
 212 

 
 
 

 
 

                COLLEGE SENATE BULLETIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin No. 10 
 Pages 212-18 
 April 22, 2006 

 
 
 
 
Contents 
 
Page  Topic 
 
 
213-14 Agenda for Senate Meeting on April 25, 2006 
 
214-15                    Agenda for 2006-2007 College Senate Meeting: April 25, 2006 
   

Announcements: 
215                          Spring 2006 Election Results 
 
216                          Minutes of the Student Affairs Committee on February 28, 2006  
 
217   Minutes of the Faculty Affairs Committee on April 11, 2006 
 
218   FAC Recommendations for Peer Observation    
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Correspondence:  Maria Lima, Department of English, 
Welles 218C-- e-mail: lima@geneseo.edu--phone: 245-5242 

 

State University of New York at Geneseo 
College of Arts and Sciences 

 



 213 

Agenda for College Senate Meeting on April 25, 2006 

Call to Order 
Adoption of the Agenda 
Adoption of the Senate Minutes, 18 April will be done electronically [they will appear in the next Bulletin] 
 
Senate Reports 
Chair              Maria Lima 
         Heidi Levine – Report on the Diversity Commission Campus Climate Survey 
 
President    Christopher Dahl 
Provost                  Kate Conway-Turner 
Vice Chair       Dennis Showers 
Past-Chair                                                              Gregg Hartvigsen 
Treasurer         Barbara Welker 
University Senator          Bill Gohlman 
Vice President, Student Assoc.                              Tessa Cassidy 
 
Reports of the Standing Committees of the Senate 
Undergraduate Curricula               Meg Stolee 
 

Second Reading – New Courses: 
 ARTS 316 – Figure Drawing III 
 ARTS 321 – Oil Painting III 
 ARTS 326 – Watercolor III 
 ARTS 336 – Digital Photography III 
 ARTS 341 – Sculpture III 
 ARTS 346 – Ceramics III 
 ARTS 351 – Jewelry and Metals III 
 

Second Reading - Revised Courses: 
 ARTS 101 – F/Three Dimensional Design 
 ARTS 200 – Computer Art I 
 ARTS 204 – Graphic Design 
 ARTS 205 – F/Calligraphy 
 ARTS 215 – Figure Drawing I 
 ARTS 220 – Oil Painting I 
 ARTS 222 – Mixed Media Painting 
 ARTS 230 – Printmaking I 
 ARTS 240 – Sculpture I 
 ARTS 245 – Ceramics I 
 ARTS 250 – Jewelry and Metals I 
 ARTS 265 – Sophomore Foundation Portfolio Review 
 ARTS 305 – Metalsmithing 
 ARTS 307 – Studio – Selected Media 
 ARTS 310 – Drawing II 
 ARTS 311 – Drawing III 
 ARTS 315 – Figure Drawing II 
 ARTS 320 – Oil Painting II 
 ARTS 330 – Printmaking II 
 ARTS 335 – Digital Photography II 
 ARTS 340 – Sculpture II 
 ARTS 345 – Ceramics II 
 ARTS 370 – Senior Art Exhibition 
 ARTS 387 – Junior Studio Seminar 
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 ARTS 399 – Directed Study 
 BIOL 304 – DNA Technology 
 

Second Reading – Program Revisions 

Bachelor of Science in Speech and Hearing Handicapped w/ NYS Initial Certification:  Speech and 
Language Disabilities (N-12)  

 Bachelor of Science in Communicative disorders and Sciences  
 Bachelor of Arts in Art Studio  
 

Second Reading – Program Deletions: 
Anthropology concentration  

 International Relations concentration  
 Sociology concentration  
 
  
Undergraduate Policies                Ed Wallace 
 
Graduate Academic Affairs        Doug Mackenzie 
 [Descriptions of GAAC Proposals on pages 187-88 of Bulletin #8] 
 
 Revised Course: Second Reading 
               CDSC 582: Clinical Practicum in Speech-Language Assessment 
 
 Revised Program: Second Reading  
 Master of Arts Degree in Speech Pathology 
 
 
 Student Affairs           Matthew Pastizzo 
 
Faculty Affairs                 Jane Morse  

FAC Recommendation: 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Task Force Report on Peer Evaluation, the Faculty Affairs 
Committee moves adoption of the following college-wide Procedures and Criteria for Classroom 
Observations for use in evaluating faculty for renewal, continuing appointment, and promotion: 
(on pages 217-18 of this Bulletin) 

