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Thank You to President Dahl, Vice-President Levison, and CAS 
Executive Director Tom Bell for their roles in creating the new 

faculty/staff lounge in Blake A! 

Faculty and Staff, Please send input on furnishings to 
Sid Bosch or Dan Repinski 

Correspondence: Becky L. Glass, Department of Sociology, Sturges 122C 
E-mail: senate@geneseo.edu Phone: 245-5336 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

Call for Nominations 

1999-2000 Richard Roark A ward 

Shortly after Richard Roark's untimely death in 1970, a group of his friends established 
an award to honor his memory. Richard's friends described him this way: "Richard was 
a special kind of human being who valued the humane and ethical above all else. He was 
a scholar and intellectual who treasured learning and especially books with which, he 
thought, every person could access the accumulated knowledge of all previous 
civilizations." 

The Richard Roark Award is given to a graduating senior whose scholarship and 
community service exemplify the qualities that were so important to Richard. The 
recipient is given a stipend to purchase books, and the recipient's name will be inscribed 
on a plaque displayed in the MacVittie College Union. Please submit nominations by 
April17 to Becky Glass, Dept. of Sociology, Sturges 122C. 

Next Senate Meeting 

March 28 

4:00 pm, Newton 204 

MESSAGE FROM CHAIR 

Faculty and Staff Dining Area/Lounge 

I am very pleased to announce that space has been designated in Blake A, above 
The Hub, as a faculty and staff dining area/lounge. Please see the minutes of the March 7 
All Col1ege Meeting for details (pp. 653 in this Bulletin). Faculty and staff are 
encouraged to respond to the email you received from Sid Bosch and Dan Repinski, 
asking for input on furnishings. If you don't say something now. don't complain later! 
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Spring Senate Elections 

You will receive your ballots for the Spring election about April 3. They will be due 
April 14. You will have the opportunity to vote for Senate officers, Senators at Large, 
members for the General Education Committee and the Professional Leave Review 
Committee, and for the amendment to Article 3, Section 3 of the Constitution. 

Corrections to Nominations List 

The lists of candidates for Senators at Large, which appeared in Bulletin 20 on p. 608, 
erroneously included some nominees in the "Over 6 Years" category who belong in the 
"Six Years and Under" category. Please note the corrected lists below. 

Candidates for Senators at Large 

Over 6 years (vote for six) 

Joanie Ballard (Psychology) 
Judy Bushnell (Libraries) 
Ken Cooper (English) 
Carlo Filice (Philosophy) 
Ed Gillin (English) 
Harold Hoops (Biology) 
James Kirkwood (SOPA) 
Tony Macula (Math) 
Barbara Mason (SOPA) 
Nan Pollot (Libraries) 
Elias Savellos (Philosophy) 
Meg Stolee (History) 
Steve Stubblefield (SOPA) 
Michael Teres (Art) 

6 years and under (vote for three) 

Terence Bazzett (Psychology) 
Lynette Bosch (Art) 
Elaine Cleeton (Sociology) 
Elizabeth Hall (Education) 
Greg Hartvigsen (Biology) 
Harry Howe (Business) 
Savi Iyer (Physics and Astronomy) 
Rose McEwen (Foreign Languages) 
Michael Oberg (History) 
Linda Street (Education) 

650 



Minutes of the All College Meeting 
March 7, 2000 

Call To Order: Chair B. Glass called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 

Adoption of Agenda: The agenda was approved as printed on p. 607 of the Senate 
Bulletin. 

Report of the Committee on Nominations: R. Bailey, Chair of the Committee on 
Nominations, described the recent history of the committee and lamented the arduous 
work involved in convincing friends to run for office. Heartfelt sighs of sympathy were 
audible throughout the room. R. Bailey then presented the slate of nominees for various 
Senate offices and committees. The nominees are as follows: 

Vice Chair: Jan Lovett (Biology) 
Secretary: Carol Faulkner (History) 

Wendy Pogozelski (Chemistry) 
Treasurer: Jane Fowler Morse (Education) 

Anne-Marie Reynolds (SOPA) 

Senators at Large (Over 6 years): Vote for six: 

Joanie Ballard (Psychology) 
Judy Bushnell (Libraries) 
Ken Cooper (English) 
Carlo Filice (Philosophy) 
Ed Gillin (English) 
Harold Hoops (Biology) 
James Kirkwood (SOPA) 
Tony Macula (Math) 
Barbara Mason (SOPA) 
Nan Pollot (Libraries) 
Elias Savellos (Philosophy) 
Meg Stolee (History) 
Steve Stubblefield (SOP A) 
Michael Teres (Art) 

