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Announcements 

Dates for Spring College Senate Meetings 
Spring Meetings of the College Senate will take place on the following dates: 

February 
March 
April 
May 

13, 1996 
12, 1996 (All College Meeting) 
9, 1996 
7, 1996 

Please note: The All-College Meeting will be held on March 12, 1996, immediately preceding 
the College Senate Meeting. At this time, the slate of nominations for Senate Offices and 
at-large Senate seats will be presented, and nominations for these positions will be taken from 
the floor. Individuals interested in offering nomination are encouraged to attend the All-College 
Meeting to do so. 

All meetings are at 4:00 PM in Newton 204 

Call For Nominations 

President's Award for Excellence in Academic Advising 

Nominations are now being accepted for the President's Award for Excellence in 
Academic Advising. 

In order to qualify for this award, an individual must have completed at least three 
years of continuous service as a full time member of SUNY Geneseo's teaching faculty, 
must have .completed at least three year's service as a faculty advisor at the College, and 
must have an advisement load equal to o~ greater than the mean for her or his department. 
Previous advisement award winners are not eligible within five years of receiving the 
award. · 

Faculty or students may submit letters of nomination to College Senate 
Vice-Chair Sharon Bossung, School of Business, South Hall 118B, by 1 March 1996. 
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Second Call for Nominations 

The Committee on Nominations is compiling a slate of candidates for the following 
College Senate positions: 

Vice Chair 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Senator-at-Large (over six years) 
Senator-at-Large (six years and under) 

Please contact the Chair of the Nominations Committee, Pat Murphy (Sociology- 5324) 
to suggest candidates for these positions. Please submit nominations by 1 March 1996. The 

Committee on Nominations will present its slate of nominees at the All-College Meeting on 12 
March 1996. 

Executive Committee Minutes 
30 January 1996 

Members Present: R. Anemone, S. Bossung, C. Cusack, C. Dahl, F. Fidura, G. Drake, K. Fletcher, C. Leary, J. 
Reber, E. Wallace (Chair). 

Excused: G. De Bolt, K. Jones, W Spruill, A. Whitehead. 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chair Wallace called the meeting to order at 12.03 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE 23 JANUARY MEETING (Bulletin, pp. 361-63) 
The minutes were approved unanimously without amendments. 

REPORTS 

Chair's Report 
Chair Wallace reported on a proposal discussed at the recent University Senate/ Campus Governance Leaders 
meeting at SUNY Maritime. The proposal (which remains tabled pending the withdrawal of an earlier UUP suit) 
would make the Faculty Governance Chair on each campus a full voting member on College Councils except on 
personnel issues. Final wording of the proposal will come before the University Faculty Senate at its Aprill996 
meeting. Faculty chairs are strictly observers on some campuses and cannot even engage in discussion. This 
practice has been at the discretion of individual councils . . C. Dahl clarified that the only personnel decision made 
through College Councils is for campus president. 

Wallace also announced that the Executive Committee meeting on 13 February 1996 would be in the second floor 
conference room in South Hall (immediately below the third floor conference room). 
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President's Report 
C. Dahl announced that he will be testifying for Senator LaValle's Higher Education Committee in Buffalo on 31 
January. A few weeks from now, he will be present at a hearing held by Assemblyman Ed Sullivan's committee, 
followed by a hearing in Brockport on February 22d by the Democratic Caucus of the Senate, including Minority 
Leader Connor. Central Council has also received an invitation. Dahl hopes to speak about the effects of budget cuts 
and TAP cuts. 

Provost's Report 
l.F. Fidura said that the Curriculum Task Force's interim report on last year's work has been out for a few weeks. 
The Task Force has also released a newsletter on its activities during the fall. 

2. On Thursday, 22 February during the College Hour (12.45 PM -1.50 PM), there will be an open forum in Newton, 
to which all faculty, staff and students are invited. The forum will address the structure of the curriculum rather than 

the content -- specifically, whether students should typically be taking four 4-hour courses rather than the now typical 
five 3-hour courses, and what effects this might have on both faculty and student loads. Fidura explained that an 
extra hour would not necessarily mean four contact hours, but various kinds of learning activities are possible. 

3. Fidura also reported. on the meeting last Friday for untenured faculty members to talk about the continuing 
appointment/ promotion process. The meeting went well, with a positive response from attendees; the process of 
sending letters out has commenced. · 

4. The Provost and the Department Chairs will discuss the budget situation today so that Chairs can circulate 
information to their faculty and staff. 

K. Fletcher asked ifthe lab situation would be brought up in a proposal at the meeting on the 22nd. Fidura said there 
was no plan for a proposal at this point, but he encouraged individuals to bring up their concerns during the 
discussion. 