 
Old Business 
 
New Business 
 
Adjournment 
  
 
  *** 
 
 

Agenda for 2006-2007 Senate: April 25, 2006 
 
Call to Order 
Adoption of the Agenda 
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Chair                Dennis Showers  
 
New Business 
 
Old Business 
 
Adjournment 
 
 

     *** 
  

2006 Spring Election Results 
Vice-Chair: 

 David Granger (SOE) 
 

Secretary:  
Graham Drake (English) 
 

Treasurer:  
Kathleen Mapes (History) 

 
At-Large Senators (Six Years and under): 

Colleen Garrity (Geography) 
Andrew Herman (Communication) 
Kate Pitcher (Library) 

 
At-Large Senators (Over Six Years): 

Meg Stolee (History) 
Chris Leary (Mathematics) 
Ed Gillin (English) 
Sue Ann Brainard (Library) 
Jim Williams (History) 
Paul MacLean (Library) 

 
CAS Board 

Steve Padalino (Physics) 
 
Committee on Professional Leave Review: Social Sciences 

Anne Eisenberg (Sociology) 
 
Committee on Professional Leave Review: SOTA 

Lynette Bosch (SOTA) 
 
General Education Committee: Math and Sciences 

Olympia Nicodemi (Mathematics) 
 
General Education Committee: Professional Programs  

Jane Morse (SOE) 
 
 

      *** 
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       Student Affairs Committee Minutes 

 
 

Date: 2/28/06 
Attendance: Bagel, M., Bossung, S., Eckstrom, R., Farthing, D., Forbes, J., Geiger, C., Granger, D., Layman, 
K., Lovett, J., Pastizzo, M., Pitcher, K., Sutherland, M., Williams, J. 
 
 
Chair’s Report: 
 Pastizzo reported that the Executive Committee encouraged the Student Affairs Committee to 
discuss electronic device usage by students in the classroom. Specifically, the question was raised as to 
whether or not there should be a policy regarding appropriate and/or inappropriate uses of electronic 
devices (e.g., cell phones, laptops) by individual students in the classroom setting. Pastizzo shared his 
observation that students will often forget to turn their cell phone ringer off or will leave their phone on 
vibrate, both of which are audible and can be a distraction not only to the instructor but to other students in 
the classroom as well. Pastizzo suggested that the committee consider the possibility of generating a policy 
statement that could optionally be included in course syllabi by instructors. 
 
Committee Discussion: 
 
Student, Kristina Layman agreed that electronic device usage by individual students in the classroom is 
definitely an issue. She further commented that ringing cell phones and video gaming (on laptop computers) 
is commonplace in one of her classes and that both are very distracting to other students in the classroom. 
Some discussion ensued regarding laptop usage, and Jim Williams pointed out that a distinction should be 
made between students that use a laptop to take notes and students who use a laptop to play games during 
class. Sharon Bossung echoed Jim’s concern, and suggested that laptops are appropriate for students with 
special needs. 
 
After some discussion, it became clear that some members favored a statement/policy of electronic device 
usage by students in the classroom (n.b., SUNY Brockport now has such a policy), and other committee 
members were resolute in their belief that it is the instructor’s responsibility to regulate classroom behavior. 
If such a statement were to be written, Jennifer Forbes suggested that we include options within the policy 
statement to provide flexibility for instructors who might opt to include such a statement in their syllabi. 
 
Whether or not an electronic device usage policy is created/adopted, Dori Farthing raised the question of 
what action, if any, an instructor can take when a student uses a device inappropriately (e.g., cell phone 
rings during class). Discussion ensued. Pastizzo redirected by suggesting that we reframe the issue as a 
question of student rights rather than restrictions. For example, a statement could emphasize the students’ 
right to use a laptop to take notes and to use a cell phone in an emergency (e.g., a student EMT). After some 
discussion, Sharon Bossung suggested that perhaps students simply need to be oriented as a freshman 
regarding appropriate and inappropriate uses of electronic devices in the classroom. 
 
