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Announcements 

Dates for remaining Spring College Senate Meetings 
Spring Meetings of the College Senate will take place on the following dates: 

March 
April 
May 

12, 1996 (All College Meeting) 
9, 1996 
7, 1996 

Please note: The All-College Meeting will be held on March 12, 1996, immediately preceding 
the College Senate Meeting. At this time, the slate of nominations for Senate Offices and 
at-large Senate seats will be presented, and nominations for these positions will be taken from 
the floor. Individuals interested in offering nomination are encouraged to attend the All-College 
Meeting to do so. 

All meetings are at 4:00 PM in Newton 204 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Call For Nominations 

President's Award for Excellence in Academic Advising 

Nominations are now being accepted for the President's Award for Excellence in 
Academic Advising. 

In order to qualify for this award, an individual must have completed at least three 
years of continuous service as a full time member of SUNY Geneseo's teaching faculty, 
must have completed at least three year's service as a faculty advisor at the College, and 
must have an advisement load equal to or greater than the mean for her or his department. 
Previous advisement award winners are not eligible within five years of receiving the 
award. 

Faculty or students may submit letters of nomination to College Senate 
Vice-Chair Sharon Bossung, School of Business, South Hall118B,by 1 March 1996. 
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Fourth Call for Nominations 

The Committee on Nominations is compiling a slate of candidates for the following 
College Senate positions: 

Vice Chair 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Senator-at-Large (over six years) 
Senator-at-Large (six years and under) 

Please contact the Chair of the Nominations Committee, Pat Murphy (Sociology- 5324) 
to suggest candidates for these positions. Please submit nominations by 1 March 1996. The 

Committee on Nominations will present its slate of nominees at the All-College Meeting on 12 
March 1996. 

Nominations for the 1995·96 
Richard Roark A ward 

Shortly after Richard Roark's untimely death in 1970, a group of his friends established 
an award to honor his memory. Richard's friends described him this way: "Richard was a special 
kind of human being who valued the humane and ethical above all else. He was a scholar and 
intellectual" who" treasured learning and especially books with which, he thought, every person 
could access the accumulated knowledge and wisdom of all previous civilizations." 

The Richard Roark Award is given to a graduating senior whose scholarship and 
community service exemplify the qualities that were so important to Richard. The recipient is 
given a stipend to purchase books, and the recipient's name will be inscribed on a plaque 
displayed in the Robert MacVittie College Union. 

Please Submit nominations by April 15, 1995 to : 

Ed Wallace 
Department of Mathematics 

South Hall 324 B 

.--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Executive Committee Minutes 

13 February 1995 

Members Present: B. Anemone, S. Bossung, C. Cusack, C. Dahl, G. Drake, G. De Bolt, F. Fidura, K. Fletcher, K. 
Jones, C. Leary, J. Reber, E. Wallace (Chair), A. Whitehead. 

Excused: W. Spruill. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Senate Chair Wallace ca1led the meeting to order at 12.04PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 6 FEBRUARY 1996 MEETING (Bulletin, pages. 378-80) 
C. Dahl said that the precise name of the program ca1led "Natural Sciences" (Bulletin, p. 379) was actually "Natural 
Sciences N-6.", 

The minutes were approved unanimously as amended. 

REPORTS 

Chair's Report 
I. E. Wallace shared a revised draft of the Procedure for Curriculum Approval incorporating suggestions from last 
week's discussions in the Executive Committee. 
2. Wallace is developing a "Virtual Senate Bu11etin" on the Internet. There is some question about the address right 
now, and there are a few other lacunae that need to be dealt with. 

· 3. Wallace also shared a list of e-mail addresses for most of the State Senators and is working on addresses for other 
legislators. These should facilitate contact as Geneseo advocates for SUNY's budget. A model budget Jetter by Art 
Hatton is also available and provides some basic facts; Dahl said Hatton would be revising this Jetter and making 
copies available. 

President's Report 
C. Dahl will meet with the Western New York delegation of the State Assembly and Senate this week to 

press Geneseo's and SUNY's case along with other Western New York Presidents. 
Meanwhile, Deans, Directors, and Department Chairs have received a memo from Vice-President Levison 

requiring written recommendation by the Area Vice-President and the President for both initiating hiring searches or 
continuing currently operating searches. The Administration may need to encourage a delay in filling positions to 
build up a "savings reserve." F. Fidura will be discussing this memo with Department Chairs. 