Senators at Large (6 years and under): Vote for three: 

Terence Bazzett (Psychology) 
Lynette Bosch (Art) 
Elaine Cleeton (Sociology) 
Elizabeth Hall (Education) 
Greg Hartvigsen (Biology) 
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Harry Howe (Business) 
Savi Iyer (Physics and Astronomy) 
Rose McEwen (Foreign Languages) 
Michael Oberg (History) 
Linda Street (Education) 



Candidates for the General Education Committee: Vote for one from each grouping: 

Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Computer Science 
Phil Boger (Geological Sciences) 
Dave Geiger (Chemistry) 
Olympia Nicodemi (Math) 
Wendy Pogozelski (Chemistry) 

Professional Programs 
Harry Howe (Business) 

Candidates for Professional Leave Review Committee: 

Social Sciences: 

Humanities: 

Ken Kallio (Psychology) 
Pat Murphy (Sociology) 

Laura Doan (English) 
Jeeloo Liu (Philosophy) 

Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Computer Science: 
Bob Beason (Biology) 
Dave Meisel (Physics and Astronomy) 

B. Glass called for nominations from the floor for the Senate officers, Senators at Large 
(over 6 years), and Senators at Large (6 years and under). [No nominations are taken 
from the floor for the General Education Committee because nominations come from the 
departments; similarly, no floor nominations are taken for the Professional Leave 
Committee because nominations come from the areas.] No nominations were offered 
from the floor for any positions. K. Fletcher moved to close the nominations, and J. 
Bushnell seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 

Hearing on Proposed Amendment to Constitution of the Faculty of SUNY -Geneseo: 
B. Glass described the history of the proposed amendment, which is printed on pp. 609-
610 of the Senate Bulletin. Two years ago, the Senate voted to change the membership 
of the Faculty Personnel Committee, but the procedures for FPC elections were left open. 
Over the last two years, the Committee on Nominations has worked with the Senate 
Chair to develop a nominations and elections procedure that works. The proposed 
amendment is more detailed than most other parts of the Constitution. Specifically, it 
includes timelines to allow completion of the nominations process in time for elections. 
It also helps to eliminate the need to rely on institutional memory regarding election 
procedures. B. Glass displayed the proposed amendment and called for questions or 
other discussion. H. Waddy referred to a section of the proposed amendment regarding 
the compilation of the final list of nominees from the lists submitted by departments. She 
noted that it was unclear how the final list was to be compiled, and she asked for the 
reason these details were omitted. B. Glass responded that past procedures involved 
keeping those nominees with the highest number of votes for the final slate. This 
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language was left out of the proposed amendment because the requirement that the 
committee include a specific proportion of full professors may lead to a necessity to 
include nominees with tied votes. No other questions were raised, and B. Glass noted 
that the proposed amendment will be included on the ballots for the Spring elections. 

Announcements: 
1. B. Gohlman announced that the second of two forums on the Foreign Language 
requirement for General Education will be held at 12:45 p.m. next Tuesday (March 14th, 
2000) in Newton 204. The forum today was lightly attended. B. Gohlman encouraged 
all to attend the second forum, at which the Policy Committee will present information 
and gather opinions on the committee's recommendation on the Foreign Language 
requirements. 

2. B. Glass announced that space has been designated on the first floor of Blake A 
for a faculty and staff lounge. For some time, faculty have been seeking a quiet and 
comfortable space to have lunch and interact with colleagues. Through the cooperation 
and generosity of President Dahl, Vice President Levison, and CAS Director Tom Bell, 
that will soon be a reality. B. Glass emphasized the "first class manner" in which the 
space has been made available to all of us. First, Tom Bell gave up his own office in 
Blake A to use for the lounge. This is a beautiful space, with lots of windows and high 
ceilings, not a dingy backroom somewhere! Second, VP Levison has been working with 
Sid Bosch and Dan Repinski (appointed by B. Glass) on planning the furnishings for the 
space. Sid and Dan recently sent an email asking for input about what faculty and staff 
would like in the lounge. Once input is received, an interior designer will be brought in 
to translate our concepts into furniture and window treatments and groupings. Faculty 
and staff will now have an attractive, spacious lounge in an appealing location with 
professionally designed appointments. B. Glass requested and received a round of 
applause for President Dahl, Vice-President Levison, and Tom Bell for creating this 
space for us. She added that the lounge project also led to new furnishings for the Senate 
office, which is upstairs in Blake. Again, we thank Dr. Dahl and Dr. Levison for their 
commitment to Senate and to faculty and staff. 

