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Comments from the Chair 
Call for Nominations 

2000-2001 Richard Roark A ward 

Shortly after Richard Roark's untimely death in 1970, a group of his friends established an award 
to honor his memory. Richard's friends described him this way: "Richard was a special kind of 
human being who valued the humane and ethical above all else. He was a scholar and intellectual 
who treasured learning and especially books with which, he thought, every person could access 
the accumulated knowledge of all previous civilizations." 

The Richard Roark Award is given to a graduating senior whose scholarship and community 
service exemplify the qualities that were so important to Richard. The recipient is given a stipend 
to purchase books, and the recipient's name will be inscribed on a plaque displayed in the 
MacVittie College Union. Please submit nominations by April13 to Chris Leary, Department of 
Mathematics, South 3240. 

Follow-up to Resolution 
The Senate adopted the proposed Resolution on General Education at its meeting of 20 February. 
I have been informed by Rose Rudnitski, the convener of the Campus Governance Leaders, that 
the following campuses have also adopted similar resolutions calling for an end to course-by
course review of General Education programs and majority faculty representation with a faculty 
co-chair on the Provost's Advisory Council on General Education: 

Albany, Alfred, Binghamton, Brockport, Cortland, Empire State, Maritime, New Paltz, 
Purchase, Oswego, Stony Brook 

Other campuses will (in all likelihood) consider the proposal in the near future. 

Constitutional Amendments 
The Executive Committee. is in the process of reviewing proposals for amendments to the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Faculty. Anyone who has an idea for an amendment is 
encouraged to send the idea to me (South 324D, email leary@geneseo.edu) as soon as possible. 
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Election Screw-up 

In my never ending attempt to stay ahead of the curve, let me inform you of the timetable for the 
Spring Election, and draw attention to a little problem that I have created. 

The important upcoming dates are: 

• March 13-All College Meeting, including presentation of the slates of candidates for 
Senate Officers, Senators-at-Large, and a bunch of elected committees, as well as the 
presentation of proposed amendments to the Constitution. 

• 6 April-Distribution of Ballots and start of balloting. 

• 13 April-Close of balloting. 

The balloting will take place electronically, in a manner similar to the Fall Election. 

Now, about the problem. The Constitution demands that the Spring Elections be held prior to 
April15 (no problem) and that the slate ofcandidates be presented to the Faculty at an All
College meeting (no problem). Furthermore, amendments to the Constitution must be presented 
to the Faculty at an open meeting (no problem). And the presentation of the slate of candidates 
and the amendments must take place at least a month before the election (problem). 

Having informed you of the problem, I feel it incumbent upon me to suggest a solution. In fact, I 
have two possible solutions. My favorite is for the Chair and the rest of the Executive Committee 
to be removed from office for reasons of gross incompetence (By-Laws, Article IV, Section 1). If 
that is not to your liking, we can always go with the second solution, which is to wink our eyes 
and note that April 13 is one month after March 13, so people who would like a full month to 
think about their votes will have the opportunity to do so. 

In a related manner, I am pleased to announce that I will take a leave of absence for the next two 
years in order to accept a job as a consultant to the Florida Board of Elections. 

Minutes 
Faculty Affairs Committee--13 February 2001 

PRESENT: J. Ballard, P. Case, C. Faulkner, K. Hahn, T. Hon, J. Koch, M. Lima [Chair], S. 
McKenna, J. McLean, P. Schacht, E. Spilman 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 4:05 PM 

The FAC committee discussed the wording of a resolution to be brought forth to Senate 
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regarding the foundation of a task force to review current methods of faculty evaluation. Based 
on our discussion Paul Schacht will redraft the charge. This will then be shared with FAC 
members via email. 

ANNNOUNCEMENT: Our next meeting is scheduled for February 27,4:00 PM in Welles 111. 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 5:15PM. 

Respectfully submitted by, Susan McKenna 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee--13 February 2001 

Members present: B. Brennan, J. Curran, D. Hill, H. Howe, J. Kirkwood, A. Kline, A. Martucci, 
J. Morse, K. Nichols, 0. Nicodemi, B. O'Donnell, A. Snyder, M. Stolee 

Visitors: S. Bailey, D. Showers, 

Meeting was called to order by T. Bazzett at 4:03. 

A motion for acceptance of the minutes from 11/28/2000 as written was seconded and 
unanimously approved. 