Wallace asked if Dahl would be addressing the budget situation at today's Senate meeting, and Dahl said he 
would be doing so in some detail. 

C. Leary wondered if a department might not put a candidate up for tenure/renewal if it feared losing the 
line. Dahl said these questions have to be separate from the budget decisions as much as possible. "We aren't saying 
we aren't replacing people. In some cases we will, in some we won't." 

Fidura affrrrned that the personnel decision is as disconnected as possible from the budget decision. Dahl 
seconded this thought. Department decisions should be based on academic merit. 

Provost's Report 
F. Fidura said that he had just returned from an Academic Officers' meeting at SUNY Central. The meeting 

yielded no new budget information, except that the expected $31 million in cuts to SUNY's budget have climbed to 
$40 million, since the "Minnesota Plan" (or SUNYCAP) will not work. At least, Fidura conceded, there is a greater 
air of realism about likely cuts. Vice-Chance11or Ansi ow did say SUNY would probably not be changing its fiscal 
year (i.e., from the present 1 July-30 June year to the State's 1 April to 31 March); without this change, SUNY would 
avoid the Joss of last-quarter revenues and have more time to discuss the budget. 

Fidura also reported that the Department of Budget has authorized Geneseo 's portion of the Educational 
Technology Initiative Capital Fund, though the College has received no particular figures yet. 
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There was also some talk at the Academic Officers' meeting about revising the SUNY Provost's Office. 
Back at Geneseo, the College is already spending SCAP money. Geneseo also has successfully applied 

(along with Brockport, Alfred, and other institutions for a different portion of ETI money for an interactive video 
distance learning consortium. Funded at $700,000, this pilot program would explore trading courses between 
campuses--say, to give a philosophy course to Alfred or get an international business course from Brockport. The 
technology allows face-to-face communication between faculty and students at different locations. 

University Senator's Report 
No report. 

Treasurer's Report 
C. Leary reported a balance of $3892.84, the same as last week. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
K. Jones said that the Committee would be meeting next week. 

Policy Committee Report 
No report. 

Graduate Affairs Committee Report 
No report. 

Faculty Affairs Committee Report 
R. Anemone said that he would give an interim report on the SOFI data analysis discussions at the Senate meeting 
this afternoon. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 
A. Whitehead said that her Committee would still be meeting with Tom Bell of CAS next week. 

Central Council Report , 
C. Cusack announced that Senator Andrea Sampson had resigned, and that Jennifer Luk had been appointed 

to the Policy Committee in her place. 
Cusack also announced that the Student Association would hold an open forum on the SUNY budget at 

4PM on Wednesday in the College Union Ballroom. Participants would include President Dahl, Vice-President 
Levison, Archie Cureton, Director of Financial Aid, and Diego Munoz, SUNY Student Assembly President and 
Student Member on the Board of Trustees. A Jetter writing campaign would take place throughout the campus from 
February 20-23rd. The Student Association is exploring other ways to contact legislators as well. 

R. Anemone had some questions on the Open Forum's advertising flyer. Should the flyer mention the 
targeted program "Speech Pathology" (since this could cause. confusion for the many students majoring in what is 
now officially called "Speech Correction and Audiology"). Further, wondered if "slated for cuts" was too strong a 
wording. Dahl agreed, saying that the College has been asked to consider cuts. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
S. Bossung shared a handout on the President's Award for Excellence in Academic Advising. The handout lists the 
eligibility and criteria for selection. Bossung drew attention to the impetus for the award: to recognize excellence in 
academic advising and the College's commitment to strong involvement in this endeavor. 

Bossung said that several people have asked her whether non-teaching faculty are eligible (from EOP or the 
Dean's Office, for example). Bossung said that the guidelines clearly limit the award to teaching faculty, but this 
issue could be revisited next year. 

Bossung also reminded the Committee that the Award includes mentoring requirements, not simply meeting 
and scheduling. 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no ·old business. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Wallace said that the College Council met yesterday, and he was included on the agenda . 