3. B. Glass announced that the University Faculty Senate, UUP, and the SUNY 
Chancellor are sponsoring a conference on Academic Freedom in Albany, from noon on 
Friday, March 31 to about 4:00p.m. on Saturday, April!. K. Kallio sent an email last 
week about the conference, and B. Glass encouraged faculty to consider going. President 
Dahl and Provost Dixon have offered financial support for the overnight stay, UUP will 
pay the registration, and the conference provides the food. Some of the topics to be 
covered include: Intellectual copyrights; Corporization of public universities; Academic 
freedom in the 21 51 century; Culture wars; and a dialog between Bill Schuerman of UUP, 
SUNY Trustee Randy Daniels, and the President of the University of Rhode Island. 
Anyone interested in attending should see B. Glass or K. Kallio as soon as possible. 

Adjournment: The All College Meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Joanie Ballard, Secretary of College Senate 
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Minutes of Senate Executive Committee 
March 2, 2000 

Present: B. Glass, J. Ballard, M. Mohan, N. Schiavetti, J. Bushnell, T. Bazzett, B. 
Dixon, C. Dahl. 

Call To Order: Chair B. Glass called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 

Adoption of Agenda: The agenda was approved as printed. 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting on February 
17, 2000, were approved as printed on pp. 592-596 of College Senate Bulletin #19. 

President's Report (C. Dahl): 
1. President Dahl reported on his recent visit to Albany, where he visited with 12 
legislators representing both parties. The atmosphere seems positive concerning the 
budget. There appears to be no opposition to the $80 million in the governor's budget, 
and C. Dahl encouraged adding $12 million to reach the level ofthe Trustees original 
budget proposal. President Dahl felt that progress was being made toward obtaining 
Construction Fund support for the new science building. If Construction Fund monies 
are not available, Senator D. Volker and Assemblyman Morelli are prepared to introduce 
legislative bills. 

2. President Dahl and Provost Dixon attended a meeting regarding the Sector Mission 
Review. Two issues emerged. The first involves questions regarding general education 
for students who transfer from Community Colleges to four-year institutions. 
Specifically, the issue is whether the Community Colleges are prepared to offer a 
sufficient proportion of core requirements as part of a two-year degree. Articulation 
agreements may be affected. This question has less effect on Geneseo than on other 
campuses because our transfer rate is among the lowest and our retention/graduation rates 
are among the highest of the SUNY schools. The second issue involves funding. 
Specifically, the question is whether campuses should be rewarded simply for getting 
bigger, or for quality/selectivity. Without new money for the Budget Allocation Process 
(BAP), campuses that do not grow may lose funding. 

Provost's Report (B. Dixon): No report. 
N Schiavetti asked the Provost to comment on the concerns mentioned by 

President Dahl regarding general education/or transfers. Specifically, he asked whether 
these issues regarding transfers were addressed before the new BOT requirements were 
adopted. Provost Dixon responded that at first it was suggested that the Community 
Colleges would cover 9 of 10 requirements. However, in the last iteration of discussions, 
the Community Colleges seemed to assume that they would cover 7 of 10 requirements, 
with the other 3 requirements completed by the four-year institution. Although the 
private schools appear willing to accept the AA or AS degree as covering general 
education, the SUNY provosts are seeking system leadership to get the Community 
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Colleges to cover more. On a related note, C. Dahl commented that the first official visit 
by a member of the Middle States executive staff will occur tomorrow. 

Chair's Report (B. Glass): B. Glass reported on four items. 

1. B. Glass will make a general announcement at the All-College meeting regard~g th~ 
new lounge in Blake. K. Cylke will offer a resolution thanking Tom Bell for offenng his 
office space for the lounge. Executive Committee members agreed that the 
announcement should include a statement about the inclusiveness of access to the lounge. 