T. Bazzett explained that all SOE proposals listed on the agenda were not yet approved by the 
SOE. Because of this, the UCC could not act formally on these items. Instead the meeting was to 
be used to offer constructive comments to SOE representatives that they could present to their 
faculty and use in the final drafting of these proposals for submission to Senate. S. Bailey also 
pointed out that two art education course proposals have been submitted in the absence of a 
program proposal for art education. J. Morse acknowledged this and told the committee that an 
art education program proposal had previously been approved by the Art Department and the 
SOE and will be forthcoming to the Dean's office. 

J. Morse briefly summarized the proposals and the logic used to integrate changes into the 
program to meet State requirements. She noted in particular the difficulty of meeting these 
requirements without adding too many additional courses to the already heavy load. The 
Committee offered several suggestions for editorial changes to the proposals. 

0. Nicodemi expressed some concern about the structure of the proposed art education program. 
In particular, she noted that proposed courses in this program seemed more "topic" oriented 
rather than containing content to prepare students to teach. J. Morse agreed, but noted that each 
program had different requirements and course offerings that the SOE had to work with. M. 
Stolee also agreed and pointed out that development of each program was a "compromise" 
between what would be ideal, and what could be done within reason. 0. Nicodemi questioned 
whether consideration had been given to reducing the number of required credits, noting for 
example that EDUC 204 and INTD 302 might have significant overlap that could justify 
reducing credit requirements for one or the other of these courses. J. Morse and D. Showers both 
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noted that these courses address related but separate issues. They also noted that the SOE w_ould 
like to find ways to reduce required program credits, and that a near future program evaluatiOn 
needed for accreditation will force them to consider such issues. 

There was general discussion about how new State requirements would be met ~nder th~ new 
program. D. Showers and J. Morse explained that much of the process for meetmg reqUirements 
included incorporating knowledge gained from last year's submission of the ~lementa~ 
education proposals. They also noted that other colleges had shared relevant mformatwn on what 
was expected and considered acceptable by the State, and what was considered unacceptable. 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:00P.M. 

College Senate--20 February 2001 
Attendance. H.Almubaid, S.Bailey, J.Ballard, T.Bazzett, B.Briggs, J.Bushnell, P.Case, M.-M.Chang, J.Curran, 
K.Davies, B.Dixon, C.Faulkner, B.Fearn, T.Feeley, J.Ferrell, C.Filice, J.Fowler Morse, E.Gillin, B. Glass, 
B.Gohlman, T.Greenfield, A.Gu, K.Hahn, E.Hall, A.Happ, D.Hill, T.-K.Hon, H.Hoops, H.Howe, B.Joshi, E.Kallin, 
S.Kirsh, A.Kiine, J.Koch, R.LaFountain, C.Leary, J.Lerch, M.Lima, J.Liu, J.Lovett, A.Martucci, R.McEwen, 
S.McKenna, J.McLean, D.Metz, J.Mounts, S.Muench, K.Nichols, O.Nicodemi, M.Oberg, J.Over, J.Pacella, 
N.Paternostro, W.Pogozelski, E.Putman, S.Salmon, N.Schiavetti, M.E.Schmidt, A.Snyder, E.Spilman, L.Stellrecht, 
M.Stolee, C.Truglia, C.Wixson, J.Wrubel, L.Taczak, B.O'DonneJJ, E. Wallace. 

Call to Order. Senate Chair C.Leary called the meeting to order at 4:05p.m. 

Adoption of the Agenda. The agenda was adopted with two minor changes. 

Approval of the Minutes. The minutes of the Previous Senate meeting (Bulletin pp. 170-172) 
were unanimously approved. 

Senate Reports. 

Memorial Minute. E. Kallio spoke in memory of Christopher Waite, a Geneseo student from 
Watertown, NY who died on Dec 22. Christopher was remembered by his friends as being loyal 
and hardworking. A moment of silence followed. 

Chair's Report. C.Leary apologized for the fact that some individuals had not received Bulletins 
until that morning. He asked for proposals for Constitutional Amendments. The Constitution 
mandates that amendments be presented to the Faculty at an announced open hearing a month 
before Spring Elections and Elections be held before April 15. Since the next All-College 
meeting is scheduled for March 13, amendments will be presented then. Balloting for Spring 
elections will take place April6-13. Chris then invited the campus to a Brown Bag Luncheon 
and discussion to take place this Thursday at 12:45 in Blake 104A. The event is co-sponsored 
with the Provost; the topic will be academic freedom. 
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President's Report. C.Leary announced that the President was in Washington, DC attending 
meetings. Chris reported that President Dahl had said that it was "too soon to say much about the 
state budget other than it looks ok." 