. ADJOURNMENT 
Chair :Wallace adjourned the meeting at 12.30PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Graham N Drake 
College Senate Secretary 

College Senate Minutes 

13 February 1996 

Present: J. Allen, R. Anemone, S. Apicella, S. Bandoni, S. Baxi, J. Bearden, J. Boiani, S. Bossung, J. Bushnell, P. 
Christopher, K. Cooper, J. Copenhaver, C. Cusack, C. Dahl, M. Dainton, G. DeBolt, S. Deme, G. Drake, S. Edgar, 
B. Evans, F. Fidura, K. Fletcher, M. Gabay, K. Gates, E. Gillin, W. Gohlman, T. Greenfield, R. Hall, S. Hanft, A. 
Hatton, S. Hozman, J. Hunter, D. Johnson, K. Jones, D. Jones, T. Karch, J. Kimball, C. Kilma, M. Lacelle-Peterson, 
C. Leary, R. Lin, B. Lofquist, C. Lougeay, T. Macula, B. Mason, J. McCartin, R. McCluskey, A. Mellor, A. Morris, 
M. Navarro, J. Over, S. Padalino, K. Pennington, N. Pallot, J. Reber, D. Repinski, A. Reynolds, L. Sancilio, J. 
Scrafford, W. Spruill, M. Stolee, J. Stone, L. Stone, C. Tang, M. Torres, E. Wallace, A. Whitehead, L. Wrubel, J. 
Luk, R. Lagesse 

Absent: S. Andrews, S. Bailey, K. Dalton, H. Kirkwood, K. Levison, D. McPherson, M. Mitschow, E. Reiman, B. 
Ristow, A. Samson,S. Shonk, D. Tamarim, M. Teres, D. Watt, J. White, J. Williams 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Wallace called the meeting to order at 4.13PM in Newton 202. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
A motion to adopt the agenda was seconded and passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SENATE MEETING (12 December 1995, Bulletin, 
pp. 349-57) 
The minutes were approved unanimously as amended. 

SENATE REPORTS 

President's Report 
C. Dahl reported on the SUNY budget and related issues. 

Frederick Salerno, Chair of SUNY Trustees since 1986, resigned recently and was immediately replaced by 
Vice-Chair Thomas Egan. Erland Kailborn replaced Egan as Vice-Chair. This is another Pataki appointee on the 
Board; it is difficult to know what this new configuration will mean, but we do know that Egan has visited Geneseo 
and knows the distinction Geneseo offers. 

Since the budget situation is still uncertain, Vice-President Levison has sent a memo to Deans, Directors, 
and Department Chairs requiring written recommendation by the Area Vice-President and the President for both 
initiating hiring searches or continuing currently operating searches. This is not a hard hiring freeze, but a prudent 
measure before what is likely to be a hard budget year. 
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It is Geneseo 's intention not to mingle questions of vacancies with the regular evaluation of untenured 
faculty for continuing appointment and renewal. The College will continue to make these decisions based on 
academic merit, not the vagaries of the SUNY budget. Geneseo is trying its best to decouple faculty contract renewal 
and the SUNY budget process. 

Dahl also referred to an article which appeared a week ago in the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle. The 
article stated that SUNY has targeted nine of Geneseo 's programs (which Dahl mentioned in the College Senate on 
24 October 1995). The ninth program on the list is Speech Pathology; this is a previous title for a program in the 
field of Communicative Disorders and Sciences. But all Geneseo will be doing is removing this title; the Speech and 
Hearing Correction program, with over 300 majors, is not targeted for removal. 

Geneseo is willing to consider eliminating the programs in Natural Science (N-6 certification) and Medical 
Technology (with less than 10 students each). At the same time, the college is not considering Art History, 
Comparative Literature, Earth Science 7-12, Geochemistry or other programs on the list. All of this, says Dahl, 
illustrates a dilemma Geneseo now faces in the budget process: as the College makes public the dire effects of 
cutting SUNY budget, it must also cope with possibly misleading information in the media. 

Dahl proceeded to a specific presentation on the SUNY budget, beginning with some preliminary 
observations. This year's budget is unusually complex. Tbe Department of the Budget is making a number of 
changes in the way the budget is packaged and accounted for. This is also only the beginning, not the end of the 
budget process. "It's not over till it's over," said Dahl, quoting an athletic sage, and Geneseo has time to advocate for 
the best possible budget--and should do so. 

Meanwhile, the SUNY Trustees have accepted cuts that can be made through proposed legislation, an 
unprecedented move on their part. 

Dahl pointed out in addition that the budget is part of a nationwide trend decreased public support for 
public higher education, shifting the burden to students and creating some privatization. 