Fidura added that he has asked a number of rather different departments (including physics, math, history, music, 
sociology, and English) to imagine what they would do if Geneseo moved to four-hour courses. At this point, Fidura 
said, the discussion should be wide-open and encourage brainstorming. . 

Dahl pointed out that when the Geneseo community talks about work and life on campus, the discussion centers on 
the configuration of time. The discussion has become more complex because Geneseo has become concerned about 
such matters as active learning and mentoring people with career decisions. There might be some way to make 
things more simple, Dahl opined. 

University Senator's Report 
J. Reber shared notes from the conference at Maritime. 

Before summing up events at the conference, Reber drew attention to several documents on reserve at the Library: 
the Faculty Senate Bulletin; a readable set of 1996-97 budget highlights; a more detailed budget report; and a 
longitudinal faculty profile by gender. In almost all SUNY colleges at junior rank (assistant/associate professor), the 
male/female ratio is approximately fifty-fifty. 

Reber then began his report with Friday morning's panel discussion on Rethinking SUNY. Three trustees who chaired 
Rethinking SUNY Committees participated: Roderick Chu, Chair of the Mission/Vision Committee; Thomas Egan, 
Vice-Chair of the Trustees and Chair of the Structure Committee; and Ted Sommer, Chair of the Revenues and 
Tuition Committee. This panel discussion will be broadcast through SUNYSAT on 31 January from 12:30 PM to 
2.30 PM. Fidura added that Bernie Lederman will have taped copies of the broadcast available for viewing as well. 

For the first fifty minutes, the three Trustees gave introductory talks. 
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Egan looked at the Rethinking SUNY document as a directional document. He also felt that any surplus money 
should stay on campus because this practice encourages good management and planning . The Governor supports 
this position. Egan also believed that differential tuition should be dictated by the programs a campus offers. Extra 
tuition should remain on campus (another position that the Governor supports). Finally, SUNY Hospitals will have to 
be taken off the budget; this would still require legislation. Egan stated, in response to a question, that students, 
rather than the state as a whole, are the primary beneficiaries of a SUNY education, so it is appropriate that they 
should pay for it. 

Chu stressed throughout that it will be hard to decide which direction to take with the budget. Nevertheless, things 
have to change. Chu questioned why faculty or individual campuses are unwilling to try something new (e.g. 
distance learning) in teaching or other matters. 

Sommer, a Binghamton graduate (in fact, the only SUNY alumnus on the Board of Trustees) stated that Rethinking 
SUNY is are-engineering of a system--not a broken system. This re-engineering is, admittedly, budget-driven. The 
financial burden of a SUNY education is being shifted from taxpayers to students. Sommer believes that tuition 
should be affordable, and should constitute about a third of the students' costs. He noted that the trustees passes a 
statement to that effect in 1991, but have note held to that policy. Tuition, he said, should also be predictable and 
based on some kind of index. He also said that we will need to increase private funding. 

Later in the day, attendees participated in breakout sessions by sector (agriculture/technology colleges, four-year 
campuses, university enters, etc.). One question discussed by the four-year college senators was, "Should faculty 
participate in the downsizing of their own college?" Many said no, feeling this was appropriate only for the 
administrative staff. 

Another matter that received great attention was the Community College Access Document from Associate Provost 
Messner (a former community college president). Two central principles of the document are as follows: 

l. Transfers from community colleges to four-year campuses should enter as bona fide third-year students; no 
make-up courses should be necessary. 

2. Community colleges should be seen as centers of excellence for the first two years of college. 

William Ansi ow, Vice-Chancellor for Finance at SUNY Central, discussed the budget. The Central Administration 
will be reduced 30% over 3 years. Those cuts are coming out of SUNY Central, not from colleges. There is still a 
$30 million portion that no one has found a way to come up with, even assuming everything else falls into place. 

Dahl interjected that there is no way that the hospitals will become private institutions, but there is a question about 
how flexible their management will become. 

Also during the afternoon, SUNY Chancellor Bartlett answered questions about differential tuition. Opinions seem to 
be divided on this option, and he doesn't know if this will go through . Furthermore, Bartlett said that he dislikes the 
hierarchy of community colleges and SUNY campuses; students have lots of needs, and we should address them. 
Bartlett supports campus flexibility and feels that individual campuses should make program cuts rather than SUNY 
Central. Finally, Bartlett pointed out that some graduate programs are producing plenty of graduates for small job 
markets. 

S. Bossung asked about Bundy Aid. Dahl said no cuts have been discussed this year. The only cuts will come from 
TAP; 90% of these cuts will affect SUNY and CUNY. Bundy Aid. Dahl reminded the Committee, is money that 
goes to private colleges. $20-30million goes private colleges based on the number of students graduated, regardless 
of whether those students are from in-state or out-of-state. 