Provost's Report. Provost Dixon reported that her office is back in Erwin Hall. She thanked 
those who had assisted in the move and thanked the Biology Department for temporarily 
providing space. The Strategic Planning groups have all met, and the Provost said that "exciting 
and worthwhile discussions" have taken place. The one-voice final chapter of the Middle States 
Review is currently being written by Dean Greenfield and David Geiger. The Provost expressed 
appreciation to those who had contributed their time to that effort. She also said that the Campus 
Awards committee is being set up. Lastly, she issued an "additional plug" for what is designed to 
be the first of several Brown Bag Luncheon/Discussions. There is a plan to have a web link with 
suggestions of literature to read before the luncheons. She and Chris Leary are interested in what 
issues people would like to discuss. 

Treasurer's Report. On behalf of A.-M. Reynolds, C.Leary issued an appeal for donations to 
the Senate Fund. 

Vice-Chair's Report. No report. 

University Faculty Senator's Report. E.Wallace reported that he and C.Leary had attended the 
127m Plenary Meeting of the University Faculty Senate in New Paltz. Resolutions from the 
meeting are on reserve in Milne Library and are in the Bulletin. He noted that there is no history 
of anyone accessing resolutions in the library. He may try electronic reserve. Ed said that the 
Governor's Executive Budget Proposal nearly entirely meets what was requested by the 
Chancellor and the Board of Trustees. The Governor's proposal includes a plan to deal with "the 
hospital problem." Part of the SUNY budget has depended on revenues from the teaching 
hospitals within the system. Since hospitals have been losing money recently, the plan includes 
making the hospitals self-sufficient. Ed noted that Chancellor King's experience as State Budget 
Director may be an advantage for SUNY. Ed then reported that the biggest issue at the meeting 
had been the general education requirements. One complaint was that since the community 
colleges don't have to fully supply core hours to their graduates, students may have to take many 
core courses (foreign language, etc) at their finishing school. Many of the four-year campuses are 
concerned that these transfer students may decide to attend non-SUNY schools where they won't 
face so many requirements. Lastly, Ed said that there appears to be a conflict involving the 
Convener of the Campus Governance Leaders and the President of the Senate. The Governance 
Leaders may be mounting a campaign to support another candidate for President in the April 
election. 

Central Council Report. E.Kallin reported that the Referendum on Mandatory Student Fees had 
begun the day before. Polls were busy and over 20% of the student body had voted. Results will 
be posted tomorrow afternoon. 
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C.Leary then added that at the Campus Governance Leaders meeting that he had at~ended with 
E.Wallace, the make-up of Senate membership at the various campuses had bee? discussed. 
Geneseo appeared to be unique in having students participate in the Senate. Chns thanked the 
students for contributing to the Senate and to the school. A round of applause followed. 

Reports of Standing Committees. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. T.Bazzett, on behalf of UCC, moved for a 
first reading of new course English 215 Understanding Poetry (Bulletin, p.194). The motion 
passed unanimously. UCC moved for first readings of new courses History 155 Politics and 
Power in the United States (Bulletin p.200), History 264 Immigration in U.S.History (Bulletin p. 
206) and History 382 Modem China (Bulletin p. 209). The motions passed unanimously. A 
motion was made for first reading of minor course revisions to History 161 Issues in American 
History (Bulletin p.204), History 162 Issues in American History II (Bulletin p. 204) and 
History 260 Women in United States History (Bulletin p. 205). The motions passed 
unanimously. UCC moved for a second reading for a minor course revision to Communicative 
Disorders and Sciences 320 Manual Language Systems (Bulletin p. 156). The motion passed 
unanimously. A motion was made for second reading of a new course, English 345 Gay and 
Lesbian Literature (Bulletin p. 157). The motion passed unanimously. UCC moved for second 
reading to an addition of R/Credit to Political Science 251 Modem Political Analysis (Bulletin p. 
162). The motion passed unanimously. 

Undergraduate Academic Policies, Core, and Review Committee. E. Gillin called for 
first reading of a motion to delete the following item from the list of Requirements for 
Baccalaureate Degree Programs in the Geneseo Undergraduate Bulletin (Undergraduate Bulletin, 
p. 101): 

1. Earn a minimum of 45 semester hours outside the general academic area of fine arts, humanities, 
natural sciences, or social sciences in which they are majoring. These academic areas are defined 
below. (Forty-two semester hours outside the general academic area are required for students 
graduating with two majors in the same academic area.) 