Moving to specifics, Dahl announced that there would be an overall $1.9 billion cut in the State budget; 
this is based on a three-year program of tax cuts accepted by both houses of the State Legislature last year. Increases 
in state funding are going towards corrections, parole services, and the State Police. Health, environmental, and 
social services and SUNY are all being cut. The SUNY operating budget is expected to receive an actual cut of $98 
million. 

This budget, Dahl pointed out, is presented on a cash basis, not appropriations; what comes into SUNY 
(through cash received, fees, etc.) will be what funds it. The budget is also slated to change to the State's fiscal year 
(1 April to 31 March) from the current 1 July to 30 June. Unspent funds from year would be rolled over to the next, 
and the State would allow SUNY to engage in multi-year planning. The budget plan also includes differential tuition 
and transfers $33 million from EOCs (we have EOP, not EOC) to the Department of Labor. 

The critical issues facing us, then, are the following: 
I. Student financial aid. The proposed legislation changes a family's eligibility for TAP aid from $50,000 in 

New York State taxable income to $50,000 a year in Federal Adjusted Gross Income. This means that only students 
from families of $38,000 in New York State taxable income will be eligible for TAP. Geneseo estimates that 28% of 
students currently receiving TAP will no longer be eligible. This will mean a loss of $ 271,554 in total TAP aid. 

Additionally, students eligible for Pell Grants from the Federal Government will have to use half of the 
grant to pay for tuition; this will reduce the amount that TAP will actually cover, and students will also lose a total of 
$430, 000 in Pell Grant which are often used for items other than tuition. 

Finally, the amount of aid students are permitted to use for tuition will be frozen at the 1995 tuition level, 
even though tuition increases for fall 1996 are imminent. If the TAP fund runs dry during the second semester 
tuition assistance is not be guaranteed. The total loss in student aid is estimated at 
$701,554. 

These cuts will affect middle-income students by removing them from TAP. Meanwhile, the neediest 
students will have out of pocket expenses of $1272 (asropposed to $75 in 1994). The cuts will affect 1575 Geneseo 
students, more than one quarter of our student body. 

2. Change in the fiscal year. It makes no sense to go to April I to 31 March (rather than the current I 
July-30 June) SUNY fiscal year. If SUNY had to do this, the College might not be able to fund supplies and other 
needs in April and May in a one-time loss. 

3. A $15 million loss in capita/funding. 
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The Trustees are coming up with responses. If, for example, the SUNY Hospitals are granted management 
flexibility through legislation, SUNY will be able to cover $24 million in cu.ts. A~ministrative res~c~uring could 
provide $12 million; SUNYCAP (originally known as the Minnesota Plan, ~n .whtch local school dtstncts would pay 
tuition for high school students to take courses at SUNY) would cover$ 9 mtlhon. Some cuts could also be made up 
through strategic alliances of similar campuses (though in 1996-1997 it would cost $6 million without initial 
savings). Savings in fringe funding would be $2.1 million. A tuition increase would net $26 million. The total of 
these restorations would be $67.1 million. · 

If some or all of the of these measures are not passed, the effects on Geneseo's total budget (in percentages 
of the total College budget) could be as $1,691,000, or 6.25% of the College's budget. 

Dahl said the total situation is grave. Some of the initiatives to move costs through legislation will require 

Geneseo 's support of three proposals: 

Proposal!: Hospital Flexibility: $24 million. 
Proposal2: Management Effectiveness: $12 million. (This proposal would allow campuses to operate on 
the revenues it brings in-for instance, with the Starbuck Clinic of the Communicative Disorders 
Department, the College can put money back into the Clinic. 
Proposal3: A Retirement and Severance Package designated specifically for SUNY: $2 million. 
Dahl stressed that the financial aid issue is important; if Geneseo believes access to quality public higher 

education is a social good, then the College needs to advocate for financial aid. But Geneseo will need to argue for 
more than the restoration of TAP; for example, the College must argue against the change in fiscal year; for funding 
restoration to SUNY; for legislative programs (hospitals legislation; flexible use of funds); for differential tuition 
(i.e., allowing individual campuses to set their own tuition prices as a concept for flexibility that is not totally 
market-driven); for consolidated funding to SUNY. . 
· Dahl concluded by emphasizing that access and financial aid are very important, but access to a sadly 
diminished SUNY system is no access at all. It would be tragic to get neither budget restoration nor budget 
flexibility; it is thus important to talk about both. 

