No report. 

Graduate Affairs Committee Report 
K. Fletcher's Committee will meet this afternoon (27 February 1996) to consider the proposed revision of 
procedures for curriculum review. The Committee will also consider deleting four math courses and will 
look once again at the proposed Welcome Packet for incoming graduate students. 

Faculty Affairs Committee Report 
R. Anemone said that the Committee would meet today (27 February 1996) and probably vote about a way 
of presenting SOFI data summaries. Anemone said that the basic issue was how much time the new data 
analyses will require: histograms with standard deviations or a graphic presentation that would be more 
readable but would require many more programming hours. Wallace wondered if the latter proposal could 
be phased in over time, but Anemone didn't think this would work. Moreover, Leary asked why the College 
doesn't simply purchase prefabricated software? Anemone explained that the data set is enormous and may 
exceed the capacities of the software. Reber asked if Computer Science students might not be able to take 
this project on as part of a directed study Anemone indicated that this possibility had been raised in 
committee, but was dismissed as unworkable. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 
No report. 

Central Council Report 
C. Cusack announced this weekend's emergency Student Assembly meeting on the SUNY budget. Student 
Assembly President and SUNY Trustee Diego Munoz may be resigning for health reasons. 
Geneseo's Central Council will be voting resolutions related to the SUNY Budget on Thursday and will 
send these to Albany to the Student Assembly. The Assembly will then vote on them as a whole package. 
During Central Council Chair Cary Silverman's recent illness, Cusack has been temporarily taking care of 
his duties. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
S. Bossung said that the call for the President's Awards for Excellence in Advising ends on Friday, I 
March. 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 

NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Wallace adjourned the meeting at 12.43 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Graham N Drake 
College Senate Secretary 
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