2. B. Glass asked about the need for a March 7th Senate meeting following the All
College Meeting. The major business will be part of the All-College meeting. 
Specifically. the Nominating Committee will present slates for the Spring elections, 
which must be complete by April 15th. the constitutional amendment regarding FPC 
elections will be proposed, and the Blake lounge will be announced. With no UCC 
business this week, there seems to be no need for a regular Senate meeting. J. Ballard 
asked whether the SOFI subcommittee of FAC was planning to present informational 
background on the issues they have been discussing. N Schiavetti responded that the 
subcommittee feels there needs to be more campus-wide discussion to support proposing 
a change to a new form this year. They may decide to refocus the issue and postpone the 
decision for a year to allow more time to address other issues (such as the instructions 
given to students when they complete an instructor evaluation, and the institutional use of 
the results). To allow a more informed decision, the subcommittee hopes to enlarge the 
focus to the bigger picture. It is likely that March 28 will be the earliest the committee 
will be ready for an informational presentation to the Senate. T. Bazzett asked whether 
the All-College would also be cancelled on March 71

h. B. Glass stated that the All
College Meeting will still be held on March ih, but it could be over by 4:15. B. Glass 
returned to the question of the FAC subcommittee presentation, noting that the 
subcommittee is drawing up a report to specify the three important issues to be 
considered in making a decision about the SOFis: 1) The uses that are made of the 
results,· 2) The method of administering the form; and 3) the choice of the form itself 
The subcommittee would like to provide an informational presentation on these issues 
this year. B. Dixon commented that a presentation this year might help to tweak interest 
in the three issues to prepare for continued work next year, but that there seemed no need 
to make the committee make a presentation before it is ready. B. Dixon also noted that 
there is no good reason to tweak the form itself without good data supporting the change. 
It would be better to take two years to make the changes than to make changes just to 
meet a relatively arbitrary deadline. B. Dixon also recommended eliminating the jive
year cycle for changing the form. She noted that Brockport's faculty recently voted to 
eliminate their locally produced form, and they are currently considering the IDEA form. 
B. Glass noted that the subcommittee is writing a proposed charge for next year's 
committee. N. Schiavetti added that the subcommittee is hoping to gain more information 
from def!artment chairs regarding the department's use ofSOFis as part (or all) of the 
evaluatwn of teaching effectiveness. It is unclear what the department practices are 
reg~~di~g the relative weight ofSOF!s compared to peer observations, random 
solzcztatwn of comments from students or alumnae, etc. It is also unclear what students 
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think they are doing when completing a SOFI N Schiavetti added that more education 
on these issues is needed for all campus constituents, noting that some members of the 
campus community commented in the forums that the SOF!s have only been used in 
recent years for personnel decisions. C. Dahl suggested a need for a fully articulated set 
of policies regarding the SOF!s and their use, as well as a need for greater enculturation 
of students into their role in faculty evaluation. N Schiavetti suggested that information 
on the SOFI and its uses should be included in the handbook for new faculty and 
disseminated to tenuredfaculty and to students as well. FAC and the subcommittee hope 
to help in the effort to educate campus constituents on the types of forms that can be used, 
as well as on the other related issues. B. Glass requested that the subcommittee send a 
summary of their recent discussions for inclusion in the Senate Bulletin. 

3. An "Academic Freedom Conference" will be held March 31- April I, 2000, on the 
SUNY Albany campus. The conference is jointly sponsored by the University Faculty 
Senate (UFS), United University Professions (UUP), and the Office ofthe SUNY 
Chancellor. UUP will pay the registration fee for the first 80 who register. Interested 
faculty should contact the campus UUP office. C. Dahl noted that his office would cover 
the travel expenses for Geneseo 's UFS representative and up to three more persons. B. 
Dixon added that her office could cover travel expenses for three additional persons. 
Both suggested that car-pooling or sharing lodging would help to extend the available 
funding. B. Glass will announce these options in the All-College Meeting and in the 
Bulletin. 

4. B. Glass requested advice from the Executive Committee regarding the need for her to 
respond to a recent Lamron article, which seemed to misrepresent the work of the 
subcommittee on evaluating the SOFI forms, and which included inaccurate perceptions 
about the work of one person on the committee. N Schiavetti noted that a response from 
a member of the subcommittee, which will likely come out in this week 's edition, seems to 
address the issues well. B. Glass also noted that another faculty member is planning a 
response focused on the reporting issues. All agreed that correcting misinformation was 
important, but fueling a misguided debate would not be helpful. C. Dahl emphasized that 
editorial opinions were to be encouraged in a student newspaper, but that clarification of 
facts was also important. 

Vice-Chair's Report (C. Leary): No report. 