Tony Macula of the Mathematics Department commented on the budget from the floor at this point. Macula 
said that he had read Dahl's testimony at the hearings in Buffalo and agreed with many of the points Dahl had made. 
Macula said he could accept the SUNY Hospitals from the SUNY budget or at least understand it. But he could not 
understand why the Chancellor did not request a larger restoration. It appears that System Administration has 
acquiesced to what the Trustees and the Pataki administration have asked for. Macula also found it difficult to have 
faith in a Rethinking SUNY document created by a State administration that has been systematically attacking the 
SUNY system. There is actually some leverage in the upcoming elections; the College needs to say more about 
restoration of funding. Macula added that he does not agree with the concept of differential tuition. 

Dahl responded: 
1. The Rethinking SUNY document is not a product of the Pataki administration, but of a joint budget · 

resolution of both Houses that calls on SUNY to be more efficient in a variety of ways. 
2. SUNY is operating in a period in which major changes in the operation of higher education are 

occurring nationally. Differential tuition becomes important for campuses that value program quality, not because 
differential tuition is desirable in itself, but because New York State is unable through its tax cuts and other priority 
shifts to fund program quality. Such a move does require safeguards, such as caps on tuition or links to financial aid. 
Differential tuition can also mean that a campus can lower tuition if it wishes. 

3. There is something to be said for a strategy of that does not ask for total restoration, but generally the 
SUNY has in the past urged full restoration. 

Macula's response was that, if the College supports differential tuition, then why support a general tuition 
increase? Dahl explained that the College does not support a general tuition increase, but tuition increases happen 
when SUNY does not receive full restoration of its budget. Income tax cuts would have to be suspended. There is 
some movement towards suspending tax cuts, Macula suggested. 

Student Senator Siddartha Baxi asked two questions: how do this year's cuts compare to last year's, and will 
fees go up? 

Dahl responded to the second question first. He asked Vice-President Karen Pennington to confirm that the 
College is making every effort to keep fees from going up. It is better, Dahl said, to raise tuition and be honest about 
it than to sneak in fees. But if there is no control of tuition, fees might have to go up to keep funding maintenance 
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and health care workers, etc. Thus, flexibility legislation might be helpful to give the College control over its own 
tuition income. 

As for Baxi's first question, the total cut during the last fiscal year was $955, 000, and the midyear cut was 
$271, 000, for a total of $1.2 million. The College has managed to absorb the cuts by not filling retirements and by 
increasing class size, all in a SUNY that has been cut seven out of the last ten years. 

J. Lovett of Biology asked what the State's rationale was for switching the fiscal year. Dahl said that it 
simply made no sense. Vice-President Levison felt that the State is attempting the switch for clear political reasons; 
they can close all of the government, including the university, on I April if there is no budget. This makes no 
management sense; they will lose money if they do this. Dahl said that no American university runs on an 
April-to-March fiscal year. 

Dahl urged Senators to write to legislators; sample letters and summaries of issues will be distributed by the 
Administration. 

Provost's Report 
F. Fidura said that the SCAP funds have been released, and computers are on the way. The Education 

Technological Initiative Capital Funds are also on their way. 
Geneseo had also successfully proposed another part of the ETI, a pilot program in ,video interactive 

distance learning (with a grant of $700,000) along with Alfred and Brockport. Course exchanges will be tried out. 
Fidura also announced that the Curriculum Task Force would host an All-College Forum on 22 February at 

12.45 in Newton 202 to consider the academic course load. The Forum will address whether it is reasonable to carry 
five three-credit courses, or whether another system would be better (four four--hour courses). Would it also be 
possible to reduce the faculty load to 2-3 courses per semester, and what would the implications be? 

Chair's Report 
E. Wallace made several announcements: 
I. All the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee proposals from December have been approved. 
2. The recent Senate Bulletin announces a call for nominations for Senate offices. 
3. Nominations for the Richard Roark Award are being solicited earlier this year to ensure a good number of 
nominees. Faculty are encouraged to submit the names of graduating seniors for this honor. 
4. The Senate is sponsoring an advocacy campaign for the SUNY budget. Wallace asked Senators to contact State 
Legislators through mail and e-mail. Wallace has an e-mail list of most of State Senators, and will forward this list to 
anyone who requests it. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
S. Bossung said her Committee on the President's Award in Excellence in Academic Advising would like 

nominations. To be eligible for the award, nominees must have been on the full-time teaching faculty for three years 
and advising for the same period of time. Their advising load should be equal to or greater than the mean advising 
load of their departments. The Committee will also consider active mentoring. 