Ed read a condensed rationale from the committee for this deletion, citing that the "breadth of 
learning intent" of this requirement was being met in other ways. The motion passed with a few 
nays. 

A motion was made for fust reading of a motion from the Dean's office to delete the following 
paragraph from the Repeat Course Policy in the Geneseo Undergraduate Bu11etin (Undergraduate 
Bulletin, p. 90). 

Seniors who receive aDorE in their final semester may petition the instructor(s) and the Dean of the 
College to retake the final examination. Petitions must be submitted in writing within ten days after the student 
receives his or her final grades or two weeks after final grades are mailed from the College, whichever comes first. 
Petitions are approved or denied by the Dean in consultation with the course instructor(s). 
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Ed noted that this paragraph has nothing to do with its heading of "repeat course policy", and that 
it gives the erroneous impression of a safety net. The motion passed unanimously. 

A motion was made for first reading of three proposals made in response to the learning 
outcomes in U.S. history set forth by the SUNY Board of Trustees. 

1. That Geneseo students shall fulfill the SUNY directives by taking one three-credit course from a 
published list of appropriate courses; 

2. That at least some courses on this list shall also meet other core or graduation requirements. 

3. That a U.S. History Committee be established with power to review, approve, and forward to the 
Undergraduate Committee on Curriculum courses submitted by academic departments for 
inclusion on the published list. 

The motion passed unanimously. Ed noted that since these learning outcomes originated with 
SUNY Central and had not been discussed and evaluated by Geneseo, the Policy committee 
wished to go on record as not endorsing them. 

Faculty Affairs Committee. No report. 

Student Affairs Committee. J.Liu announced that SAC will meet next Tuesday in South 110. 

Graduate Affairs Committee. No report. 

New Business. C.Leary reported that the Executive Committee was bringing the following 
resolution before the Senate: 
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A Resolution of the College Senate of the State University of New York 
College at Geneseo 

Whereas 

The long-standing academic tradition of faculty control of the 
curriculum has contributed to the excellence of higher 
education at Geneseo; and 

Whereas 

The Report of the Provost's Advisory Task Force on General 
Education, Spring/Summer 1999 includes a procedural 
guideline that states that the "Campuses are charged with 
devising distinctive and varied ways of achieving the goals of 
General Education in the spirit of and within the parameters 
defined by the Trustees' resolution" (emphasis supplied); and 

Whereas 

The Board of Trustees' Resolution 98-241 on General 
Education specifies that "1. The faculty of each institution 
will retain the responsibility for establishing the specific 
course requirements and content of a General Education 
curriculum reflective of the best practices in American higher 
education" (emphasis supplied); therefore, be it 

Resolved 

That the College Senate of the State University of New York 
College at Geneseo calls upon the University Provost to 
discontinue his practice of determining on a course-by
course, rather than programmatic basis the program of 
General Education required by Geneseo and other campuses 
of the SUNY system. Furthermore, be it 

Resolved 

That the College Senate of the State University of New York 
College at Geneseo calls upon the University Provost to 
adjust the membership of the Provost's Advisory Council on 
General Education in such a way that full-time teaching 
faculty constitute a majority of the body, and that a member 
of the full-time teaching faculty be a co-chair of the body. 

235 



C.Leary said that the resolution comes as a result of the Campus Governance Leaders' meeting in 
New Paltz and that body's desire to push Provost Salens to cease the course-by-course review, 
including the scrutiny of individual course syllabi, that characterized the last General Education 
approval process. He noted that since Provost Dixon is co-chair of the Provost's Advisory 
Council on General Education (PACGE), the change would make her job easier. The second 
resolution would change the composition of PACGE to make a majority of the membership full
time faculty. The membership is currently weighted toward administration. J.McLean asked how 
the composition ofFACGE was now determined. Provost Dixon replied that it is at the pleasure 
of the SUNY provost. Dean Greenfield noted the distinction between a resolution and a motion 
that requires a first reading. B.Gohlman asked if the passing of this resolution at Geneseo would 
be communicated to other schools. C.Leary said that he would send letters to Provost Salins, 
University Faculty President Joe Flynn, and Campus Governance Leader's Caucus Convener 
(and PACGE member) Rose Rudnitski of New Paltz. O.Nicodemi wondered that if the resolution 
were to be accepted by the SUNY trustees, if its implementation would affect the American 
History resolution that the Senate had just passed. C.Leary replied with "possibly." The 
resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 4:43. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy Pogozelski 

Senate Secretary 
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