Treasurer's Report (M. Mohan): No report. 

University Faculty Senator's Report (E. Wallace): No report. 

Central Council Report (A. Gridley): No report. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (T. Bazzett): T. Bazzett has regained some of 
the optimism he reported as lost at the last Executive Committee meeting. The School of 
Education brought new proposals to the last UCC meeting, and there appears to be some 
movement toward addressing the UCC concerns about the initial proposals. However, 
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movement toward addressing the UCC concerns about the initial proposals. However, 
the package includes 32 proposals, and UCC has not yet acted on any. It is not likely that 
the proposals will be passed in time to meet the State's deadline of April 1, and the 
consequences are unclear. UCC will work next Thursday on about half of the 25 course 
proposals, ftnishing the remainder the following Tuesday. Then UCC will address the 
more controversial program proposals. If all proposals are passed through UCC by 
March 14th, they can be published in the Senate Bulletin before Spring break, with first 
reading held on March 28th and second reading on April II th. This sequence is the best 
possible outcome, but will still not meet the State deadline. T. Bazzett noted that it was 
helpful to have B. Dixon in attendance at the last UCC meeting. N Schiavetti asked 
whether the School of Education could submit to the State on April r 1 a description of the 
proposed program, with a note indicating that the proposal is pending local approval 
and that minor changes will be sent in an addendum to the State as soon as possible. 
This procedure is the one the CDSc department plans to follow. T Bazzell replied that he 
would ask the Dean and the SOE Chair about this possibility. 

Faculty Affairs Committee (N. Schiavetti): No report. 

Policy Committee (B. Gohlman): No report. 

Graduate Affairs Committee (J. Bushnell): No report. 

Student Affairs Committee (E. Crosby): No report. 

Unfinished Business: 

The proposed Constitutional Amendment regarding FPC elections will be introduced at 
the All-College Meeting on March 7, 2000. 

New Business: 

B. Glass noted that E. Wallace has requested that Executive Committee discuss the 
proposed removal of Fraser Library holdings to Milne Library. In the absence of time 
and s.everal Executive Committee members, the discussion was postponed to the next 
meetmg. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joan C. Ballard 
Secretary of the College Senate 
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Faculty Affairs Subcommittee on Student Evaluations 
Summary of Meeting on February 29, 2000 

At the February 29 meeting of the SOFI subcommitee of the FAC, we discussed 
the interrelated issues of a) problems with the administration of the SOFis in classes, b) 
the future of the form itself and the local/ national issue in particular, and c) the balance 
between SOFis and other measures of teaching effectiveness. We came to the conclusion 
that our subcommittee could only address one of these issues for this academic year. As a 
result we decided to use the March 14 meeting to keep our focus on the single issue of 
improving the College's approach to administering the SOFis to students. Before the end 
of the semester, however, we will also need to establish the charges to the 2000-2001 
FAC that our Committee would like to identify as essential. We will therefore dedicate 
the March 14 meeting solely to the issue of administration of SOFis to students, bringing 
our ideas about the feasibility of using work-study students to proctor the administration 
of the SOFis. I have located the minutes from 1992-1993 that include the suggestions for 
administering the SOFis that that FAC drew up (I will check to find out if these 
instructions are still sent out to faculty.) If we do not reach the stage of submitting our 
plan to the Senate this year, we can make this issue one of the charges that we hand on to 
next year's F AC. The other two charges are: 

1. The form itself. We need to record our understanding of the local/national form 
issues centering on the control/expertise dichotomy that we have identified and the need 
to tie the form to Geneseo's philosophy of teaching and learning. We may use a set of 
locally generated questions as the basis for encapsulating our findings about the sort of 
approach that such a form should employ, whether local or national. 

2. The balance between SOFis and other measures of teaching excellence in 
Personnel decisions. (Peer review, Portfolio, etc) This is an issue that should involve 
"H" form revisions to bring some degree of uniformity to the evaluation of teaching 
college wide. Next year's FAC might want to ask Provost Dixon to help in getting going 
a survey of current practices in the Departments as the basis for this revision. 

Since the March 7 Senate meeting has been reduced to the All College meeting 
alone, the subcommittee will also be able to meet at around 4:15 in Newton 204 to begin 
our deliberations about the administration of SOFis question. 

Submitted by, 
Helena Waddy 

We all live with the objective of being happy; our lives are all different and yet the same. 
-Anne Frank 
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