Renominations of those who haven't been nominated for five years will be considered, but new nomination 
materials should be sent in because the committee does not keep files of older nominations. 

Nominations may be sent to Bossung, 118B South Hall. The deadline is I March is deadline. 

Treasurer's Report 
C. Leary said that the current balance of the Senate's account stands at $3892.84. Wallace added that the 

Executive Committee agreed to transfer $400 to support the recent activities of the Faculty Development Committee. 

University Faculty Senator's Report 
J. Reber reported on the 25 January meeting of the University Senate at the Maritime College. The Bulletin 

(pages. 365-67) reports on the minutes for this meeting, at which several of the Trustees spoke. A videotape of their 
talk is available for interested viewers. 

On file in the Library are several University Senate documents: the Faculty Senate Bulletin; a summary 
budget document for SUNY; and five resolutions passed by the University Senate. The text of these resolutions 
appears at the end of this Bulletin. 
Central Council Report 
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C. Cusack made three brief reports. . . . . . 
1. Policy Committee member Andrea Samson has resigned due to a time conflict. Jenmfer Luk has been appomted m 

her place. . . 
2. The Student Association has begun its SUNY budget advocacy campaign. On 14 Feb~ary at. 4PM m th~ . 
Ballroom President Dahl will hold an open forum for students. Vice-President Ken Levison, Director of Fmanc1al. 
Aid Archle Cureton, and Student Assembly President/ SUNY Board of Trustees Student Member Diego Munoz Will 
attend as well. A letter writing campaign will take place throughout the campus February 20-23. The Student 
Association is looking into other ways to contact legislators as well. 
3. C. Cusack read the following: "The Student Senators recently sent an e-mail message to all faculty regarding book 
prices and suggestions for reducing costs. We would like to apologize to those faculty members who felt as though 
the wording of the message blamed the faculty for the high cost of books. This was not at all the purpose for the 
message; we simply wanted suggestions for making books more affordable and therefore more accessible to 
students." 

REPORTS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
L. Wrubel (forK. Jones) said that the next meeting would take place on 20 February at 4PM in Sturges. 

Faculty Affairs Committee Report 
R. Anemone said that the Faculty Affairs Committee has been discussing revised SOFt data analysis. Out of 

this discussion should come a proposal to bring to Senate by its next meeting. 
Anemone explained that the Committee would like to add to the types of analyses now available on SOFis 

(the faculty member's own mean and two sets of comparative data--college mean and departmental mean). 
The Committee would like to add comparisons with courses of similar enrollment size and in the same 

discipline areas. In addition, SOFls would likely include standard deviations to show dispersion from these means. 
~e Committee feels that histograms are probably still the easiest way to present data but would like to add a table 
With the five new and old categories and the standard deviations for these data. 

The Committee will probably also propose keeping the same SOFt format for a longer period of 
time--perhaps 5-7 years--to create some continuity. The Committee would like comments about SOFls, too. The 
Committee will meet next week in Sturges. 

Policy Committee Report 
No report. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 
A. Whitehead said that the minutes from the Committee 's last meeting are in the Bulletin, p. 370. The Committee 
will meet next on Tuesday, 27 February at 4PM. Tom Bell of CAS will discuss the role of CAS on campus. 

Graduate Affairs Committee Report 
No report. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business. 

NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was seconded and passed unanimously. Chair Wallace adjourned the meeting at 
5.20PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Graham N Drake 
College Senate Secretary 
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The following resolutions were passed by the University Faculty Senate at the plenary meeting at 
Maritime College on January 27,1996 

University Faculty Senator- J, D. Reber 

Resolution 1 
Subject: Resolution on Advocacy for Budget Restoration 
Resolved: The Executive Committee of the SUNY Faculty Senate advocate for the restoration of funds to 
the State University of New York budget. 

Resolution 2 
Subject: Resolution on Retention of Faculty From Underrepresented Groups 
Rationale: Scholarly, enthusiastic faculty are the most cherished resource of academic institutions because 
their presence maintains and strengthens the scholastic reputation of colleges and universities. As America 
continues to be more ethnically diverse, the cultivation and retention of a competent, ethnically diverse 
faculty is essential for the continuing success of our institutions of higher learning. Chairs, program 
directors and senior faculty play a decisive role in the tenure process. Therefore, it is crucial that they take a 
leadership role to insure that qualified faculty from underrepresented groups are retained within the 
academic community. 