Pastizzo concluded by highlighting the fact that technology is changing rapidly, and that policy may be 
needed to address student usage of current technology as well as to anticipate the usage of upcoming 
technology. As electronic devices get increasingly portable, it is not difficult to imagine a student watching 
a movie on their cell phone. Already, students have been observed text messaging with their cell phones 
during class. It was the clear sentiment of approximately half the committee membership in attendance 
(including students) that some policy regarding electronic device usage by students in the classroom is 
worth further consideration. 
 
Submitted, 
Matthew Pastizzo 
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     *** 
 

Faculty Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

April 11, 2006 
 

Attendance: 
 J. Morse, A. Stanley, S. Bosch, E. Stelzig, D. Levy, J. McLean, R. Dreifus, J. Bearden, C. Rowley 
 
J. Morse called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM. 
 
Minutes of meeting of March 27, 2006 were approved without modifications. 
 
Old Business: 
 
J. Morse reviewed progress on the recommendation of a pilot of the IDEA short form.  It was agreed that 
IDEA provides a view of the students’ perception of their learning, which they are well-qualified to give.  It 
does not offer an evaluation of the professor’s teaching beyond this perspective.  
 
Motion to recommend a pilot of the IDEA short form with the SOFI questions added in the optional section 
to take place during the 2006-2007 academic year will be on the Senate agenda for April 18. (This motion 
passed unanimously at Senate on 4.18.06).  
 
New Business: 
 
Procedures and Suggested Criteria for Classroom Observations: 
 
The committee continued discussion of the content of the draft of the document recommending Procedures 
and Suggested Criteria for Classroom Observations, pursuant to the Task Force Report.  Members proposed 
changes in the wording of the document.  S.Bosch moved to close the discussion on rewording the 
document, which was seconded by A. Stanley. FAC members voted unanimously in favor of forwarding the 
document, “Procedures and Suggested Criteria for Classroom Observations” (attached), to the Senate 
Executive Committee and thereafter the Senate.  The expectation of the committee is that this document will 
appear on the agenda of the April 25 Senate Meeting. 
 
J. Morse thanked committee members for their good work during the year. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cristina Rowley 
 
 
 
FAC Recommendation: 
 
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Task Force Report on Peer Evaluation, the Faculty 
Affairs Committee moves adoption of the following college-wide Procedures and Criteria for 
Classroom Observations for use in evaluating faculty for renewal, continuing appointment, and 
promotion. 
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Procedures for Classroom Observations: 

1. Classroom observations of teaching shall be conducted during each review cycle by a minimum of 
two members of the department or school, at least one of whom is a member of the Personnel 
Committee of the Department or School of the observed faculty member, and by the Chair of the 
Department or the Dean of the School. 

2. A second classroom observation by the same observer shall take place if requested by either the 
observer or the observed faculty member. 

3. Faculty members who are being observed have the option of requesting an additional classroom 
observation from a department member or another faculty member of their own choosing. 

4. Each observation shall be preceded by examination of syllabi and pertinent instructional materials 
provided by the faculty member to be observed and/or a pre-observation conference with the 
faculty member. 

5. Each observer shall provide written feedback on each classroom observation to the faculty member 
observed and the departmental or school Personnel Committee. A post-observation conference 
may take place in addition to the written feedback given to the faculty member. 

6. Written feedback from classroom observations provides evidence to be considered in the 
preparation of official evaluation documents such as Form H narratives. 

 
Suggested Criteria for Classroom Observations 

1. Context of the class 
• class prefix and title 
• number of students enrolled 
• number of students present 
• day and hour of class meeting 
• type of class (e.g. satisfying core requirement, required in the major, requirement related to the 

major, elective, studio, laboratory, etc.) 
2. Intellectual rigor 

• Appropriateness of course content, readings, and instructional materials  
• Clear presentation of materials to stimulate understanding 

3. Mastery of subject 
• Appropriate choice of research, topics, and/or findings in the field 
• Currency in the field 
• Incorporating the faculty member’s own research into teaching (as appropriate)  

4. Careful preparation and clear organization of classroom activities 
• Effective use of class time 
• Encouragement of critical thinking 
• Appropriate response to students’ questions and comments  

5. Clear and effective communication with students 
• Ability to arouse student interest and curiosity 
• Clear explanation of important ideas 
• Willingness to seek and respond to feedback from students  

 
 

 
 