Reber added that there is a plan to put the SUNY budget year on a cash basis rather than an accrual basis and to 
change the fiscal year back to match the State fiscal year (I April to 31 March). Dahl sees this as highly problematic 
for college accounting. The Trustees have gone on record asking that SUNY not be placed on this schedule. 
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Treasurer's Report 
In response to last week's Executive Committee vote, C. Leary has sent $400 to the Faculty Development 
Committee. 

Leary reported a current balance of $3892.84 · 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Report 
K. Jones has infonned Wallace that her Committee will not meet this week since no proposals are on the table to 
send through the approval process. 

Policy Committee Report 
No report. 

Graduate Affairs Committee Report 
K. Fletcher reported that a subcommittee is still working on a welcoming packet for incoming graduate students. 

Faculty Affairs Committee Report 
R. Anemone said the Committee will meet this afternoon at 4 o'clock to continue discussion of SOFI data analysis. 

Student Affairs Committee Report 
No report. 

Central Council Report 
C. Cusack reported on a retreat that Central Council held this past weekend . The budget advocacy campaign should 
be starting soon. 

Vice-Chair's Report 
No report. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Wallace encouraged Committee members to see SUNY SAT broadcast of Trustees' discussion tomorrow. 
Dahl said it would probably be broadcast on Channel 20. 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Wallace adjourned the meeting at 12.42 PM. 

Respectively Submitted 

Graham Drake 
Secretary 

369 



Minutes of the Faculty Affairs Committee 
January 30, 1996 

Attendance: R. Anemone (Chair), J. Scrafford, J. Over, D. Repinski, K. Gates, S. Padalino, D. Tamarin, M. 
Navarro, K. Broikou, J. Bearden, M. Mitschow, J. Liu, H. Kirkwood, J. Lovett. Absent: S. Andrews, E. Kannyo. 

Following up on December's graphics presentation by Steve Padalino of Spring 1995 SOFI data from the 
Natural Sciences, Fine Arts and Business, Jim Bearden presented an analysis of the Spring 1995 SOFI data from 
Social Sciences, Education and Humanities. The ensuing discussion centered on a number of related points: the 
clarity of alternative means of graphical presentation of the data, the large size of the standard deviations of mean 
SOFI scores (ranging from .7 to 1.4) and the implications for interpretation of these data and the usefulness of 
various breakdowns of the data (e.g., by disciplinary area, class size etc.). The committee reached some agreement 
on each of these issues/questions, but will continue to discuss these and other issues in upcoming meetings. 

Concerning the graphical presentation of data, an emerging consensus seemed to be reached that the most 
effective means of presenting the data involved continued use of histograms (rather than a scatterplot graphic) with 
additional data presented in tabular form below the histogram. On a related matter, the committee opted for dropping 
the breakdown by course level while maintaining a split based on course enrollment and disciplinary areas. We 
believe that these two suggestions will significantly decrease the amount of development work required by the 
programming staff in the Office of Institutional Research. A suggestion being considered would involve the 
continued use of three histograms per question: one for the course section, one for the departmental average, and a 
third for the average for classes of similar size in the same disciplinary area. Additional data that might be included 
(perhaps means and standard deviations) in a table below the graphic might include an overall all-college average 
and an all-college average for classes with similar enrollment. Discussion will continue on these issues at future 
meetings. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Robert Anemone, Chair 

Minutes from Student Affairs Committee 
30 January 1996 

Present: S. Bailey, K. Cooper, M. Dainton, J. Kimball, C. Klima, B. Lofquist, J. McCartin, A. Whitehead. S. 
Apicella, P. Christopher, M. Gabay, T; Karch, A. Luis, A.Mellor 

Absent: R. Hall, J. White 

Excused: S. Shonk 

Over the break, price comparisons for food were made by P. Christopher at various colleges and 
universities around the state. The conclusion was made that schools with a comparable size to Geneseo have about 
the same food prices, while larger colleges tend to have lower prices. The Student Affairs Committee will invite Tom 
Bell to the next meeting to talk about food pricing. The director of dining should also be invited to attend. M. Gabay 
suggested surveying a few more colleges. P. Christopher an9 M. Gabay will draw up a list of schools for the survey. 
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A. Luis will distribute his letter concerning the cost of books to the faculty members soon. B. Loquist 
suggested putting textbooks on reserve at the library. The suggestion for a student book trade has gone to Central 
Council. 

S. Bailey will talk about non-traditional students and the services offered to them at our next meeting. 

J. Kimball suggested discussing parking for university events, especially in the Schrader Gym area. Signs 
are not visible or inaccurate, etc. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 27 at 4:00PM in Wadsworth 204. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Cynthia Klima 
Foreign Languages 
Recorder 
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