Resolution: That the University Faculty Senate recommends to the Chancellor that he urge SUNY campus 
presidents to ensure strong support for initiatives to retain faculty from under-represented groups. To that 
end the Senate recommends that each unit of SUNY adhere to these guidelines: 
*Establish within all departments or educational units a friendly, collegial atmosphere. 
*Seek to identify suitable mentors who can guide new faculty. 
* Encourage and assist new faculty to seek colleagues within and outside of their academic unit who have 
similar interests and to initiate collaboration with such persons when appropriate, and through suitable 
regional and national professional organizations. 

Resolution 3 
Subject: Resolution on the Executive Budget Proposal for Changes in the Tuition Assistance Program 

Rationale: 
Whereas the Executive Budget cuts $99 million from the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) and several 

other changes will be funded out of TAP resulting in further reductions; and 
Whereas the income cap on TAP remains at $50,500, basing the awards on federal adjusted gross income 

versus New York net taxable income will make approximately 7.700 current TAP recipients in 
SUNY ineligible; and 

Whereas, for public institutions only, the base tuition used for TAP calculations has been permanently set at 
the tuition in place for the 1995-96 academic year resulting in increased debt for SUNY/CUNY 
students; and 

Whereas reducing TAP awards by 50% of Pell Grants fails to recognize the full cost of education (tuition, 
room, board, books, and other expenses); and 

Whereas the TAP appropriation cap and the assessment of Spring term expenditures may result in 
notification of diminished Spring awards too late to plan for personal financial adjustments; and 

Whereas the proposed ch~nges have a disproportionately negative impact on SUNY/CUNY students and 
lower/middle income students; 

Resolution: 
Therefore be it resolved, that the University Faculty Senate directs the President of the University Faculty 

Senate to convey to the Chancellor and to the Trustees strong opposition to the proposed changes in 
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the TAP program as presented in the Executive Budget and to urge that funding for TAP be fully_ 
restored. 

Resolution 4 
From: Ad Hoc Committee Appointed by the Executive Committee 
Whereas, the T~k Force of the Community Colleges has reported to the Board of Trustees 

recommendations that appear to have serious and long term implications for the continuity, 
coherence, and qualities of undergraduate education within SUNY, and 

Whereas these recommendations rest upon ass!Jmptions and allusions to data and experience that seem to be 
questionable, and 

Whereas the spirit of collaboration and collegiality, as evidenced by the pending joint planning with the 
Faculty Council of Community Colleges for the Symposium on General Education and the 
Articulation-Transfer Conference, is put in jeopardy by the unilateral planning and formulation of 
the Task Force's recommendations, and 

Whereas the issues involved, given the context of "Rethinking SUNY" and other matters call for immediate 
attention, 

Resolution: 
Therefore be it resolved that the Executive Committee of the University Faculty Senate appoint a task force 

to review and examine the implications of the recommendations of the Task Force on Community 
Colleges, and to report its findings to the Executive Committee by February 16, 1996. 

Resolution 5 
From: Committee on Undergraduate Curriculum and Programs 
Subject: Resolution on General Education 
Rationale: · 
Whereas the mission of the State University of New York encourages campus collaboration; and 
Whereas the Faculty Senate of the State University of New York recognizes and supports resolutions 80-53, 

87-114, and 90-196 which refer to the transfer of graduates of SUNY two-year colleges into the 
baccalaureate degree granting colleges of SUNY; and 

Whereas the integrity, content, and quality of the baccalaureate degrees granted are within the purview of 
the institutions granting the degrees; and 

Whereas the Faculty Senate of the State University of New York in collaboration with the Faculty Council 
of Community Colleges will be sponsoring a symposium on general education no later than the Fall 
ofl996;and 

Whereas the purpose of the symposium is to define a philosophy of general education and to encourage and 
cause collaboration between two and four-year colleges in articulating and implementing a coherent 
concept of general education across the system which supports "an integrated system of higher 
education in which academic quality at all levels, and mutual and institutional trust and cooperation 
are of paramount importance"; now therefore let it be resolved 

Resolution: 
Resolved that the Faculty Senate of the State University of New York respectfully requests that the 

Chancellor suspend action on his draft resolution of September 20, 1995 to the Board of Trustees 
(Subject: Extension of the State University Board of Trustees' Transfer Policy) pending the 
outcome of the collaborative, system-wide symposium on general education. 
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